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NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1913. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Property  and  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Committee  of  the  said  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1913, 
upon  the  health  and  sanitary  administration  of  the  various  districts  in 
the  administrative  county,  together  with  a  summary  of  the  annual 
reports  issued  by  the  district  medical  officers  of  health.  I  have  dealt 
with  (a)  the  sanitary  condition,  improvements  effected  and  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  county  as  a  whole,  and  with  (b)  those  of  each  sanitary 
district,  as  ascertained  both  from  the  annual  reports  received,  and 
from  personal  observation  and  inspection.  Reference  is  also  made  to 
the  various  Acts  of  Parliament  and  to  the  Regulations  and  Orders  of 
Government  Departments  relating  to  public  health. 

Reports  of  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health. — Reports  were  received 
from  all  the  medical  officers  of  health  in  the  administrative  county. 
Only  sixteen  of  the  reports  were  received  during  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year  and  two  did  not  arrive  until  June  13th  and  29th  respectively. 
Considerable  delay  is  necessarily  incurred  in  preparing  the  report  of  the 
county  medical  officer  when  those  of  the  district  medical  officers  are 
withheld  until  a  late  date  as  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  the  county  rates 
until  all  the  district  reports  are  received. 

As  in  the  preceding  year,  all  reports  were  printed. 

The  statistics  have  reference  to  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1913, 
but  in  consequence  of  the  report  being  issued  so  late  in  the  year 
(through  the  ever  increasing  pressure  of  other  work)  credit  in  several 
instances  has  been  given  for  improvements  effected  during  the  current 
year  (1914),  though  these  will  be  dealt  with  in  greater  detail  in  the 
report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1914. 

Administrative  Changes. — The  only  change  applying  to  district 
medical  officers  of  health  occurred  in  the  urban  district  of  Blyth,  where 
Dr.  J.  M.  MacLachlan  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
retirement  of  Dr.  J.  Cromie  owing  to  ill-health. 

Housing  ( Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. — In  the  report 
for  1911  reference  was  made  to  the  obligations  devolving  upon  sanitary 
authorities  and  their  officials  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910.  Immediate  action  in  the 
direction  indicated  by  all  the  authorities  who  have  wholly  or  partially 
failed  to  carry  out  their  obligations  under  the  Housing  Acts  is  most 
desirable. 
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Sanitary  Officers  ( Outside  London)  Order. — It  is  again  necessary  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  district  officials  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Order,  1910,  which  specifically 
defines  the  duties  of  medical  officers  of  health  and  sanitary  inspectors. 
Articles  XIX.  (14)  and  XX.  (16)  of  the  above  Order  require  that  the 
annual  reports  of  the  respective  officers  should  contain  detailed  informa¬ 
tion  under  specified  headings,  and  although  the  attention  of  district 
officials  has  been  directed  to  the  matter  in  Memoranda  issued  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  on  pages  4,  5  and  6  of  the  county  medical 
officer’s  report  for  the  year  1910,  the  duties  referred  to  above  have,  in 
some  cases,  been  wholly  or  partially  neglected. 

Work  in  the  Department  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. — The  present 
year,  during  which  the  .report  has  been  prepared,  has  been  one  of 
special  strain  in  the  medical  officer’s  department.  After  many  con¬ 
ferences  with  officials  of  the  Insurance  Commissioners  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  their  approval  was  obtained  of  the  scheme  for 
the  administration  of  sanatorium  benefit  which  was  sanctioned  by  the 
County  Council  in  November,  1913;  the  department  of  the  Chief  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer  was  inaugurated  and  he  took  up  his  duties  in  January, 
1914 ;  after  much  investigation  and  correspondence  premises  for  two 
Tuberculosis  dispensaries  were  secured,  finished  and  equipped  by  the 
Public  Health  Committee  ;  a  Tuberculosis  nurse  was  appointed  to  work 
under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer  ;  protracted  nego¬ 
tiations  were  entered  into  between  the  County  Council  and  the  Newburn 
Urban  District  Council  with  a  view  to  taking  over  by  the  former 
the  Newburn  Dispensary  and  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  the  Board  of  Education  for  the  use  of  part  of  the  premises 
as  a  Dental  Clinic  was  obtained  ;  some  progress  was  made  in  providing 
for  advanced  cases  of  Tuberculosis  by  the  County  Council  agreeing  to 
rent  the  Fellside  Sanatorium  from  the  Hexham  Guardians  ;  some  struc¬ 
tural  alterations  were  made  to  the  above-named  sanatorium,  the  neces¬ 
sary  staff  was  engaged  and  the  institution  was  furnished  and  equipped. 
All  the  above  arrangements  materially  increased  the  work  of  the 
department  and  entailed  a  considerable  expenditure  of  extra  time. 
The  stress  of  work  was  further  accentuated  by  the  following  circum¬ 
stances  : — The  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer  (a  lieutenant  in  the  Royal 
Army  Medical  Corps)  was  called  up  for  active  service  on  August  6th 
and  was  invalided  home  in  September,  when  he  resumed  his  duties  as 
Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer.  During  his  absence  all  the  work  falling 
upon  this  official  reverted  to  the  county  medical  officer.  In  November 
the  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer  was  again  called  up  by  the  military 
authorities  and  ordered  to  Guernsey.  After  an  interval  of  three  weeks 
the  Public  Health  Committee  were  fortunate  in  securing  the  services 
of  Dr.  Ramsbottom  who  had  previously  had  extended  experience,  both 
county  and  otherwise,  in  the  administration  of  sanatorium  benefit  under 
the  National  Insurance  Acts.  One  of  the  Health  Visitors  was  appointed 
Inspector  of  Mid  wives  under  the  Norfolk  County  Council.  Her  succes¬ 
sor  and  another  recently-appointed  Health  Visitor  as  well  as  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Nurse  were  called  up  by  the  military  authorities.  Two  members 
of  the  clerical  staff  also  left  for  military  service.  The  difficulties  which 
arose  in  carrying  out  the  work  under  the  Health  Committee,  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Committee  and  the  Insurance  Committee  were  enormously  increased 
by  the  extra  work  devolving  upon  the  department  and  by  the  above- 
named  disorganisation  of  the  staff  and  are  only  mentioned  here  because 
it  is  due  to  the  county  sanitary  inspector  and  all  my  clerical  staff  to 
say  that  without  their  hearty  co-operation  the  work  of  the  department 
could  not  have  been  carried  on  with  any  degree  of  success.  It  is  quite 
impossible  to  describe  the  whole-hearted  manner  in  which  each  and  all  of 
the  above  met  the  ever  recurring  and  increasing  difficulties ;  no  effort 
and  no  sacrifice  of  time  has  ever  been  too  great  for  them  and  it  is  largely 
due  to  their  self  sacrifice  that  it  has  been  possible  to  issue  this  report 
without  still  further  delay.  I  am  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  acknow- 
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ledging  my  indebtedness  to  the  whole  staff  for  services  already  alluded 
to  and  also  to  the  district  medical  officers  of  health,  the  surveyors  and 
sanitary  inspectors  for  much  assistance  on  many  occasions. 

Sanitary  Legislation. 

Acts,. 

The  only  Parliamentary  Bill  which  received  the  Koval  Assent  and 
which  conferred  new  duties  or  powers  on  public  health  authorities  was 
the  Public  Health  (Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Disease)  Bill,  1913. 
The  Local  Government  Board  in  a  circular  issued  in  September,  1913, 
pointed  out  that  this  Act  was  passed  with  a  view  to  removing  some 
administrative  difficulties  which  have  been  experienced  in  connection 
with  the  law  relating  to  public  health. 

Section  1  deals  with  the  disabilities  of  the  constituent  local  authori¬ 
ties  of  “  joint  boards  ”  formed  by  virtue  of  powers  given  under  Section 
281  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875.  The  new  Act  empowers  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  authorise,  by  order,  a  local  authority  to  exercise 
as  regards  its  own  district  the  powers  which  a  joint  board  are  also 
authorised  to  exercise,  e.g.,  the  establishment  of  a  tuberculosis  dis¬ 
pensary  for  its  own  district  although  the  latter  may  form  part  of  a 
united  district  under  a  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Section  2  amends  the  provisions  of  Section  130  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  as  regards  regulations  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
under  the  section  last  mentioned,  c.g.,  The  Tuberculosis  Regulations, 
1912.  The  Local  Government  Board  may  now  declare  a  county  council 
to  be  one  of  the  authorities  to  execute  and  enforce  the  regulations 
referred  to,  although  county  councils  had  not  been  established  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  the  1875  Act,  provided,  however,  that  a  county 
council  shall  not,  except  in  case  of  emergency,  be  required  to  execute 
and  enforce  any  such  regulations  without  their  consent. 

The  far-reaching  effect  of  the  new  provisions  is  exemplified  by  a 
circular  recently  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  which  stated 
that  <£  in  cases  in  which  parts  of  a  county  are  in  urgent  need  of  further 
“  hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  disease,  and  it  is  considered 
“  that  the  accommodation  required  could  be  more  expeditiously  provided 
“by  a  county  council,  the  Board  will  be  prepared  to  entertain  an  appli- 
“  cation  from  the  county  council  for  an  Order  under  Section  130  of  the 
“  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  as  amended  by  Section  2,  enabling  the 
“  county  council  to  make  the  provision  and  charge  the  cost  on  the  areas 
“served.'’  Action  has  already  been  taken  on  these  lines  by  one  county 
council  and  the  delay  caused  by  procedure  under  the  Isolation  Hospitals 
Acts  has  thus  been  avoided. 

Section  3  enables  county  councils  and  sanitary  authorities  to  make 
such  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  as  the  Local 
Government  Board  may  sanction,  and  in  the  case  of  county  councils 
the  expenditure  incurred  may  (Section  4)  be  “  general  ”  or  “  special 
and  spread  respectively  over  the  whole  or  part  of  the  county  area. 

Orders  and  Regulations. 

The  Tuberculosis  Order,  1913. — This  was  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  on  February  13th,  1913,  and  came  into  opera¬ 
tion  on  May  1st  following.  The  local  authorities  charged  with  the 
administration  of  the  Order  are  the  local  authorities  under  the  Diseases 
of  Animals  Act,  1894 — in  this  county  the  borough  councils  of  Berwick- 
on-Tweed  and  Wallsend,  and,  for  the  rest  of  the  administrative  county 
the  county  council.  The  Order  requires,  under  a  penalty,  the  notifica¬ 
tion  to  the  local  authority  of  “  any  cow  which  is,  or  appears  to  be, 
“  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  indurated  udder,  or  other 
“chronic  disease  of  the  udder;  or  any  bovine  animal  (bull,  cow,  ox, 

“  heifer  or  calf)  suffering  from  tuberculosis  with  emaciation.” 
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The  owner,  as  well  as  any  veterinary  practitioner  called  in  to  examine 
such  an  animal,  is  required  to  send  in  the  notification  referred  to  above. 
On  receiving  a  notification  the  veterinary  inspector  of  “  the  local 
authority  ”  is  required  to  inspect  the  animal  and  if  the  animal  is  found 
to  be  suffering  as  above  indicated  and  its  value  does  not  exceed  £30, 
the  local  authority  shall  cause  the  animal  to  be  slaughtered.  Provision 
is  made  in  the  Order  for  the  payment  by  the  local  authority  to  the 
owner  of  compensation,  the  amount  varying  under  certain  circumstances 
as  set  out  in  the  Order.  It  is  an  offence  to  mix  the  milk  produced  by 
any  diseased  cow  to  which  the  Order  applies,  with  other  milk,  or  to 
fail  to  carry  out  precautionary  measures  such  as  isolation,  detention^ 
disinfection,  etc. 

Several  of  the  provisions  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1894,  are 
also  now  applicable  to  animals  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  by  virtue 
of  clauses  14  and  15  of  the  Order. 


Circulars. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea:  Feeding  of  Infants:  Notification  of  Births  Act , 
1907,  etc. — The  Local  Government  Board,  in  July,  issued  an  important 
Circular  to  local  sanitary  authorities  pointing  out  the  importance  of 
taking  all  practicable  measures  for  preventing  epidemic  diarrhoea  and 
other  infectious  diseases  of  infants,  and  for  promoting  hygienic  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  feeding  of  infants.  The  value  of  providing  facilities  for 
the  visitation  of  homes  of  infants  and  of  the  adoption  of  the  Notification 
of  Births  Act,  1907,  in  districts  in  which  the  Act  has  not  been  adopted 
was  specially  emphasised. 

Attention  was  also  called  to  the  necessity  of  efficient  arrangements 
being  made  for  the  frequent  removal  of  house  and  other  refuse  and  to 
the  grave  danger,  especially  in  urban  communities,  of  the  privy  system 
for  the  storage  of  house  refuse.  In  all  districts  in  which  the  con¬ 
servancy  system  was  in  existence  and  in  which  a  sufficient  sewe,r  and 
water  supply  were  available  the  local  authority  was  urged  by  the  Board 
to  insist  on  the  abolition  of  the  insanitary  structures  alluded  to  above 
and  their  replacement  by  water  closets  and  movable,  covered  ashbins. 
Attention  was  also  drawn  to  the  importance  of  scavenging  being  carried 
out  with  properly  covered  carts  and  by  the  council’s  own  workmen. 

Receptacles  for  Poisonous  Liquids  ( Disinfectants ). — The  Board  called 
the  attention  of  local  sanitary  authorities  to  the  danger  attending 
the  distribution  of  poisonous  liquid  disinfectants  in  receptacles 
ordinarily  used  for  liquid  intended  for  consumption,  e.g.,  beer  bottles. 
The  Board  recommended  that  in  the  free  distribution  by  sanitary  autho¬ 
rities  of  poisonous  disinfectants  the  same  precautions  should  be  observed 
as  are  enforceable  when  such  preparations  are  sold,  i.e.,  the  use  of 
distinguishable  bottles  and  the  proper  marking  or  labelling  of  the  same. 

Other  Matters.- — Other  important  Circulars  issued  by  Government 
Departments  during  the  year  : — March  25th,  1913,  (Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries)  on  the  subject  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1913,  and 
containing  various  suggestions  relating  to  the  administrative  duties 
under  the  Order;  December  17th,  1913,  (Local  Government  Board) 
relating  to  various  matters  connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Hembrough, 
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THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 


Area. 

The  area  of  the  County  is  1,278,690  acres,  divided  as  follows  : — Boroughs, 
10,144  acres ;  urban  districts,  64,119  acres  ;  rural  districts,  1,204,427  acres. 

Population. 

The.  population  of  Northumberland  (exclusive  of  the  county  boroughs  of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  Tynemouth),  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1913,  was 
387,888,  being  an  increase  of  16,422  on  the  1911  census  population  of  the 
•districts  which  now  constitute  the  administrative  count}'-,  and  an  increase  of 
7,191  on  the  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1912. 

Changes  in  Area  and  Population. 

By  an  Order  of  the  County  Council  (confirmed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board)  which  took  effect  from  March  31st  a  portion  of  the  parish  of  Wood- 
horn  Demesne  in  the  rural  district  of  Morpeth  was  transferred  to  the  urban 
district  of  Newbiggin-by-tbe-Sea.  This  change  involved  an  addition  to  the 
urban  district  of  247  acres  containing  a  population  of  750  persons. 

Boroughs,  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  and  Port  Sanitary 

Authorities. 

The  County  at  the  end  of  1913  was  divided  for  the  purpose  of  sanitary 
administration  into  31  districts,  three  of  which  were  municipal  boroughs, 
eighteen  urban  districts,  and  ten  rural  districts.  There  are  also  the  Blyth 
and  Tyne  Port  Sanitary  Authorities. 

Boroughs. 

Berwick-on-Tweed,  Morpeth  and  Wallsend. 

The  population  of  the  boroughs  was  estimated  to  be  64,365  in  the  middle 
of  1913. 

Urban  Districts. 

Alnwick,  Amble,  Ashiugton,  Bedlingtonshire,  Blyth,  Cramlington,  Earsdon, 
Gosforth,  Hexham,  Longbenton,  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea,  Newburn,  Prudhoe, 
Rothbury,  Seaton  Delaval,  Seghill,  Weetslade  and  Whitley  and  Monkseaton. 

The  population  of  the  urban  districts  (estimated  to  the  middle  of  1913) 
was  220,199. 

Rural  Districts. 

Alnwick,  Belford,  Bellingham,  Castle  Ward,  Glendale,  Haltwhistle, 
Hexham,  Morpeth,  Norham  and  Islandsliires  and  Rothbury. 

The  population  of  the  rural  districts  (estimated  to  the  middle  of  1913)  was 
103,324. 

Density  of  Population. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  acre  was,  for  the  county  0*30,  for  the 
boroughs  and  urban  districts  3‘83,  and  for  the  rural  districts  04)8. 
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This,  however,  was  subject  to  great  variation ;  thus  in  the  borough  of 
Morpeth  the  average  population  to  the  acre  was  23T,  while  in  the  urban 
district  of  If  o tilbury  it  was  only  1T9.  In  the  rural  districts  the  highest  average 
per  acre  was  in  Morpeth  (0‘21),  and  the  lowest  in  Bellingham  (0,023). 

The  area  and  population  of  each  sanitary  district  in  the  administrative 
county  will  be  found  in  a  table  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Births. 

The  births  registered  durum  1913  numbered  10,228 — 8,026  of  which 
occurred  in  urban  and  2,202  in  rural  districts. 

Transferable  Births. 

As  in  the  preceding  year  the  Registrar  General  notified  (through 
the  county  medical  officer)  to  district  medical  officers  of  health  the  number 
of  births  which  though  occurring  without  the  districts  of  these  officers 
were  property  assignable  thereto,  as  well  as  the  number  of  births  occurring 
within  each  sanitary  district  which  should  be  allocated  to  some  other 
district.  The  reports  indicate  39  births  transferable  inwards  and  15  outward 
transfers,  the  balance  of  24  inward  transfers  being  added  to  the  number  of 
registered  births  (10,228)  to  obtain  the  nett  number  of  births,  10,252, 
belonging  to  the  administrative  county. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  county  was  26"43  (27"05  in  1912  and  27'48  in  1911). 

Of  the  nett  births,  8,047  occurred  in  the  boroughs  and  urban  districts, 
and  2,205  in  the  rural  districts.  The  birth  rate  for  the  former  was  28‘2S  per 
1,000  (29‘25  in  1912),  and  for  the  latter  2T34  (2T09  in  1912). 

The  birth  rate  in  the  administrative  county  has  decreased  by  0-62  per 
1,000  population  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  was  1\83  lower 
than  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

In  urban  districts  in  the  county  a  decrease  of  0’97  was  recorded  in  com¬ 
parison  with  the  preceding  year,  and  a  decrease  of  T96  when  compared  with 
the  average  of  the  ten  years  1904-1913;  in  rural  districts  the  birth  rate 
exceeded  that  for  the  previous  year  by  0‘25,  and  was  lower  by  3T8  than  the 
average  rate  for  the  past  ten  years. 

In  England  and  Wales  the  birth  rate  was  OT  higher  in  1913  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  1‘8  lower  than  the  mean  rate  during  the  ten  years 
1904-1913. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  rates: — 


- 

Birth. 

Bate. 

Increase  since 
1912. 

Decrease  since 
1912. 

Administrative  County 

26-43 

0-62 

Urban  districts  ... 

28*28 

— 

0-97 

Rural  districts  ... 

2T34 

0-25 

— 

England  and  Wales 

23-90 

010 

— 

The  three  highest  birth  rates  per  1,000  living  were  recorded  in  the 
following  districts : — 


Urban  Districts. 

Birth 

Kate. 

Kural  Districts. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Ashington  ... 

35-56 

Haltwffiistle 

26-64 

Earsdon 

32-75 

Morpeth  ... 

24‘66 

Longbenton 

31-75 

N orham  and  Islandsliires 

21-78 

i 


The  three  lowest  were  returned  from  the  districts  in  the  undermentioned 
table  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Rural  Districts. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Whitley  and  Monkseaton . . . 

15-74 

Belford 

16-93 

Rotlibury  ... 

16-38 

Rothbury  ... 

18-18 

Hexham 

18-47 

Hexham  ... 

18-90 

During  the  year  under  consideration  the  birth  rate  showed  an  increase  in 
5  urban  and  in  5  rural  districts ;  in  16  urban  and  in  5  rural  districts  the  rate 
showed  a  decrease.  In  13  urban  and  2  rural  districts  the  birth  rate  exceeded, 
and  in  8  urban  and  8  rural  districts  was  below,  the  rate  for  England  and 
"Wales. 

The  following  table  shows  the  birth  rates  during  the  last  ten  years  : — 


Year. 

Number  of 

births  per  1,000  living-  during  the  years  1901-1913. 

Administrative 

Brr  an 

Rural 

England  and 

County. 

Districts. 

Districts. 

Wales. 

1904 

29-42 

30-89 

26  21 

27-9 

1905 

30-41 

32-89 

26-62 

27 -2 

1906  ... 

29  09 

31  39 

25-47 

27-0 

1907  ... 

28-25 

3044 

24-75 

263 

1908 

2946 

31-83 

2561 

265 

1909  ... 

28-43 

30-06 

2571 

25  6 

1910  ... 

26-91 

28-96 

23-16 

25-1 

1911  ... 

27-48 

29-48 

2356 

24-4 

1912 

27-05 

29-25 

2L-09 

23-8 

1913 

26-43 

28-28 

21-34 

23-9 

Mean . . . 

28-26 

30-24 

24-52 

257 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  1913  was  5,175.  Of  these,  3,774 
occurred  in  urban,  and  1,401  in  rural  districts. 

Transferable  Deaths. 

During  the  year  the  Registrar  General  notified  to  each  district  medical 
officer  of  health  (through  the  county  medical  officer)  the  number  of  deaths 
properly  assignable  to  his  district  which  had  occurred  in  any  part  of  England 
and  Wales  outside  that  district  (transferable  deaths  inwards),  and  also 
supplied  a  list  of  deaths  occurring  in  each  sanitary  district  in  the  county, 
which  should  be  allocated  to  other  localities  (transferable  deaths  outwards). 
The  reports  of  the  district  medical  officers  indicate  that  the  transferable 
deaths  inwards  numbered  447  and  those  transferable  outwards  340 ;  the 
difference  of  107  in  favour  of  the  inward  transfers  added  to  the  number  of 
registered  deaths  (5,175)  gives  the  nett  number  of  deaths  belonging  to 
the  administrative  county. 

Of  the  5,282  nett  deaths,  3,936  occurred  in  the  urban  and  1,346  in  the  rural 
districts. 

Details  of  the  deaths  and  death  rates  in  the  several  districts  are  given  in 
the  table  at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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The  nett  death  rate  for  the  county  was.13’61,  as  compared  with  12'98  in 
1912  and  1396  in  1911 ;  that  of  the  boroughs  and  urban  districts  was  13-83, 
as  compared  with  13\31  in  1912,  and  14‘26  in  1911;  the  rural  death  rate  was 
13  02,  as  against  12  09  in  1912,  and  13‘44  in  1911. 

The  county  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution, 
was  13'52.  The  urban  and  rural  death  rates,  similarly  corrected,  were 
respectively,  14' 08  and  12' 15. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  13'4,  as  against  13‘3  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  approximate  urban  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1420, 
and  the  approximate  rural  death  rate  12-86. 

The  death  rates  referred  to  in  the  following  tables  and  diagrams  are  those 
calculated  upon  the  nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  administrative  county. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  rates  : — 


Death 

Rate. 

Increase  since 
1912. 

Decrease  since 
1912. 

Administrative  County 

13-61 

063 

U rban  districts  ... 

13-83 

0-52 

— 

Rural  districts  ... 

13-02 

0-93 

— 

England  and  W ales 

13-40 

o-io 

— 

The  three  highest  death  rates  per  1,000  living  in  each  class  of  district 
were  found  to  be  as  follows  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

Death 

Rate. 

Rural  Districts. 

Death 

Rate. 

Morpeth 

17-39 

Glendale  ... 

15-97 

Blytli 

16-03 

Norham  and  Islandshires 

14-06 

Berwick 

15-60 

Hexham  ... 

13-26 

while  the  three  lowest  were  recorded  as  under  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

Death 

Rate. 

Rural  Districts. 

Death 

Rate. 

Seaton  Delaval 

1024 

Morpeth 

1205 

Newbiggin 

10-42 

Rothbury  ... 

1212 

Whitley  and  Monk seaton 

1045 

Bellingham 

12-34 

During  the  year  under  consideration  the  death  rate  showed  an  increase  in 
12  boroughs  and  urban  districts,  and  in  8  rural  districts;  in  8  boroughs  and 
urban  districts,  and  in  2  rural  districts  the  rate  showed  a  decrease.  In  10 
urban  districts  and  in  2  rural  districts  the  rate  exceeded,  and  in  11  urban  and 
in  8  rural  districts  was  below,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Administrative  County. 

Birtli  rates  and  death  rates  per  1,000  population,  1894-1913. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  for  the  last  10  years : — 


Number  of  deaths  per  1,000  living  during  the  years  1904-1913. 


Year. 

Administrative 

County. 

Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

England  and 
Wales. 

1904 . 

17T2 

17-60 

15-99 

16-2 

1905 . 

15-01 

15-67 

14-00 

15-2 

1906 . 

14-52 

15-16 

13-51 

15-4 

1907 . 

13-51 

13-58 

13-40 

15-0 

1908 . 

14-82 

15-37 

13-91 

147 

1909 . 

13-39 

1372 

12-84 

14-5 

1910 . 

12-99 

13-18 

12-65 

13-5 

1911 . 

13-96 

14-26 

13-44 

146 

1912  .. 

1298 

13-31 

12-09 

13-3 

1913 . 

13-61 

1383 

13-02 

13-4 

Mean 

14-21 

14-57 

13  53 

14-6 

In  the  diagram  on  page  9  the  curves  indicate  variations  in  the  birth  rate 
and  general  death  rate  during  the  years  1894  to  1913  inclusive. 


Infant  Mortality  (Under  One  Year). 


Number  of 
Deaths. 

Death  rate 
per  1,000 
births. 

Increase  sin  e  e 
1912. 

Decrease  sine 
1912. 

Administrative  County  , . . 

1,142 

111-39 

17-59 

Urban  districts 

934 

11606 

18-63 

Rural  districts 

208 

94-33 

14-32 

England  and  Wales 

95,801 

109-00 

14-00 

In  12  of  the  urban  districts  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  higher,  and  in  9 
lower,  than  in  1912. 

In  6  of  the  rural  districts  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  higher,  and  in  4 
lower,  than  in  1912. 

In  14  urban  and  in  3  rural  districts  the  infant  mortality  rate  exceeded, 
and  in  7  urban  and  7  rural  districts  was  less  than,  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales. 


The  three  highest  infant  mortality  rates  per  1,000  births  wrere  recorded  in 
the  following  districts  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  (per 
1000  births.) 

Rural  Districts. 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  (per 
1000  births) . 

Cramlington 

16228 

Castle  Ward 

135  33 

Ashington 

151-93 

Morpeth... 

117T1 

Morpeth ... 

148-14 

Bellingham 

110T6 

The  three  lowest  were  returned  from  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  (per 
1000  births). 

Rural  Districts. 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  (per 
1000  births) . 

Rothbury 

Nil 

Belford  ... 

47-61 

Whitley  &  Monkseaton... 

49-18 

Hexham  ... 

71-60 

Amble  ... 

68-49 

Glendale... 

73-86 

li 


The  following  table  shows  the  infant  mortality  rates  during  the  ten  years 
1904-1913 : — 


Number  of  infant  deaths  per  l,00u  births  during  the  years  1904-1913. 


Year. 

A  dministrative 
County. 

Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

England  and 
Wales. 

1904 . 

168-69 

179-17 

14173 

145- 

1905 . 

133-57 

145-06 

111-83 

128- 

1906 . 

136-28 

146-27 

116-94 

133- 

1907 . 

102-93 

120-89 

97-24 

118* 

1908 . 

146-41 

154-89 

129-92 

121- 

1909 . 

106-99 

121-28 

79-18 

109- 

1910 . 

11473 

122-82 

96-22 

106- 

1911  . 

136-79 

14299 

12153 

130- 

1912 . 

9380 

97  43 

80-01 

95- 

1913 . 

111-39 

116-06 

94-33 

109- 

Mean 

127-00 

134-95 

108-26 

119-4 

The  diagram  on  page  12  indicates  the  variations  in  the  infant  mortality  rate 
(per  1,000  births)  for  the  years  1894-1913. 

The  following  table  shows  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths  under  one  year 
occurred  and  the  causes  of  death. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Aoe  Periods. 

Under 

1  week 

1  week  & 
under 

1  month 

1  and 
under 

3  months 

3  and 

under 

6  months 

6  and 
under 

9  months 

9  and 
under 

12  months 

Total. 

Small-pox  ... 

j. _ 

- 

- 

i 

. 

Chicken-pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Measles 

— 

— 

2 

— 

6 

16 

24 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

2 

6 

Whooping-  Cough  ... 

— 

2 

8 

6 

13 

13 

42 

Diarrhoea  ... 

— 

2 

11 

18 

21 

9 

61 

Enteritis 

1 

— 

11 

26 

20 

17 

75 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

6 

11 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 

— 

— 

2 

8 

2 

4 

16 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

6 

14 

Congenital  Malformations 

15 

10 

5 

4 

3 

1 

38 

Premature  Birth  ... 

159 

34 

9 

4 

2 

— 

208 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

79 

54 

57 

40 

12 

10 

252 

Atelectasis  ... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Injury  at  Birth 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Syphilis 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

5 

"Ricketts 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)  ... 

2 

•  — 

8 

2 

6 

6 

24 

Convulsions 

8 

14 

14 

16 

11 

8 

71 

Gastritis 

— 

1 

2 

8 

4 

2 

17 

Laryngitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchitis  ... 

1 

13 

18 

22 

16 

7 

77 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

— 

8 

22 

30 

25 

24 

109 

Suffocation,  overlying 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  causes 

22 

15 

9 

13 

12 

4 

75 

Total . 

297 

155 

|  190 

203 

160 

137 

1,142 

12 


Administrative  County. 
Infant  mortality  rates  1894-1913. 
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The  various  causes — antenatal  and  postnatal — have  been  dealt  with  in 
previous  reports. 

The  warm  weather  which  prevailed  during  the  summer  of  1913  probably 
accounted  to  some  extent  for  the  increase  in  the  infant  mortality  rate,  the 
deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  among  children  under  2  years  of  age 
numbering  200  (0’51  per  1,000  population),  compared  with  66  (007  per 
1,000  population)  during  the  preceding  year. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  administrative  county  though  higher 
during  1913  than  during  the  previous  year,  was  below  the  mean  rate  for  the 
last  ten  years. 

Deaths  under  5  Years. 

The  deaths  under  5  years  numbered  1,677  (1,383  occurring  in  urban  and 
294  in  rural  districts)  giving  a  deaili  rate  at  this  age  period  of  43  per  1,000 
living,  as  compared  with  3'8  in  1912  and  5'2  in  1911. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  for  the  ten  years  1904  to  1913 
inclusive : — 


Year. 

Admin:  strative 
County. 

Urban  Districts. 

Kural  Districts. 

1904  . 

69 

7-7 

5-2 

1905  . 

5*6 

66 

4-1 

1906  . 

5‘6 

6'6 

39 

1907  . 

4-6 

5-3 

3-3 

1908  . 

5'8 

67 

4-3 

1909  . 

45 

5'3 

33 

1910  . 

44 

5'2 

3  0 

1911  . 

5’2 

60 

3-8 

1912  . 

3-8 

43 

2-2 

1913  . 

4-3 

4-8 

2'8 

Mean  ... 

5'1 

6-5 

2-4 

Deaths  at  65  Years  and  Upwards. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  this  age  period  was  1,524,  giving  a  death  rate  of 
3*9  per  1,000  living. 

Of  these  1,007  took  place  in  the  urban,  and  517  in  the  rural  districts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  for  the  ten  years  1904  to  1913 
inclusive:  — 


Year. 

Administrative 

County. 

Urban  Districts. 

Rural  Districts. 

1904  . 

3'5 

3'1 

4-2 

1905  . 

3’5 

3-1 

4*3 

1906 

37 

3-2 

40 

1907  . 

3-7 

3'0 

4-6 

1908  . 

3-4 

30 

4-0 

1909  . 

3-3 

2-8 

4-2 

1910  . 

33 

2'9 

40 

1911  . 

3-6 

30 

4‘6 

1912  . 

3’8 

3-4 

4’9 

1913  . 

3-9 

3-5 

5-0 

Mean  ... 

3-6 

30 

3-9 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

The  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  in  the  Administrative  County 
numbered  4,407.  Of  the  above,  3,510  were  notified  in  boroughs  and  urban 
districts  and  897  in  rural  districts. 

The  attack  rate  per  1,000  of  population  in  the  Administrative  County  was 
11*36 ;  in  the  boroughs  and  urban  districts  12*33,  and  in  the  rural  districts  8*68. 

The  accompanying  table  indicates  the  nature  and  distribution  of  the  cases 
notified : — 


Sanitary  districts. 

Smallpox. 

Diphtheria,  including 
Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteiic  Fever. 

Relapsing  and 

Continued 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Other  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis. 

Total  number  notified. 

Municipal  Boroughs — 
Berwick-on-Tweed  ... 

22 

4 

36 

5 

1 

1 

20 

7 

96 

Morpeth  . 

— 

3 

1 

ii 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

10 

38 

W allsen  d 

— 

97 

24 

199 

— 

49 

1 

— 

— 

— 

119 

86 

575 

Urban  Districts — 

Alnwick 

— 

5 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

15 

Amble . 

— 

o 

O 

2 

69 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- . 

— 

5 

1 

80 

Ashing  ton  . 

— 

54 

16 

380 

— 

25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

63 

34 

573 

Bedlingtonshire  . 

1 

21 

7 

89 

— 

21 

— 

— 

— 

1 

32 

27 

199 

Blyth  . 

— 

34 

43 

350 

— 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

48 

30 

527 

Cramlington . 

— 

1 

o 

O 

119 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

11 

146 

Earsdon  . 

— 

44 

s 

115 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

14 

6 

191 

Gosfortli  . 

— 

31 

7 

52 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

12 

132 

Hexham  . 

— 

6 

3 

10 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

5 

34 

Longbenton  . 

— 

17 

19 

63 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

17 

11 

129 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea 

— 

5 

4 

27 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

45 

Newburn  ...  . 

— 

44 

5 

71 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55 

32 

212 

Prudhoe  . 

— 

7 

10 

12 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

7 

47 

Rothbury 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

4 

Seaton  Delaval  . 

— 

12 

12 

129 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

3 

167 

Seghill . 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

Weetslade  . 

— 

6 

5 

121 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

4 

150 

Whitley  and  Monkseaton  . . . 

— 

35 

11 

69 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

8 

144 

Rural  Districts — 

Alnwick 

— 

30 

5 

80 

— 

1 

— : 

— 

— 

- - 

17 

2 

135 

Belford  . 

— 

2 

3 

7 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15 

Bellingham  . 

— 

— 

3 

70 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

5 

85 

Castle  Ward . 

— 

31 

9 

91 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

10 

165 

Glendale 

— 

10 

— 

18 

— 

7 

— 

1 

— 

— 

9 

8 

53 

Haltwhistle  . 

— 

40 

4 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

61 

Hexham  .  . 

— 

13 

16 

22 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

15 

95 

Morpeth  . 

— 

57 

19 

85 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

25 

215 

Norham  &  Islandshire 

— 

8 

2 

23 

4 

5 

42 

Rothbury  . 

— 

2 

2 

16 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

31 

Totals  . 

1 

640  249 

1 

2355 

— 

175 

2  j 

5 

1 

4  595  :380 

1  1 

4407 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  zymotic  diseases  which  are  generally  notifiable  are  Small-pox,  Scar¬ 
latina,  Diphtheria,  and  Fevers  (Typhus,  Enteric,  Continued,  and  He  lapsing). 
The  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  upon  which  the  zymotic  death  rate  is 
calculated,  are  the  four  just  mentioned,  and  in  addition  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough,  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years). 

Four  hundred  and  ninety-nine  deaths  were  caused  by  the  seven  principal 
zymotic  diseases,  being  an  increase  of  110  compared  with  the  number 
registered  in  1912.  Of  these  deaths  425  took  place  in  the  urban,  and 
74  in  the  rural  districts. 
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The  three  zymotic  diseases  which  caused  the  greatest  mortality  were  : — 


Diseases. 

Numbers  in 
1913. 

Numbers  in 
1912. 

Numbers  in 
1911. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

200 

66 

446 

2  years) 

Measles  ... 

90 

126 

69 

"Whooping  Cough 

86 

83 

105 

As  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  "Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  are  not  generally 
notifiable,  no  information  can  be  given  as  to  the  number  of  cases  which 
occurred. 


The  following  table  shows  the  districts,  urban  and  rural,  in  which  the 
zymotic  death  rate  was  highest  : — 


Urban. 

Death 

Bate. 

Rural. 

Death 

Bate. 

Ashington ... 

2-82 

Morpeth  ... 

1*38 

Newburn  ... 

2-26 

Castle  Ward 

1*20 

Blyth 

2-08 

Norliam  and  Islandshires. . . 

0-85 

The  lowest  death  rates  from  zymotic  disease  are  shown  m  the  next  table  : — 


Urban. 

Death 

Bate. 

Rural . 

Death 

Rate. 

Bo thbury  ... 

Nil. 

Bellingham 

Nil. 

Seghill 

Nil. 

Belford 

0*20 

Alnwick  ... 

0*28 

Botlibury  ... 

021 

Amble 

0*40 

The  comparative  rates  are  set  out  in  the  following  table : — 


Death 

Rate. 

Increase  since 
1912. 

Decrease  since 

1912. 

Administrative  County 

1*28 

0*26 

Urban  districts 

1*49 

0*33 

— 

Bural  districts  ... 

0*71 

0*09 

— 

England  and  W ales  ... 

1*20 

0*22 

— 

During  the  year  under  consideration  the  zymotic  death  rate  showed  an 
increase  in  10  urban  and  5  rural  districts ;  in  9  urban  and  5  rural  districts 
the  rate  showed  a  decrease ;  in  7  urban  districts  and  in  1  rural  district  this 
rate  was  above,  and  in  14  urban  and  8  rural  districts  below  that  for  England 
and  "Wales ;  in  one  rural  district  the  rate  was  identical  with  that  for  the 
whole  country. 


Table  showing  death  rates  per  1,000  from  each  of  the  7  princixal  zymotic 
diseases  for  the  5  years  ending  1913  : — 


Diseases. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Increase 

1912-1913. 

Decrease 

1912-1913. 

Smallpox  ... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

_ 

Scarlatina ... 

0*045 

0*047 

0*021 

0*105 

0*092 

— 

0.013 

Diphtheria 

0*123 

0063 

0*115 

0*152 

0*139 

0*013 

— 

Eevers 

0*051 

0*052 

0*145 

0*042 

0*085 

0*043 

— 

Measles 

0*185 

0*148 

0*185 

0*331 

0*232 

— 

0*100 

Whooping  Cough 

0*185 

0*169 

0*282 

0*218 

0*221 

0*003 

— 

Diarrhoea  ... 

0*439 

0*531 

*1T99 

#0*173 

*0*515 

0*342 

~ 

*  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2  years. 
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Cases  of  zymotic  diseases  notified  from  each  district  : — 


Number  of  per¬ 
sons  per  1000, 
attacked  by 
zymotic 
diseases 
notified.* 

Mortality  rate 
per  1000  from 
zymotic 
diseases 
notified  or 
ascertained. 

Mortality  rates. 

District. 

Number 
of  cases 
notified. 

Increase 

since  1912. 

Decrease 
since  1912. 

1 

Urban. 

Alnwick 

11 

1-6 

0-28 

0-57 

Amble 

72 

14‘4 

0-40 

— 

— 

Ashington 

460 

16-2 

2-82 

1-68 

— 

Bedlingtonshire 

132 

5*0 

1-44 

— 

0-32 

Berwick-on-T  weed, boro’  of 

63 

4'0 

1-07 

0'08 

— 

Blyth  . 

406 

126 

2-08 

0-14 

— 

Cramlington 

124 

15-0 

0-97 

— 

0-25 

Earsdon 

162 

14*8 

1-74 

0-63 

— 

Gosfortk 

86 

5-4 

0-57 

— 

0D2 

Hexham 

18 

21 

0'94 

0*59 

— 

Longbenton 

81 

6*4 

1-19 

0.56 

— 

Morpeth,  boro’  of 

15 

1-9 

105 

— 

001 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea  ... 

35 

6'5 

0-93 

— 

162 

Newburn 

119 

6-5 

2-26 

0-45 

— 

Prudhoe  ... 

20 

2-3 

1-30 

0.82 

— 

Rothbury 

1 

0-9 

Nil. 

— 

- — - 

Seaton  JDelaval  ... 

143 

17-8 

0-99 

0-69 

— 

Seghill  ... 

3 

1*5 

Nil. 

— 

0A8 

Wallsend,  boro’  of 

346 

7-9 

1*76 

0-58 

— 

Weetslade 

128 

18  6 

0-58 

— 

016 

Whitley  &  Monkseaton. 

109 

7-0 

0-51 

009 

Rural. 

Alnwick 

111 

i 

9-1 

0-32 

0-34 

Belford  ... 

11 

2-2 

0-20 

— 

0-20 

Bellingham 

70 

12-1 

Nil. 

— 

0-34 

Castle  Ward 

126 

lO'l 

120 

0-63 

— 

Glendale 

35 

4-1 

0-81 

0*35 

— 

Haltwliistle 

51 

5-8 

079 

o-io 

— 

Hexham 

39 

1-8 

0-40 

— 

0A4 

Morpeth 

146 

8’1 

1-38 

0-54 

— 

Norliam  &  Islandshires... 

31 

5-3 

0*85 

0A7 

— 

Rothbury 

19 

4-1 

0-21 

065 

*  Exclusive  of  Measles,  Whooping  cougli  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  the  attack,  rate 
for  which  cannot  he  ascertained,  owing  to  those  diseases  not  being  generally  notified. 


Cholera. 

No  cases  of  Cholera  occurred  during  the  year. 

Plague. 

No  cases  were  recognised  in  any  part  of  the  county. 

Small-pox. 

Only  one  case  was  notified  during  the  year  under  review ;  no  death  from 
this  cause  was  recorded. 
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Cerebro-Spixal  Meningitis. 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  reported  but  no  death  occurred. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Pour  cases  was  reported  and  one  death  took  place. 

Anthrax. 

No  cases  of  this  disease  in  the  human  subject  were  notified. 

Chicken-pox. 

Chicken-pox  wTas  reported  from  six  sanitary  districts;  the  chief 
interest  in  connection  with  the  disease  is  its  resemblance  to  a  very  modified 
type  of  Small-pox. 

This  disease  was  the  cause  of  school  closure  in  the  Rothbury  Rural  District ; 
the  schools  affected  were  the  Harbottle  C.E.  (3  wreeks)  and  the  Holystone 
C  E.  (3  weeks). 

Scarlatina. 

Two  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  cases  of  Scarlatina  wrere  notified 
during  the  year  (1,932  m  the  urban,  and  423  in  the  rural  districts),  causing 
34  deaths.  The  mortality  from  this  cause  in  1912  was  40,  and  in  1911 
the  deaths  numbered  8.  Thirty-seven  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  urban  and 
3  in  rural  districts. 


The  following  table  gives  the  comparative  death  rates : — 


Death 

Rate 

per  1,000. 

Increase  since 
1912. 

Decrease  since 
1912. 

Administrative  County 

0D92 

0-013 

U rban  districts 

0-119 

— 

0014 

Rural  districts 

0-019 

— 

0  010 

England  and  Wales  ... 

0-060 

0010 

— 

In  urban  districts  the  greatest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  Ashington 
(380),  Blyth  (350),  Wallsend  (199),  Seaton  Delaval  (129)  and  Weetslade 
(121). 

In  rural  districts  the  greatest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  Castle  Ward 
(91),  Morpeth  (85),  Alnwick  (80)  and  Bellingham  (70). 

The  periods  of  the  year  during  which  Scarlet  fever  was  most  prevalent 
wrnre  the  months  of  August  to  December  inclusive. 


The  subjoined  table  gives,  for  the  years  1904-1913,  the  number  of  persons 
per  1,000  living  attacked  by  Scarlet  fever,  and  the  percentage  of  deaths 
among  cases  notified  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

Rural  Districts. 

Administrative 

County 

"Y  Ci.il  • 

Attack  rate 

No.  of  deaths 

Attack  rate 

No.  of  deaths 

Attack  rate 

No.  of  deaths 

per  1,000 

per  cent,  of 

per  1,000 

per  cent,  of 

per  1,000 

per  cent,  of 

living'. 

cases  notified. 

living. 

cases  notified. 

living. 

cases  notified. 

1904 

5-24 

2-7 

8-04 

4-0 

6-12 

32 

1905 

3-37 

3'0 

4-60 

2-3 

3-85 

2.7 

1906 

2-71 

34 

2-76 

10 

2-73 

25 

1907 

1-74 

23 

3-08 

1-7 

2  22 

20 

1908 

1-35 

0  9 

1-74 

Nil. 

1-50 

05 

1909 

3  05 

2'1 

4-53 

03 

360 

1-2 

1910 

2-29 

1-6 

2-65 

25 

2’42 

1-9 

1911 

2-24 

1-2 

1-89 

04 

2-12 

10 

1912 

5-80 

23 

2-21 

1-3 

4-83 

2-1 

1913 

6-78 

1-7 

4*09 

0-4 

607 

1-5 

Mean. 

362 

22 

3  72 

1-8 

3-66 

20 
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The  above-named  disease  was  responsible  for  the  closure  of  schools 
in  the  under-mentioned  districts  for  the  times  specified  : — - 

In  the  Bellingham  Rural  District,  Bellingham  C.  (3  weeks),  Corsen- 
side  G.  (2  weeks)  (also  for  Measles),  Emblehope  C.  (1  week),  Hott  C. 
(7  weeks),  Kielder  (1  week)  ;  in  the  Halt  whistle  Rural  District,  Melk- 
ridge  C.  (6  weeks)  ;  in  the  Morpeth  Rural  District,  Stobswood  C.  (4 
weeks)  (also  for  Measles)  ;  in  the  Rothbury  Rural  District,  Elsdon  C.E. 
(8  weeks)  (also  for  Measles). 

Measles. 

Ninety  deaths  occurred,  74  of  which  were  in  the  urban,  and  16  in  the 
rural  districts. 


The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  rates  : — 


Death 
Kate 
per  1,000. 

Increase  since 
1912. 

Decrease  since 
1912, 

Administrative  County 

023 

0T0 

Urban  districts 

0-26 

— 

0'12 

Rural  districts 

0'15 

— 

0  02 

England  and  Wales  ... 

0-28 

0V7 

It  was  considered  necessary  to  resort  to  school  closure  on  account  of 
the  above-named  disease  in  the  under-mentioned  districts  for  the  times 
specified 

In  the  Hexham  Urban  District,  Hexham  C.  (1  week),  Hexham  R.C. 
(1  week)  ;  in  the  Newburn  Urban  District,  Throcklev  Und.  Infants  (1 
week)  :  in  the  Rothbury  Urban  District,  Rothbury  C.E.  (4  weeks)  ;  in 
the  Alnwick  Rural  District,  Felton  R.C.  (1  week)  ;  in  the  Belford  Rural 
District,  Bamburgh  C.E.  (5  weeks),  Beadnell  C.E.  (4  weeks)  ;  in  the 
Bellingham  Rural  District,  Corsenside  C.  (3  weeks)  (also  for  Scarlet 
fever),  Plashetts  C.  (4  weeks)  ;  in  the  Castle  Ward  Rural  District, 
Dinnington  C.E.  (3  weeks)  ;  in  the  Glendale  Rural  District,  Branton 
Presbyterian  (4  weeks),  Chatton  C.E.  (6  weeks),  Crookham  C.  (7  weeks), 
Hazelrigg  P.  (6  weeks),  Ingram  C.  (1  week),  Mindrum  C.  (1  week)  ;  in 
the  Haltwhistle  Rural  District,  Featherstone  (2  weeks),  Greenhead  C.E. 
(3  weeks),  Henshaw  C.E.  (2  weeks)  ;  in  the  Hexham  Rural  District, 
Allendale  Town  C.  (2  weeks),  Beaufront  C.  (2  weeks),  Blanchland  C.E. 
(5  weeks),  Broomhaugh  (3  weeks),  Broomley  C.  (3  weeks),  Catton  C. 
(3  weeks),  Colwell  R.C.  (3  weeks),  Deanraw  C.  (3  weeks),  Newbrough 
(2  weeks),  Ovingham  (3  weeks)  ;  in  the  Morpeth  Rural  District,  Stobs- 
Avood  C.  (1  week)  (also  for  Scarlet  fever),  Ulgham  C.E.  (6  weeks), 
Widdrington  C.  (3  weeks)  ;  in  the  Norham  and  Islandshires  Rural 
District,  Cornhill  C.E.  (4  Aveeks)  ;  in  the  Rothbury  Rural  District, 
Elsdon  C.E.  (11  weeks)  (also  for  Scarlet  fever),  Hesleyhurst  Lee  C.E. 
(4  Aveeks),  Longframlington  C.E.  (4  weeks). 

Mumps. 

It  was  not  considered  desirable  to  close  any  school  on  account  of  the 
above-named  disease. 

Influenza. 

It  Avas  unnecessary  to  resort  to  school  closure  in  any  part  of  the 
administrative  county  on  account  of  this  disease. 

Typhus  Fever. 

No  case  of  this  disease  was  reported  in  the  county  during  the  year 
under  consideration. 

Enteric  Fever. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-five  cases  of  Enteric  fever  were  notified  during 
the  year,  resulting  in  33  deaths.  (The  mortality  from  this  cause  in  1912 
was  16,  and  in  1911,  54.)  Of  these  deaths  28,  occurred  in  the  urban,  and 
5  in  the  rural  districts. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  rates  : — 


Death 
Rate 
per  1,000. 

Increase  since 
1912. 

Decrease  since 
1912. 

Administrative  County 

0085 

0043 

Urban  districts 

0'098 

0045 

— 

Rural  districts 

0-049 

0-040 

— 

England  and  Wales  ... 

*0-040 

r 

*  Prior  to  1913  tlie  Registrar  General  did  not  give  the  death  rate  for  Enteric 

(or  Typhoid)  singly. 


Of  the  175  cases  notified  or  ascertained  during  the  year,  152  occurred  in 
the  urban  and  23  in  the  rural  districts. 

The  rate  per  1,000  population  of  cases  notified  was  0'45.  In  the  boroughs 

and  urban  districts  the  greatest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  Wall  send  (49), 
Ashington  (25),  Blyth  (22)  and  Bedlingtonshire  (21). 

In  the  rural  districts  the  greatest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  Glendale  (7) 
and  Castle  Ward  Hexham  and  Morpeth  (each  4). 

The  periods  of  the  year  during  wThich  Enteric  fever  was  most  prevalent 
were  the  months  of  September,  October  and  November. 


The  subjoined  table  gives,  for  the  years  1904-1913,  the  number  of  persons 
per  1,000  attacked  by  Enteric  fever,  and  the  percentage  of  deaths  occurring 
among  the  cases  notified  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

Rxiral  Districts. 

Administrative 

County. 

Year. 

Attack  rate 

No.  of  deaths 

Attack  rate 

No.  of  deaths 

Attack  rate 

No.  of  deaths 

per  1,000 

per  cent,  of 

per  1,000 

per  cent,  of 

per  1,000 

per  cent,  of 

li'  iug. 

cases  notified 

living. 

cases  notified 

living. 

cases  notified 

1904 

0-56 

16-8 

045 

11-6 

0-50 

15-4 

1905 

0-76 

16-8 

0-47 

6-3 

0-64 

138 

1906 

070 

20-1 

0-49 

10-4 

0-62 

171 

1907 

033 

15-2 

0-22 

96 

0-29 

13-5 

1908 

0-63 

146 

0-49 

io-i 

0-58 

13-2 

1909 

0-37 

14-9 

0  32 

88 

035 

12-8 

1910 

0-26 

187 

0-23 

22-5 

0-25 

20-0 

1911 

0-94 

18  0 

0-39 

240 

0-76 

19-0 

1912 

0-42 

12-6 

015 

6-2 

0-35 

11-8 

1913 

0-53 

18-4 

022 

21-7 

0-45 

18-8 

Mean. 

0-55 

16-9 

035 

125 

0-48 

15-8 

This  disease  was  the  cause  of  school  closure  in  the  Rothbury  Rural  District ; 
the  school  affected  was  the  Callaly  school  and  the  period  of  closure  was  two 
weeks. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

Six  hundred  and  forty  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  (447  cases  from 
urban,  and  193  from  rural  districts.) 

The  diseases  (one  or  both  of  them)  were  notified  or  ascertained  from  28 
districts  (27  districts  in  1912) 

The  three  districts  from  which  no  cases  were  reported  were  the  urban 
districts  of  Rothbury  and  Seghill  and  the  rural  district  of  Bellingham. 

Fifty-four  deaths  occurred  from  the  above  diseases  during  the  year ;  44 
deaths  were  registered  in  the  urban,  and  10  in  the  rural  districts. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  rates : — 


Death 
Eate 
per  1,000. 

Increase  since 
1912. 

Decrease  since 
1912. 

Administrative  County 

0139 

— 

0D13 

Urban  districts 

0154 

-  — * 

0014 

Rural  districts 

0-097 

— 

o-oio 

England  and  Wales  ... 

0-120 

0-010 

— 

The  subjoined  table  gives,  for  the  years  1904-1913,  the  number  of  persons 
per  1,000  living  attacked  by  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  and  the 
percentage  of  deaths  among  cases  notified  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

Eural  Districts. 

Administrative 

County. 

Year. 

Attack  rate 
per  1,000 
lining. 

No.  of  deaths 
per  cent,  of 
cases  notified 

Attack  rate 
per  1,000 
living. 

No.  of  deaths 
per  cent,  of 
cases  notified 

At  tack rate 
per  1.000 
living. 

No.  of  deaths 
per  cent,  of 
cases  notified 

1904 

0  54 

16T 

1-22 

15-6 

0-75 

1 5"9 

1905 

0-68 

223 

1-33 

16-3 

0-93 

18-9 

1906 

1-64 

17-6 

1-41 

9  9 

1"55 

14-8 

1907 

2-42 

94 

1-87 

9'8 

2-20 

9-5 

1908 

216 

7-4 

2-86 

5-8 

243 

6-6 

1909 

1-91 

65 

2-50 

4‘8 

2-13 

5-7 

1910 

1-67 

4-1 

1-02 

51 

1  44 

44 

1911 

1-69 

7-6 

1-60 

5"4 

1-66 

6-9 

1912 

1-60 

105 

104 

10-2 

145 

10-4 

1913 

1-57 

9-8 

1-87 

5-2 

1-65 

84 

Mean. 

1-57 

9-7 

1-69 

8-1 

1-61 

94 

School  closure  was  found  necessary  on  account  of  the  above-named 
disease  in  the  Alnwick  Rural  District,  Alnmouth  C.  (6  weeks),  Shilbottle 
C.E.  (1  week)  ;  in  the  Belford  Rural  District,  Lucker  C.  (1  week)  ;  in  the 
Glendale  Rural  District,  Doddington  C.E.  (6  weeks)  ;  in  the  Morpeth 
Rural  District,  Stobswood  C.  (3  weeks). 

Several  district  councils  provided  antitoxin  for  the  treatment  of  patients 
suffering  from  Diphtheria. 

TVMooping  Cough. 

Eighty-six  deaths  were  caused  by  Whooping  Cough,  69  of  which  took 
place  in  the  urban,  and  17  in  the  rural  districts. 


The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  rates  : — 


Administrative  County 
Urban  districts 
Rural  districts 
England  and  Wales  ... 

Recourse  to  school  closure  owing  to  the  above-named  disease  was 
considered  necessary  in  the  under-mentioned  districts  for  the  times 
specified  : — 

In  the  Bellingham  Rural  District,  Plashetts  C.  (4  weeks)  ;  in  the 
Castle  Wayd  Rural  District,  Capheaton  (3  weeks),  Ingoe  C.  (4  weeks)  ; 
in  the  Glendale  Rural  District,  Bowsden  (2  weeks)  ;  in  the  Hexham 
Rural  District,  Healey  C.E.  (6  weeks)  ;  in  the  Morpeth  Rural  District, 
Hartburn  C,  (5g  weeks)  ;  in  the  Norham  and  Islandshires  Rural  District, 
Ancroft  C.E.  (3^  weeks),  Shoreswood  (3  weeks),  Thornton  C.E.  (3 
weeks). 


Death 
Eate. 
per  1,000. 


0'22  L 
0-242 
0-164 
0-140 


Increase  since  Decrease  since 
1912.  1912. 


0-003 

0019 


0  040 
0-090 
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Puerperal  Eever. 


This  disease  caused  7  deaths  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  13  in  1912. 
Five  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  urban  and  2  in  rural  districts. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  comparative  rates : — 


Death 

Increase  since 

Decrease  since 

Rate, 
per  1 ,000. 

1912. 

1912. 

Administrative  County 

0*018 

0*016 

Urban  districts 

0*017 

— 

0*022 

Rural  districts 

0019 

—  - 

— 

Erysipelas. 

Erysipelas  caused  6  deaths  during  the  year,  3  of  which  occurred  in 
urban  districts  and  3  in  the  rural  districts. 


The  comparative  rates  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  following  table  : — 


Death 

Increase  since  i 

Rate 
per  1,000. 

1912. 

Administrative  County 

0015 

Urban  districts 

0*010 

— 

Rural  districts 

0*029 

0*010 

Decrease  since 
1912. 


0*032 

0*047 


Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis. 


The  number  .of  deaths  from  this  cause  was  215,  (80  in  1912).  Of'  these 
deaths  188  occurred  in  urban,  and  27  in  rural  districts  : — 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  rates  : — 


Death 

Increase  since 

Decrease  since 

Rate 
per  1,000. 

1912. 

1912. 

Administrative  County 

0*55 

0*34 

Urban  districts 

0*66 

0*42 

— 

Rural  districts  ...  ... 

0*26 

0*15 

— 

Tuberculosis. 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  and  death  rates  arising  from  all  forms 
of  Tuberculosis  in  the  county  for  the  years  1904-1913  : — 


Phthisis. 

Other  tubercular 
diseases. 

Total  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis. 

Year. 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Deaths. 

per  100,000 
living. 

Deaths. 

per  100,000 
living. 

Deaths. 

per  100,000 
living. 

1904 

490 

117 

317 

76 

807 

193 

1905 

344 

102 

239 

71 

583 

173 

1906  ... 

•  362 

104 

208 

60 

570 

164 

1907  ... 

355 

100 

197 

55 

552 

155 

1908 

344 

95 

220 

60 

564 

155 

1909  ... 

377 

101 

207 

55 

584 

156 

1910  ... 

355 

93 

225 

60 

580 

153 

1911 

366 

98 

200 

54 

566 

152 

1912  ... 

328 

86 

193 

50 

521 

136 

1913  ... 

353 

91 

189 

48 

542 

139 
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Of  the  542  deaths  caused  by  Tuberculosis,  415  occurred  in  boroughs 
and  urban  districts  (population  284,564),  and  127  in  rural  districts 
(population  103,324). 

During  the  year  the  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tubercular  disease 
was  3  per  100,000  higher,  and  from  Phthisis  alone  5  per  100,000  higher, 
than  during  the  previous  year.  During  the  five  years  1909  to  1913 
inclusive  the  average  mortality  from  all  forms  of  tubercular  disease  was 
147  and  from  Phthisis  94  per  100,000  ;  during  the  preceding  quin¬ 
quennial  period  the  average  rates  were  169  and  104  respectively  per 
100,000. 

The  provision,  in  the  county,  for  sanatorium  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 
consisted,  as  in  the  preceding  year,  of  the  sanatorium  for  children  at 
Stannington,  capable  of  accommodating  110  patients,  and  the  sanatorium 
at  Barrasford  where  the  accommodation  was,  as  before,  for  50  patients. 

Some  progress  was  made  with  the  proposed  scheme  for  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  Sanatorium  Benefit  under  the  Insurance  Act  by  the  County 
Council.  Various  schemes  were  prepared  by  the  county  medical  officer 
and  considered  by  the  The  Public  Health  Committee  of  The  County 
Council  and  by  the  Sanatorium  Benefit  sub-committee  of  the  Northum¬ 
berland  Insurance  Committee  (and  the  Insurance  Committee).  At  their 
meeting  in  May  the  Council  sanctioned  a  scheme  providing  institutional 
treatment  for  all  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  administrative 
county  ;  it  was  decided  to  secure  and  equip  dispensaries  in  appropriate 
situations  in  the  county  and  to  arrange  for  the  treatment  of  suitable 
cases  in  sanatoria  already  existing  either  within  or  without  the  county. 
Negotiations  with  the  governors  of  sanatoria  indicated,  however,  the 
uncertainty  of  obtaining  sufficient  accommodation,  and  the  Council,  in 
November,  sanctioned  a  scheme  which  included,  in  addition  to  the 
provision  of  dispensaries,  the  building  by  the  Council  of  a  sanatorium 
and  hospital  capable  of  accommodating  138  persons  (88  sanatorium  and 
50  hospital  patients).  The  conditions  and  terms  under  which  “  insured 
persons  ”  within  the  meaning  of  the  National  Insurance  Act  were  to 
receive  institutional  treatment  under  the  scheme  were  set  forth  in  an 
agreement  between  the  County  Council  and  the  Northumberland  Insur¬ 
ance  Committee  prepared  by  the  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Council  and 
considered  by  a  joint  committee  of  both  parties.  Several  drafts  were 
submitted  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  some  of  the  terms  of  the  proposed 
agreement  had  not  been  settled.  Nevertheless  the  council  indicated 
their  willingness  to  proceed  with  the  scheme  by  appointing  a  Tubercu¬ 
losis  officer  who  commenced  his  duties  early  in  the  following  year. 
Many  sites  werle,  inspected  for  tne  proposed  sanatorium  and  one,  at 
Wooley  Farm,  near  Corbridge,  was  provisionally  secured.  Negotiations 
were  also  opened  with  a  view  to  securing  suitable  premises  for  Tubercu¬ 
losis  dispensaries. 

During  the  year  Sanatorium  Benefit  to  insured  persons  and  their 
dependants  was  administered  by  the  Northumberland  Insurance  Com¬ 
mittee  (under  the  National  Insurance  Acts),  and  institutional  treatment 
was  provided  for  a  considerable  number  of  both  insured  persons  and 
their  dependants.  The  Insurance  Committee  had  arranged  for  the  use 
of  ten  beds  at  Barrasford  Sanatorium  and  in  addition  sent  patients,  as 
accommodation  was  available,  to  Stannington  Sanatorium,  to  Blencathra 
Sanatorium  in  Cumberland  and  to  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  for 
Consumption  and  Woodburn  Sanatorium,  Edinburgh. 

In  the  campaign  against  Tuberculosis,  initiated  by  the  National 
Insurance  Act  of  1911,  the  importance  of  early  diagnosis  cannot  be  over¬ 
estimated  if  the  disease  is  to  be  arrested.  The  great  interest  which  is 
now  taken  by  the  general  public  in  the  reduction  of  Tuberculosis  and 
the  increased  facilities  for  obtaining  skilled  treatment  in  sanatoria,  in 
dispensaries,  or  at  home,  will  undoubtedly  facilitate  an  early  recognition 
of  this  disease.  The  provision  of  outdoor  shelters  which,  if  properly 
used,  counteract  the  debilitating  effects  of  overcrowded,  ill-ventilated 
and  damp  houses,  has  proved  to  be  of  great  value  to  many  patients  and 
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at  the  same  time  by  making  isolation  possible,  has  gone  a  long  way 
towards  protecting  the  other  members  of  the  family  from  infection. 
As  pointed  out,  however,  in  more  than  one  previous  report,  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  treatment  at  dispensaries,  or  even  in  sanatoria,  is  not,  of 
itself,  sufficient  to  produce  any  great  diminution  in  the  prevalence  of 
Tuberculosis.  Probably  no  case  of  Tuberculosis  will  be  cured  by  three 
or  even  by  six  months’  treatment  in  the  best  equipped  sanatorium, 
though  the  educational  advantages  to  the  sufferer,  and  through  him  to 
his  family,  of  such  treatment  are  very  great — the  patient  is  compelled 
to  live  by  rule  and  to  carry  out  directions  which  very  few  would  be 
induced  to  adopt,  even  if  it  were  possible  to  do  so,  at  their  own  homes. 
They  learn  that  night  air  is  not  injurious  ;  that  they  can  lead  a  prac¬ 
tically  out-of-door  life  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  not  only  without  any 
ill-effect,  but  with  the  greatest  advantage  to  themselves,  and  they  are 
taught  how  to  deal  with  their  expectoration  and,  in  other  ways,  guard 
against  being  a  source  of  danger  to  others  ;  but  it  is  the  improvement 
of  the  home  conditions  and  their  insanitary  arrangements  and,  especially 
in  the  case  of  children,  the  securing  of  a  pure  and  clean  milk  supply 
from  healthy  cows,  which,  together  with  increased  knowledge  of  the 
rules  of  healthy  living,  will,  more  than  anything  else,  reduce  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  Tuberculosis.  The  overcrowded  and  structurally  defective 
houses  (and  their  insanitary  surroundings)  in  which  a  large  number  of 
people  live  in  Northumberland  have,  from  time  to  time,  formed  the 
subject  of  reports  to  the  Health  Committee  and  until  these  are  remedied 
it  is  of  little  use  sending  patients  to  sanatoria  if,  in  a  short  time,  they 
must  return  to  conditions  which,  to  a  great  extent,  are  responsible  for 
their  original  illness.  As  regards  the  milk  supply,  though,  in  expecta¬ 
tion  of  the  long  promised  Milk  Bill,  but  little  had  been  done  in  the 
administrative  county  towards  ascertaining  the  percentage  of  cows 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  or  giving  tuberculous  milk,  it  is  well  known 
that  a  considerable  quantity  of  tuberculous  milk  is  being  sold  and  it 
has  been  abundantly  proved  that  something  like  70  per  cent,  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  other  than  pulmonary,  in  children  is  of  bovine  origin. 

Phthisis. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-three  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease  in  the 
administrative  county  during  the  year,  distributed  as  follows:— 262  in  the 
boroughs  and  urban  districts  (with  a  population  of  284,564),  and  91  in 
rural  districts  (with  a  population  of  103,324).  The  number  of  deaths  in 
1912  was  328  and  in  1911,  366. 

The  comparative  rates  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Administrative  County 
Urban  districts 
Rural  districts 
England  and  Wales  ... 


*  Tlie  Registrar- General  does  not  give  the  death  rate  except  for  London. 


The  three  highest  Phthisis  death  rates  per  1,000  living  were  recorded  in 
the  following  districts  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

Phthisis 
Death  Rate. 

Rural  Districts. 

Phthisis 
Death  Rate. 

Alnwick 

2*00 

Bellingham 

1-56 

Weetslade 

1'74 

Hexham 

1*26 

Morpeth 

1-71 

Rothbury 

1-08 

XJVOjXjU 

Rate 
per  1,000. 

Increase  since 
1912. 

Decrease  since 
1912. 

091 

0-05 

0-92 

007 

— 

0-88 

001 

— 

# 

— 

- - 
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Administrative  County. 

Death  rates  from  Phthisis  1894  to  1913  and  from  all 
tuberculous  diseases  1900  to  1913. 
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The  three  lowest  rates  were  recorded  as  under: — 


Urban  Districts. 

Phthisis 
Death  Rate. 

Rural  Districts. 

Phthisis 
Death  Rate. 

Newbiggin  ... 

Nil. 

Morpeth 

0-27 

Rothbury 

Nil. 

Norham  &  Islandsliires 

0*34 

Seaton  Delaval 

0-37 

Belford 

060 

Longbenton  ... 

0  47 

The  diagram  on  page  24  indicates  the  variations  in  the  death  rates  from 
Phthisis  and  from  all  tubercular  diseases  for  the  years  1894-1913  and  1900- 
1913  respectively. 

The  deaths  from  Consumption  in  the  administrative  county  during  the 
last  five  years  have  averaged  94  per  100,000,  which  is  more  than  all  the 
deaths  arising  from  Scarier-  Pever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Eever,  Measles,  and 
Whooping  Cough,  which  only  averaged  68  per  100,000  during  the  same  period. 

Respiratory  Diseases. 

Respiratory  diseases  (exclusive  of  Phthisis),  caused  697  deaths  in  the 
Administrative  County  during  the  year ;  540  occurred  in  the  urban  and 
157  in  the  rural  districts. 


The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  rates  : — 


Death 
Rate 
per  1,000. 

Increase  since 
1912. 

Decrease  since 
1912. 

Administrative  County  . 

1-79 

0T7 

Urban  districts 

P89 

0-20 

— 

Rural  districts  ... 

152 

0-09 

— 

The  three  highest  respiratory  death  rates  per  1,000  population  were 
recorded  in  the  following  districts  :  — 


Urban  Districts. 

Respiratory 
Death  Rate. 

Rural  Districts. 

Respiratory 
Death  Rate . 

Wallsend 

2-93 

Morpeth 

2'05 

Seghill... 

2-92 

Alnwick 

P81 

Morpeth 

263 

Rothbury 

1-73 

The  three  lowest  were  recorded  as  under :  - 


Urban  Districts. 

Respiratory 
Death  Rate. 

Rural  Districts. 

Respiratory 
Death  Rate. 

Seaton  Delaval 

0-37 

Bellingham 

0-87  ' 

Rothbury 

0-86 

Haltwhistle 

0-91 

Gosforth 

0-88 

Belford... 

1-00 
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Bacteriological  Investigations. 


The  number  of  specimens  sent  for  examination  during  the  year  was 
2,631,  compared  with  2,233  in  1912  and  1,524  in  1911. 


Months. 

Phthisis. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Total  Specimens 
Examined. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total, 

’ 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Positive. 

6 

> 

•  iH 

G5 

be 

CD 

Total. 

January 

17 

44 

61 

2 

1 

3 

48 

86 

134 

67 

131 

198 

February 

9 

37 

46 

2 

8 

10 

47 

101 

148 

58 

146 

204 

March 

8 

39 

47 

— 

3 

3 

55 

114 

169 

63 

156 

219 

April 

14 

47 

61 

6 

5 

11 

41 

161 

202 

61 

213 

274 

May 

15 

49 

64 

3 

5 

8 

36 

149 

185 

54 

203 

257 

June 

17 

40 

57 

1 

5 

6 

28 

75 

103 

46 

120 

166 

July 

9 

36 

45 

8 

12 

20 

36 

78 

114 

53 

126 

179 

August 

6 

28 

34 

6 

15 

21 

40 

97 

137 

52 

140 

192 

September 

14 

29 

43 

2 

17 

19 

46 

106 

152 

62 

152 

214 

October  . . . 

12 

36 

48 

13 

18 

21 

41 

120 

161 

66 

164 

230 

November 

12 

34 

46 

34 

17 

51 

32 

131 

163 

78 

182 

260 

December 

17 

32 

49 

20 

28 

48 

30 

111 

141 

67 

171 

238 

Totals  ... 

150 

451 

601 

97 

124 

221 

480 

1329 

1809 

727 

1904 

2631 

The  facilities  provided  by  the  county  council  for  bacteriological 
examination  in  cases  of  suspected  Phthisis,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  f  ever 
were  greatly  appreciated  by  practitioners  throughout  the  administrative 
county  and  several  testified  to  the  assistance  received  in  making  an 
early  diagnosis,  and,  in  the  case  of  outbreaks  of  Diphtheria,  in 
discovering  “  carriers.” 

Specimens  from  suspected  cases  of  one  or  more  of  the  above  diseases  were 
received’  during  the  year,  from  every  sanitary  district  in  the  administrative 
county,  with  the  exception  of  the  urban  district  of  Seghill. 

One  hundred  and  sixty- three  medical  practitioners  availed  themselves  of 
the  facilities  provided  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  specimens. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  distribution  of  the  specimens  as  regards 
the  sanitary  districts  of  the  administrative  county  from  which  they  were 
received. 


27 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 


Sanitary  Districts. 

Diphtheria. 

Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Total 

specimens 

examined. 

Total. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Municipal  Boroughs. 

1 

Berwick-on-Twced 

7 

22 

5 

13 

1 

— 

13 

35 

48 

Morpeth 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

3 

Wallsend 

210 

520 

23 

62 

70 

75 

303 

657 

960 

Urban  Districts. 

Alnwick  ... 

9 

19 

6 

13 

— 

— 

15 

32 

47 

Amble 

4 

12 

1 

2 

— 

3 

5 

17 

22 

Askington 

13 

6 

7 

18 

3 

6 

23 

30 

53 

Bedlingtonshire 

2 

4 

2 

14 

— 

— 

4 

18 

22 

Blyth 

3 

11 

4 

15 

5 

4 

12 

30 

42 

Cramlington 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Earsdon  ... 

1 

10 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

13 

17 

Gosforth 

36 

76 

18 

31 

1 

5 

55 

112 

167 

Hexham... 

8 

26 

11 

36 

1 

2 

20 

64 

84 

Longbenton 

22 

98 

9 

26 

— 

3 

31 

127 

158 

N  ewbiggin-by-the-Sea 

2 

3 

— 

4 

— 

2 

7 

9 

Newbui’n 

4 

16 

6 

20 

1 

4 

11 

40 

51 

Prudhoe  ... 

3 

8 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

10 

13 

Rothbury 

— 

_ 

2 

5 

— 

2 

5 

7 

Seaton  Delaval... 

2 

3 

1 

_ 

— 

5 

1 

6 

Seghill  ... 

Weetslade 

5 

29 

3 

27 

2 

3 

10 

59 

69 

Whitley  &  Monkseaton 

22 

43 

5 

16 

2 

3 

29 

62 

91 

Rural  Districts. 

Alnwick... 

35 

50 

4 

10 

1 

2 

40 

62 

102 

Belford  ... 

— 

4 

2 

7 

2 

— 

4 

11 

15 

Bellingham 

1 

12 

8 

26 

— 

— 

9 

38 

47 

Castle  Ward 

23 

47 

5 

18 

2 

5 

30 

70 

100 

Glendale... 

1 

10 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

11 

15 

Haltwhistle 

24 

40 

1 

8 

— 

25 

48 

73 

Hexham 

20 

212 

14 

56 

3 

5 

37 

273 

310 

Morpeth... 

19 

47 

1 

10 

1 

1 

21 

58 

79 

Norliam  &  Islandshire 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

6 

Rothbury 

1 

2 

5 

4 

— 

— 

6 

6 

12 

Totals 

480 

1329 

150 

451 

97 

124 

727 

1904 

2631 

Local  Government  Board  Inquiries. 


Date. 

Sanitary  District. 

Subject. 

Amount 
of  Loan. 

1913. 
Jan.  28tli 

Rural  district  of  Glendale 

For  sanction  to  borrow  money  for 
purposes  of  water  supply  for  the 
Lowick  Special  Drainage  District 

<£ 

830 

Feb.  25th 

Rural  district  of  Hexham 

For  sanction  to  borrow  money  for 
purposes  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  for  the  townships  of 
Broomhaugh  and  Riding  ... 

3,500 

Feb.  27th 

Urban  district  of  Bed- 
lingtonshire 

For  sanction  to  borrow  money  for 
works  of  sewerage 

2,467 

April  10th 

Urban  district  of  Whit¬ 
ley  and  Monkseaton 

For  sanction  to  borrow  money  for 
the  erection  of  working-class 
dwellings 

Also  for  consent  to  the  appropria¬ 
tion  of  certain  lands  at  the  Hill 
Heads,  Whitley,  for  purposes  of 
Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890 

9,700 

May  6th  . . . 

Rural  district  of  Hexham 

For  sanction  to  borrow  money  for 
purposes  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  for  the  parish  of  Allendale 

1,850 

May  7th  ... 

Rural  district  of  ;Halt- 
whistle 

For  sanction  to  borrow  money  for 
purposes  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal;  ...  - 

also  for  purposes  of  water  supply 
for  the  township  of  Haltwhistle, 
including  the  execution  of  works 
in  the  townships  of  Bellister  and 
Featherstone,  and  in  the  parish  of 
Lambley  and  Asholme 

3,000 

4,000 

June  18  th 

Urban  district  of  New- 
biggin-by-the-Sea 

For  sanction  to  borrow  money  for 
works  of  street  improvement ;  ... 
also  for  the  construction  of  an 
outfall  sewer 

1,600 

1,000 

June  19th 

Rural  district  of  Hexham 

For  sanction  to  borrow  money  for 
works  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  for  the  villages  of  Barras- 
ford  and  Gunnerton,  in  the  town¬ 
ship  of  Chollerton  ... 

850 

Sept.  17th 

Urban  district  of  Ashing- 
ton 

For  sanction  to  borrow  money  for 
works  of  sewerage  ; 
also  for  the  laying  out  of  Hirst 
Park  ... 

2,000 

2,000 

Sept.  30th 

Rural  district  of  Alnwick 

For  sanction  to  borrow  <£243,  <£585, 
and  <£452  for  works  of  water.supply 
for  the  townships  of  Hauxley ,  Tog- 
stone,  and  Wai’k worth  respec¬ 
tively,  including  the  execution  of 
works  in  the  townships  of  Birling, 
Buston  Low,  Sturton  Grange,  and 
Woodhouse  ... 

1,280 
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Loans. 

Loans  for  sanitary  and  other  public  improvements  applied  for  by  the 
Northumberland  County  Council,  and  by  the  undermentioned  boroughs, 
urban  and  rural  district  councils,  were  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1913. 


Purpose. 

Period  in 
years 

sanctioned. 

Amount. 

NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY  COUNCIL:— 

£ 

General  County  Purposes. 

Small  Holdings — 

Barrasford  Estate. — Alterations  to  buildings 

30 

70 

Broomley  Estate. — Adaptation 

20  to  80 

4,290 

Embleton  Estate. — ■  do. 

31 

542 

Windmill  Estate. —  do. 

16  to  80 

1,725 

Bridges  and  Roads — 

Meldon  Bridge. — Reconstruction 

30 

1,404 

Do.  Eerro  concrete  work 

15 

555 

Whittle  Burn. —  do.  do. 

10 

611 

Do.  and  Meldon  Bridge. — Road 

reconstruction 

20 

702 

9,899 

Several  loans  for  Educational  Purposes — 

Including  purchase  of  premises,  improvements 

and  additions  to  schools,  and  furniture  for 

Varying  from 

Aggregate 

schools 

10  to  30  ;yrs. 

40,996 

30 
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Authority. 

Purpose. 

Period  in 
years. 

Amount. 

Municipal  Boroughs. 

£ 

Berwick-upon-Tweed  . . . 

Tweedmouth — 

Drainage  of  township 
Walkergate  and  Chapel 

30 

6,000 

Street — 

Street  improvement. . . 
Purchase  of  ground... 
Street  improvement. . . 
Carriageway  and  foot- 

1 

) 

} 

s 

60 

690 

20 

265 

path 

Morpeth 

Small  Dwellings 
Acquisition  Act 
Housing  of  the  Work- 

30 

560 

ing  Classes  Acts 

18 

206 

Do . 

60 

178 

Wallsend 

Provision  of  stables 

30 

450 

Burial  ground  ... 

10 

6,000 

Urban  Districts. 

Alnwick 

Purposes  of  a  scheme 

under  Part  II.  of  the 

Housing  of  the  Work¬ 
ing  Classes  Act  1890, 
and  confirmed  by  the 
Alnwick  (Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes) 
Order,  1913  ... 

80 

2,550 

Ashington 

Private  street  works  . . . 

3 

1,350 

Sewerage 

20 

2,000 

Recreation  grounds 

20 

2,250 

Bedlingtonshire 

East  Sleekburn  to  Bed- 

lington  Station — 
New  sewer  ... 

30 

2,467 

Blyth . 

Public  offices  site 

50 

5,000 

Burial  Acts 

20 

1,000 

Gosforth 

Motor  fire  tender 

10 

710 

Hexham 

Public  shelter  ... 

10 

125 

Private  street  works  ... 
Extension  of  public 

7 

400 

slaughter  houses 

30 

800 

- 

Pleasure  grounds 

20 

385 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea 

Sewerage  works 

30 

1,000 

Street  improvements  ... 
Small  dwellings  acquisi- 

12 

1,572 

tion  ... 

30 

388 

Prudhoe 

Private  street  works  . . . 

7 

1,056 
(not  ex- 

Weetslade 

Do. 

5  ) 

1  ceeding) 

( 

305 

Whitley  and  Monk- 

Public  street  improve- 

seaton 

ment  ... 

20 

700 

Do. 

20 

1,345 

Do . 

20 

740 

Private  street  improve- 

ment  ... 

5 

2,600 

Do. 

5 

350 

1 
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Authority. 

Purpose. 

Period  in 
years. 

Amount. 

Ueban  Districts — contd. 

£ 

Whitley  and  Monk- 

Provision  of  dwellings 

seaton— contd. 

for  persons  of  the 

working  class 

60 

7,824 

• 

Do . 

20 

1,136 

Sewerage 

30 

500 

Cemetery  buildings,  &c. 

24 

3,359 

Do . 

26 

563 

Do . 

15 

761 

Rural  Districts. 

Glendale 

Lowick  special  drainage 

district — 

Land  for  purposes  of 

water  supply 

60 

253 

For  works  of  water 

supply 

30 

577 

Haltwhistle  ... 

Haltwhistle  township — 

Purposes  of  water 

supply  . 

30 

4,000 

Hexham 

Haydon  wrater  supply — 

To  repay  amounts 

> 

borrowed  from  the 

Public  Works  Loan 

Commissioners,  the 

28 

702 

council  having  had 

'  27 

2,616 

the  lease  of  the  water 

rights,  &c.,  extended 

from  21  to  30  years 

> 

Broomhaugh — 

Purchase  of  land  for 

sewage  disposal  ... 

60 

118 

Do.  do. 

5 

157 

Riding—  do. 

60 

257 

Do.  do. 

5 

343 

Allendale — - 

Sewerage  works 

30 

1,907 

(Not  acted  upon,  a 

larger  scheme  being 

now  considered,  which 

includes  Catton,  Mill 

Cottages,  Tliornley 

Gate,  &c.) 

Isolation  Hospitals. 

The  councils  of  the  following  sanitary  districts  had  provided  or 
arranged  for  isolation  hospital  accommodation  : — 

Boroughs. — Ber wick-on-Tweed,  Morpeth  and  Wallsend. 

Urban  Districts. — Alnwick,  Amble,  Ashington,  Bedlingtonshire,  Blyth, 
Cramlington,  Earsdon,  Gosforth,  Longbenton,  Hexham,  Newbiggin-by-the- 
Sea,  Newburn,  Prudhoe,  Rothbury,  Seaton  Delaval,  Seghill,  Weetslade  and 
Whitley  and  Monkseaton. 

j Rural  Districts. — Alnwick,  Belford,  Castle  Ward,  Glendale,  Hexham, 
Morpeth,  Norham  and  Islandshires  and  Rothbury. 
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The  amount  of  hospital  accommodation  available  for  infectious  disease 
was  as  shown  in  the  subjoined  table  :  — 


Joint  Hospital  Districts. 
Earsdon  Joint  Hospital  District 

The  urban  district  of  Earsdon  . . . 
do.  do.  Segliill 

do.  do.  Whitley  and 

Monkseaton 
do.  do.  Longbenton  ... 

do.  do.  Seaton  Delaval 

Gosforth ,  Newburn,  and 
Castle  Ward  Joint  Hospital 
District — 

The  urban  district  of  Gosforth  ... 
do.  do.  Newburn  ... 

The  rural  district  of  Castle  Ward 

The  urban  and  rural  districts  of 
Alnwick  ... 

Urban  district  of  Eo tilbury 

Eural  do.  do. 

Hospitals  Provided  by  Indi¬ 
vidual  Sanitary  Authori¬ 
ties. 

Borough  of  Berwick-on-Tweed  ... 
do.  Morpeth 

The  borough  of  Wallsend 


Popula¬ 

tion 

served. 


Number  and  kind 
of 

hospitals  provided. 


Diseases  to  te 
treated. 


No.  of 
teds 
provided. 


1 

i 

I 

49,019 

! 

j 


46, 357 


19,159 
|  5,780 


One  iron  and  wood 
building : — 

At  Scaffold  Hill 


Infectious  dis¬ 
eases  other 
than  Small¬ 
pox  ... 


13,075 

7,590 

43,700 


Permanent  building 


Iron  and  wood  building 
do. 


One  temporary  hospital 


v.  W ooden  huts  ... 
Permanent  building  ... 


Don  and  wood  building 
One  permanent  building! 


Infectious  dis¬ 
eases  other 
than  Small¬ 
pox  .  . 

Small-pox 

Small-pox  or 
other  infec¬ 
tious  diseases 

Infectious  dis¬ 
eases  other 
than  Small¬ 
pox 

Small-pox 

Small-pox  or 
other  infec¬ 
tious  diseases 

Small-pox 

Infectious  dis¬ 
eases  other 
than  Small¬ 
pox 


Urban  district  of  Alnwick 

7,000 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Amble  ... 

5,000 

Iron  building 

Small-pox  or 

other  infec¬ 
tious  diseases 

do. 

do. 

Ashington 

28,318 

f  One  iron  building 
^  Permanent  building  ... 

Small-pox  ... 
Infectious  dis¬ 

eases  other 
than  Small¬ 
pox 

fUrban  district  of  Bedlingtonsliire 

26,300 

One  permanent  hospital 
Iron  and  wood  building 

Small-pox  ... 
Infectious  dis¬ 

eases  other 
than  Small¬ 

#  do. 

. 

pox 

do. 

Blyth  . 

32,066 

Permanent  Building  . . 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Cramlington  . . . 

8,250 

One  iron  and  wood  build¬ 

Small-pox  or 

ing 

other  infec-' 
tious  diseases 

do. 

do. 

Gosforth 

15,800 

do. 

, 

Small-pox  ... 

50 


32 

12 

12 


16 


12 

27 


28 

80 


} 


8 

4 


i 

i 


30 


14 

20 


18 

10 


15 


*  See  Blyth,  page  33.  f  See  Bedlingtonsliire,  page  33. 
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Hospitals  Provided  by  Indi¬ 
vidual  Sanitary  Authori¬ 
ties—  continued. 


Urban  district  of  Hexham 

do.  do.  Newbiggin-by- 
the-Sea 

do.  do.  Newburn 


Rural 

do. 

Belford 

do. 

do. 

Castle  Ward 

do. 

do. 

Glendale 

do. 

do. 

Hexham 

do. 

do. 

Morpeth 

do. 

do. 

Norliam  and 
Islandshires 

RiverTynePort  Sanitary  Authority 
do.  Blytli  do.  do. 


Sanitary  Authorities  hav¬ 
ing  MADE  ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR  PATIENTS  TO  BE  RE¬ 
CEIVED  BY  NEIGHBOURING 
SANITARY  AUTHORITIES:  — 

#  Urban  district  of  Blytli  .. 
f  do,  do.  Bedlingtonshire 


do.  do.  Prudhoe 


do.  do.  Weetslade 


Sanitary  Authorites  hav¬ 
ing  made  Provision  for  the 
Isolation  of  Small-pox 
Cases  only : — 

Urban  district  of  Newbiggin-by- 

the-Sea 

Rural  district  of  Alnwick 
(iointly  with  Alnwick  U.D.) 

Belford 
Norliam  and 
Islandshires 

Sanitary  Authorities  with¬ 
out  ANY  HOSPITAL  FOR  IN¬ 
FECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  WITH 
NO  ARRANGEMENTS  WITH 
NEIGHBOURING  SANITARY  AU¬ 
THORITIES  :  — 

Rural  district  of  Bellingham 
do.  do.  Haltwhistle  ... 


Popula¬ 

tion 

served. 


Number  and  kind 
of 

hospitals  provided. 


Diseases  to  be 
treated. 


No.  of 
beds 

provided. 


8,500 


5,375 

18,085 

4,961 

12,472 

8,579 


18,000 

5,830 


Two  iron  and  wood 
buildings 

One  wooden  hospital  . . . 
One  iron  and  wood  hos¬ 
pital 

Do. 

Wooden  hospital 
Two  cottages  ... 


C  One  iron  and  wood  hos- 
<  pita! 

(.  do.  . 


do. 


1  for  Small  pox 
1  for  Infectious 
diseases  other 
than  Small¬ 
pox 

Small-pox  ... 


do. 


do.  .. 
do. 

Small-pox  or 
other  infec¬ 
tious  diseases 
Small-pox  . . 

Infections  dis¬ 
eases  other 
than  Small-pox 
Small-pox  or 
other  Infec-  I 
tious  disease? 


24 


4 

4 

8 

12 

8 


12 


14 


24 


-do. 

Floating  hospital 
Permanent  building 


Small-pox  10 

40 

Small-pox  or 
other  infec-  j 
tious  diseases!  16 


32,066 

26,300 


8,450 


6,876 


Patients  from  these  dis¬ 
tricts  are  received  into 
the  hospital  of  the 
Blytli  Port  Sanitary 
Authority 

Patients  from  this  dis¬ 
trict  are  received  into 
the  Edgewell  hospital 
of  the  Hexham  Rural 
District  Council 
Patients  from  this  dis¬ 
trict  are  received  into 
the  Gosfortli,  New¬ 
burn  and  Castle  Ward 
Joint  Hospital 


5,375 

12,159 

Wooden  hospital 

Iron  and  wood  building 

Small-pox  . . . 
do. 

4 

12 

4,961 

do. 

do. 

8 

5,830 

do. 

do. 

10 

5,750 

8,774 

• 

*  See  Blytli  (table),  page  32. 


f  See  Bedlingtonshire  (table),  page  32. 
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The  number  of  cases  treated  in  these  institutions  during  the  year  was 
914,  distributed  as  follows  : — Boroughs — Berwick-on-Tweed  36.  Morpeth 
6  and  Wallsend  325.  Urban  districts — Ashington  25,  Bedlingtonshire  5, 
Blvth  45,  Gramlington  3,  Earsdon  92,  Gosforth  63,  Hexham  7,  Long- 
benton  36,  Newburn  96,  Prudhoe  4,  Rothbury  2,  Seaton  Delaval  35, 
Seghill  3,  Weetslade  18  and  Whitley  and  Monkseaton  56.  Rural  dis¬ 
tricts — Castle  Ward  33,  Glendale  4  and  Hexham  20. 

The  councils  of  the  rural  districts  of  Bellingham  and  Haltwhistle 
have  still  failed  to  make  any  provision  for  isolating  cases  of  infectious 
diseases. 

The  population  of  the  29  sanitary  districts  possessing  isolation  hospi¬ 
tals  or  having  made  arrangements  for  the  use  of  isolation  hospitals 
provided  in  neighbouring  districts  was  373,364  and  the  number  of  beds 
was  534,  giving  an  average  of  one  bed  for  every  699  persons.  The 
population  of  the  two  sanitary  districts  (the  rural  districts  of  Belling¬ 
ham  and  Haltwhistle)  having  made  no  arrangements  for  the  isolation  of 
infectious  diseases  was  14,524. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

The  increased  jDOwers  which  are  given  under  the  various  Adoptive 
Acts  are  still  ignored  by  several  of  the  Local  Authorities  in  the  adminis¬ 
trative  county.  Many  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  to  which  allusion 
is  made  in  various  parts  of  the  report  could  be  most  advantageously 
dealt  with  under  the  above-mentioned  Acts,  and  it  is,  therefore,  regret¬ 
table  that  fuller  use  is  not  made  of  the  means  which  the  Legislature 
has  provided.  In  the  urban  district  of  Seghill  and  in  the  rural  districts 
of  Bellingham,  Norham  and  Islandshires,  and  Rothbury  no  Adoptive 
Acts  were  in  force  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. — This  Act  has  been  adopted 
wholly  or  in  part  by  the  three  borough  councils  and  by  fifteen  urban 
and  seven  rural  councils.  During  the  year  under  consideration  Part  III. 
was  adopted  by  the  Gramlington  Urban  District  Council  and  Parts  II. 
and  III.  by  the  Seaton  Delaval  Urban  District  Council.  The  councils 
of  the  following  urban  districts  had  previously  adopted  portions  of  the 
Act  : — Alnwick,  Amble,  Ashington,  Bedlingtonshire,  Blyth,  Earsdon, 
Gosforth,  Hexham,  Newburn,  Prudhoe,  Rothbury,  Weetslade  and 
Whitley  and  Monkseaton,  and  also  the  councils  of  the  rural  districts  of 
Alnwick,  Belford,  Castle  Ward,  Glendale,  Haltwhistle,  Hexham  and 
Morpeth. 

In  the  urban  districts  of  Longbenton,  Newbiggin-by-tlie-Sea  and  Seg¬ 
hill,  and  in  the  rural  districts  of  Bellingham,  Norham  and  Islandshires 
and  Rothbury  no  portions  of  the  Act  had  been  adopted  up  to  the  end  of 
1913. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Prevention )  Act,  1S90. — This  Act  may  be  adopted 
by  any  urban  or  rural  sanitary  authority.  The  increased  powers  given 
under  the  Act  were  set  out  in  the  annual  report  of  the  county  medical 
officer  for  the  year  1909.  At  the  close  of  the  year  under  review  this  Act 
Avas  in  force  in  each  of  the  municipal  boroughs  and  in  twelve  urban  and 
four  rural  districts  in  the  administrative  county.  During  the  year  the 
Gramlington  Urban  District  Council  was  invested  with  the  powers,  etc., 
given  under  this  Act.  The  following  local  authorities  had  not  adopted 
the  Act  : — The  Urban  Councils  of  Alnwick,  Bedlingtonshire,  Earsdon, 
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea,  Rothbury  and  Seghill,  and  the  Rural  Councils  of 
Bellingham,  Glendale,  Haltwhistle,  Morpeth,  Norham  and  Islandshires, 
and  Rothbury. 

The  Private  Street  Worlcs  Act,  1892. — This  Act  may  be  adopted  by 
any  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  in  England  and,  after  its  adoption,  the 
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provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  of  1875  and  1890  relating  to  the 
making  up,  etc.,  and  subsequent  maintenance  of  private  streets  cease  to 
apply.  The  procedure  involved  in  carrying  out  the  important  work 
alluded  to  above  is  greatly  facilitated  under  the  1892  Act  and  many 
difficulties  which  are  frequently  experienced  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  may  be  obviated  by  the  adoption  of  this  Act. 

The  Act  lias  been  adopted  by  the  Urban  District  Councils  of  Amble, 
Ashington,  Blyth,  Cramlington,  Earsdon,  Newbura,  Prudhoe,  Seaton 
Delaval  and  Weetslade,  and  by  the  Rural  Councils  of  Castle  Ward, 
Halt  whistle  and  Hexham.  The  remaining  Sanitary  Authorities  have 
not  adopted  the  Act.  In  two  instances  (Cramlington  and  Seaton  Dela- 
val)  the  Act  was  adopted  during  the  year  under  review 

It  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  when  invest¬ 
ing  Rural  Sanitary  Authorities  with  urban  powers  under  this  Act,  to 
limit  its  operation  to  certain  specified  streets  which  are  already  provided 
with  efficient  sewers. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. — This  Act  may,  on  the 
application  of  the  Local  Authority,  be  put  in  force  in  any  district  by 
an  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  application  need  only 
include  such  provisions  of  the  Act  as  are  likely  to  be  of  special  value  to 
the  Authority  concerned,  but  the  variety  of  subjects  dealt  with  in  the 
Act  and  the  difficulties  of  administration  obviated  by  its  adoption,  are 
so  important  that  a  more  extensive  use  of  this  Act  is  extremely 
desirable. 

Parts  of  the  Act  were  put  in  force,  during  the  year  under  review,  in 
the  urban  districts  of  Longbenton  (certain  Sections  of  Parts  II.,  III. 
and  IV.)  and  Seaton  Delaval  (Part  X.). 

In  the  following  districts  adoptive  Parts  of  the  Act  had  previously 
been  put  in  force  : — the  boroughs  of  Wallsend  and  Morpeth  and  the 
urban  districts  of  Alnwick,  Ashington,  Blyth,  Earsdon,  Gosforth,  Hex¬ 
ham,  Newbiggin-bv-the-Sea,  Newburn,  Prudhoe,  Weetslade  and  Whitley 
and  Monkseaton. 

No  parts  of  the  Act  (other  than  Part  I.  which  is  not  adoptive)  were 
in  force  in  any  of  the  rural  districts  of  the  administrative  county,  nor 
in  the  urban  districts  of  Amble,  Bedlingtonshire,  Cramlington,  Roth- 
bury,  Seghill,  nor  in  the  borough  of  Berwick-on-Tweed. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. — This  Act  was  in  force  in  the  borough 
of  Wallsend  and  in  the  urban  districts  of  Ashington,  Cramlington, 
Hexham  and  Newburn.  In  the  remaining  districts  the  Act  has  not 
been  adopted,  though  some  of  the  district  medical  officers  have  recom¬ 
mended  their  Sanitary  Authorities  to  put  it  in  force. 


Byelaws  and  Regulations. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. — Every  sanitary  authority  in  the  adminis¬ 
trative  county,  with  the  exception  of  the  Seghill  Urban  District  Council, 
has  adopted  byelaws  relating  to  these  matters.  In  some  instances  the 
byelaws  are  much  less  comprehensive  than  is  desirable  and  revision  is 
needed,  especially  in  the  case  of  byelaws  of  comparative  antiquity.  In 
several  instances  no  provision  is  made  in  the  byelaws  for  securing  the 
paving  of  backyards  and  this  omission  should  be  rectified  in  all  cases 
where  Section  25  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  is 
not  in  force.  During  the  year  under  review  new  byelaws  were  framed 
by  the  Alnwick,  Longbenton  and  Prudhoe  Urban  District  Councils  and 
were  awaiting  the  approval  of  the  confirming  authority.  The  Hexham 
Rural  Council  adopted  new  byelaws,  which  repealed  those  previously  in 
force,  the  latter  having  been  found  unsatisfactory  in  certain  particulars. 
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The  Morpeth  Borough  Council  also  adopted  byelaws  amplifying  those 
previously  in  force. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  were  still  six  urban  sanitary  authorities  in 
the  administrative  county  who,  at  the  close  of  the  year  had  failed  to 
fulfil  their  legal  obligation  of  adopting  byelaws  relating  to  these  pre¬ 
mises,  the  defaulting  authorities  being  the  urban  district  councils  of 
Ashington,  Cramlington,  Earsdon,  Longbenton,  Seaton  Delaval  and 
Seghill.  New  byelaws,  similar  to  the  Model  Byelaws  issued  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  were  adopted  by  the  Prudhoe  Urban  Council. 
The  Longbenton  Council  framed  byelaws  which,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
were  awaiting  the  sanction  of  the  confirming  authority..  Three  of  the 
ten  rural  authorities — Alnwick,  Belford  and  Glendale — possessed  urban 
powers  as  regards  slaughter  houses  for  the  whole  or  parts  of  their 
respective  districts,  and  had  adopted  byelaws  relating  to  these  premises. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — The  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  requires 
ever//  local  authority  to  make  byelaws  relating  to  these  premises,  fait 
as  no  such  premises  exist  in  the  areas  of  several  of  the  sanitary  districts 
no  byelaws  have  been  adopted.  Byelaws  were,  however,  in  force  in 
each  of  the  three  boroughs,  in  the  urban  districts  of  Alnwick,  Amble, 
Bedlingtonshire,  Blyth,  Hexham,  Newburn  and  Rothburv,  and  the 
rural  districts  of  Alnwick,  Belford,  Bellingham,  Castle  Ward,  Glendale 
and  Haltwhistle.  In  none  of  the  remaining  districts  of  the  administra¬ 
tive  county  were  any  common  lodging  houses  known  to  exist. 

Cleansing  of  Footpaths,  Cesspools,  Privies,  Ashpits retc. — The  adoption 
of  byelaws  relating  to  these  matters  is  of  special  advantage  in  districts 
where  the  local  authority  do  not  contract  for  the  removal  of  house 
refuse,  etc.  The  byelaws  afford  a  ready  method  for  preventing  and 
removing  nuisances  which  frequently  arise  in  connection  with  scavenging 
when  occupiers  of  the  respective  premises  are  required  to  carry  out  the 
work.  The  following  authorities  had  not  at  the  end  of  the  year  adopted 
byelaws  relating  to  the  matters  set  out  under  the  above  heading  the 
urban  councils  of  Alnwick,  Earsdon,  Longbenton,  Prudhoe,  Seaton 
Delaval,  Seghill  and  Weetslade,  and  the  rural  councils  of  Alnwick, 
Belford,  Hexham,  Morpeth,  Norham  and  Islandshires  and  Rotlibury. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  from  the  Keeping  of  Animals,  etc. — Among 
the  important  matters  dealt  with  under  this  heading  in  the  Model  Bye¬ 
laws  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  are  several  which  are  par¬ 
ticularly  applicable  to  insanitary  conditions  frequently  met  with  in  the 
administrative  county,  i.e.,  the  absence  of,  or  unsatisfactory  provision 
for,  the  storage  of  manure  in  connection  with  stables,  cowsheds,  pig- 
styes,  etc.,  the  inadequate  provision  for  the  drainage  of  such  premises, 
and  the  too  close  proximity  of  pigstyes,  etc.,  to  dwelling  houses.  The 
byelaws  may  be  modified  to  a  certain  extent  so  as  to  be  adapted  to  the 
special  circumstances  which  obtain  in  rural  districts.  Byelaws  relating 
to  these  matters  were  adopted  by  the  Prudhoe  Urban  Council  and 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  May,  1913. 
The  sanitary  authorities  which  had  not  adopted  byelaws  relating  to  the 
above  were  the  urban  councils  of  Alnwick,  Earsdon,  Longbenton,  Seaton 
Delaval  and  Seghill,  and  the  rural  councils  of  Castle  Ward,  Morpeth, 
Norham  and  Islandshires  and  Rotlibury. 

Offensive  Tracies.- — In  only  two  districts  in  the  administrative  county 
are  byelaws  relating  to  offensive  trades  in  force,  viz.,  the  borough  of 
Morpeth  (tripe  boiling)  and  the  urban  district  of  Blyth  (tallow  melting, 
blood  boiling  and  blood  drying).  Only  one  instance  has  been  reported 
of  a  local  authority  having  utilised  the  powers  given  by  Section  51  of 
the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  whereby  the  list  of 
offensive  trades  to  which  the  byelaws  relate  may  be  considerably 
extended,  viz.,  the  urban  council  of  Ashington  who  were  granted 
additional  powers  under  an  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  with 
regard  to  the  trades  of  gut  scraping,  tanning  and  fish  frying. 
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Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.,  used  for  Human  Habitation. — Byelaws  for 
promoting  cleanliness  in,  and  the  habitable  condition  of,  these  struc¬ 
tures,  also  for  the  prevention  of  nuisances  and  the  spread  of  infectious 
disease,  may  be  adopted  by  any  sanitary  authority.  Such  byelaws  were 
in  force  in  the  urban  districts  of  Alnwick,  and  Whitley  and  Monk- 
seaton,  and  in  the  rural  district  of  Belford. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. — Three  urban  authorities  have  adopted  bye¬ 
laws  under  Section  90  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  viz.,  the  urban 
councils  of  Morpeth,  Wallsend  and  Blyth.  No  information  was,  how¬ 
ever,  available  as  to  administrative  action  having  been  taken  under 
these  byelaws  during  the  year  under  review.  It  may  be  pointed  out 
that  byelaws  relating  to  these  premises  (which  are  most  difficult  to  deal 
with  from  an  administrative  point  of  view)  may  now  be  adopted  impos¬ 
ing  various  duties  on  the  owners  which  previously  devolved  upon  the 
occupiers.  (Section  16,  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909). 

Other  Matters. — In  several  sanitary  districts  byelaws  relating  to  one 
or  other  of  the  following  matters  are  in  force  : — Markets,  Recreation 
Grounds,  Village  Greens,"  Small  Holdings,  Cemeteries,  Public  Conveni¬ 
ences,  Hackney  Carriages,  Bathing,  Pleasure  Boats,  etc. 

Dairies  Cowsheds  and  Milhsho'ps  Regulations . — In  one  urban  district 
(Seghill)  and  two  rural  districts  (Bellingham  and  Rothbury)  no  regula¬ 
tions  under  the  Dailies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  were  in  force. 
In  several  other  districts  the  regulations  adopted  are  of  a  most  vague 
and  unsatisfactory  nature,  the  powers  given  under  them  being  _  so 
extremelv  feeble  as  to  exert  little,  if  any,  control  over  milk  production 
and  distribution. 

It  is  extremely  desirable,  in  the  interests  of  a  pure  milk  supply,  that 
in  any  Regulations  or  Orders  which  may  be  subsequently  issued  in  con¬ 
nection  with  recent  legislation  the  requirements  as  to  lighting,  ventila¬ 
tion,  drainage,  construction  of  floors,  etc.,  will  be  definitely  set  out  and, 
further,  that  such  Regulations,  etc.,  will  be  in  force  in  all  districts  and 
not  adoptive  as  in  the  case  of  the  Model  Regulations. 


Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts. 

(1)  Action  taken  by  County  Council. 

The  policy  of  the  county  council  in  preventing  as  far  as  possible  new 
sources  of  river  pollution  as  well  as  securing  the  removal  of  existing 
pollutions  was  continued  during  the  year.  Although  pressure  of  other 
work  appreciably  reduced  the  time  available  for  carrying  out  this  work, 
many  improvements,  actual  and  prospective,  were  secured  in  consequence 
of  the  action  taken  during  the  year  under  review  and  during  former 
years.  The  rivers  and  streams*  to  which  attention  was  particularly 
drawn  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Ousebutn. — In  a  report  to  the  committee  of  the  county  council  in 
January  attention  was  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  methods  of  sewage 
disposal  for  the  village  of  Kenton  and  the  gross  pollution  of  a  tribu¬ 
tary  of  the  Ouseburn.  As  a  result  of  representations  to  the  Castle 
Ward  Rural  District  Council  a  scheme  for  remedying  the  pollution 
referred  to  was  prepared  by  the  council’s  surveyor  and  the  owners  of 
the  respective  properties  involved  in  the  scheme  were  reported  to  have 
consented  to  carry  out  the  necessary  work.  The  scheme  as  diawn  up 
provided  for  the  installation  of  septic  tanks  at  each  main  sewer  outlet 
and  the  distribution  of  the  effluent  from  the  tanks  over  agricultural 
land  on  the  north  side  of  the  village. 

Attention  was  also  drawn  to  the  very  gross  pollution  of  this  stream 
by  a  large  quantity  of  water  being  pumped  thereto  from  Fawdon  Old 
Pit.  Investigations  proved  that  the  pollution,  though  very  marked 
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owing  to  the  presence  of  iron  oxide,  was  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be 
remediable  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts  and  that  it  was 
only  of  a  temporary  character.  In  June,  the  county  medical  officer 
reported  that  the  effect  on  the  burn  was  much  less  marked  than 
formerly,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  pollution  from  this  source 
was  so  slight  as  to  be  negligible.  Since  the  above  date  it  has  entirely 
ceased. 

Seaton  Burn. — Reference  was  made  to  the  pollution  of  this  stream  in 
the  previous  annual  report  and  the  attention  of  the  county  council  was, 
on  four  occasions  during  1913,  drawn  to  the  lethargy  of  the  local  authori¬ 
ties  responsible  for  the  conditions  complained  of.  The  extremely 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  Seaton  Burn  Irrigation  Ground  continued 
and  the  county  council  resolved  that  unless  definite  assurance  was 
received  before  the  end  of  the  year  that  the  defects  pointed  out  in  the 
county  medical  officer’s  reports  would  be  remedied  at  an  early  date 
action  would  be  taken  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts. 
The  W  eetslade  urban  council  thereupon  decided  to  call  in  a  consulting 
engineer  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  a  scheme  was  being  prepared  with 
a  view  to  meeting  the  numerous  complaints  of  the  county  council. 

The  gross  pollution  of  this  burn  by  discharges  from  a  coal-washing 
plant  at  East  Cramlington  was  referred  to  on  three  occasions  in  reports 
to  the  county  council  and  in  November  the  Cramlington  Coal  Companv, 
who  were  responsible  for  the  pollution,  had  almost  completed  a  scheme 
for  dealing  with  the  coal  washings,  which,  it  was  stated,  would  rernedv 
the  pollution  complained  of. 

In  April,  the  county  medical  officer  issued  a  report  on  the  general 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Cramlington  Urban  District  in  which, 
inter  alia,  attention  was  drawn  to  the  pollution  of  the  Seaton  Burn  by 
sewage  from  a  population  of  about  1,000  persons  at  South  and  West 
Cramlington.  The  report  was  sent  to  the  urban  council  who  were 
requested  to  inform  the  county  council  what  steps  the  council  proposed 
to  take  in  order  to  remedy  the  matters  complained  of.  At  the  close  of 
the  year  no  effective  steps  had,  however,  been  taken. 

River  Tyne.—  The  pollution  of  this  river  by  crude  sewage  from  a 
considerable  population  at  North  and  South  Wvlam,  of  which  com¬ 
plaint  was  made  by  the  county  council  in  1910,  has  since  then  received 
the  consideration  of  the  local  sanitary  authority.  A  consulting  engineer 
v as  engaged  and  three  schemes  were  prepared,  none  of  which,  however, 
had  been  adopted  at  the  close  of  the  year,  the  first  two  having  been 
objected  to  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  Board  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  I  isheries  respectively,  and  the  third,  which  involved  pumping, 
Wfts  strongly  opposed  by  the  local  ratepayers  on  account  of  the  heavy- 
cost. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  this  river  and  its  tributaries  was  con¬ 
tinued  and  a  sixth  report  was  ]iresented  in  Julv  dealing  with  the  pollu¬ 
tion  of  the  River  South  Tyne  and  tributaries  in  the  Catton  and  Allen¬ 
dale  districts.  The  rural  district  council  had  previously  submitted,  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  a  scheme  for  dealing  with  several  of  the 
pollutions  but  the  report  of  the  county  medical  officer  showed  that 
other  sources  of  pollution  which  required  to  be  dealt  with  were  not 
included  in  the  scheme.  Arrangemenuts  have  since  been  made  extend¬ 
ing  the  proposed  scheme  so  as  to  include  the  sources  of  pollution  last 
referred  to. 

Hepscott  Burn.— The  unsatisfactory  state  of  this  burn  and  its  tribu¬ 
taries  was  first  reported  by  the  county  medical  officer  in  1904  and  a 
further  report  of  pollution  by  sewage  from  Hepscott  Village,  Barmoor 
'etc.,  was  presented  during  the  year  under  review. 
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(£)  Action  taken  by  Local  Authorities. 

The  following  is  a  resume  of  action  taken  by  local  authorities  for- 
remedying  contraventions  of  these  Acts  during  the  year  under  review. 
Further  details  are  however  given  under  “  Improvements  in  the 
analyses  of  the  district  medical  officers’  annual  reports.  In  nearly  all 
the  under-mentioned  instances  the  matter  dealt  with  had  been  the 
-subject  of  complaint  by  the  county  council  in  previous  years. 

Borough  of  Morpeth. — “  Occasional  pollutions  ”  of  the  Church  Burn, 
a  tributary  of  the  River  Wansbeck,  were  reported,  and  informal  notices 
-were  issued  in  each  instance  and  measures  taken  to  avoid  any  recurrence. 

Bedlingtonshire  Urban  District. — The  water  courses  in  this  district 
•continued  to  receive  a  large  amount  of  pollution  from  various  sewers 
but  the  council  has  for  some  time  had  under  consideration  a  compre¬ 
hensive  scheme  of  sewerage  which,  when  completed,  will  remedy  the 
present  pollutions  and  carry  the  sewage  to  tidal  waters.  A  loan  of 
T2,467  was  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  it  was  pro¬ 
posed  to  provide  a  new  outfall  sewer  from  Bedlington  Station  to 
the  tidal  waters  of  the  River  Blvth  at  East  Sleekburn.  The  proposed 
sewer  is  part  of  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  whole  district  referred  to 
:above. 

C 'rami inc/ton  Urban  District.— A  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  for  Shankhouse  and  East  Hartford  was  in  course  of  preparation 
during  the  year  with  a  view  to  inter  alia  remedying  the  very  gross  pollu¬ 
tion  of  the*  Horton  Burn  by  the  discharge  of  a  large  volume  of  crude 
sewage  from  the  above-named  places. 

Hexham  Urban  District. — The  reconstruction  and  enlargement  of  the 
Tyne  Green  sewage  disposal  works  was  nearing  completion  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  and  a  considerable  improvement  was  anticipated  in  the 
effluent  from  these  works  as  well  as  from  the  east  disposal  works,  which 
latter  will  be  relieved  of  a  considerable  volume  of  sewage  diverted  to 
the  new  works. 

N e iv b iggi n-b y-the-Sea  Urban  District. — The  pollution  of  a  stream  in 
the  North  Seaton  Links  district  was  remedied  by  the  construction  of  a 
new  sewer  with  sea  outfall. 

W  eetslade  Urban  District. — The  drainage  from  the  Old  Colliery 
'Cottages  which  previously  discharged  into  a  tributary  of  the  Seaton 
Burn  was  connected  to  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  recently 
provided  at  Wideopen.  The  Seaton  Burn  irrigation  grounds  were  im¬ 
proved  and  a  whole  time  attendant  appointed  “  pending  the  considera- 
“  tion  of  a  more  comprehensive  scheme  for  dealing  with  the  sewage  of 
•“  Seaton  Burn,  Dudley  and  Annitsford.”  A  consulting  engineer  was 
•engaged  in  connection  with  this  scheme. 

Bel  lord  Rural  District. — A  modern  system  of  sewage  disposal  was 
provided  at  Shoreston  Hall. 

Bellingham  Rural  District. — The  pollution  of  a  tributary  of  the  River 
North  Tyne  at  Carriteth  Cottages  was  remedied  by  the  provision  of  a 
•.septic  tank  and  filter.  Schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for 
the  villages  of  Greenhaugh  and  Lanehead,  both  of  which  villages  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  pollution  of  the  Tarset  Burn,  were  adopted  by  the  rural 
•council  and  application  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
sanction  to  a  loan  for  carrying  out  the  work. 

Castle  Ward  Rural  District. — The  rural  council  at  the  close  of  the  year 
were  negotiating  with  the  principal  property  owners  at  Kenton  Village 
with  a  view  to  alterations  of  drainage  which  would  remedy  the  pollution 
-of  the  Ouseburn.  Application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  sanction  to  borrow  =£1,750  for  purposes  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  for  the  Darras  Hall  estate  and  for  improving  the  existing 
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system  at  Ponteland  which  has  for  a  long  time  been  far  from  satis¬ 
factory.  A  modern  system  of  sewage  disposal  was  installed  at  the  new 
asylum  at  Stannington.  The  Burn  Close  sewage  disposal  works  which 
were  put  down  in  1910  by  the  colliery  company  were  taken  over  by  the 
local  authority. 

Halt  whistle,  Rural  District. — The  scheme  for  improving  the  sewerage 
system  of  the  town  of  Haltwhistle  and  for  remedying  the  pollution  of 
the  River  South  Tyne  was  further  advanced;  an  enquiry  was  held  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  whose  sanction  was  awaited  at  the  close 
of  the  year. 

Hexham  Rural  District. — The  Haydon  Bridge  sewage  disposal  works 
were  improved  by  reconstructing  the  filter  bed  and  a  few  houses  pre¬ 
viously  drained  direct  to  the  river  were  connected  to  the  sewer.  The 
Barrasford  and  Gunnerton  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  was 
the  subject  of  a  public  enquiry,  a  loan  of  cL850  having  been  applied  for. 
Further  progress  was  made  with  the  Broomley  sewerage  scheme  by 
which  a  number  of  pollutions  of  the  River  Tyne  was  being  dealt  with. 
Negotiations  for  the  necessary  land  for  sewage  disposal  works  at  Acomb 
were  successfully  carried  out  and  a  scheme  was  being  prepared  by  the 
consulting  engineer.  A  property  owner  was  successfully  prosecuted 
in  respect  of  a  privy  which  discharged  into  a  burn  and  the  conditions 
complained  of  were  remedied. 

Morpeth  Rural  District. — The  preparation  of  plans  and  other  prelimi¬ 
naries  in  connection  with  the  Chevington,  etc.,  sewerage  scheme  were 
almost  conpileted.  When  this  scheme  is  carried  out  the  sewage  from  a 
considerable  population  which,  is  now  drained  to  watercourses  will  be 
carried  to  a  sea  outfall. 

Norhani  and  Islandskires  Rural  District. — The  pollution  of  the  Doup- 
ster  and  Borewell  Burns  received  the  consideration  of  the  rural  council 
owing  to  complaints  which  were  received,  and  the  council  decided  to 
make  application  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  permission  to  con¬ 
stitute  the  Scremerston  Ward  a  special  drainage  area,  as  a  preliminary 
to  carrying  out  sewage  disposal  works  for  remedying  the  above 
complaints. 


Requirements. 

The  principal  instances  of  pollution  of  water  courses  in  the  adminis¬ 
trative  county  have  been  set  out  under  the  heading  of  Requirements  in 
the  summary  of  the  district  medical  officers’  reports  and  thus  the 
condition  of  each  district  as  regards  river,  etc.,  pollution  is  more 
prominently  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  resj^ective  authorities. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


The  samples  taken  for  analysis  urder  the  above  Acts,  the  results  of  the 
analyses  and  the  percentage  of  samples  of  each  article  adulterated  are  shown 
in  the  following  table 


No.  of 
Samples 
taken. 

Description  of  Article. 

Result  of  Analysis- 

Per¬ 
centage  of 
Samples 
Not 

Genuine. 

Vendor 

Cautioned. 

Convic¬ 

tions. 

Genuine. 

Not  Genuine. 

Doubtful. 

90 

Milk  . 

75 

15 

— 

16-6 

2 

2 

40 

Butter 

37 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

36 

Jams 

30 

6 

— 

16-6 

— 

— 

27 

Whisky  ... 

22 

5 

— 

18-5 

1 

2 

17 

Lard 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Pepper 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Vinegar  ... 

8 

— 

— 

6 

Ground  Ginger  ... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Olive  Oil  ... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Cocoa 

3 

o 

— 

40'0 

— 

— 

5 

Coffee 

3 

2 

— 

40*0 

— 

— 

4 

Arrowroot 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Baking  Powder  ... 

4 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Fruit  Wines 

2 

1 

1 

25-0 

— 

— 

4 

Malt  Vinegar 

4 

-  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Mustard  ... 

2 

2 

— 

50  0 

— 

— 

3 

Cream  of  Tartar 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Yeast 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Flowers  of  Sulphur 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Gin  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Ground  Rice 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Margarine 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Rum 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Sweets 

o 

Li 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Tea 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Almond  Oil 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carbonate  of  Soda 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cheese 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Chutney  Sauce  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1000 

1 

— 

1 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Condensed  SkimmedMilk 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Corn  Flour 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Glycerine 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ground  Almonds 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

“  Indian  Relish  ” 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Mixed  Spice 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pork  Sausage 

— 

1 

— 

100-0 

— 

— 

1 

Powdered  Rhubarb 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Rice 

— 

1 

— 

100-0 

— 

— 

1 

Self-raising  Flour 

1 

_ 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Sugar 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Sweet  Spii’its  of  Nitre  ... 

1 

306 

Total  Samples  taken  ... 

265 

36 

5 

11*7 

4 

4 

The  borough  council  for  Berwick-on-Tweed  is  also  a  local  authority 
under  the  above  Acts  and  the  medical  officer  of  health  reported  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 40  samples  comprising  beer,  butter,  cheese,  new  milk,  margarine, 
arrowroot,  ground  rice,  cocoa,  vinegar,  coffee,  lard,  cinnamon  and  sweets 
were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  public  analyst ;  all  the  samples  were 
reported  to  be  genuine.  Four  samples  of  milk  were  specially  examined 
for  the  presence  of  preservatives  but  no  contraventions  of  the  Milk 
and  Cream  Regulations  were  reported.  * 
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In  October  and  December  of  the-  year  under  review  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  issued  circulars  to  county  and  borough  councils  suggesting 
(a)  that  the  samples  taken  in  county  areas  should  be  classified  so  that 
the  number  and  nature  of  samples  taken  in  each  sanitary  district  could, 
if  required,  be  furnished  to  the  officials  of  the  respective  local  sanitary 
authorities  for  their  information,  and  (b)  that  samples  taken  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream  Regulations)  should 
be  separately  reported  and  not  included  among  those  taken  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

As  regards  (a)  in  the  particulars  supplied  by  the  inspectors  under  the 
Acts  the  samples  were  classified  under  the  petty-sessional  districts  and 
not  under  sanitary  districts  and  consequently  the  information  could  not 
be  sent  to  local  sanitary  authorities.  As  regards  (b)  all  the  samples 
included  in  the  above  tabular  statement  were  purchased  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  Administration  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Acts,  1890-1909. 

The  administrative  action  taken  by  local  sanitary  authorities  with  the 
object  of  improving  the  housing  conditions  in  each  district  is  fully  set 
out  in  the  summary  of  the  district  reports  under  “  Improvements. — 
Housing.” 

ihe  records  given  contain  all  the  improvements  mentioned  in  the 
reports  of  the  district  medical  officers,  supplemented  in  many  instances 
by  additional  information  obtained  during  general  inspection  of  the 
A  arious  districts. 

The  returns  from  some  districts  give  evidence  of  considerable  activity 
in  the  direction  of  improving  the  housing  conditions  and  indicate  that 
in  these  instances  the  local  authorities  are  making  a  conscientious 
attempt  to  meet  their  obligations  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health 
Acts  and  to  utilise  to  the  full  the  powers  which  the  legislature  has 
provided. 

In  other  districts,  including  some  in  which  the  housing  conditions  are 
notoriously  bad,  the  returns  are  exceedingly  disappointing  and  the 
obligations  of  these  councils  are  being  ignored.  The  districts  in  which 
a  fuller  use  of  the  council’s  powers  is  necessary  are  indicated  in  the 
district  reports  under  “  Requirements. — Housing.” 

Housing  ( Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 

Ihe  returns  relating  to  action  taken  in  pursuance  of  the  Regulations 
are  given  in  the  appended  table.  For  the  first  time  since  the  Regula¬ 
tions  were  issued  a  return  purporting  to  fulfil  the  requirements  of 
Article  V.  was  received  from  each  district,  but  in  several  instances  the 
information  supplied  was  not  complete  and  in  others  the  tabulated 
statement  did  not  coincide  with  the  text  of  the  report  to  which  it  was 
appended.  In  two  districts,  from  which  the  returns  have  been  in  former 
years  most  unsatisfactory,  new  housing  inspectors  have  been  appointed 
and  a  very  marked  improvement  was  noticeable  not  only  in  the  return 
submitted  but  in  the  amount  of  work  carried  out  under  the  Housinir 
Acts. 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected.— In  two  districts  the  whole  of  the 
houses  had  been  previously  inspected  and  in  the  remaining  29  districts 
the  inspections  numbered  4,793.  For  comparison  the  houses  inspected 
in  1911  and  1912  were  respectively  5,666  (in  22  districts)  and  4,807  (in 
27  districts).  The  greatest  number  of  houses  inspected  in  any  one  dis- 
tuct  w  as  lecoided  at  \Y  allsen d  as  was  also  the  case  during  the  years 
1911  and  1912.  In  some  districts  the  number  of  houses  inspected  was 
markedly  insufficient  and  steps  should  be  immediately  taken  to  secure 
;a  very  considerable  improvement  in  the  above  work  either  by  an 
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HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OE  DISTHICT) 


REGULATIONS,  1910. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Closing  Orders. 

Number  of  houses 
in  which  defects 
were  remedied 

Number  of 
houses  rendered 

Numher  ok  houses  demolished. 

Number  of 

Name  of  District. 

dwelling-houses 

houses  found  to 

Number  of  repre- 

Number  of 

fit  for  habita- 

Voluntarily 
by  owners. 

houses 
voluntarily 
closed  by 
owners. 

General  character  of  defects 

KEMAKKS. 

inspected. 

habitation. 

sentations  made  to 
local  authority. 

closing  orders 
made. 

without  closing 
orders  being  made. 

tioii  after 
making  closing 
orders. 

demolition 

orders. 

found  to  exist. 

Berwick-on-Tweed,  Borough  of  .. 

'I  74 

37 

37 

37 

26 

2 

(a)  (b)  (c)  (g) 

f 

Demolition  orders  were  issued  against  16  house.- 

Morpeth  ,, 

74 

4 

4 

i 

76 

i 

— 

1 

3 

(a)  (g) 

Wallsend  ,, 

1,1(01 

14 

6 

6 

393 

0 

— 

2 

10 

(a)  (b)  (g) 

; 

Alnwick  *  Urban  District 

73 

1 

1 

0 

32 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(b)  <g) 

Amble  ,, 

207 

0 

0 

0 

7(5 

1  (1912  order) 

3 

— 

(a)  (c) 

Ashington  „ 

163 

4 

4 

2 

ii 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  (b)  (c)  (f)  (j)  (k) 

Bedlingtonshire  ,, 

116 

118 

96 

1 

70 

— 

- - 

2 

2 

(a)  (b)  (c)  (f)  (g) 

96  informal  notices  were  served  '*  for  purposes  of 

Blytli 

60 

closing.” 

0 

0 

0 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  (b)  (e)  (j) 

174  colliery  houses  were  “  improved.” 

Cramlington  ,, 

125 

28 

28 

0 

1 

— 

— 

24 

42 

(a)  (b)  (c)  (e)  (g)  (j) 

“  Some  repairs  ”  carried  out  for  20  of  the 

Earsdou  „ 

105 

houses  reported. 

6 

6 

u 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  (b)  (cl  (f)  (g)  (j) 

Gosforth  „ 

23 

0 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  (c)  (g) 

Hexham  ,, 

406 

24 

31 

5 

1 

0 

— 

— 

20 

(a)  (b)  (c)  (g) 

Loagbeuton  ,, 

102 

62 

94 

1 

42 

— 

— 

3 

5 

va)  (b)  (c)  (g)  (j) 

Newbiggin-by-tlie-Sea  ,, 

26 

0 

— 

— 

26 

— 

— 

5 

— 

(b)  (f)  (g) 

Newburn  ,, 

141 

9 

6 

3 

4 

5  (3  were  1912 

_ 

_ 

2 

(b)  (c)  (g)  (b)  (j) 

orders) 

Prudhoe  ,, 

Rothbury  ,, 

166 

0* 

0 

2 

32 

“““ 

2 

(a)  (b)  (g)  (j) 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  (b)  (f)  (g) 

Seaton  Delaval  ,, 

173 

11 

11 

7 

11 

— 

— 

12 

(a)  (c)  (d)  (g)  (li)  (k) 

a. —  General  dilapidations,  roofs,  walls, 
floors,  etc. 

Seghill  , , 

50 

4 

(c)  (e) 

b. — defective  sanitary  accommodation. 

— 

— 

— 

c. — Insufficient  light  and  ventilation. 

Weetslade  ,, 

6 

6 

6 

41 

(a)  (b)  (c)  (f)  (g) 

d. — Back-to-back  houses. 

115 

191 

e. — Inadequate  bedroom  accommodation. 

— Insufficient  or  defective  drainage. 

Whitley  &  Monkseatou  ,, 

0 

23 

(a)  (b)  (f)  (g) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

q. — Dampness  of  walls  and  floors. 

Alnwick  Rural  District 

183 

0 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  (f) 

h. — Unsatisfactory  water  supplies. 
j. — Absence  of  yard  paving. 

Belford  ,, 

197 

2 

2 

2 

| 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(a):(g) 

k. — Overcrowding. 

Bellingham  ,, 

157 

15 

ii 

3 

32 

0 

— 

— 

4 

(a)  (b)  (f)  (h) 

Castle  Ward  ,, 

164 

5 

5 

5 

7 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  (b)  (f)  (g)  (j) 

Glendale  „ 

75 

2 

2 

2 

50 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  (f)  (g) 

Halt  whistle  ,1 

59 

6 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  (f)  (g) 

Hexham  ,, 

140 

2 

2 

.  2 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  (f)  (g)  (j) 

Morpeth  , , 

148 

6 

6 

0 

111 

— 

— 

— 

6 

(a)  (b)  (c)  (f)  (g) 

Norham  &  Ldaudshires  ,. 

79 

3 

3 

0 

0 

— 

— 

— 

3 

(a)  (c)  (g) 

Rothbury  ,, 

0* 

24 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  (f)  (g) 

Totals 

4,793 

389 

365 

87 

1,138 

14 

0 

40 

113 

*  The  inspection  of  all  houses  in  the  district  was  completed  previously . 
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increase  in  the  staff  available  or  otherwise.  In  several  instances  the 
sanitary  staff  is  no  doubt  quite  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  district 
and  so  long  as  this  condition  exists  the  extra  and  important  duties 
which  the  Housing  Regulations  have  imposed  cannot  be  satisfactorily 
discharged,  without  other  statutory  duties  being  either  neglected  or 
perfunctorily  carried  out. 

Houses  U'nfi.t  for  Habitation. — These  numbered  389,  compared  with 
432  in  1912  and  217  in  1911.  The  proportion  of  houses  found  in  this 
■condition  to  houses  inspected  is  not  necessarily  an  indication  of  the 
general  housing  conditions  in  the  district,  as  in  some  instances,  e.y., 
Berwick,  the  system  of  inspection  adopted  has  been  that  of  taking 

the  worst  houses  first,”  while  in  others  the  different  parishes  or  other 
local  areas  have  been  selected  and  all  houses  in  such  areas,  good  or  bad, 
were  inspected.  Furthermore,  the  standard  of  what  is  considered 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ”  varies  very  considerably  in  different 
areas  and  houses  which  would  possibly  be  condemned  and  closed  in 
some  districts  are  in  others  allowed  to  be  occupied  after  a  few  insignifi¬ 
cant  repairs  have  been  carried  out,  the  action  last-mentioned  being 
especially  noticeable  when  the  housing  accommodation  is  very 
inadequate. 

Closing  Orders. —  Representations  to  local  authorities  of  houses  being- 
unfit  for  habitation  numbered  365,  but  only  87  closing  orders  were 
made.  The  corresponding  numbers  for  1912  were  125  and  93  and  for 
1911,  105  and  79.  Theoretically  there  should  not  be  such  a  discrepancy 
between  the  houses  reported  to  be  “  unfit  ”  and  the  number  of  closing 
orders  made,  but  the  fact  must  not  be  overlooked  that  in  many  districts 
in  which  local  authorities  always  serve  informal  notices,  many  “  unfit 
houses  are  voluntarily  closed  as  the  result  of  such  action.  Nearly  all 
the  113  houses  given  in  the  returns  as  “  voluntarily  closed  by  owners  ” 
were  the  direct  result  of  the  action  indicated  above  and  not,  as  might 
be  inferred,  the  spontaneous  acts  of  property  owners.  As  a  matter  of 
administration  it  is,  however,  frequently  a  very  questionable  procedure 
to  accept  voluntary  closure  as  sufficient,  for  three  important  reasons  : — 
(1)  there  is  no  legal  power  to  prevent  such  a  house  being  again  occupied 
and  in  this  case  it  would  be  necessary  to  repeat  all  the  necessary  pre¬ 
liminaries  for  securing  a  closing  order  ;  (2)  the  owner,  bv  carrying  out 
some  comparatively  trifling  repairs,  may  for  a  time  prejudice  the  local 
authority  in  securing  such  radical  improvements  as  would  be  possible 
if  a  closing  order  w-ere  operative  and  (3)  if  the  house  remained  unoccu¬ 
pied,  its  demolition  would  become  more  'and  more  desirable  and  it  would 
be  necessary  to  secure  a  closing  order  as  a  preliminary  step  to  its 
demolition.  These  considerations  should  therefore  not  be  overlooked 
when  dealing  with  representations  by  the  Sanitary  Authority’s  officials. 

Houses  in  which  Defects  were  Remedied. — In  1,138  instances  the 
defects  met  with  were  remedied  without  closing  orders  being  made 
and  in  14  instances  after  the  issue  oi  closing  orders.  In  1912  the  cor¬ 
responding  numbers  were  822  and  13;  and  in  1911,  811  and  32.  In 
many  instances  the  improvements  thus  effected  were  very  thorough  in 
character  and  reflected  considerable  credit  on  both  the  property  owners 
and  the  local  authorities ;  on  the  other  hand  several  instances  could  be 
pointed  out  of  houses  reported  as  having  been  “  improved  ”  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  action  taken  by  the  local  authority,  having  been  left  with 
glaring  sanitary  deficiencies  which  have  apparently  been  ignored.  The 
standard  adopted  by  some  authorities  or  their  officials  as  to  the  works 
necessary  in  order  to  render  a  house  “  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
“  human  habitation  ”  is  apparently  an  exceedingly  low  one  and  this 
fact  must  be  taken  into  account  in  considering  the  figures  given  in  this 
paragraph. 

Number  of  Houses  Demolished.-- The  absence  of  any  action  in  the 
direction  of  making  and  enforcing  demolition  orders  was  not  accounted 
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for  in  any  of  the  district  returns,  although  several  houses  were  “  ripe 
“  for  demolition  ”  in  the  legal  sense.  The  failure  to  follow  up  closing 
orders  by  issuing  demolition  orders  is  in  some  instances  due  to  the 
fact  that  demolition  of  houses  in  certain  areas  would  improve  contiguous 
buildings  which  the  local  authority  are  proposing  to  deal  with  under 
the  Housing  Acts,  as  if  the  former  houses  were  demolished  the  local 
authority  may  be  prejudiced  in  their  efforts  to  secure  radical  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  houses  still  occupied.  Again,  the  houses  closed  are  fre¬ 
quently  useful  for  other  purposes  and  this  is  not  objected  to  by  local 
authorities  if  public  health  interests  are  not  prejudiced  thereby.  As 
the  returns  show,  40  houses  were  demolished  as  the  result  of  statutory 
or  informal  action  by  local  authorities. 

General  Character  of  Defects  met  with. — These  are  specifically  noted 
for  each  district  in  the  table  appended,  and  although  the  defects  men¬ 
tioned  only  refer  to  those  met  with  in  houses  inspected  during  the  year 
under  review,  the  conditions  are  typical  of  those  which  exist  in  many 
parts  of  the  adminstrative  county.  A  full  statement  of  the  various 
defects  and  deficiencies  in  housing  accommodation  was  given  in  the 
county  medical  officer’s  annual  report  for  1911  and  therefore  need  not 
be  repeated,  though  they  still  apply  with  equal  force  as  is  indicated 
by  the  returns  under  Housing  Regulations  for  the  year  under  review. 

General  Remarks. — The  two  outstanding  features  when  the  returns 
are  considered  are  ( 1 )  the  very  great  disparity  in  some  districts  between 
the  number  of  houses  “  the  early  inspection  of  which  is  desirable  ”  and 
the  number  of  houses  dealt  with,  (2)  the  large  number  of  defects 
reported  which  have  not  been  remedied.  As  regard's  the  latter  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  policy  of  several  authorities  in  relying  almost 
entirely,  if  not  altogether,  on  informal  notices  is  responsible  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent  for  the  comparatively  small  results  secured.  It  is  also 
a  matter  for  consideration  whether,  if  the  defects  met  with  are  not 
remedied,  the  laborious  inspectorial  work  carried  out  by  the  councils’ 
officials  is  not  to  a  great  extent  wasted. 


Representations,  etc.,  to  Rural  District  Councils. 

It  is  again  necessary  to  direct  the  attention  of  rural  district  councils 
to  their  obligations  under  Section  45  (1)  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  which  reads  as  follows  : — “  Where  the  medical  officer 
“  of  health  ....  makes  a  representation  or  complaint  to  any  rural 
“  sanitary  authority  respecting  any  dwelling-house  ..."  unfit 
“  for  human  habitation,  and  also  where  a  closing  order  has  been  made, 
“  the  district  authority  shall  forthwith  forward  to  the  county  council  a 
“  copy  of  such  representation,  complaint  or  closing  order.” 

This'  obligation  is  further  extended  by  Section  69  of  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909,  which  provides  that  “  the  clerk  of  a 
“  rural  district  council  shall  forward  to  the  medical  officer  of  the  county 
“  a  copy  of  any  representation,  complaint  or  information  ”  referred  to 
in  the  previous  paragraph. 

Although  attention  has  been  directed  to  this  matter  in  previous  reports 
only  one  of  the  ten  rural  councils  fulfilled  their  obligations  under  the 
above-named  sections.  The  Local  Government  Board  have  stated  that 
any  failure  by  a  rural  district  council  to  comply  with  the  regulations 
above-named  should  be  reported  to  the  Board. 

The  number  of  representations  made  by  medical  officers  in  rural  dis¬ 
tricts  was  33,  and  16  closing  orders  were  issued.  The  action  taken  is 
shown  in  the  tabular  statement  of  work  carried  out  under  the  Housing 
Regulations,  and  detailed  reference  is  made  under  “  Improvements.— 
Housing  ”  in  the  synopsis  of  the  reports  of  the  various  medical  officers. 
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Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

Part  II. — The  only  instance  of  any  action  taken  for  clearing  awav  an 
insanitary  area  was  in  the  case  of  Alnwick.  A  scheme  was  adopted 
in  1911  for  dealing  with  an  area  behind  Clayport,  officially  designated 
“Area  No.  2,”  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board.  The 
scheme  provided  for  the  demolition  of  26  houses,  the  displacement  of 
118  persons  and  the  provision  of  housing  accommodation  for  85  persons. 
The  Board’s  sanction  was  conditional  upon  accommodation  being  pro¬ 
vided  for  30  persons  upon  a  site  outside  the  condemned  area  previous 
to  the  demolition  of  any  of  the  buildings.  In  spite  of  many  discussions 
and  negotiations  no  definite  scheme  had  been  adopted  at  the  end  of  the 
vear  for  housing  the  population  to  be  displaced  and  the  matter  v,  as 
still  under  consideration. 

Part  IIP- — If  many  of  the  housing  conditions  in  the  administratis e 
county  are  to  be  remedied  with  that  thoroughness  and  promptitude 
which  the  occasion  demands,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  far  greater 
use  of  the  powers  given  by  this  important  Part  of  the  Act  than  has 
hitherto  been  the  case.  The  housing  accommodation  in  many  districts  is 
becoming  more  and  more  inadequate,  and  as  the  provision  of  houses  for 
the  wage  earning  classes  by  private  enterprise  is  far  from  sufficient  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  increasing  population,  the.  insufficiency 
becomes  in  some  localities  more  marked  every  year.  Were  it  not  for  this 
very  pronounced  shortage  the  continued  use  of  many  houses  admittedly 
unfit  for  human  habitation  would  not  be  so  general.  The  failure  of 
local  authorities  to  make  closing  orders  for  houses  represented  by  their 
officials  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  can  be  readily  understood  under  such 
circumstances,  but  does  not  account  for  the  failure  to  utilize  the  powers 
provided  by  the  legislature  for  remedying  such  deficiency.  The  local 
custom  under  which  housing  accommodation  is  provided  by  employers 
of  labour  in  the  colliery  districts  has,  no  doubt,  influenced  some  local 
authorities  in  refusing  or  not  endeavouring  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  of  housing  accommodation,  but  the  fact  remains  that  if 
housing  progress  is  to  be  made  with  that  expedition  which  the  existing 
•conditions  necessitate,  it  will  be  necessary  to  build  a  very  large  number 
of  new  houses.  If  these  are  not  being  provided  by  private  enterprise, 
whether  by  speculative  builders  or  colliery  proprietors,  the  duty  of  the 
local  authorities  is  evident  and  should  not  be  shirked. 

Without  going  outside  the  administrative  county  evidence  is  obtain¬ 
able  of  the  success  which  has  followed  action  on  the  lines  indicated  and 
the  remarks  in  the  district  report  for  the  borough  of  Morpeth  are  well 
worth  the  earnest  consideration  of  other  sanitary  authorities  who  have 
not,  hitherto,  made  any  effort  to  grapple  with  the  problem  of  insuffi¬ 
cient  housing  accommodation. 

Insufficient  housing  accommodation  existed  in  all  the  following  dis¬ 
tricts  though  to  a  varying  extent  : — the  boroughs  of  Berwick-on-Tweed 
and  Wallsend  ;  the  urban  districts  of  Alnwick,  Ashington,  Bedlington- 
shire,  Cramlington,  Earsdon,  Hexham,  Longbenton,  Newbiggin-by-the- 
Sea,  Newburn,  Prudhoe,  Seaton  Delaval,  Seghill  and  Weetslade ;  also 
the5 rural  districts  of  Alnwick  (Shilbottle,  Hauxley  and  Togston),  Bel- 
ford  (at  Belford,  Bamburgh  and  North  Sunderland),  Hexham  (Acomb 
and  Corbridge)  and  Haltwhistle. 

In  only  three  of  the  above  districts  was  any  definite,  action  taken 
during  the  year  with  a  view  to  the  provision  of  houses,  viz. 

Borough  of  Morpeth. — Thirty-three  houses  were  provided  by  the  local 
authority  and  the  council  were  so  satisfied  with  the  success  of  the.  two 
schemes  now  carried  out  that  steps  were  being  taken  to  obtain  land  for 
a  further  scheme. 

Prudhoe  Urban  District. — The  council  instructed  the  surveyor  to 
visit  certain  districts  in  which  houses  had  been  provided  by  the  local 
authorities  and  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the  erection  of  houses  in  this 
district. 
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Whitley  and  Monks eaton  Urban  District. — A  scheme  was  prepared 
by  the  surveyor  for  the  erection  of  38  houses  at  Hill  Heads.  The 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  was  obtained  and  the  houses 
were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Further  details  of  the  housing  schemes  above-mentioned  are  given  in 
the  summaries  of  the  district  reports. 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act,  1899. 

Loans  were  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board  on  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  local  authorities  in  two  instances,  viz.  : — the  borough  of  Morpeth 
(=£560)  and  the  urban  district  of  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea  (,£388). 

The  Haltwhistle  Rural  Council  applied  to  and  obtained  the  consent 
of  the  county  council  to  undertake  the  duties  of  a  local  authority  under 
the  Act,  as  provided  by  Section  9,  but  no  loans  were  sanctioned  during 
the  period  under  review,  though  application  had  been  made  in  one 
instance. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

The  preparation  of  a  complete  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in 
the  administrative  county  is  somewhat  difficult  owing  to  (a)  the  paucity 
of  information  given  in  some  reports,  (b)  the  information  supplied  by 
medical  officers  in  the  Home  Office  Form  does  not  always  correspond 
with  the  information  given  in  the  text  of  the  reports  and  (c)  the  wrong 
classification  of  matter  adopted  in  filling  up  the  official  forms,  e.g., 
including  factories  in  the  number  of  workshops,  etc.  The  following- 
synopsis  of  administrative  action  in  the  w-hole  county  area  contains  not 
only  the  information  given  in  the  reports  of  the  district  medical  officers 
but  is  supplemented  by  information  obtained  by  inspection  and  special 
enquiry. 

Number  of  Worhshopts  in  the  Administrative  County. — The  number 
was  approximately  1,404  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review.  This 
number  is  comparatively  small  for  the  population  but  the  two  chief 
occupations  in  this  county,  coal  mining  and  agriculture,  do  not  come 
under  the  operations  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act;  also  there  is 
evidence  that  in  some  districts  the  register  is  far  from  being  a  complete 
return  of  “  all  workshops  situate  in  the  district.”  The  number  varied 
from  143  in  the  Blyth  district  to  none  in  SeghiJl. 

Number  of  inspections. — Excluding  the  urban  district  of  Alnwick  for 
which  no  return  was  available,  2,810  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to 
workshops  and  353  to  factories.  In  many  instances  the  visits  of  inspec¬ 
tion  were  far  too  few  compared  with  the  number  of  premises  on  the 
register.  Thus  in  one  district  only  14  visits  were  paid  during  the  year 
to  86  -registered  workshops.  The  return  in  one  instance  was  to  the 
effect  that  “  regular  inspections  were  made,”  which  suggests  that  no 
record  of  visits  was  kept — as  required  by  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order — 
as  if  a  record  is  kept  the  actual  number  of  visits  would  be  known. 

Defects,  Nuisances  ctnd  Contraventions  met  with. — These  numbered 
221,  of  which  196  were  defects,  etc.,  remediable  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  and  25  were  breaches  of  the  sanitary  provisions  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901.  Of  the  former  167  and  of  the  latter  all  but 
four  were  remedied.  In  one  urban  and  two  rural  districts  no  defects, 
etc.,  were  reported. 

Complaints  by  H.M.  Inspector  (Section  5). — These  constitute  defects, 
etc.,  in  workshops  or  factories  which  are  met  with  by  H.M.  Inspectors, 
and  which  are  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  not  under 
the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  e.g.,  nuisances  in  workshops  arising 
from  overcrowding,  lack  of  cleanliness,  insufficient  ventilation,  etc.,  or 
defects  in  sanitary  accommodation  in  factories  or  workshops  in  districts 
in  which  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
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is  in  force.  Fifty-seven  such  complaints  were  received  and  in  all  but 
seven  instances  the  local  authorities  had  reported  to  the  government 
inspector  the  steps  which  were  taken  to  remedy  the  defects.  In  the 
event  of  such  action  not  being  satisfactory,  H.M.  Inspector  may  take 
over  the  powers  of  the  local  authority  as  regards  the  specific  matter 
complained  of,  but  no  instance  of  such  action  was  reported. 

Bakehouses. — From  the  returns  available  it  appeared  there  were  117" 
bakehouses  in  the  administrative  county.  As  far  as  is  known  none  of 
these  were  underground.  The  report  for  the  previous  year  stated  that 
eight  underground  bakehouses  in  the  borough  of  Berwick-on-Tweed 
were  being  illegally  occupied  but  in  the  medical  officer’s  report  for  the' 
vear  under  review  it  is  definitely  stated  that  there  are  now  no  such 
premises  in  the  borough. 

Outworkers. — Only  four  local  authorities  received  lists  of  outworkers, 
viz.,  the  urban  councils  of  Morpeth,  Ashington,  Hexham  and  Long- 
benton.  Eleven  lists  were  received  containing  the  names  of  17  out¬ 
workers  who  were  engaged  in  the  following  occupations  : — making  of 
wearing  apparel  15,  upholstering  1,  feather  sorting  1.  Even  when  due 
allowance  is  made  for  the  industrial  conditions  which  exist  in  the 
county  it  seems  incredible  that  only  17  outworkers  are  employed  in  the 
whole  county.  As  the  efficient  inspection  and  control  of  outworkers  is 
of  considerable  importance  from  a  public  health  point  of  view  it  is 
extremely  desirable  that  adequate  attention  should  be  paid  to  this 
matter.  Enquiries  in  every  district  as  to  whether  materials  are  sent  to' 
homeworkers  engaged  in  such  work  as  shirt-making,  hosiery  knitting, 
making  or  finishing  of  household  linen,  making  or  cleaning  of  wearing 
apparel,  etc.,  would  probably  result  in  outworkers  being  discovered 
and,  in  such  cases,  the  keeping  and  sending  of  lists  (Section  107)  should 
be  insisted  upon.  The  importance  of  ensuring  that  articles  such  as 
those  mentioned  above  are  made  under  sanitary  conditions  and  in  houses 
free  from  infectious  disease  demands  a  thorough  use  of  the  powers- 
which  the  legislature  has  provided. 

Failure  to  Affix  Abstract  of  Act. — The  medical  officers  of  the  Ashing¬ 
ton  and  Prudlroe  urban  districts  sent  5  and  2  notifications  respectively 
to  H.M.  Inspector  as  required  by  Section  133  of  the  Act. 


The  Mid  wives  Act,  1902. 

The  duties  of  the  local  supervising  authority  under  the  Midwives  Act 
were,  as  in  previous  years,  undertaken  by  the  Midwives  Committee,  the 
county  medical  officer  acting  as  their  executive  officer. 

The  inspection  of  midwives  was  again  carried  on  with  energy  and 
tact  bv  Miss  Hunter  and  her  assistant,  Miss  Rogers. 

Notices  of  intention  to  practise  in  the  county  were  received  in  January 
from  122  certified  midwives,  but  during  the  year  this  number  was 
increased  to  142. 

The  number  of  trained  midwives  practising  in  the  county  increased 
from  114  in  1912  to  123  during  1913.  They  undertook  on  their  own 
account  114  confinements,  but  attended  in  addition  to  the  above  601  for 
which  medical  practitioners  had  been  engaged,  making  a  total  of  715 
cases — an  average  of  5'8  each. 

In  more  than  2,700  cases  they  acted  as  maternity  nurses,  a  medical 
practitioner  being  in  attendance. 

Nineteen  untrained  but  certified  women  were  in  practice  at  the  end 
of  the  year — a  decrease  of  one  compared  with  the  jireceding  year. 

They  attended  645  confinements  (an  average  of  34  each)  at  which  no 
medical  practitioner  was  present  (an  increase  of  24  compared  with  the 
previous  year). 
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Seventeen  still  births  occurred  in  the  confinements  attended  by  certi¬ 
fied  midwives. 

The  759  confinements  undertaken  by  midwives  on  their  own  account 
constituted  7'5  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  registered,  and  the  total 
number  actually  carried  through  by  them  (1,360)  was  equal  to  13'4  of 
all  the  births  registered. 

Medical  help  was  sent  for  in  24  instances. 

It  appears  from  Miss  Hunter’s  report,  which  is  appended,  that  no 
cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  nor  of  Purulent  Ophthalmia  occurred  in  the 
practice  of  any  midwife,  that  no  death  of  a  mother  and  only  one  of  an 
infant  occurred  before  a  medical  practitioner  was  in  attendance,  and 
that  about  90  per  cent,  of  the  infants  whose  births  occurred  in  the 
practice  of  midwives  were  breast  fed. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  report  any  midwife  for  misconduct,  but  the 
difficulty  of  prosecuting  uncertified  women  practising  as  midwives  con¬ 
tinued  owing  to  reasons  set  forth  in  last  year’s  report. 

Report  of  the  Council's  Inspector  of  Midwives  for  the  yean  ending 

December  31st,  1913. 

The  midwives  practising  in  the  administrative  county  numbered  142, 
of  whom  123  were  trained  and  19  were  untrained  (but  certified). 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty-nine  confinements  were  undertaken  by  mid¬ 
wives,  independently  of  doctors,  and  2,787  were  nursed  by  midwives, 
medical  practitioners  being  in  attendance. 

Seventeen  still  births  were  reported,  and  medical  aid  was  sent  for  in 
24  instances. 

No  death  of  a  mother  and  only  one  of  a  child  occurred  before  a 
medical  practitioner  was  in  attendance. 

No  cases  of  Puerperal  fever,  nor  of  Ophthalmia,  were  reported. 

About  90  per  cent,  of  the  babies  were  breast  fed,  at  all  events  for  a 
time. 

Trained  midwives  attended  114  cases  on  their  own  account  (a  decrease 
of  29  compared  with  the  preceding  year)  and,  in  addition,  601  cases  for 
which  medical  men  were  engaged  but  in  which  labour  was  completed 
before  the  medical  attendant’s  arrival. 

Medical  aid  was  required  in  15  instances. 

Trained  midwives  acted  as  maternity  nurses  in  2,720  cases  for  which 
medical  men  were  engaged. 

Untrained  midwives. — Nineteen  untrained  (but  certified)  midwives 
notified  their  intention  to  practise,  but  only  15  were  actually  in  practice  ; 
their  cases  taken  independently  of  doctors  numbered  645  (an  increase  of 
24),  the  highest  number  in  one  woman’s  practice  being  247  and  the  next 
highest  161. 

Sixteen  still  births  occurred  (8  in  the  practice  of  one  midwife  whose 
total  number  of  confinements  was  247)  most  of  which  were  premature. 

Medical  aid  was  sent  for  in  9  instances. 

trained  midwives  are  doing  excellent  work  in  advising  mothers  as  to 
the  care  and  management  of  their  infants. 

The  work  of  the  uncertified  woman  has  considerably  decreased  since 
maternity  benefit  under  the  National  Insurance  Act  is  not  payable  on 
the  certificate  of  an  unregistered  woman. 

Midwives  report  a  very  successful  year  financially,  which  they  attri¬ 
bute  to  the  maternity  benefit  under  the  National  Insurance  Act.  “ 

Eighty  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  untrained  and  431  to  trained 
midwives. 
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The  Education  (Administrative  Provisions)  Act,  1907. 

The  medical  inspection  of  school  children  was  carried  out  in  the  same 
manner  as  during  the  previous  year.  The  following  up  of  children 
attending  public  elementary  schools  was,  as  previously,  carried  out  by 
the  health  visitors  and  in  thirty-two  (at  the  end  of  the  year,  twenty- 
nine)  nursing  districts  by  the  district  nurses. 

The  Children  Act,  1908. 

Attention  was  drawn,  in  the  annual  report  for  1909,  to  the  chief  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  Act,  e.g.,  those  dealing  with  infant  life  protection,  the 
prevention  of  cruelty  to  children  and  the  examination  and  cleansing  of 
the  person  and  clothing  of  verminous  children. 

Water  Supply. 

The  chief  water  supply  undertaking  in  this  county  is  that  of  the  New¬ 
castle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  and  a  considerable  proportion  of 
the  population  in  the  south  eastern  and  most  populous  area  of  the  admini¬ 
strative  county  is  supplied  with  upland  surface  water  of  undoubted 
purity  and  under  the  constant  system.  In  some  instances  the  water  is 
purchased  in  bulk  and  distributed  by  the  local  authority  but  in  others 
the  company  also  acts  as  the  distributing  authority.  The  districts 
supplied  from  this  source  are  the  borough  of  Wallsend,  the  urban  dis¬ 
tricts  of  Newburn,  Prudhoe,  Gosforth,  Longbenton,  Earsdon,  Seghill, 
and  Weetslade  and  portions  of  the  Castle  Ward  and  Hexham  rural  dis¬ 
tricts. 

The  distributing  mains  of  the  company  were  extended  during  the  year 
as  follows  : — borough  of  Wallsend  2,665  yards;  Gosforth  urban  district, 
235  yards;  Longbenton  urban  district,  57  yards;  Newburn  urban  dis¬ 
trict,  559  yards;  Prudhoe  urban  district,  2,452  yards;  Castle  Ward  rural 
district,  2,885  yards;  total  8,853  yards.  In  the  Earsdon  urban  district 
where  the  local  sanitary  authority  are  the  distributing  authority  the 
mains  were  extended. for  a  distance  of  300  yards. 

The  Tynemouth  Corporation  water  mains  also  provide  a  considerable 
proporation  of  the  population  with  a  good  and  sufficient  supply  on  the 
constant  system,  i.e.  the  urban  districts  of  Cramlington,  Newbiggin-by- 
the-Sea,  Seaton  Delaval,  and  Whitley  and  Monkseaton  ;  a  portion  of  the 
supplies  to  the  Bedlingtonshire  and  Blyth  urban  districts  is  also  obtained 
from  this  source. 

In  other  populous  districts  the  waterworks  are  owned  by  the  local 
•councils,  e.g.  Hexham,  Bedlingtonshire,  Blyth,  Morpeth,  Amble,  Aln¬ 
wick,  Berwick-on-Tweed,  as  well  as  certain  parishes  in  rural  districts, 
notably  Belford,  Bellingham,  Haltwhistle  and  Hexham.  Extensions  of 
water  mains  were  reported,  in  addition  to  those  above  mentioned  in  the 
following  urban  districts  : — Ashington,  2,680  yards;  Bedlingtonshire, 
900  yards;  Blyth,  641  yards;  Hexham,  540  yards;  Newbiggin-by-the- 
Sea,  Seaton  Delaval,  Rothbury ;  also  in  the  rural  districts  of  Alnwick 
and  Hexham. 

New  schemes  of  water  supply  for  the  borough  of  Berwick,  the  urban 
district  of  Alnwick  and  the  rural  district  of  Haltwhistle  were  being 
•carried  out  during  the  year  under  review. 

Improvements. — These  are  set  out  in  detail  in  the  summaries  of  the 
respective  district  reports,  and  it  will  therefore  suffice  to  refer  only  by 
name  to  the  districts  in  which  improvements  were  effected,  viz  : — the 
boroughs  of  Berwick-on-Tweed  &  Morpeth;  the  urban  districts  of  Aln¬ 
wick,  Ashington,  Bedlingtonshire,  Blyth  &  Prudhoe;  the  rural  districts 
•of  Alnwick,  Bellingham,  Glendale,  Haltwhistle,  Hexham,  Morpeth.  Nor- 
ham  and  Islandshires,  and  Rothbury.  The  improvements  in  water 
supplies  during  recent  years,  especially  in  the  urban  districts,  and  the 
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important  schemes  now  being  developed  have  placed  the  water  supplies 
of  the  county  in  a  much  more  satisfactory  position  than  was  formerly  the 
case. 

Requirements. — -In  the  summaries  of  the  district  annual  reports  atten¬ 
tion  is  directed  to  the  localities  in  which  improvements  are  still  needed 
under  the  head  of  “  Requirements. — Water  Supply  ”  and  reference  is 
made  to  the  undermentioned  localities  : — The  boroughs  of  Berwick-on- 
Tweed  (scheme  being  carried  out) ,  and  Morpeth  (as  regards  provision 
for  filtration) ;  the  urban  districts  of  Ashington  (scheme  being  prepared) , 
Longbenton  (for  certain  isolated  houses),  Seaton  Delaval  (North  Moor 
and  Camp  Terrace)  and  Whitley  and  Monkseaton  (St.  Mary's  Island) ; 
also  the  rural  districts  of  Alnwick  (Hauxley,  Togston,  Heather  Leazes 
and  Acklington) ;  Belford  (Sionside,  West  Street,  the  houses  at  North 
Sunderland  not  connected  to  the  water  mains,  Ellingham  School  and 
houses  near,  West  Fleetham,  and  the  following  houses  at  Bamburgh  : — 
Blacketts  Cottages,  Alma  Cottages  and  Armstrongs  Cottages) ;  Belling¬ 
ham  (West  Woodburn)  ;  Glendale  (Lowick,  Kirknewton,  etc.)  ;  Halt- 
whistle  (Slaggyford,  Town  Green  and  Eals  Village) ;  Hexham  (Riding 
Mill  and  Butt  Bank) ;  Morpeth  (Longhurst,  Hepscott,  Middleton,  Wid- 
drington  Colliery,  Chevington  Drift  and  Chevington  Crescent)  ;  Nor- 
ham  and  Islandshires  (especially  at  Norham  and  Holy  Island) ;  and  Roth- 
bury  (Forest  Burn  Gate,  Gusset,  Heslev  Hirst,  Sunnyside,  etc). 

The  distribution  of  water  where  adequate  supplies  are  available  is  in 
many  instances  very  unsatisfactory.  This  is  occasioned  by  the  absence 
of  provision  for  storage  in  several  villages  in  the  rural  districts  and  by 
the  objectionable  standpipe  system  of  distribution  in  the  colliery  dis¬ 
tricts.  The  public  health  disadvantages  of  the  latter  system  have  been 
pointed  out  on  many  occasions  and  it  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  in  a 
few  districts  this  objectionable  system  is  still  being  perpetuated. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  improvements  carried  out  during  the  year  and  others  in  contem¬ 
plation  are  set  out  below.  Further  particulars  are  given  in  the  sum¬ 
maries  of  the  district  reports  : — 

Borough  of  Berwick-on-Tweed. — A  new  sewerage  scheme  for  the 
Tweedmouth  sub-district  was  being  carried  out  and  was  almost  com¬ 
pleted.  The  importance  of  this  undertaking  can  be  understood  when  it 
is  remembered  that  many  of  the  sewers  in  this  district  were  open 
channels  at  the  edge  of  footpaths  in  busy  thoroughfares.  The  total 
cost  of  the  new  scheme  was  approximately  425,000  and  the  outfall  is 
into  the  tidal  waters  of  the  River  Tweed. 

Ashington  Urban  District. — Three  new  sewers  were  provided  by  the 
local 'authority  and  a  loan  of  422,000  was  being  negotiated  with  a" view 
to  further  improvements  in  this  direction. 

Bedlingtonshire  Urban  District. — An  important  addition  to  the  sewer¬ 
age  system  of  the  district  wras  contemplated,  including  a  new  outfall 
sewer  from  Bedlington  Station  to  the  tidal  waters  of  the  River  Blyth  at 
East  Sleekburn.  A  loan  of  422,467  was  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  in  connection  with  the  above  scheme. 

Blyth  Urban  District. — The  principal  improvement  was  the  extension 
of  the  South  Blyth  storm  water  sewer  for  a  distance  of  140  yards. 

C ramlington  U rban  District.— An  improved  system  of  sewerage  for 
Shankhouse  and  East  Hartford  was  being  prepared  which  also  provided 
for  the  treatment  of  the  sewage  from  these  localities. 

Earsdon  Urban  District—  Several  important  extensions  of  the  council’s 
sewers  were  reported,  chiefly  in  connection  with  building  operations. 

Hexham  Urban  District. — The  sewerage  system  was  improved  and 
extended  by  the  provision  of  a  new  sewer  for  houses  in  the  Allendale 
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Road  district  and  a  sewer  in  St.  Wilfrid’s  Road  was  diverted  and 
extended. 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea  Urban  District. — A  considerable  improvement 
was  effected  by  the  provision  of  a  new  outfall  sewer  for  the  south 
eastern  portion  of  the  district  at  a  cost  of  approximately  <£1,000.  The 
sewerage  system  was  also  extended  to  meet  the  requirements  of  build¬ 
ing  operations. 

Prudhoe  Urban  District. — A  new  main  sewer  was  provided  for  West 
Mickley  as  the  existing  sewer  had  been  seriously  damaged  by  pit  falls. 

Seaton  Del  aval  Urban  District. — About  200  yards  of  new  sewers  were 
laid  to  meet  the  requirements  of  building  operations  in  the  district  and 
a  foul  ditch  at  Long  Row  was  piped  for  a  distance  of  about  200  yards. 

Weetslade  Urban  District. — New  sewers  were  laid  for  four  rows  of 
colliery  houses  and  one  other  row  for  which  the  previously  existing 
sewers  were  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory.  In  three  instances  branch 
sewers  draining  to  watercourses  were  connected  to  the  council’s  sewerage 
systems  at  Dudley  and  Wideopen. 

Whitley  and  Monkseaton  Urban  District.- — Sewers  were  provided  or 
extended  to  meet  the  requirements  of  building  operations  and  1,150 
yards  were  laid.  The  provision  of  a  new  outfall  sewer  was 
contemplated. 

Alnwick  Pared  District. — Improvements  to  the  sewerage  system  at 
Alnmouth  were  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  consideration ; 
several  old  sewers  consisting  of  open  jointed  field  pipes  were  being 
removed  and  replaced  by  modern  sanitary  pipes  with  cement  joints. 

Bellingham  Bared  District. — New  schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  was  prepared  for  the  villages  of  Greenhaugh  and  Lanehead 
and  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction 
to  a  loan  for  carrying  out  the  work. 

Castle  Ward  Bared  District. — Improvements  to  the  sewerage  system 
for  the  village  of  Ponteland  and  the  Darras  Hall  building  estate  were 
contemplated.  A  scheme  was  prepared  and  application  made  for 
sanction  to  borrow  £1,750,  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work. 

Haltwhistle  Bared  District. — The  scheme  for  improving  and  extending 
the  sewerage  system  of  Haltwhistle  to  which  allusion  was  made  in  the 
previous  annual  report  was  further  expedited  but  the  necessary  pre¬ 
liminaries  had  not  been  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Hexham  Bared  District. — Considerable  progress  was  made  with  the 
Broomley  sewerage  scheme,  which  involved  the  construction  of  about 
4  miles  of  new  sewers  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £3,600.  Several  new 
sewers  were  laid  at  Riding  Mill ;  the  Wall  village  main  sewer  was 
extended  and  a  portion  of  the  main  sewer  at  Colwell  was  relaid.  A 
loan  was  sanctioned  in  connection  with  the  new  sewerage  scheme  for 
Barrasford  and  Gunnerton  and  the  early  completion  of  the  work  was 
anticipated.  The  North  Wylam  sewerage  system  was  extended  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  development  of  a  building  estate. 

Morpeth  Bured  District. — The  proposed  sewerage  scheme  for  the  north 
eastern  portion  of  this  district  was  advanced  another  step,  an  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  Local  Government  Board  having  been  made  for  sanction  to 
borrow  £9,000  for  the  necessary  works. 

Norham  and  Islandshires  Bured  District. — A  stone  conduit  at  Horn- 
cliffe  was  replaced  by  a  sanitary  pipe  sewer. 

The  above  record  of  improvements  is  not  so  extensive  as  in  some 
former  years  but  it  will  be  noted  that  a  few  important  schemes  were  in 
jn’eparation  and  progress  was  made  with  the  necessary  preliminaries. 
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There  is,  however,  much  scope  for  further  activity  in  providing 
sewerage  schemes  where  none  at  present  exist,  and  in  the  extension  and 
improvement  of  existing  systems  which  are  insufficient  or  defective. 
Reference  to  these  will  be  found  under  the  head  of  “  Requirements 
in  the  summaries  of  the  district  reports  for  those  areas  in  which  the 
above  conditions  exist.  In  many  instances  the  suggested  improvements 
are  long  overdue  though  the  attention  of  local  authorities  has  been 
drawn  to  them  on  many  occasions. 


bCA  VENGI^G. 

The  reports  received  contain  evidence  of  this  most  important  branch 
of  sanitary  administration  having  received  more  attention  than  has 
been  the  case  in  the  past.  Of  the  31  reports  received  only  three  totally 
ignored  the  requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1910,  i.e.  to 
include  ‘  ‘  a  statement  as  to  the  character  and  efficiency  of  the  arrange- 
“  ments  in  the  district  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  and  the  cleaning 
“  of  earth  closets,  privies,  ashpits  and  cesspools.  ” 

In  twelve  instances  the  statement  by  the  medical  officer  or  sanitary 
inspector  was  a  most  satisfactory  record,  and  not  only  was  reference 
made  to  the  various  details  of  the  systems  in  operation,  but  valuable 
suggestions  were  offered  for  remedying  certain  defects.  In  the  remaining 
sixteen  district  reports  reference  was  made  to  the  above  subject  though 
certain  important  particulars  were  not  given. 

It  is  therefore  again  necessary  to  point  out  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  require  information  to  be  given  on  the  following  points  : — (1) 
whether  scavenging  is  done  by  the  local  authority  (direct  labour  or  by 
contractors),  or  by  owners,  or  occupiers  in  each  or  all  of  the  parishes  or 
sub-districts;  (2)  the  frequency  of  removal;  (3)  the  time  and  method  of 
removal — whether  by  day  or  night  and  whether  in  open  or  closed 
vehicles;  (4)  the  method  of  final  disposal,  viz.,  by  burning,  tipping,  dis¬ 
posal  on  land,  barging  to  sea,  etc.  and  (5)  the  efficiency  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments  made. 

Urban  Districts. — In  the  following  districts  the  work  is  done  by  the 
council’s  employees  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  officials  : — Mor¬ 
peth,  Wallsend,  Amble,  Bedlingtonshire  (one  fourth  of  the  district), 
Blyth,  Cramlington  (except  team  labour),  Hexham,  Longbenton,  New- 
burn,  and  Whitley  and  Monkseaton. 

The  work  was  let  to  contractors  by  the  urban  councils  of  Ashington, 
Bedlingtonshire  (about  three  fourths  of  the  district),  Earsdon,  Gosforth, 
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea,  Prudhoe,  Seaton  Delaval,  Seghill  and  Weetslade. 

In  the  Rothbury  urban  district  no  public  scavenging  system  was  pro¬ 
vided;  the  council  however  provided  a  public  tip. 

The  contract  system  was  again  found  to  be  most  unsatisfactory  and  it 
is  a  significant  fact  that  in  seven  of  the  nine  districts  in  which  this 
system  was  adopted  the  medical  officers  recommended  the  council  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  taking  the  work  over. 

The  periods  and  frequency  of 'removal  varied  not  only  in  the  different 
districts  but  in  the  same  district  according  to  the  tyjre  of  sanitary  con¬ 
venience.  At  Hexham  daily  removals  were  made  and  at  Whitley  and 
Monkseaton  there  were  three  collections  a  week.  In  the  remaining  dis¬ 
tricts  privy  ashpits  were  emptied  fortnightly  or  every  three  weeks,  and 
ashclosets  weekly  or  bi-weekly. 

The  method  of  final  disposal  generally  adopted  was  to  farmers  for 
agricultural  purposes,  or  tipping  in  quarries,  brick  yards  and  other 
places.  At  Wallsend  a  large  proportion  of  the  refuse  was  barged  to  sea. 
In  a  few  instances  the  more  easily  combustible  matter  was  burnt  but  in 
no  district  of  the  administrative  county  is  there  a  modern  forced- 
draught  refuse  destructor. 
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In  many  districts  the  refuse  was  still  removed  during  the  daytime  in 
ordinary  carts,  but  loose  covers  of  tarpaulin  etc.  have  been  provided 
recently  in  some  areas.  It  is,  nevertheless  a  fact  that  the  methods  of 
refuse  removal  adopted  by  some  councils  is  a  contravention  of  the  coun¬ 
cils’  own  byelaws. 

The  cost  of  scavenging  per  head  per  annum  was  given  in  seven  in¬ 
stances,  viz: — Morpeth  borough  2/44;  Earsdon  l/2f;  Gosforth  1/3; 
Longbenton  1  /  4^  ;  Seaton  Delaval  1  /  3 ;  Weetslade  1  /  5| ;  Whitley  and 
Monkseaton  1/4.  The  frequency  of  removal,  however,  varied  in  these 
districts  and  must  be  considered  in  making  comparisons.  The  supply  of 
free  coal  to  colliery  employees  has  also  a  considerable  influence  on  the 
cost  of  scavenging;  the  average  amount  of  house  refuse  collected  in  the 
Newburn  urban  district  was  34  tons  and  in  the  Whitley  and  Monkseaton 
district  ^  ton  ;  also  in  the  colliery  portion  of  the  Longbenton  district  the 
amount  collected  was  12  cubic  yards  per  house  compared  with  3^  cubic 
yards  in  the  residential  portion  of  the  same  district. 

Rural  Districts. — Scavenging  systems  have  been  instituted  in  the 
following  rural  districts  : — Alnwick,  for  Alnmouth  and  Togston;  Bel- 
ford,  for  Belford,  North  Sunderland  and  Seahouses;  Glendale,  forWooler, 
Lowick  and  Wark;  Haltwhistle  for  the  town  area;  Morpeth,  for  Wid- 
drington  and  West  Chevington. 

In  the  remaining  portions  of  the  rural  districts  the  work  is  done  by 
(1)  tenant  farmers  among  the  agricultural  population,  (2)  colliery  owners 
in  colliery  districts,  or  (3)  owners  or  occupiers  according  to  arrange¬ 
ment.  The  absence  of  any  system  of  public  scavenging  for  several  of 
the  larger  villages  is  most  unsatisfactory  and  particular  attention  to  this 
matter  is  needed  by  the  following  sanitary  authorities  : — Alnwick,  Bel¬ 
lingham,  Hexham,  and  Norham  and  Islandshires.  The  present  unsatis¬ 
factory  conditions  in  several  of  the  villages  can  only  be  remedied  by 
adopting  systems  of  public  scavenging  and  unless  the  local  authorities 
undertake  this  work  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  exercise  the  compulsory  powers  given  under  Section  42  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875. 

The  absence  of  byelaws  relating  to  the  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  ash¬ 
pits,  etc.  is  an  important  deficiency  in  many  localities  in  which  there  is 
no  system  of  public  scavenging. 


Disinfection. 

Had  the  Local  Government  Board’s  requirements  been  fulfilled,  the 
information  available  under  this  heading  would  have  been  much  more 
complete.  The  Board  require  each  medical  officer  to  include  in  his 
annual  report  a  statement  as  to  “  the  methods  of  disinfection  adopted 
“  in  each  district,  including  their  sufficiency  or  insufficiency,  and  the 
“  extent  of  action  in  the  direction  above-mentioned.” 

In  only  ten  of  the  reports  were  the  necessary  particulars  given, 
though  in  several  others  a  brief  reference  was  made  stating  how  many 
houses  or  schools  were  disinfected.  Seven  medical  officers  reported  that 
disinfection  of  schools  was  carried  out  after  closures  owing  to  infectious 
diseases  and  in  at  least  two  other  districts  the  schools  were  all  systemati¬ 
cally  disinfected  every  half  year.  In  fifteen  instances  no  information 
was  given  as  to  the  methods  adopted  and  in  four  instances  it  was  stated 
to  have  been  effected  by  fumigation  but  the  fumigant  used  was  not 
mentioned.  Only  two  reports  stated  that  S02  was  used  for  fumigation, 
formic  aldehyde  being  mentioned  in  the  others.  Spraying  by 
formalin  was  the  method  adopted  in  three  instances  and  spraying  with 
a  solution  of  carbolic  acid  in  one.  Several  authorities  disinfected 
premises  in  which  cases  of  Phthisis  had  occurred  and  others  after 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Mumps. 
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The  provision  for  steam  disinfection  in  the  administrative  county 
still  remained  most  inadequate  and  the  remarks  made  in  the  county 
medical  officer’s  report  for  1911  still  apply.  The  districts  in  which 
such  provision  is  particularly  desirable  are  the  boroughs  of  Berwick-on- 
Tweed  and  Morpeth  ;  the  urban  districts  of  Alnwick,  Ashington,  Blyth, 
Cramlington,  Earsdon,  Gosforth,  Longbenton,  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea, 
Prudhoe,  Seaton  Delaval,  Weetslade  and  Whitley  and  Monkseaton ; 
also  the  rural  district  of  Hexham. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

All  the  reports  received  contained  some  reference  to  the  above  pre¬ 
mises  but  the  information  given  in  several  instances  was  both  meagre 
and  vague.  More  than  half  the  reports  contained  no  reference  whatever 
to  the  structural  conditions  and  water  supplies  of  the  cowsheds  ;  in  five 
instances  the  number  of  visits  of  inspection  was  not  stated  as  required 
by  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order ;  in  two  instances  the  number  of  persons 
on  the  register  was  not  stated  and  one  medical  officer,  though  giving 
the  number  of  cowsheds  in  the  district,  candidly  admitted  that  no 
register  was  kept  !  In  some  cases  the  visits  of  inspection  paid  were 
very  inadequate  for  the  necessary  control  over  the  milk  supply;  e.g., 
in  one  district  the  visits  of  inspection  for  the  year  were  less  than  half 
the  number  of  cowkeepers  on  the  register. 

The  total  number  of  registered  cowkeepers  (excluding  the  two  districts 
from  which  no  information  was  received)  was  661,  the  highest  number 
in  one  district  being  120  (Hexham  rural).  The  defects  found  and  the 
contraventions  of  regulations  met  with  numbered  268,  and  of  these  191 
were  reported  to  have  been  remedied. 

The  structural  defects  in  many  cowsheds  in  the  administrative  county 
do  not  appear  to  be  receiving  sufficient  attention  from  some  of  the 
sanitary  authorities,  when  the  number  of  the  defects  remedied  is  com¬ 
pared  with  the  number  existing.  The  most  important  defects  to  which 
reference  is  made  are  (1)  the  absence  of  impervious  floors,  (2)  insuffi¬ 
cient  drainage  both  outside  and  inside  the  byres,  (3)  insufficient  and 
unsatisfactory  water  supplies  particularly  in  some  of  the  rural  districts 
and  (4)  the  insanitary  methods  of  storing  manure  in  close  proximity  to 
the  cowbyres,  e.g.,  the  typical  north  country  fold-yard. 

Whether  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  legislation,  as  applied  to  milk 
production,  or  the  unsympathetic  views  of  local  authorities  concerning 
the  sanitary  essentials  of  a  pure  milk  supply,  is  responsible  for  the 
continuance  of  the  conditions  to  which  reference  is  made  above  is  a 
debatable  point,  but  if  the  above  conditions  are  to  be  removed  in  a 
reasonable  time  local  authorities  must  be  invested  with  increased  powers 
under  the  Act,  and  Regulations  framed  must  be  much  more  definite  as 
regards- the  window  area  and  the  openings  for  ventilation  in  relation  to 
floor  space ;  a  more  definite  statement  is  required  as  to  what  is 
“  sufficient  ”  drainage  and  “  sufficiently  lighted  ”  and  the  floor  space 
and  cubic  capacity  per  cow  should  be  specifically  defined.  Also  the 
regulations  should  be  compulsory  in  all  districts  and  not  adoptive  as  at 
present.  The  obligation  to  proceed  against  the  occupier  for  all  con¬ 
traventions  of  the  regulations  is  also  a  pronounced  hindrance  to  sanitary 
reform  in  this  direction,  and  the  owner,  not  the  occupier,  should  be 
made  responsible  for  the  removal  of  all  structural  defects. 

The  medical  officer  for  the  borough  of  Wallsend  referred  to  another 
flaw  in  the  legislative  provisions,  i.e.,  the  lack  of  legal  power  to  refuse 
registration  in  the  event  of  the  premises  proposed  to  be  used  being 
unsuitable. 

In  only  one  instance  during  the  year  was  there  any  outbreak  of 
disease  attributable  to  milk  supplies.  Reference  is  made  to  this  case 
in  the  summary  of  the  medical  officer’s  report  for  the  urban  district  of 
Longbenton. 
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PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITIES. 


River  Blyth  Port. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  Morton  MacLachlan,  M.B.,  C.M. 

The  number  of  vessels,  other  than  those  engaged  in  the  local  fishing 
industry,  which  arrived  in  the  port  during  1913  was  3,079,  representing 
an  increase  of  50  compared  with  the  returns  for  the  previous  year.  Of 
the  vessels  arriving,  1,001  were  British  and  2,077  foreign. 

Inspection  of  Vessels. — A  systematic  inspection  of  the  vessels  arriving 
in  port  was  carried  out  and  the  medical  officer  made  19  special  visits  to 
vessels  on  account  of  cases  of  sickness  having  been  reported.  Two 
vessels  arrived  from  suspected  ports  but  the  only  instance  during  the 
year  of  illness  of  an  infectious  nature  being  found  was  a  patient  suffer¬ 
ing  from  Scarlet  fever.  This  case  was  removed  to  the  port  isolation 
hospital  and  terminated  fatally. 

General  Sanitary  Work. — The  port  sanitary  inspector  (J.  J.  Harris) 
reported  that  212  of  the  vessels  arriving  were  found  to  have  structural 
or  sanitary  defects,  the  nature  of  which,  and  the  number  in  each  case, 
were  set  out  in  tabular  form  in  the  report.  No  information  was  given 
in  the  report  as  to  the  number  of  vessels  inspected,  nor  as  to  whether 
all  the  various  defects  met  with  were  remedied. 

Publrc  Health  (Regulation  as  to  Foods)  Act,  1907. — During  the  early 
part  of  the  year  the  local  fishing  company  ceased  operations,  and  the 
“  white  fish  ”  trade  of  the  port  was  thus  discontinued.  The  herring 
trade  was,  however,  very  successful  and  4,788  cargoes  were  brought 
into  port  by  the  herring  boats  and  drifters.  The  food  stuffs  imported 
during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — white  fish,  3,682  tons  ;  fresh  herrings, 
50,515  crans ;  pickled  herrings,  766  barrels  ;  salmon,  894  lbs.  ;  sardines 
and  anchovies,  13  cases;  preserves,  29  cases;  beer,  110  cases;  salt, 
.2,008  tons. 

None  of  the  above  were  found  to  be  in  such  a  condition  as  to  require 
action  being  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 


River  Coquet  Port. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  Anderson  Loughridge,  M.B.,  C'h.B. 

The  urban  district  council  of  Amble  constitutes  the  port  sanitary 
authority.  The  number  of  vessels  which  entered  the  port  during  the 
year  was  283.  Of  these  88  were  foreign  vessels  from  foreign  ports, 
44  were  foreign  vessels  from  British  ports ;  151  were  British  vessels, 
■61  arriving  from  foreign  ports  and  90  from  British  ports. 

All  the  above  vessels  were  inspected  and  were  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 

The  cases  of  illness  reported  all  received  medical  attention  and,  with 
the  exception  of  one  case  of  Measles,  none  proved  to  be  of  an  infectious 
character. 

The  forecastle  of  the  vessel  in  which  the  case  of  Measles  occurred  was 
fumigated  by  the  inspector. 
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River  Tweed  Port. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  D.  Heagerty,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.M.,  L.M. 

The  sanitary  authority  of  the  borough  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed  con¬ 
stitutes  the  River  Tweed  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  medical  officer  reported  that  twenty-five  ships  arrived  from 
foreign  ports  during  the  year,  chiefly  Norwegian  and  Danish.  The 
only  case  of  infectious  disease  met  with  or  reported  was  a  case  of  beri¬ 
beri.  Preventive  measures  in  the  nature  of  disinfection,  etc.,  were 
taken  and  no  further  cases  occurred. 

River  Tyne  Port. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W.  Edmund  Harker,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.Hy. 

Inspection  of  Vessels. — The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
vessels  which  arrived  in  the  port  during  the  year,  the  class  of  trade  in 
which  they  were  engaged,  as  well  as  the  number  and  percentage  of 
vessels  inspected  by  the  officers  of  the  sanitary  authority  : — 


Description). 

Number  of 
vessels  arriving. 

Number 

Inspected. 

Percentage  of 
vessels  inspected 

Foreign  ... 

1,760 

1,726 

923 

Home  Trade 

4,315 

4,227 

97  9 

Coastwise 

6,852 

5,186 

756 

Total 

12,927 

11,139 

86'1 

Of  the  above  vessels  inspected  5,435  were  British  steamers,  4,143 
were  foreign  steamers,  324  were  British  sailing  vessels,  189  were  foreign 
sailing  vessels  and  1,138  were  British  fishing  vessels. 

The  foreign  vessels  represented  14  different  nationalities,  the  principal 
being,  in  the  order  named,  Norwegian,  German,  Danish,  Swedish, 
Spanish  and  Dutch. 

Conditions  found. — Of  the  vessels  inspected  10,371  (93  per  cent.)  were 
found  to  be  in  a  good  sanitary  condition  ;  in  372  (3'3  per  cent.)  struc¬ 
tural  defects  were  found;  in  396  (3‘5  per  cent.)  the  vessels  were  found 
to  be  in  a  dirty  condition.  The  percentages  of  dirty  vessels  to  vessels 
inspected  were  : — British  vessels  2’7,  foreign  vessels"  4’7.  The  number 
and  nature  of  the  various  structural  and  sanitary  defects  were  set  out 
in  the  report  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  in  every  case  the  defects 
complained  of  were  remedied. 


Cases  of  Sichness  reported  of  a  more  or  less  infectious  nature. 


Nature  of  sickness. 

On  voyage. 

On  or  after 
arrival. 

I 

Total. 

Malarial  Fever 

41 

1  10 

51 

Enteric  Fever 

13 

15 

28 

Influenza 

? 

? 

14 

Diarrhoea  (Choleraic,  &c.) 

4 

9 

13 

Beri-beri 

1 

11 

12 

Dysentery  ... 

10 

_ 

10 

Measles 

— 

4 

4 

Small-pox  ... 

2 

2 

Typhus  Fever  . 

2 

_ 

2 

Cholera 

1 

— .  .  . 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

1 

Chickenpox  .. 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  ...  ...J 

75 

50 

139 

57 


The  two  cases  of  Smallpox  and  also  the  case  of  Cholera  referred  to 
in  the  above  list  were  not  brought  into  the  River  Tvne  port  as,  although 
the  cases  occurred  during  a  voyage  to.  the  Tyne  the  patients  had  been 
left  at  other  ports. 

Special  visits  paid  by  Medical  Officer  on  account  of  reported  or 
suspected  sickness  on  board. — Fifty-seven  vessels  were  specially  visited 
as  above  and  a  table,  indicating  in  each  instance  the  conditions  found 
and  action  taken,  was  included  in  the  report. 

Vessels  cirri  vine/  from  Infected  or  Suspected  Ports. — Five  hundred  and 
twenty-two  vessels  arriving  from  suspected  ports  were  specially  visited. 
In  eight  instances  the  vessels  had  arrived  in  the  Tyne  direct  from  a  port 
where  Plague,  Cholera  or  Yellow  fever  was  prevalent. 

Floating  Hospital. — Forty-one  patients  were  removed  for  treatment 
to  the  isolation  hospital,  as  compared  with  eight  during  1912,  the  nature 
of  the  diseases  being  as  follows  : — Enteric  fever  4,  suspected  Enteric  11,. 
Beri-Beri  10,  Malarial  fever  8,  Measles  4,  Enlarged  glands  2,  Tonsilitis 
and  suspected  Diphtheria  1  each. 

With  the  exception  of  one  case  of  Enteric  fever  which  was  under 
treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year,  all  the  above  patients  were  discharged, 
none  of  the  cases  terminating  fatally. 

Disinfection. — Fifteen  vessels  and  several  lots  of  clothing,  bedding, 
etc.,  were  disinfected  by  the  port  officials  and  255  old  beds  and  two' 
lots  of  filthy  clothing  which  had  been  exposed  to  infection  were 
destroyed. 

In  40  instances  Lie  drinking  water  of  ships  which  had  come  from 
ports  infected  (or  suspected  to  be)  with  Cholera  was  changed,  and  the 
necessary  precautions  as  regards  the  purification  of  the  drinking  water 
tanks  were  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  port  officials. 

Emigrants. — The  number  of  emigrants  who  passed  through  the  port 
during  the  year  was  4,852,  en  route  to  America  via  Liverpool,  South¬ 
ampton,  Bristol  or  Glasgow.  All  emigrant  vessels  were  visited  by  the 
medical  officers  and  inspectors  on  arrival  and  kept  under  sanitary  super¬ 
vision  while  in  port.  Information  was  forwarded  to  the  respective 
medical  officers  of  other  ports  as  circumstances  required,  with  regard 
to  emigrants  debarking  in  the  Tyne  and  proceeding  overland  to  other 
ports. 

General  Sanitary  Work. — The  boats  for  supplying  water  to  ships  in 
port  numbered  18,  and  these  were  subjected  to  frequent  examination. 
All  passenger  steamers  were  regularly  visited  and  examined.  Copies  of 
regulations  were  delivered  on  board  vessels  as  required  and  posted  on 
ail  ferry  landings.  No  action  regarding  smoke  nuisances  was  necessary 
during  the  year  under  review.  The  returns  of  the  North  Shields  quay- 
master  showed  that  15,384  fishing  boats  (5,281  trawlers  and  10,103 
herring  boats)  arrived  in  the  port  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  2,011 
compared  with  the  return  for  1912 ;  fifteen  of  these  were  in  a  foul 
condition  and  were  cleansed  and  deodorized,  in  compliance  with  notices 
served  by  the  port  sanitary  inspector. 

Inspection  of  Imported  Foodstuffs. — The  following  particulars  relate 
to  administrative  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Regulation  as  to 
Foods)  Act,  1907,  and  show  the  nature  and  amount  of  food  stuffs 
which  were  examined  : — 

Tyne  Dock. — Wheat;,  51,871  tons ;  Condensed  Milk,  3,800  cases ; 
Margarine,  261  cases  ;  Butter,  24  kegs ;  Game,  30  cases  ;  Herrings,  682' 
cases;  Cheese,  836  boxes;  Fruit,  824  baskets.  These  consignments 
arrived  from  Argentine,  India,  Australia,  Norway  and  Sweden,  and 
were  all  found  to  be  in  a  good  condition. 
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Albert  Edward  Dock. — 18,200  tons  of  wheat  from  Australian  and 
Argentine  ports  were  inspected,  none  of  which  was  condemned. 

Dunston  Flour  Mills. — Of  56,674  tons  of  wheat  from  Indian  and  Aus¬ 
tralian  ports,  2,400  bags  were  in  a  damaged  condition  and  were  there¬ 
fore  condemned. 

Mill  Dam  Wharf,  South  Shields. — Thirteen  cargoes  of  potatoes  from 
Scotland  and  one  cargo  from  Denmark  arrived  ;  all  were  inspected  and 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

North  Shields  Fish  Quay. — Daily  inspections  were  made  of  all  vessels 
arriving  at  the  Fish  Quay  and  only  in  one  instance  could  exception  be 
taken  to  the  quality  of  the  cargoes.  In  the  instance  referred  to  2,228 
boxes  of  herrings  were  found  to  be  in  a  decomposing  condition  and  were 
removed  to  the  fish  manure  works,  the  vessel’s  hold  being  subsequently 
cleaned  and  disinfected. 

The  total  number  of  consignments  of  food  examined  was  1,375,  viz  : — 
British  and  foreign  fish,  1,138;  wheat,  133;  fruit,  70;  potatoes,  28; 
onions,  6. 
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BOROUGHS. 


Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  D.  Heagerty,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.M. 

Area,  6,396  acres ;  estimated  population,  13,075  ;  birth  rate,  22  02 ; 
general  death  rate,  *15'83 ;  zymotic  death  rate,  1'07  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  86‘80  ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0'68 ;  death  rate  from 
respiratory  diseases,  1’ 37. 

Adopted  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ;  Infectious 
Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Of  the  above  rates  the  general  death  rate,  the  zymotic  death  rate  and 
the  infant  mortality  rate  have  increased,  in  comparison  with  the  corre¬ 
sponding  rates  for  the  preceding  year,  by  1*46,  0'08  and  20'80  respecti¬ 
vely  ;  the  remaining  rates  have  decreased  as  follows  : — birth  rate,  ITS, 
Phthisis  death  rate  O’ 23  and  respiratory  death  rate  0'38. 

The  general  death  rate  was  the  third  highest  recorded  in  urban 
districts. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  two  hundred  and  seven  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  but  8 
deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other  dis¬ 
tricts  and  that  5  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district  were  of 
persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  births  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  288,  and  the  nett  deaths  204. 
Of  the  latter,  25  were  of  children  one  year  and  84  of  persons  65  years 
and  upwards. 

Ninety-six  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : — 
Diphtheria  22,  Erysipelas  4,  Scarlet  fever  36,  Enteric  fever  5,  Puerperal 
fever  1,  Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  1,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  20  and 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  7. 

Fourteen  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric  fever  2, 
Whooping  cough  8,  Diphtheria  2  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 
two  years)  2. 

Phthisis  caused  9  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  18  and  violence  3. 

The  following  table  gives  for  each  of  the  three  sub-divisions  of  the 
district,  the  population,  the  vital  statistics,  the  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  and  the  attack  rate  of  the  latter  per  1,000  of  the  population  : — 


Sub-districts. 

Popu¬ 

lation. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

deaths. 

Zymotic 

deaths. 

Infectious 

diseases. 

35 

i 

Rate 
per  1,000 
pop. 

Number. 

Rate 
per  1,000 
pop. 

Number. 

Rate 

per  1,000  i 

births. 

Number. 

Rate 
per  1,000 
pop. 

Number 

notified. 

A  ttack 
rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

Berwick 

8,110 

187 

23-0 

146 

18-0 

15 

80-2 

8 

0-98 

63 

7-7 

Tweedmoutk 

3,040 

56 

18-4 

30 

9'8 

6 

1071 

4 

1-32 

24 

7’9 

Spittai 

1.925 

45 

23‘ 4 

28 

14-5 

4 

88-8 

2 

104 

9 

4'6 

Whole  district 

13,075  2S8 

22-0 

204 

156 

25 

86  8 

14 

107 

96 

73 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable). — Eight  fewer  cases  were  notified  than 
during  the  preceding  year,  the  chief  variation  being  a  reduced  incidence 
of  Diphtheria,  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 
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More  cases  of  Scarlet  fever  were  notified  than  of  any  other  disease  but 
the  disease  never  assumed  epidemic  proportions  and  none  of  the  36 
cases  were  fatal.  The  case  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  was  that  of  a 
sailor  who  was  brought  to  Berwick  Infirmary  from  a  port  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  rural  district  owing  to  some  misunderstanding.  Thirty-six 
cases  were  removed  to  the  borough  isolation  hospital  at  Bull  Stob 
Close. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  registered  workshops  numbered  127  ; 
seven  hundred  and  seventeen  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  during  the 
year.  The  following  defects  or  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  met 
with  : — want  of  cleanliness  21,  insufficient  means  of  ventilation  4, 
unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  6,  other  nuisances  14,  total  45  ; 
with  10  exceptions  these  conditions  were  remedied.  The  bakehouses 
numbered  17  and  several  breaches  of  the  special  sanitary  requirements 
were  found  to  exist  but  all  were  remedied.  Eight  complaints  by  H.M. 
Inspector  under  the  provisions  of  Section  5  of  the  Act  were  received 
and  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with.  No  outworkers  lists  were  received. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  number  of  registered  cowkeepers  was  28 
and  approximately  130  dairy  cows  were  kept.  The  medical  officer 
reported  that  all  the  cowsheds  were  “  cemented,  well  drained  and 
“  ventilated,  and  the  cows  were  healthy  animals  with  udders  free  from 
“  disease;  the  only  fault  being  that  in  some  instances  the  cows  were 
“  not  so  well  groomed.”  One  dairy  cow  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
was,  after  veterinary  inspection,  ordered  to  be  slaughtered.  The  order 
was  carried  into  effect  and  the  carcase  buried.  Two  cases  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  family  of  one  registered  cowkeeper  and  special  precau¬ 
tions  were  taken  which  were  successful  in  preventing  any  spread  of  the 
disease. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  medical  officer  made  no  mention  of  these  pre¬ 
mises  in  his  report.  It  was  stated  however  that  no  administrative 
action  was  found  necessary  during  the  year  under  the  unsound  food 
clauses  of  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — The  number  of  such  premises  has  now 
been  reduced  to  two,  and  the  medical  officer  stated  that  these  have 
“  served  their  time  and  generation  and  will  have  to  come  under  repairs 
“  or  be  demolished.”  The  number  of  visits  of  inspection  paid  and  of 
contraventions  of  byelaws  met  with  or  remedied,  etc.,  were  not  stated. 

Offensive  Trades.— The  medical  officer  points  out  that  some  of  the 
trades  carried  on  in  this  district,  he.,  the  manufacture  of  artificial 
manure  and  herring  curing  have  given  rise  to  nuisances  from  time  to 
time  and  effective  control  over  these  trades  has  been  a  matter  of  con¬ 
siderable  difficulty.  The  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  difficulties 
would  be  largely  met  by  the  additional  legal  powers  which  the  council 
had  applied  for  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 
(Section  51). 

Improvements. — Housing.  The  return  of  work  done  in  pursuance  of 
the  Housing  Regulations  indicates  that  the  lethargy  of  former  years 
has  at  last  been  overcome,  a  considerable  amount  of  work  having  been 
carried  out.  The  houses  inspected  numbered  74,  these  representing 
some  of  if  not  the  worst  in  the  district.  Half  of  the  houses  (37)  were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  and  a  corresponding  number  of 
closing  orders  were  made.  Twenty-six  of  these  were  carried  into 
effect  and  ten  were  being  made  fit  for  habitation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Of  the  remaining  37  houses  inspected,  notices  were  served  in  each 
instance  under  Section  15  (3)  requiring  various  repairs  to  be  carried 
out ;  the  owners  of  two  houses  had  complied  with  the  notices  and 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  carrying  out  the  necessary  repairs  in 
26  other  houses.  A  considerable  number  of  houses  were  voluntarily 
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repaired  by  owners  in  response  to  informal  representations  by  the 
housing  inspector.  Demolition  orders  with  respect  to  16  houses  were 
made  but  the  time  allowed  had  not  expired  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Water  Supply. — Early  in  the  year  work  was  commenced  in  connection 
with  the  new  borehole  at  Tweedmouth  and  the  scheme  for  securing  the 
much  needed  improvement  in  the  water  supply  of  the  borough  was 
actively  proceeding  during  the  whole  year.  The  pumping  main,  dis¬ 
tributing  mains,  etc.,  were  completed  ;  the  reservoir  at  Springhill  was 
nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  trial  pumping  operations 
were  proceeding  at  the  borehole. 

Sewerage. — The  report  stated  that  the  new  sewerage  scheme  for 
Tweedmouth  was  nearly  completed,  but  no  allusion  was  made  to  any 
other  improvements  in  the  sewerage  system  of  the  borough. 

The  annual  report  of  the  sanitary  inspector,  as  required  by  Article  XX. 
(16)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1910,  was  not  included  in  the  report 
and  the  record  of  improvements  effected  was  therefore  very  incomplete. 

Requirements. — The  provision  of  houses  for  the  working  classes  was 
reported  to  be  “receiving  attention”  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  a  suit¬ 
able  and  adequate  scheme  under  Part  III.  of  the  1890  Act  should  receive 
sympathetic  consideration.  The  medical  officer  in  his  annual  report  tor 
the  preceding  year  pointed  out  that  100  houses  were  required.  The 
shortage  in  house  accommodation  was  probably  accentuated  by  the 
closure  of  many  houses  which  were  hopelessly  unfit  for  habitation. 
The  need  for  further  action  in  the  last-mentioned  direction  and  the 
improvement  of  many  other  houses  still  remained,  but  as  long  as  the 
present  deficiency  of  housing  accommodation  exists  the  efforts  referred 
to  will  be  considerably  hampered  and  to  some  extent  frustrated. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  inauguration  of  the  new  water  supply 
and  sewerage  systems  should  be  followed  by  the  introduction  of  the 
water  carriage  system  of  refuse  removal  for  all  the  houses  at  Tweed¬ 
mouth  and  Spittal  which  are  now  provided  with  p>rivies  or  pail  closets. 
Every  step  taken  in  this  direction  will  further  the  claims  of  these 
localities  as  health  resorts. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — The  unsatisfactory  condition  of  these 
premises  should  be  considered  without  further  delay  and  their  improve¬ 
ment  or  closure  should  be  enforced.  The  suggestion  of  the  medical 
officer  that  a  municipal  lodging  house  should  be  provided  by  the  sani¬ 
tary  authority  for  persons  requiring  this  class  of  accommodation  is 
well  worth  consideration. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  situation  and  condition  of  some  of  the 
slaughter  houses  leave  much  to  be  desired.  The  provision  of  a  public 
slaughter  house  and  the  closure  of  the  existing  premises  which  do  not 
comply  with  modern  requirements  is  very  desirable  in  order  that  the 
efficient  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered  for  human  food  may  be 
possible. 

Disinfection. — A  steam  disinfector  should  be  provided,  this  being 
an  essential  part  of  the  equipment  of  every  isolation  hospital. 

Medical  Officer’s  Report. — The  information  which  is  specifically 
required  by  Article  XIX.  (14)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1910, 
should  be  included  in  subsequent  annual  reports,  as  also  should  the 
report  which  the  sanitary  inspector  is  required  to  make  under  Article 
XX.  (16)  of  the  same  Order. 

*  15'60  if  eight  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  in  the  borough  he  deducted,  and  if 
five  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  without  the  district  he  added. 

The  death  rate  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution  was  14’21. 
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Morpeth. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  H.  Dickie,  M.A.,  M.D.,  C.M. 

Area,  328  acres ;  estimated  population,  7,590  ;  birth  rate,  28'45  ; 
general  death  rate,  *19‘23  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  1'05  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  148*  14 ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  1*71  ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  2‘63. 

Adopted  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Acts,  1890  and  1907 
(parts  of)  ;  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

With  the  exception  of  the  zymotic  death  rate,  which  has  decreased  by 
O'Ol,  all  the  above  rates  have  increased,  in  comparison  with  the  corre¬ 
sponding  rates  for  the  preceding  year,  as  follows  : — birth  rate  4*61, 
general  death  rate  l’Ol,  infant  mortality  rate  42'00,  Phthisis  death  rate 
0‘25  and  respiratory  death  rate  0'50. 

The  general  death  rate  was  the  highest  and  the  infant  mortality, 
Phthisis  and  respiratory  death  rates  were  each  the  third  highest 
recorded  in  the  administrative  county. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-three  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  one  hundred  and  forty-six  deaths.  It  appeared  that  7  births 
and  19  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other 
districts  and  that  5  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district  were  of 
persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  births  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  216,  and  the  nett  deaths  132.  Of 
the  latter,  32  were  of  children  under  one  year  and  36  persons  of  65  years 
and  upwards. 

Thirty-eight  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : — 
Diphtheria  3,  Erysipelas  1,  Scarlet  fever  11,  Enteric  fever  1,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  12  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  10. 

Eight  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Whooping  cough  1 
and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  two  years)  7. 

Phthisis  caused  13  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  20  and  violence  2. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable!). — The  number  of  cases  notified  shows 
a  very  appreciable  reduction  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  this 
is  further  emphasised  by  the  fact  that  10  of  the  cases  were  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  other  than  Pulmonary,  these  not  being  notifiable  in  previous 
years.  The  reduced  incidence  of  Scarlet  fever  was  very  noticeable,  only 
11  cases  being  notified  as  against  47  during  1912.  Six  cases,  all  of 
Scarlet  fever,  were  removed  to  the  council’s  isolation  hospital.  Special 
visits  were  paid  to  houses  in  which  cases  of  Phthisis  were  notified  and 
eighteen  houses  were  disinfected  in  which  notifiable  diseases  had  oc¬ 
curred.  All  the  deaths  from  notifiable  diseases  (17)  were  from 
Tuberculosis. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable) . — Measles  and  Whooping  cough 
were  prevalent  but  not  to  any  serious  extent  and  on  no  occasion  was 
school  closure  considered  necessary.  One  case  of  Whooping  cough  ter¬ 
minated  fatally. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Twenty-seven  workshops  and  four  work¬ 
places  were  on  the  register  ;  of  these  only  one  was  a  bakehouse,  but 
there  were  also  two  factory  bakehouses  in  the  borough.  The  visits  of 
inspection  to  factories  and  workshops  for  the  year  numbered  74,  and  4 
defects  or  contraventions  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  were 
met  with  and  subsequently  remedied.  Three  of  the  latter  had  refer¬ 
ence  to  “  want  of  cleanline’ss  ”  and  one  to  sanitary  accommodation. 
One  list  of  outworkers  was  received  containing  two  names,  both  persons 
being  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds . — Eleven  cowkeepers  were  on  the  register  and 
approximately  80  dairy  cows  were  kept  by  them.  The  occupation  of 
two  cowsheds,  the  wqrst  in  the  town,  was  discontinued  during  the  year 
and  one  of  the  occupiers  had  transferred  his  business  to  much  more 
suitable  premises.  Bi-annual  inspections  were  made  of  the  various 
premises  and  20  notices  relating  to  lime-washing  were  served.  The 
medical  officer  reported  that  some  of  the  existing  cowbyres,  though  not 
possessing  any  structural  defects  which  could  be  dealt  with  under  the 
Regulations,  were  far  from  satisfactory  as  regards  their  situation,  owing 
to  their  close  proximity  to  occupied  houses. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  was  only  one  private  slaughter  house  in  the 
borough  in  addition  to  the  public  slaughter  houses  provided  by  the 
council.  The  latter  consist  of  a  block  of  eight,  which  were  tenanted  by 
nine  butchers.  The  visits  of  inspection  numbered  99  and  the 
premises  were  kept  in  a  generally  satisfactory  condition.  No  action 
in  pursuance  of  the  unsound  food  clauses  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
was  reported. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Four  of  these  premises,  providing  accom¬ 
modation  for  200  lodgers,  were  on  the  register.  The  houses  were 
reported  to  be  “  generally  well  kept  ”  ;  twelve  notices  were  served 
having  reference  to  defects,  lime-washing,  etc. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. — The  report  does  not  state  how  many  of  the 
above  premises  come  under  the  council’s  byelaws.  The  only  reference 
to  any  administrative  action  taken  in  relation  to  these  premises  was  to 
the  effect  that  “  the  usual  notices  in  respect  of  lime- washing  were 
served.  ” 

Im provements. — Housing. — Additional  housing  accommodation  was 
provided  by  the  building  of  40  new  houses  during  the  year.  Only  seven 
of  these  were  provided  by  private  enterprise,  the  remainder  (33)  being 
erected  by  the  local  authority  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the 
A  orking  Classes  Act,  1890.  The  medical  officer  again  referred  eulogistic- 
allv  to  the  improvements  which  have  resulted  from  the  council’s 
enterprise  in  this  direction  and  pointed  out  that  the  council  has  been 
so  satisfied  with  the  success  attained  in  the  two  schemes  now  completed 
that  offers  of  land  were  being  invited  with  a  view  to  further  continuing 
this  beneficent  policy.  Using  a  metaphor  which  has  been  frequently 
applied  in  connection  with  housing  improvements,  he  remarked  that 
whether  the  pig  makes  the  pig-stye  or  vice  versa,  the  Morpeth  experi¬ 
ence,  in  demolishing  slums  and  removing  the  people  therefrom  to  more 
sanitary  surroundings,  has  shown  that  if  a  family  be  given  a  reasonable 
amount  of  fresh  air  and  sunshine  and  a  commodious  sanitary  house, 
they  make  an  effort  to  maintain  themselves  in  a  condition  of 
comfort  and  cleanliness.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  although  73 
houses  have  now  been  provided  there  have  been  “  no  arrears, 
no  empties  and  no  losses,”  and  that  the  principal  repaid  each 
year  represents  the  price  of  1^  houses  which  thus  become  the  absolute 
chargeless  property  of  the  corporation.  In  pursuance  of  the  Housing 
Regulations  74  houses  were  inspected,  in  addition  to  the  re-inspection  of 
houses  dealt  with  in  previous  years.  Of  the  former,  four  were  reported 
to  the  local  authorities  to  be  unfit  for  habitation.  One  closing  order 
was  made,  three  houses  were  vacated  in  consequence  of  the  repre¬ 
sentations  and  one  defective  house  was  voluntarily  demolished  by  the 
owner.  In  76  houses  the  defects  were  remedied  without  closing  orders 
being  made,  but  some  of  these  houses  were  those  inspected  under  the 
Regulations  in  previous  years.  The  nature  and  number  of  the  principal 
defects  which  were  dealt  with  wqre  set  out  in  detail  in  the  report  and 
included  the  following  : — defective  spouting  25  instances,  dampness  of 
walls  and  floors  29,  various  structural  defects  41,  unsatisfactory  sanitary 
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accommodation  29,  overcrowding  4,  improper  drainage  4,  insufficient 
lighting  5,  back-to-back  houses  4  and  other  defects  16. 

Water  Supply. — The  extremely  dry  season  caused  some  anxiety  as  to 
the  maintenance  of  an  adequate  supply,  but  the  new  pumping  station 
which  was  requisitioned  in  July  proved  of  incalculable  value  in  pro¬ 
viding  an  auxiliary  supply  and  was  still  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
A  daily  average  of  26  gallons  per  head  was  maintained,  but  this  proved 
to  be  barely  sufficient.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  learn  that,  with  a  view 
to  further  augmenting  the  supply,  arrangements  have  been  made  under 
agreement  with  the  Tynemouth  Corporation,  for  obtaining  a  supply  of 
water  from  the  mains  of  the  Corporation  should  the  need  arise  in  the 
future. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — No  extensions  of  the  sewerage  system  were 
carried  out,  and  only  in  four  instances  were  improvements  to  private 
drainage  systems  effected. 

River  Pollution. — The  medical  officer  reported  that  although  there 
were  no  regular  sources  of  river  pollution  in  the  district,  complaints  of 
occasional  pollution  of  the  Church  burn  had  been  received.  The  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  offenders  was  drawn  to  the  matter  in  each  instance  and 
measures  taken  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  any  recurrence  of  the 
pollution. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. — This  work  continued  to  be 
efficiently  carried  out  by  the  Corporation  staff  and  the  medical  officer 
stated  that  not  a  single  instance  of  neglect  or  inefficiency  had  been 
brought  to  his  notice.  Speaking  generally,  a  bi-weekly  system  of 
removal  was  maintained  and  the  surveyor  reported  that  the  average 
cost  per  head  per  annum  for  the  past  six  years  was  2s.  4^d.  About 
two-thirds  of  the  refuse  collected  was  deposited  in  a  disused  brickyard, 
half-a-mile  from  the  town,  but  it  was  explained  that  no  excremental 
matter  was  thus  disposed  of  ;  the  remainder  was  sold  to  local  farmers 
for  manurial  purposes. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (J.  Davison). — In  addition  to  the  notices 
served  under  the  Housing  Acts,  121  informal  notices  were  served 
relating  to  various  nuisances  and  defects  met  with  in  couse  of  inspection. 
Three  statutory  notices  were  served  and  on  one  occasion  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  institute  legal  proceedings.  In  every  instance  the  conditions 
complained  of  were  remedied. 

Requirements. — Housing. — The  efforts  of  the  council  in  the  direction 
of  improving  the  housing  accommodation  of  the  borough  should  not  be 
relaxed  until  many  unsatisfactory  properties  which  still  exist  have  been 
dealt  with.  The  success  of  two  previous  housing  schemes  and  the 
demand  which  still  exists  for  houses  provided  by  the  council  will,  no 
doubt,  be  a  sufficient  incentive  to  carrying  out  an  additional  scheme 
under  Part  III.  of  the  1890  Act  in  the  near  future.  The  unsatisfactory 
position  which  the  district  holds  in  the  comparative  vital  statistics  of 
the  county  cannot  be  better  assailed  than  by  a  continuance  of  the  hous¬ 
ing  policy  which  the  council  has  hitherto  so  successfully  followed. 

Water  Supply. — In  the  annual  report  of  the  borough  surveyor,  which 
was  appended  to  that  of  the  medical  officer  of  health,  attention  was 
directed  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  filtration  area  at  the  waterworks. 
As  only  one  of  the  two  filters  is  used  at  a  time,  the  present  filters  are 
barely  adequate  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  an  additional  filter  bed 
should  be  provided. 

Sewerage. — The  medical  officer  advocated  an  extension  of  the  sewer¬ 
age  system  so  as  to  provide  for  the  drainage  of  the  High  Church 
district 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  abolition  of  the  conservancy  system 
is  not  proceeding  as  rapidly  as  is  desirable.  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
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number  of  uncovered  privy  ashpits  was  only  reduced  by  two  during  the 
year  under  review  and  that  52  of  these  illegal  and  dangerous  structures 
still  remained,  it  is  evident  that  a  more  vigorous  application  of  the 
council’s  powers  under  Section  36  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  is 
much  needed 

Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease. — -A  steam  disinfector  is  an  absolute 
essential  in  the  equipment  of  any  up-to-date  sanitary  authority  and  the 
absence  of  such  provision  should  receive  the  early  consideration  of  the 
council. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  large  increase  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  is 
an  unsatisfactory  feature  in  the  report  which  demands  attention,  and 
the  medical  officer  makes  a  strong  appeal,  with  a  view  to  the  permanent 
reduction  of  this  rate  : — “All  the  adoptive  Acts  except  the  Notification 
“  of  Births  Act,  1907,  are  in  force  and  it  is  a  source  of  regret  that  an 
“  authority  such  as  yours,  which  has  otherwise  been  so  ready  to  march 
“  with  the  hygienic  times,  has  refused  me  this  aid  to  the  preservation 
“of  the  infants  and  the  reduction  of  the  too  high  infant  mortality.” 
There  is  no  doubt  that  action  in  the  direction  indicated  would  more  than 
justify  the  comparatively  trifling  expense  which  would  be  involved. 

*  17'39  if  nineteen  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring-  within  the  borough  he  deducted, 
and  if  five  deaths  of  residents  occurring  without  the  district  he  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  17*26. 


WaLLSEND. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  A.  Giles,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Area,  3,420  acres ;  estimated  population,  43,700  ;  birth  rate,  29*68 ; 
general  death  rate,  *13*06  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  1'76  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  1 18* 73  ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0*73;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  2*93. 

Adopted  Acts. — The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Acts,  1890  and 
1907  (parts  of)  ;  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ;  Notification 
of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  birth  rate  and  the  Phthisis  death  rate  have 
decreased,  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  preceding 
year,  by  1*97  and  0*22  respectively  ;  the  remaining  rates  have  increased 
as  follows  : — general  death  rate  2*06,  zymotic  death  rate  0*58,  infant 
mortality  rate  24*69  and  the  respiratory  death  rate  0*67. 

The  respiratory  death  rate  was  the  highest  recorded  in  the  adminis¬ 
trative  county. 

Twelve  hundred  and  eighty-seven  births  were  registered  during  the 
year  and  five  hundred  and  seventy-one  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no 
births  but  5  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable 
to  other  districts  and  that  10  births  and  93  deaths  which  took  place 
outside  the  district  related  to  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the 
district.  The  nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered 
1,297,  and  the  nett  deaths  659.  Of  the  latter,  154  were  of  children 
under  one  year  and  147  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

Five  hundred  and  seventy-five  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
as  follows  : — Diphtheria  97,  Erysipelas  24,  Scarlet  fever  199,  Enteric 
fever  49,  Continued  fever  1,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  119  and  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  86. 

Seventy-seven  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric 
fever  6,  Measles  25,  Whooping  cough  17,  Diphtheria  4  and  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  (under  two  years)  25. 

Phthisis  caused  32  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  128  and  violence  29. 
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The  following  table  gives,  for  each  of  the  sub-divisions,  the  vital 
statistics,  the  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  and  the  attack  rate  of 
the  latter  per  1,000  of  the  population  : — 


Sub-districts. 

Popu¬ 

lation. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

deaths. 

Zymotic 
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No. 
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No. 
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per  1000 
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No. 
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births. 
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.  « 
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o 
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Northumberland 

3,465 

90 

26-0 

62 

17-9 

11 

122-2 

7 

2-02 

44 

12-7 

Mallsend 

4,287 

141 

329 

72 

16-8 

17 

120-5 

12 

2-80 

55 

12-8 

Carville 

6,065 

224 

36-9 

105 

17-3 

28 

125-0 

17 

2-80 

79 

13  0 

Buddie . 

6,506 

139 

21-3 

69 

10-6 

11 

791 

4 

0-61 

98 

150 

Holy  Cross 

o?813 

177 

30-4 

88 

15'1 

26 

146-9 

13 

2-23 

90 

15"4 

Hadrian 

5,008 

142 

28‘3 

61 

12T 

15 

105*6 

5 

0  99 

57 

11-3 

Millington 

2,610 

72 

275 

42 

16  1 

7 

97-2 

3 

1-15 

46 

17-6 

Millington  Quay 

4,470 

136 

30-4 

74 

16*5 

14 

1029 

7 

1-56 

67 

15-0 

Howdon 

5,476 

176 

32T 

86 

15-7 

25 

142-0 

9 

1  64 

39 

71 

Mhole  district 

43,700 

1,297 

29*7 

659 

15*1 

154 

118-7 

77 

1-76 

575 

13T 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable). — The  number  of  cases  notified  shows 
an  increase  of  170  compared  with  the  preceding  year  ;  the  number  of 
cases  of  Enteric  fever  had  more  than  doubled,  Scarlet  fever  showed  an 
increase  of  95  cases  and  cases  of  Tuberculosis  other  than  pulmonary 
numbered  86,  the  latter  not  being  notifiable  in  1912.  The  only  notifiable 
disease  which  showed  an  appreciable  diminution  in  its  incidence  was 
Diphtheria,  the  number  of  cases  having  been  reduced  from  137  in  1912 
to  97  in  1913.  The  medical  officer  dealt  exhaustively  with  the  preval¬ 
ence  of,  and  control  over  the  above  diseases  and  included  in  his  report 
several  most  instructive  tables  relating  thereto.  Full  advantage  was 
taken  of  the  countv  council’s  arrangements  for  the  free  examination  of 
bacteriological  specimens  as  an  aid  to  diagnosis,  957  such  specimens 
having  been  sent,  of  which  289  were  returned  as  positive.  The  extent 
to  which  the  isolation  hospital  was  utilized  has  been  favourably  com¬ 
mented  upon  in  previous  reports  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  learn  that,  of 
the  345  cases  of  the  principal  infectious  diseases  (Diphtheria,  Scarlet 
fever  and  Enteric  fever),  325  or  94  per  cent,  were  removed  for  treat¬ 
ment  to  the  council’s  isolation  hospital  All  houses  in  which  outbreaks 
of  infectious  disease  occurred  were  disinfected  by  the  council’s  staff,  as 
also  were  each  of  the  elementary  schools  in  the  borough  on  two  occasions 
during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. — Administrative  Control. — Every  notified  case  of  Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis  was  visited  by  the  medical  officer  of  health  and 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  and  its  surroundings  subse¬ 
quently  reported  by  the  sanitary  inspectors.  Verbal  and  printed  advice 
was  given  to  members  of  the  household  in  each  instance,  subsequent 
visits  were  paid  at  frequent  intervals  and  disinfection  of  premises  was 
carried  out  wherever  practicable  and  desirable.  Special  attention  was 
devoted  to  the  discovery  of  unrecognized  cases  among  members  of 
infected  families  and  all  children  of  school  age  found  to  be  suffering 
were  periodically  examined  at  the  School  Clinic. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable).— The  epidemic  of  Measles  which 
commenced  in  the  autumn  of  the  preceding  year  showed  no  signs  of 
abatement  during  the  first  two  months  of  the  year  under  review.  &  Most 
of  the  cases,  however,  and  all  the  25  deaths  which  occurred,  were 
reported  during  the  first  quarter,  the  death  rate  representing  0‘57  per 
1,000  population.  Of  the  25  deaths  above  mentioned,  23  were  of  chil¬ 
dren  under  five  years  of  age.  V  hooping  cough  was  also  prevalent  to 
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an  appreciable  extent  and  17  deaths  from  this  disease  were  recorded. 
The  prevalence  of  epidemic  Diarrhoea,  as  evidenced  by  the  number  of 
deaths,  was  much  greater  than  in  1912,  though  considerably  less  than 
in  1911.  Chicken-pox  Avas  prevalent  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  1912 
but.  no  deaths  from  this  disease  were  reported.  On  no  occasion  was 
school  closure  resorted  to  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
disease. 

Notification  of  Births  Act ,  1907. — Of  the  1,287  registered  births,  97'o 
per  cent,  were  notified  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 
13'6  per  cent,  were  notified  by  parents,  52'5  per  cent,  by  midwives  and 
33' 8  by  medical  practitioners.  Cases  attended  by  a  doctor  or  by  a  certi¬ 
fied  midwife  were  not  visited  by  the  health  visitor  “  unless  the  circum¬ 
stances  demanded  it.”  Eight  hundred  and  thirteen  “  first  visits  ”  were 
paid  by  the  health  visitor  and  it  was  found  that  93' 7  of  the  babies 
visited  were  being  breast-fed,  whilst  only  2  per  cent,  were  solely  hand- 
fed. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act.— The  workshops  on  the  register  numbered 
46  and  of  these  five  were  bakehouses.  The  total  number  of  inspections 
in  connection  with  the  administration  of  this  Act  was  716,  viz.,  work¬ 
shops  442,  workplaces  233,  factories  41.  Three  defects,  all  relating  to 
sanitary  accommodation,  were  met  with  and  remedied.  In  five  instances 
defects  were  reported  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  under  Sec.  5,  and 
in  each  case  the  matter  complained  of  was  suitably  dealt  with.  The 
medical  officer  reported  that  all  the  bakehouses  were  in  a  satisfactory 
condition  and  that  the  standard  in  some  was  excellent.  No  reference 
was  made  to  “  Outworkers”  in  the  report. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  report  stated  that  about  one-third  of  the 
milk  supply  of  the  borough  was  produced  locally,  the  number  of  dairy 
eowkeepers  in  the  district  being  14  and  the  dairy  cows  kept  numbering 
97  ;  there  were  also  80  registered  milkshops  in  the  district.  The  above 
premises  were  inspected  on  380  occasions  and  the  structural  condition 
of  the  cowsheds  was  reported  to  be  fairly  satisfactory.  In  one  instance 
overcrowding  was  met  with  and  remedied,  and  in  two  instances  struc¬ 
tural  alterations  to  cowsheds  were  carried  out.  The  medical  officer 
again  directs  attention  to  the  need,  amongst  dairy  farmers,  for  greater 
care  with  a  view  to  ensuring  a  cleaner  milk  supply  and  points  out  that 
even  the  most  simple  precautionary  measures  are  considered  to  be  quite 
unnecessary  by  many  eowkeepers.  The  insufficiency  of  present  legis¬ 
lation  for  prohibiting  the  sale  of  milk  from  undesirable  premises,  which 
the  local  authority  are  compelled  to  register  on  application,  was  also 
referred  to  in  the  report.  The  council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
fact  that  during  the  year  a  system  providing  for  the  periodical  inspection 
of  dairy  cows  was  inaugurated,  a  veterinary  surgeon  being  appointed  to 
carry  out  this  most  desirable  and  important  work. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Of  the  27  private  slaughter  houses  in  this  district 
3  were  “  registered  ”  and  the  remainder  were  subject  to  annual  licences. 
It  is  evident  that  a  very  effective  control  over  the  meat  supply  of  the 
borough  was  maintained,  as  1,248  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises 
and  the  total  weight  of  meat  foods  condemned  or  surrendered  by  the 
owners  amounted  to  nearly  two  tons.  Among  the  latter  were  five  whole 
carcases  of  beef  affected  with  tuberculosis.  No  reference  to  the  struc¬ 
tural  condition  of  the  various  slaughter  houses,  to  improvements  carried 
out,  nor  to  contraventions  of  byelaws  met  with  was  made  in  the  report. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Only  one  house  of  this  description  was  on 
the  register.  Although  130  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  during  the 
year,  no  defects  or  contraventions  of  byelaws  were  reported. 

Improvements. — Housing.— Much  valuable  work  was  carried  out  in 
pursuance  of  the  Housing  Regulations  (1910).  The  total  number  of 
inspections  made  was  1,001,  and  14  houses  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation.  The  borough  council  issued  closing  orders  in  six  instances.. 
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ten  houses  were  voluntarily  closed  by  the  owners,  and  two  were  volun¬ 
tarily  demolished.  Thirty  insanitary  and  dilapidated  tenement  houses 
at  Hodgson  Street  were  dealt  with  and  subsequently  repaired  and  put 
into  a  habitable  condition.  At  Salkeld  Square  8  back-to-back  tenements 
were  converted  into  4  “  through  ”  houses  and  otherwise  considerably 
improved.  Many  improvements  of  a  lesser  nature  were  effected  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  notices  under  the  nuisance  clauses  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  viz.  : — house  roofs  repaired  130,  spouting  repaired  136,  staircases 
23,  floors  67,  ceilings  38,  damp  walls  67,  window  sashes  and  cords  102, 
dilapidated  yard  walls  and  out-buildings  104,  yard  surfaces  repaired  or 
relaid  97.  As  regards  additional  housing  accommodation  the  increase 
during  the  year  was  far  below  the  needs  of  the  district ;  only  15  houses 
and  a  “  workmen’s  hotel  ”  were  built,  but  the  latter  provides  sleeping 
accommodation  for  315  persons,  on  the  cubicle  system,  and  represents 
therefore  an  important  addition  to  the  housing  accommodation  in  the 
district. 

Water  Supply. — All  the  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  from  the 
mains  of  the  Newcastle  &  Gateshead  Water  Company,  and  these  were 
extended  in  the  district  during  the  year  for  a  distance  of  2,665  yards. 
The  sanitary  inspector  served  notices  regarding  insufficient  or  defective 
supplies  in  fifteen  instances,  all  of  which  were  remedied.  Monthly 
samples  from  the  water  mains  were  procured  and  submitted  to 
chemical  analysis  and  details  of  each  result  are  given  in  a  table  in  the 
appendix  to  the  medical  officer’s  report.  All  the  analyses  were  satis¬ 
factory. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  medical  officer’s  report  contained  no 
record  of  any  improvements  to  the  sewerage  system  of  the  district,  but 
many  improvements  in  the  drainage  of  houses  were  reported  by  the 
sanitary  inspector.  Over  200  notices  requiring  the  reconstruction  or 
repair  of  private  drainage  systems  were  served  and  enforced  and  a  total 
length  of  4,381  feet  of  new  drains  were  laid.  The  standard  required  in 
the  construction  of  new  drains  is  high  ;  all  new  drains  are  required  to 
be  laid  in  concrete  and  are  subjected  to  the  water  test  on  completion  ; 
iron  soil  pipes  are  required  to  be  of  heavy  cast-iron  with  caulked  lead 
joints  ;  all  water  closet  connections  to  lead  soil  pipes  must  be  made  with 
approved  brass  “  thimbles  ”  ;  all  inspection  chambers  must  be  water 
tight  and  §  channel  bends  must  be  provided  so  as  to  ensure  self¬ 
cleansing  action. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — This  consisted  of  243  privy  ashpits  (all, 
with  five  exceptions,  in  the  recently  added  area),  6,131  “  cell  privies  ” 
or  ash-closets,  and  1,197  water  closets.  The  valuable  work  of  extending 
the  water-carriage  system,  which  has  received  favourable  reference  in 
previous  reports,  was  continued,  and  during  the  year  under  review  57 
new  -water  closets  and  ashbins  were  substituted  for  34  privy  middens, 
7  “cell  privies,”  and  22  slop-closets;  there  are  now  none  of  the  last- 
mentioned  type  in  the  borough.  The  sanitary  inspector  points  out  that, 
in  carrying  out  these  conversions,  a  high  standard  of  workmanship 
is  insisted  upon,  as  any  fault  which  may  subsequently  arise  is  used  as 
an  argument  against  the  water-carriage  system  by  owners  who,  chiefly 
for  financial  reasons,  are  not  enamoured  of  it. 

Scavenging. — This  work  was  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  employees 
of  the  council.  Of  the  25,665  tons  of  refuse  collected,  15,105  were 
barged  to  sea.  7,500  tons  were  deposited  in  the  tip  at  Howdon  brick¬ 
fields,  and  the  remainder  was  supplied  to  farmers  for  manurial  purposes. 
The  council  decided  to  provide  an  additional  hopper  and  tipping  quay 
for  the  Willington  and  Willington  Quay  sub-districts  and  thus  substi¬ 
tute  barging  to  sea  for'  tipping  from  the  above  areas.  Ashpits  were 
scavenged  fortnightly  and  ash-closets  weekly  and  with  the  exception  of 
the  outlying  districts  the  work  was  carried  out  during  the  night.  A 
furnace  has  recently  been  erected  for  the  disposal  of  trade  refuse, 
paper,  mattresses,  etc.  The  average  cost  for  the  year  of  collection  and 
disposal  was  2d.  per  house  per  week,  and  represents  3s.  Id.  per  ton 
dealt  with. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (W.  Johnson,  chief  inspector). — The 
report  again  gives  evidence  of  the  thorough  and  systematic  manner  in 
which  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  office  of  sanitary  inspector  were 
carried  out  in  the  borough.  The  visits  of  inspection  recorded  numbered 
12,502  and  the  various  matters  requiring  administrative  action  were  the 
subject  of  1,662  informal  and  176  statutory  notices  ;  with  few  exceptions 
all  these  notices  had  been  complied  with  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The 
defects,  nuisances,  contraventions  of  byelaws  and  regulations,  etc., 
which  were  remedied  had  relation  to  the  following  : — sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  525,  drainage  204,  structural  defects  in  houses  667,  yard 
paving  97,  lack  of  cleanliness  in  houses  and  surroundings  151,  over¬ 
crowding  15,  water  supply  15,  nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals  65, 
offensive  effluvia  from  factories  4. 

Requirements. — Housing. — The  prevailing  conditions  as  regards 
housing  accommodation  in  the  borough  were  most  admirably  reviewed 
in  the  medical  officer’s  report  and  it  was  pointed  out  that,  although 
there  was  practically  not  an  empty  house  in  the  borough,  about  3,000 
workmen  were  employed  in  the  district  who  were  residing  outside,  and 
many  of  these  would,  presumably,  take  up  residence  in  the  town  were 
suitable  housing  accommodation  available.  Furthermore,  the  local 
industries  have,  during  the  last  few  years,  manifested  a  very  decided 
improvement  while  the  number  of  new  houses  has,  during  the  corre¬ 
sponding  period,  gradually  declined  and  building  by  private  enterprise 
“  has  almost  entirely  ceased.”  Under  these  circumstances,  and  bearing- 
in  mind  that  a  number  of  old  houses  still  exist  which  are  not  only  far 
from  satisfactory  but  in  a  condition  which  scarcely  warrants  their  im¬ 
provement,  the  need  for  the  inauguration  of  a  housing  scheme  under 
Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  becomes 
more  and  more  acute.  The  borough  council,  it  is  reported,  are  fully 
alive  to  the  needs  of  the  situation  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  serious 
attempt  will,  without  further  delay,  be  made  to  meet  the  very  consider¬ 
able  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  in  the  borough.  Meanwhile, 
there  remains  much  scope  for  actively  continuing  the  work  above 
recorded  in  the  improvement  or  closure  of  existing  houses,  and  especi¬ 
ally  is  such  action  needed  as  regards  houses  in  the  recently  added  area. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  extension  of  the  water-carriage 
system  of  refuse  removal,  concurrent  with  the  abolition  of  insanitary 
privy  ashpits,  should  be  proceeded  with.  As  long  as  the  storage  of 
fcecal  matter  in  close  proximity  to  houses  continues,  outbreaks  of  Enteric 
fever,  such  as  the  one  above  recorded,  must  be  periodically  expected 
and  are,  in  fact,  invited. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  unsatisfactory  situation  and  structural  con¬ 
dition  of  some  of  the  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  borough  still 
continues  and  their  closure,  if  legal  difficulties  could  be  surmounted, 
would  prove  a  boon  as  regards  public  health  administration.  In  no  place 
in  the  administrative  county  is  the  erection  of  a  public  abattoir  more 
desirable  than  in  this  borough,  as  not  only  would  such  provision  supply 
the  improved  accommodation  which  is  so  necessary,  but  it  would  at  the 
same  time  greatly  assist  in  securing  a  more  systematic  inspection  of  the 
meat  supply  than  is  possible  under  present  conditions. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  difficulty  which  has  been  experienced  in 
former  years  in  successfully  dealing  with  nuisances  arising  from  these 
trades  makes  it  desirable  that  byelaws  for  their  regulation  should  be 
framed  and  adopted  :  in  this  connection  the  council’s  powers  under 
Section  51  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  should  not 
be  overlooked. 

*  15-08  if  five  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring-  within  the  borough  he  deducted,  and 
if  ninety-three  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  without  the  borough  be  added. 

The  death  rate  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution  was  15  71. 
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Alnwick. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  R.  B.  Robson,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S. 

Area,  4,777  acres ;  estimated  population,  7,000  ;  birth  rate,  20'57 ; 
general  death  rate,  *16‘28;  zymotic  death  rate,  0'28;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  69  44  ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  2'0  ;  death  rate  from 
respiratory  diseases,  1'28. 

Adopted  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  II. 
and  III.)  ;  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (certain  sections 
of  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV.  and  V.). 

Of  the  above  rates  the  birth  rate,  the  zymotic  death  fate  and  the 
infant  mortality  rate  have  decreased,  in  comparison  with  the  corre¬ 
sponding  rates  for  the  preceding  year,  by  2'85,  0‘57  and  34‘21  respecti¬ 
vely  ;  the  remaining  rates  have  increased  as  follows  general  death 

rate  0'57,  Phthisis  death  rate  1'72  and  respiratory  death  rate  0'42. 

*• 

The  Phthisis  death  rate  was  the  highest  recorded  in  any  district  :  on 
the  other  hand  the  zvmotic  death  rate  was  the  second  lowest  among 
urban  districts. 

One  hundred  and  forty-four  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  but  9 
deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other  dis¬ 
tricts  and  that  4  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district  were  of 
persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  births  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  144  and  the  nett  deaths  109. 
Of  the  latter,  10  were  of  children  under  one  year  and  41  of  persons  65 
years  and  upwards. 

Fifteen  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : — Diph¬ 
theria  5,  Scarlet  fever  6,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1  and  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  3. 

Two  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  (under  two  years). 

Phthisis  caused  14  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  9  and  violence  2. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable). — The  incidence  of  these  diseases  was 
extremely  low  and  only  15  notifications  were  received.  Only  four  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  were  reported  and  in  commenting  on  this 
disease  the  medical  officer  emphasized  the  urgent  need  for  some  pro¬ 
vision  being  made  for  the  isolation  of  hopeless  cases,  who  return  home 
“  only  to  disseminate  the  bacillus  of  tubercle  among  their  friends  and 
surroundings."  Disinfection  of  the  houses  in  which  cases  of  infectious 
disease  occurred  was  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  sanitary 
inspector.  Apparently  some  of  the  medical  practitioners  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  are  not  fulfilling  their  obligations  under  the  Tuberculosis  Regula¬ 
tions,  as  21  deaths  were  registered  as  occurring  from  this  disease  and 
as  above  stated,  only  four  notifications  were  received. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable) . — An  outbreak  of  Mumps  occurred 
in  the  spring.  The  medical  officer  commented  upon  the  decreased  inci¬ 
dence  of  infantile  diarrhoea  which  he  attributed  to  the  cool  summer  and 
the  consequent  scarcity  of  house  flies. 

Factories  and  Workshops. —  The  registered  workshops  numbered  63 
and  of  these,  3  were  bakehouses.  The  number  of  visits  of  inspection 
paid  was  not  stated  in  the  report  but  fourteen  contraventions  of  the 
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Act  were  reported,  all  of  which  were  remedied.  Three  of  the  latter 
related  to  uncleanliness,  two  to  unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation  and 
nine  were  nuisances.  No  outworkers  lists  were  received. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  number  of  registered  cowkeepers  in  the 
urban  district  was  33,  and  150  dairy  cows  were  kept.  Four  milksellers 
were  also  on  the  register-.  On  13  occasions  contraventions  of  'the 
council’s  regulations  relating  to  cleansing  and  limewashing  were  found 
in  the  course  of  inspection,  which  presumably  were  remedied.  The 
council  considered  the  adoption  of  more  modern  regulations  than  those 
in  force,  which  were  adopted  in  1887,  and  the  medical  officer  anticipated 
that  when  the  new  regulations  became  available  there  would  be  “a 
welcome  change  in  the  condition  of  many  of  the  cowsheds.” 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  district  council  is  in  the  fortunate  position 
of  having  no  private  slaughter  houses  scattered  about  its  area.  The 
eight  public  slaughter  houses  which  are  provided  on  the  same  site  are 
used  in  common  by  the  local  butchers.  These  were  regularly  visited 
and  the  only  cause  for  compliant  was  the  improper  disposal  of  the  offal 
and  inattention  in  some  instances  to  the  requirements  of  the  byelaws 
relating  to  cleansing.  No  action  under  the  unsound  food  clauses  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  was  reported. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Two  such  premises,  in  Hotspur  Street 
and  Pottergate,  were  on  the  register.  On  nine  occasions  the  sanitary 
inspector  found  breaches  of  the  council’s  byelaws.  The  report  however 
stated  that  in  both  houses  a  change  of  management  had  taken  place  and 
a  general  improvement  in  superintendence  had  resulted. 

Improvements.— Housing/ — The  scheme  for  dealing  with  the  insanitary 
area  in  Clayport,  officially  designated  “Area  No.  2,”  and  the  provision  of 
houses  for  the  population  to  be  displaced,  was  the  subject  of  much  discus¬ 
sion  and  many  protracted  negotiations,  and  although  no  definite  scheme 
had  been  decided  upon  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  conference  between  the 
council  and  the  Local  Government  Board’s  inspector  had  been  arranged 
in  order  that  various  difficulties,  both  financial  and  otherwise,  might  be 
fully  discussed.  Only  two  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  in 
spite  of  the  “  great  demand  for  moderately  priced  workmen’s  dwell¬ 
ings.”  The  council’s  building  byelaws  were  revised  and  have  been 
brought  into  line  with  the  model  byelaws  of  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Housing  Regulations  73  houses  were  inspected. 
Only  one  house  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  and  this  was 
voluntarily  closed  by  the  owner  on  representation  being  made  by  the 
local  authority.  In  31  of  the  houses  the  defects -met  with  (chiefly 
damp  walls,  floors,  etc.,  and  defective  sanitary  accommodation)  were 
remedied.  The  house  voluntarily  closed  was  subsequently  made  fit  for 
habitation. 

Water  Supply. — The  extensive  works  for  augmenting  the  council’s 
water  supply  were  proceeding  during  the  whole  period  under  review 
and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  scheme  was  nearing  completion. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  pumping  installation,  which  was  pro¬ 
vided  in  1911  in  connection  with  the  Canongate  sewerage  scheme,  con¬ 
tinued  to  work  satisfactorily.  No  improvements  in  the  sewerage 
system  of  the  district  were  reported,  but  the  sanitary  inspector  stated 
that  in  32  instances  private  drainage  systems  were  found  in  a  defective 
condition  and  the  necessary  improvements  were  effected. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  water  carriage  system  is  practically 
universal  in  this  district  and  the  improvements  effected  were  therefore 
confined  to  the  removal  of  unsuitable  apparatus  and  the  provision  of 
others  of  a  more  modern  and  sanitary  type.  In  addition  to  various 
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repairs,  21  insanitary  w.c.  basins  of  the  hopper  type  were  removed 
and  modern  pedestal  basins  substituted  ;  three  additional  water  closets 
were  provided  on  premises  insufficiently  supplied  and  15  modern  flush¬ 
ing  cisterns  were  installed  in  lieu  of  others  of  a  defective  type.  A  site 
in  the  Market  Place  wTas  secured  with  a  view  to  erecting  thereon  a 
suite  of  public  sanitary  conveniences. 

Public  Mortuary. — This  was  provided  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  the  repeated  recommendations  of 
the  medical  officer  in  the  above  direction  were  fully  justified. 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Report  (J.  Milburn). — The  number  of  special 
visits  of  inspection  paid  during  the  year  was  723  but  these  were  not 
classified.  Various  conditions  demanding  attention  were  found,  271 
being  classified  as  “  defects  ”  and  115  as  “  nuisances.”  The  inspector 
served  210  informal  notices  and  with  one  or  two  exceptions  all  the 
matters  complained  of  were  remedied  without  a  single  statutory  notice 
being  served.  This  not  only  testifies  to  the  tact  of  the  official,  but 
denotes  a  praiseworthy  co-operation  on  the  part  of  property  owners  in 
safeguarding  the  health  interests  of  the  town. 

Requirements. — Housing.  The  town  of  Alnwick,'  like  most  of  its 
mediaeval  contemporaries,  is  faced  with  a  housing  problem  which  corre¬ 
sponds  more  or  less  in  its  acuteness  with  the  antiquity  of  the  town. 
Although  much  has  been  done  in  former  years  to  remedy  conditions 
not  in  accord  witn  modern  housing  requirements,  and  the  year  under 
review  has  shown  considerable  activity  in  this  direction,  many  condi¬ 
tions  still  remain  which  urgently  need  amendment.  As  the  medical 
officer  points  out  many  of  the  houses  are  built  back-to-back,  have  no 
damp  courses  and  are  deficient  as  regards  both  light  and  means  of 
ventilation.  The  lack  of  housing  accommodation  for  the  working  classes 
still  exists  and  although  the  scheme  at  present  being  proceeded  with 
will  effect  a  great  improvement  in  the  housing  conditions,  there  is  still 
need  for  a  housing  scheme  under  Part  III.  of  the  1890  Act.  As  the 
medical  officer  remarked,  it  is  obviously  impracticable  to  close  houses 
unfit  for  habitation  without  providing  other  houses  for  the  dispossessed 
tenants,  and  it  is  evident  that  private  enterprise  is  not  meeting  the 
requirements  of  the  weekly  wage  population.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  the  council  will  no  doubt  seriously  consider  their  powers  under 
the  Housing  Acts,  both  under  Part  III.  of  the  1890  Act  and  Sections 
15  to  18  of  the  1909  Act. 

House  Drainage. — The  work  of  remedying  defective  house  drainage 
systems  should  be  actively  continued  until  every  house  in  the  district 
complies  with  the  requirements  of  Section  23  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order 
and  the  Regulations  made  thereunder  should  be  utilised  to  their  fullest 
extent  so  as  to  secure  much  needed  improvements  in  the  structural 
condition  of  some  of  the  cowsheds. 

Prevention  of  Disease. — Additional  hospital  accommodation  for  the 
isolation  of  persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  and  the  provision 
of  a  steam  disinfector  are  essential  to  the  sanitary  equipment  of  this 
district. 

Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report. — The  value  of  the  report  would  be 
considerably  increased  by  (1)  including  the  valuable  and  interesting 
statistical  information  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
tabular  form,  and  (2)  by  providing  the  return  required  by  Article  V. 
of  the  Housing  Regulations,  1910. 

*15-57  if  nine  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  in  the  district  he  deducted,  and  if 
four  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  without  the  district  he  added. 

The  death  rate  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  ind  age  constitution  was  14T1. 
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Amble. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  A.  Loughridge,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Area,  1,258  acres ;  estimated  population,  5,000  ;  birth  rate,  29'20 ; 
general  death  rate,  *12‘00  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  0'40  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  68'49 ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0'80 ;  death  rate  from 
respiratory  diseases,  1'60. 

Adopted  Acts. — The  Public  Health  rVcts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Part 
III.)  ;  the  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ;  the  Private  Street 
Works  Act,  1892. 

Of  the  above  rates  the  general  death  rate  and  the  zymotic  death  rate 
were  the  same  as  during  the  preceding  year ;  the  infant  mortality  rate 
decreased  by  23'05,  and  the  remaining  rates  increased  as  follows 
birth  rate  0'80,  Phthisis  rate  0’40  and  the  respiratory  death  rate  0'20. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  the  third  lowest  recorded  among  urban 
districts. 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  births  were  registered  during  the  year  and 
sixty  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  nor  deaths  occurring  in  the 
district  were  properly  assignable  to  other  districts  and  that  8  deaths 
which  took  place  outside  the  district  were  of  persons  ordinarily  resident 
within  the  district.  The  nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore 
numbered  146,  and  the  nett  deaths  68.  Of  the  latter  10  were  of  children 
under  one  year  and  23  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

Eighty  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  Diph¬ 
theria  3,  Erysipelas  2,  Scarlet  fever  69,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  5  and 
Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  1. 

Two  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Scarlet  fever  1  and 
Diphtheria  1. 

Phthisis  caused  4  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  8  and  violence  3. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — Eighty  cases  were  notified  as  com¬ 
pared  with  30  during  the  preceding  year,  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  fever, 
during  which  69  cases  were  notified,  being  entirely  responsible  for  the 
increased  number  of  notifications.  The  disease  was  prevalent  all  over 
the  district  and  continued  throughout  the  year  ;  most  of  the  cases,  how¬ 
ever,  occurred  during  April,  May,  November  and  December.  The 
epidemic  was  of  a  mild  type  and  only  one  death  was  recorded.  School 
closure  was  not  resorted  to,  but  two  of  the  schools  were  disinfected  bv 
the  sanitary  inspector.  Forty-four  houses  were  fumigated  with  formalin 
in  consequence  of  the  following  diseases  Scarlet  fever.  Tuberculosis, 
Diphtheria,  and  Puerperal  fever.  As  no  provision  for  the  isolation  of 
infectious  diseases  other  than  Smallpox  is  available  in  this  district  all 
the  above  cases  were  nursed  in  the  homes  of  the  patients. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( N on-notifiable ). — Influenza  was  epidemic  during 
February  and  March,  and  a  few  cases  of  Measles  and  Chickenpox 
occurred  at  different  times  during  the  year,  but  no  deaths  were  regis¬ 
tered  from  any  of  these  diseases. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — These  premises  numbered  respectively  13 
and  37  ;  of  the  latter  number  only  one  was  a  bakehouse.  Eighty  visits 
of  inspection  were  paid  and  in  only  two  instances  were  defects  met 
with  ;  these  were  remedied  in  compliance  with  verbal  requests.  No  out¬ 
workers  were  employed  in  the  district. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — Four  cowkeepers  and  one  purveyor 
of  milk  were  on  the  register  and  sixty  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to 
the  various  premises.  The  structural  condition  of  the  cowsheds  was 
reported  to  be  extremely  satisfactory  ;  all  are  supplied  with  water  from 
the  council’s  mains  and  no  contravention  of  the  regulations  was  met 
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with.  The  milk  supply  of  the  district  was  the  subject  of  special  investi¬ 
gation  in  consequence  of  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  fever  previously 
referred  to  but  none  of  the  cases  could  be  attributed  to  the  milk  supply. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  five  private  slaughter  houses  in  this 
district,  three  of  which  are  “  registered,”  and  the  remaining  two  are 
subject  to  annual  licensing.  The  council’s  scheme  for  the  provision  of 
a  public  abattoir  matured  to  this  extent,  that  a  site  was  secured  on  the 
Albert  Hall  Estate  and  a  Local  Government  Board  inquiry  was  held 
in  response  to  the  council’s  apjdication  for  consent  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
=£2,500  (land  £1,400,  slaughter  houses  £720,  other  purposes  £380).  The 
existing  slaughter  houses  were  regularly  inspected  by  the  sanitary 
inspector,  180  visits  being  paid,  but  no  contraventions  of  the  council’s 
byelaws  were  reported,  and  no  action  under  the  unsound  food  clauses 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.— One  common  lodging  house,  providing 
accommodation  for  38  lodgers,  was  on  the  register  and  43  visits  of 
inspection  were  paid.  No  contraventions  of  the  byelaws  were  found 
and  the  inspector  reported  that  “  strict  cleanliness  has  at  all  times 
“  been  observed.”  None  of  the  cases  of  illness  notified  to  the  medical 
officer  were  found  to  be  of  an  infectious  nature. 

I m provements. — Housing. — Only  one  additional  house  was  occupied 
during  the  year  but  five  were  in  course  of  erection.  The  medical  officer 
stated  that  although  there  were  no  unoccupied  houses  in  the  district  the 
housing  accommodation  was  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  population. 

The  houses  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Regulations  numbered  207, 
and  defects  of  various  kinds  were  found  in  86  instances.  The  defects 
met  with  were  remedied  in  76  houses,  the  following  improvements  being 
carried  out  : — new  fireplaces  23,  new  wood  floors  5,  walls  replastered  7, 
roofs  repaired  34,  fixed  window  sashes  made  to  open  5,  other  improve¬ 
ments  2.  The  repairs  to  the  remaining  houses  “  were  being  attended 
to.”  No  representations  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  were  made  to 
the  council.  Three  houses  which  webe  “  closed  ”  in  1912  were  demo¬ 
lished  during  the  year  under  review.  Two  other  houses  which  were 
voluntarily  closed  during  the  year  1912  were  now  being  used  for  other 
purposes  than  for  human  habitation. 

Water  Supply. — A  constant  service  was  available  from  the  council’s 
mains  throughout  the  year,  notwithstanding  the  prolonged  drought 
which  was  experienced.  Samples  of  water  from  the  public  supply  were 
submitted  for  analysis  on  two  occasions,  with  satisfactory  results.  The 
water  mains  were  extended  in  Northumbria  Terrace  where  building 
operations  were  proceeding.  Two  stand  pipes  supplying  thirteen  houses 
were  abolished  and  separate  service  connections  were  substituted. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.— -The  sewerage  system  was  reported  to  be 
generally  satisfactory,  the  only  improvement  effected  being  the  relaying 
of  a  sewer  from  the  Coastguard  Station. 

Thirteen  nuisances  arising  from  various  defects  in  the  drainage  of 
houses  were  dealt  with  by  the  inspector  and  in  each  case  the  necessary 
work  was  carried  out  in  compliance  with  informal  notice. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  and  Scavenging. — Considerably  more  than 
half  the  population  in  this  district  are  provided  for  by  the  conservancy 
system  there  being  334  water  closets,  442  ash  closets  and  53  midden 
privies  in  the  district.  Only  two  of  the  latter  type  and  four  ash  closets 
were  abolished  during  the  year  ;  in  five  of  these  instances  water  closets 
were  substituted.  The  whole  of  the  district  is  scavenged  by  the 
council’s  direct  employees,  a  bi-weekly  collection  of  all  house  refuse 
being  maintained.  All  the  refuse  collected  is  disposed  of  by  tipping 
and  special  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  nuisances  arising 
therefrom. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (W.  Burton). — A  well  prepared  and 
praiseworthy  record  of  work  done  by  this  official  was  appended  to  the 
medical  officer’s  report.  The  total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  was 
1,280,  which  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  231  defects  in  houses  and  their 
surroundings.  Nearly  90  per  cent,  of  the  defects  had  been  remedied  at 
the  close  of  the  year  in  1‘esponse  to  the  service  of  113  informal  notices. 
No  statutory  notices  were  served. 

Requirements. — Water  Supply.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  an  additional  storage  reservoir  referred  to  in  previous  reports 
as  an  important  requirement  has  not  yet  been  made. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  pollution  of  the  Gut  stream  at 
the  foot  of  Victoria  Street  shou’d,  without  further  delay,  be  dealt  with 
bv  the  local  authority  so  as  to  abate  the  nuisance  which  has  been  the 
subject  of  several  complaints  in  the  past.  It  is  also  necessary  to  again 
point  out  the  desirability  of  providing  for  the  more  effectual  drainage 
of  houses  in  Mark’s  Row. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  abolition  of  the  conservancy  system 
is  not  making  such  progress  as  is  desirable  from  a  public  health  stand¬ 
point  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  council’s  powers  will  be  more 
effectually  utilised  in  the  direction  of  extending  the  water  carriage 
system,  particularly  in  the  case  of  houses  now  provided  with  privy 
middens.  The  provisions  of  Section  36  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
should  also  be  utilised  in  those  instances  mentioned  in  the  sanitary 
inspector’s  report  in  which  two  or  more  families  have  the  joint  use  of 
one  sanitary  convenience. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  need  for  suitable  provision  for  the 
isolation  of  persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  (other  than  Small¬ 
pox)  was  emphasised  during  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  fever  referred  to 
above,  and  until  some  such  provision  is  available  the  efforts  of  the 
council  and  its  officials  in  preventing  or  checking  such  epidemics  will 
be  greatly  hampered  if  not  frustrated. 

Other  matters. — (1)  The  revision  of  the  council’s  byelaws  relating  to 
new  buildings  ;  (2)  the  provision  of  a  public  mortuary  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  harbour  ;  (3)  the  early  completion  of  the  scheme  for  providing  a 
public  abattoir  in  lieu  of  the  existing  private  slaughter  houses. 

*  13'60  if  eight  deaths  of  residents  occurring  without  the  district  he  added. 

The  death  rate  corrected  for  difference  in  sex  and  age  constitution  was  13‘34. 


Ashington. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  R.  J.  Mills,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Area,  3,041  acres ;  estimated  population,  28,318 ;  birth  rate,  35  56 ; 
general  death  rate,  *14'09;  zymotic  death  rate,  2'82  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  15P93 ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0*91  ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  2'43. 

Adopted  Acts. — The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts 
II.,  III.  and  IV.)  ;  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (certain 
sections  of  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV.  and  Parts  VI.)  ;  Infectious  Disease  (Pre¬ 
vention)  Act,  1890  ;  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892;  Notification  of 
Births  Act,  1907. 

With  the  exception  of  the  birth  rate,  which  has  decreased  by  O' 07, 
all  the  above  rates  have  increased,  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding 
rates  for  the  previous  year,  as  follows  : — general  death  rate  3' 01, 
zymotic  death  rate  1*68,  infant  mortality  rate  51' 10,  Phthisis  death  rate 
010  and  the  respiratory  death  rate  0'47. 

The  birth  rate  and  the  zymotic  death  rate  were  each  the  highest  and 
the  infant  mortality  rate  the  second  highest  recorded  in  the  administra¬ 
tive  county. 
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One  thousand  and  four  births  were  registered  during  the  year  and 
three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  but 
one  death  occurring  in  the  district  was  properly  assignable  to  another 
district  and  that  three  births  and  26  deaths  which  took  place  outside 
the  district  related  to  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district. 
The  nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  1,007  and 
the  nett  deaths  424.  Of  the  latter,  153  were  of  children  under  one  year 
and  58  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

Five  hundred  and  seventy-three  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  noti¬ 
fied  as  follows  : — Diphtheria  54,  Erysipelas  16,  Scarlet  fever  380, 
Enteric  fever  25,  Continued  fever  1,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  63  and 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  34. 

Eighty  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric  fever  5, 
Measles  2,  Scarlet  fever  9,  Whooping  cough  13,  Diphtheria  10  and 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  41. 

Phthisis  caused  26  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  69  and  violence  13. 


The  following  table  gives,  for  each  of  the  sub-divisions  of  the  district, 
the  birth  and  mortality  rates  and  the  attack  rate,  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  of  infectious  diseases  notified  : — 


Popu¬ 

lation. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

deaths. 

Zymotic 

deaths. 

Infectious 

diseases. 

Sub  district. 

No. 

Bate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Ei  te 
perl, 000 
births. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

'C 

1 

Attack 

rate  per 

1000  pop.) 

1 

Ashington  ... 

9,065 

238 

262 

124 

13  7 

34 

142-8 

24 

2  65 

199 

219 

Hirst 

19,253 

766 

39-8 

300 

15*6 

119 

155'3 

56 

2-90 

374 

194 

Whole  district 

28,318 

1007 

355 

424 

149 

153 

151  9 

1  o 

00 

CO 

00 

Fi 

573 

20'2 

*  Including  3  births  transferable  inwards. 


Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — These  were  considerably  in  excess 
of  those  reported  during  1912  ;  the  increase  was  chiefly  accounted  for 
by  the  inclusion  of  Tuberculosis  (other  than  Phthisis)  as  a  notifiable 
disease  and  by  the  increased  incidence  of  Scarlet  fever,  Diphtheria  and 
Phthisis  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  The  percentage  of  fatal 
cases  to  cases  notified  was  : — Scarlet  fever  2‘3,  Diphtheria  18'5,  Enteric 
fever  20'0.  Anti-toxin  was  provided  gratis  by  the  council  in  cases  of 
Diphtheria. 

School  closure  was  not  considered  advisable  on  anv  occasion  and  the 
epidemic  of  Scarlet  fever  was  reported  to  be  subsiding  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  report  contained  no  reference  to  the  measures  adopted 
for  the  disinfection  of  houses,  clothing,  etc.,  nor  was  any  allusion  made 
to  the  prevalence,  or  otherwise,  of  the  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases. 

Notification  of  Births  Bet. — Of  the  1,004  registered  births,  787  (78 
per  centO  were  notified  under  this  Act  and  the  visits  paid  by  the 
Health  "Visitor  numbered  3,507.  Only  6  per  cent,  of  the  infants  visited 
were  found  to  be  entirely  hand-fed  and  91  per  cent,  were  entirely 
breast-fed.  The  medical  officer  testified  to  the  great  benefits  which 
have  resulted  from  the  early  notification  of  births  and  the  systematic 
visitation  provided  in  connection  with  the  adoption  of  the  Act. 

Factories  and  11  '  orhshops. — Fifty-five  workshops  were  on  the  register, 
including  six  bakehouses.  The  number  of  visits  of  inspection  paid  was 
104,  and  of  these  23  were  visits  to  factories.  In  ten  instances  defects 
relating  to  sanitary  accommodation  and  want  of  cleanliness  were 
reported,  seven  of  which  had  been  remedied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Four  notifications  of  defects  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  five  notifications 
under  Section  133  were  sent  to  the  latter  official  by  the  medical  officer. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  registered  cowkeepers  numbered  six,  of 
whom  four  were  also  purveyors  of  milk  and  33  persons  on  the  register 
were  purveyors  only.  No  structural  improvements  to  cowsheds  were 
effected.  Eightv-three  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  and  the  conditions 
found,  as  regards  general  cleanliness,  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Twelve  slaughter  houses,  all  subject  to  annual 
licences,  were  on  the  register  and  188  visits  of  inspection  were  paid. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  council  has  at  last  realised  its  obliga¬ 
tions  with  regard  to  these  premises  and  decided  to  adopt  byelaws. 
Three  minor  improvements  were  carried  out  but  the  sanitary  inspector 
reported  that  only  two  of  the  twelve  slaughter  houses  could  be  consi¬ 
dered  satisfactory  in  all  respects.  Four  carcases  of  beef  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  were  surrendered  by  the  owners,  as  was  also  the  carcase 
of  a  sheep  which  was  unfit  for  human  food. 

Offensive  Trades.- — The  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
were  extended,  in  accordance  with  Section  51  of  the  1907  Amending 
Act,  so  as  to  include  three  additional  trades,  viz.,  gutscraper,  tanner 
and  fish  fryer.  Fifteen  premises  were  on  the  register  and  the  following 
trades  were  carried  on  : — fish  frying  13,  gut  scraping  1  and  tripe  boil¬ 
ing  1.  Thirty-six  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  and  on  four  occasions 
it  was  necessary  to  serve  notices  for  the  removal  of  offensive  accumula¬ 
tions.  The  council  were  reported  to  be  considering  the  adoption  of 
byelaws  for  the  regulation  of  these  premises. 

Scavenging. — The  contract  system  was  still  in  operation  and  was 
reported  to  have  been  fairly  satisfactorily  carried  out  but  that  there 
was  still  room  for  improvement.  Except  in  special  instances  the 
ashpits  were  emptied  fortnightly,  the  internal  walls,  roofs,  etc.,  being 
sprayed  on  each  occasion  with  lime  to  which  a  solution  of  corrosive 
sublimate  had  been  added.  No  scavenging  was  allowed  during  the 
summer  months  between  the  hours  of  10  a.m.  and  11  p.m.  and  covered 
carts  or  bogeys  were  used.  The  refuse  collected  was  used  for  manurial 
purposes  in  the  surrounding  agricultural  districts. 

Improvements. — Housing.  The  number  of  houses  erected  has  shown 
a  progressive  decrease  during  the  last  three  years,  being  452  in  1911, 
194  in  1912  and  166  during  the  year  under  review.  The  surveyor 
reported  that  in  many  cases  “  the  standard  of  workmanship  in  these 
houses  is  poor  ”  although  the  erections  are  in  accordance  with  the  bye¬ 
laws.  The  return  of  work  done  in  accordance  with  the  Housing 
Regulations,  1910,  showed  that  this  important  work  is  now  being 
systematically  carried  out,  but  additional  efforts  are  needed  to  make  up 
for  the  council’s  remissness  during  former  years.  The  houses  inspected 
numbered  163  and  of  these  4  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation. 
Two  closing  orders  were  made  but  one  house  so  dealt  with  was  still  in 
occupation  at  the  end  of  the  year ;  in  the  other  instance  the  defects  were 
remedied.  In  11  houses  the  defects  reported  were  remedied  without 
closing  orders  being  made.  As  the  result  of  notices  served  by  the 
sanitary  inspector,  11  house  roofs  were  repaired;  in  30  instances  the 
spouting  and  fall  pipes  were  renewed  or  repaired  ;  33  minor  structural 
defects  were  remedied ;  2  dirty  houses  were  cleansed  and  4  nuisances 
arising  from  overcrowding  were  abated. 

Water  Supply. — Reference  has  been  made  on  several  previous  occasions 
to  the  need  of  improving  the  water  supply  in  this  populous  area  and 
it  is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  in  July  of  the  year  under  review  the 
council  agreed  to  “  take  immediate  steps  to  procure  a  supply  other 
than  pit  water.”  A  committee  was  appointed  and  directed  to  ascertain 
how  a  gravitation  supply  from  Tosson  springs  near  Rothbury  could  be 


7S 


obtained.  The  average  consumption  of  the  jaresent  pit  water  supply 
was  the  extremely  low  figure  of  4’ 9  gallons  per  head  per  day,  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  a  large  amount  of  stored  rain  water  is  used 
for  domestic  purposes  and  that  the  council’s  supply  is  largely  distri¬ 
buted  on  the  stand-pipe  system.  Additional  stand-pipes  were  provided 
in  several  instances  and  106  new  connections  were  made  to  houses,  etc. 
Of  the  166  houses  erected  during  the  year  only  55  had  private  service 
pipes,  the  remainder  being  supplied  by  stand-pipes,  9  houses  to  each. 
2,680  yards  of  new  water  mains  were  laid  and  a  scheme  for  improving 
the  distribution  and  pressure  in  the  Hirst  district  was  being  carried  out. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — With  a  view  to  carrying  out  much  needed 
improvements  to  the  sewerage  system  application  was  made  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  permission  to  borrow  422,000  and  an  enquiry  was 
held  by  the  Board’s  inspector.  Three  new  sewers  were  laid  and  several 
others  were  in  course  of  construction  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Many 
minor  improvements  were  also  reported,  the  surveyor  pointing  out  that 
the  sewerage  system  of  the  district  is  being  greatly  improved.  In 
fourteen  instances  private  drainage  systems  were  relaid  and  provided 
with  intercepting  traps  as  a  result  of  notices  served  by  the  sanitary 
inspector. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — It  is  most  regrettable  that  145  of  the  new 
houses  erected  during  the  year  were  provided  with  privy  middens  and 
only  21  with  water  closets.  Eighteen  new  water  closets  were  provided 
for  existing  houses,  of  which  14  replaced  privies  which  were  abolished. 
Several  structural  improvements  to  privy  middens  were  carried  out, 
viz.,  impervious  privy  risers  were  fixed  in  lieu  of  wooden  risers  in  96 
instances  and  concrete  floors  were  provided  for  the  ashpits  in  28  in¬ 
stances.  All  the  privy  ashpits  in  the  Ninth  Row  were  improved  in  this 
way  and  are  now  in  as  sanitary  a  condition  as  is  possible  under  the 
unsatisfactory  conservancy  system.  The  sanitary  accommodation  for 
the  Parish  Hall,  The  Miners’  Theatre  and  five  Social  Clubs  was  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory  and  considerable  improvements  were  effected  in 
each  of  these  instances. 

Streets  and  Roads. — The  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  was 
received  for  a  loan  of  421,350  for  improvements  to  private  streets  and 
roads.  The  surveyor  reported  that  several  back  streets  were  paved  and 
channelled ;  other  improvements  to  roads  were  carried  out  on  two  build¬ 
ing  estates  by  the  proprietors  in  accordance  with  the  council’s  require¬ 
ments.  Eight  private  streets  previously  made  up  were  taken  over  by 
the  council  as  highways.  Several  defective  footpaths  and  crossings 
were  repaired  and  relaid. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (R.  Brown). — This  report  gave  much 
valuable  information,  not  only  of  many  improvements  carried  out,  but  of 
the  sanitary  deficiencies  of  the  district  which  were  admirably  tabulated. 
The  visits  of  inspection  numbered  2,945,  defects  found  1,125,  informal 
notices  served  568,  statutory  notices  80.  In  417  instances  improvements 
were  carried  out  in  response  to  the  notices,  the  particulars  of  which 
were  set  out  in  detail  in  the  report. 

Requirements. — Housing.  The  provision  of  houses  by  private  enter¬ 
prise,  in  spite  of  the  great  insufficiency  of  housing  accommodation 
which  has  existed  for  a  considerable  period,  it  still  inadequate  to  cope 
with  the  demand  and,  as  above  stated,  is  rapidly  declining.  Further¬ 
more,  many  of  the  houses  do  not  provide  sufficient  accommodation  for 
the  families  occupying  them  and  even  in  the  larger  houses  the  practice, 
pointed  out  by  the  medical  officer,  is  very  prevalent,  of  married  sons 
and  daughters  living  with  parents  because  other  accommodation  is  not 
available ;  this  also  conduces  to  overcrowding.  Under  these  condi¬ 
tions  a  suitable  and  adequate  scheme  for  meeting  the  above  deficiency 
by  action  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 
1890,  becomes  more  and  more  an  urgent  necessity.  It  is  very  desirable 
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that  the  council’s  activity  in  other  directions  (public  lighting  and  water 
supply)  should  be  followed  by  a  full  and  early  consideration  of  the  insuffi¬ 
cient  housing  accommodation.  Meanwhile  the  work  under  the  Housing 
Regulations  and  the  improvement  of  existing  houses  should  be  actively 
continued. 

Water  Supply.— The  council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  initiation 
of  measures  for  providing  the  district  with  a  pure  and  abundant  water 
supply,  “a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished.”  Until  such  a  supply 
is  available  the  carrying  out  of  many  important  sanitary  improvements 
in  this  district  will  of  necessity  be  considerably  delayed  if  not  rendered 
impracticable. 

The  stand-pipe  system  of  distribution  should  be  prohibited,  as  has 
been  pointed  out  on  many  previous  occasions. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.— Improvements  in  the  sewerage  system  of 
the  district  should  be  continued  without  relaxation  until  no  plea  can 
be  put  forward  that  sanitary  improvements  in  other  directions  are 
impracticable  because  of  the  inefficiency  or  insufficiency  of  the  sewerage 
system.  The  lack  of  provision  for  the  drainage  of  roof  and  surface 
water  from  the  front  of  dwelling  houses,  which  the  sanitary  inspector 
points  out  is  a  common  type  of  nuisance  in  the  district,  should  be  dealt 
with  by  systematic  action  under  Section  23  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  and  the  requirements  of  this  section  enforced  in  all  cases. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  serious  public  health  dangers  of  the 
privy  midden  system  have  been  so  forcibly  demonstrated  in  this  district, 
that  it  is  surprising  that  the  council  has  failed  to  profit  by  past- 
experiences  and  has  allowed  this  objectionable  system  to  be  perpetuated 
in  the  case  of  145  new  houses.  Even  if  the  public  health  disadvantages 
of  such  action  are  ignored  the  financial  considerations  should  have  some 
weight ;  the  cost  of  scavenging  these  structures,  including  the  elaborate 
system  of  disinfection  which  past  experience  has  proved  to  be  absolutely 
essential,  and  the  trend  of  recent  legislation  pointing  to  compulsory 
removal  with  compensation  to  owners  of  these  structures  are  matters 
which  will  involve  'public  expenditure  and  the  perpetuation  of  such 
structures  is  therefore  a  short-sighted  policy. 

Scavenging. — This  work  is  of  too  important  a  character  in  any  popu¬ 
lous  urban  district  for  it  to  pass  from  the  absolute  control  of  the  council 
and  its  officials  and  the  surveyor’s  recommendation  “  that  the  council 
takes  into  consideration  the  advisability  of  doing  this  work  by  its  own 
employees  ”  is  particularly  appropriate. 

Slaughter  Houses. — In  view  of  the  fact  that  ten  of  the  twelve 
slaughter  houses  are  unsatisfactory  and  “  all  are  subject  to  annual 
licence  ”  the  consideration  of  providing  a  public  abattoir  is  singularly 
opportune. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  provision  made  is  totally  inadequate 
for  the  needs  of  such  a  populous  district  and  measures  for  providing 
additional  accommodation  should  be  adopted  without  further  delay.  A 
steam  disinfector  should  be  installed  in  conjunction  with  such  additional 
provision. 

Prevention  and  Removal  of  Nuisances. — The  need  for  enforcing 
notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  removal  of  sani¬ 
tary  defects  is  very  apparent  and  it  is  a  serious  reflection  on  the  sani¬ 
tary  administration  of  the  district  that  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  defects, 
nuisances,  etc.,  found,  remained  unremedied  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
Unless  the  notices  served  are  enforced,  by  legal  procedure  if  necessary, 
the  work  of  inspection  will  be  wasted,  the  council’s  obligations  under 
Section  92  of  the  Public  Health  Act  will  be  unfulfilled  and  their 
authority  weakened. 
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Streets  and  Roads. — The  making  up  of  private  streets  and  roads  is 
not  proceeding  with  such  alacrity  as  is  desirable  considering  the  amount 
of  work  to  be  done,  largely  the  result  of  the  council’s  remissness  during 
former  years.  The  provisions  of  the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892, 
should  be  much  more  fully  utilised  than  they  appear  to  be. 

*  1497  if  one  death  of  a  non-resident  which  occurred  within  the  district  be  deducted, 
and  if  26  deatlis  of  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  district  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  16*54. 


Bedlingtonshire. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  R.  S.  Trotter,  M.D.,  C.M.,  D.Hy. 

Area,  8,533  acres;  estimated  population,  26,300  ;  birth  rate,  3T48; 
general  death  rate,  *12*39 ;  zymotic  death  rate,  1'44 ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  1 14* 73 ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0*87 ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  1'86. 

Adopted  Act. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Part  III.). 

In  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  preceding  year, 
the  birth  rate,  the  infant  mortality  rate  and  the  Phthisis  death  rate 
have  increased  by  0*68,  18*61  and  0T8  respectively;  the  remaining  rates 
have  decreased  as  follows  : — general  death  rate  1*00,  zymotic  death  rate 
0*32  and  respiratory  death  rate  0'14. 

Eight  hundred  and  twenty-four  births  were  registered  during  the 
year  and  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no 
births  but  3  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable 
to  other  districts  and  that  4  births  and  22  deaths  which  took  place  out¬ 
side  the  district  related  to  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  dis¬ 
trict.  The  nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered 
828  and  the  nett  deaths  345.  Of  the  latter,  95  were  of  children  under 
one  year  and  81  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-nine  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
as  follows  : — Small-pox  1,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  21, 
Erysipelas  7,  Scarlet  fever  89,  Enteric  fever  21,  Poliomyelitis  1,  Pulmo¬ 
nary  Tuberculosis  32  and  Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  27. 

Thirty-eight  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Measles  5, 
Scarlet  fever  2,  Whooping  cough  5,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup 
6  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  20. 

Phthisis  caused  23  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  49  and  violence  10. 

The  following  table  gives  statistical  information  for  the  whole  district 
and.  also  for  the  sub-divisions  into  which  the  medical  officer  has  divided 
the  district  : — 


Sub -districts. 

Popu¬ 

lation. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

deaths. 

Zymotic 

deaths. 

Infectious 

diseases. 

No. 

Rate 
per  100<t 
pop. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
births. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

notified. 

Attack 
rate  per 
1000  pop. 

Netherton 

2,000 

63 

3T5 

28 

14*0 

11 

174*6 

2 

TOO 

18 

9*0 

Bedlington 

6  763 

217 

32*1 

94 

13*9 

29 

133*4 

13 

1*92 

69 

10*2 

Sleekburn ... 

6,302 

197 

31*2 

102 

16*2 

23 

116*8 

8 

1*27 

23 

3*6 

Cambois  ... 

2,900 

70 

24*1 

33 

11*3 

4 

57*1 

1 

0*34 

16 

5*5 

West  Sleekburn  ... 

2,640 

48 

18*2 

14 

5*3 

2 

41*6 

1 

0*38 

24 

9*1 

Clioppington 

5,695 

229 

40*2 

74 

13*0 

26 

113*5 

13 

2*28 

49 

8*6 

Whole  district ... 

26,300  *828 

31*4 

345 

13*1 

95 

114*8 

38 

1*44 

J 

199 

7*5 

*  Including  4  births  transferable  inwards. 
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Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — A  very  appreciable  reduction  in  the 
number  of  cases  occurred  and  although  Scarlet  fever  was  again  the 
disease  most  frequently  notified  only  89  cases  of  this  disease  were 
reported  as  compared  with  457  in  1912.  Enteric  fever  showed  an 
increase  of  9  cases  and  Tuberculosis  of  24,  the  latter  being  more  than 
accounted  for  by  the  inclusion  of  cases  “  other  than  Pulmonary  ”  under 
the  new  Regulations.  One  case  of  Small-pox  occurred  in  the  east  end 
of  Bedlington.  This  patient  and  four  suffering  from  Enteric  fever 
were  the  only  cases  removed  to  the  isolation  hospitals.  The  sanitary 
inspector  reported  that  199  houses,  34  schools  and  7  lots  of  bedding 
were  disinfected  and  one  lot  of  bedding  destroyed  in  connection  with 
outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable) . — Measles,  Whooping  cough, 
Chicken-pox  and  Mumps  were  prevalent  in  some  parts  of  the  district 
and  five  deaths  from  each  of  the  two  first-named  diseases  were  reported. 
Diarrhoea  was  epidemic  during  the  late  summer  and  autumn  and  caused 
20  deaths  of  infants  under  two  years.  Infective  catarrh  was  extremely 
common  in  all  parts  of  the  district. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— There  were  91  registered  workshops  and 
16  factories  in  the  district.  The  visits  of  inspection  numbered  161  and 
the  following  defects  were  met  with  : — want  of  cleanliness  9,  unsatis¬ 
factory  sanitary  accommodation  3.  Five  of  the  defects  were  notified 
under  Section  5  of  the  Act  of  1901  by  H.M.  Inspector,  and  all  were 
remedied.  Five  bakehouses  were  on  the  register,  none  of  which  were 
underground.  No  outworkers  were  employed  in  the  district. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Eighty  persons  were  on  the  register,  42  as 
cowkeepers,  34  as  dairymen  and  4  as  purveyors  of  milk.  The  number 
of  dairy  cows  in  the  district  was  approximately  347.  The  visits  of 
inspection  numbered  89  and  28  contraventions  of  the  regulations  were 
met  with.  The  latter  had  relation  to  cleansing  and  limewashing  in  25 
instances,  insufficient  ventilation  and  lighting  2,  cleansing  of  dairy  cows 
1  all  were  remedied  after  notice. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Of  the  seventeen  premises  on  the  register  only  one 
was  licensed.  The  number  of  visits  of  inspection  (18)  appear  very 
inadequate  if  the  proper  control  of  these  premises  and  the  efficient 
supervision  of  the  meat  supply  of  the  district  is  to  be  maintained.  No 
structural  improvements  were  reported  but  on  five  occasions  contraven¬ 
tions  of  the  council’s  byelaws,  relating  to  cleansing  and  the  removal  of 
garbage,  were  met  with.  These  were  remedied  after  notice. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Four  such  premises  were  on  the  register, 
the  total  number  of  rooms  being  20,  providing  accommodation  for  75 
lodgers.  Monthly  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  and  contraventions  of 
the  byelawTs  relating  to  the  following  matters  were  found,  remedial 
measures  being  enforced  : — cleansing  of  yards  and  passages  15,  lime- 
washing  2,  ventilation  7.  No  structural  improvements  were  reported. 

Offensive  Trades. — Trades  scheduled  by  the  Public  Health  Act  were 
carried  on  in  four  premises.  Bi-annual  inspections  were  made  and  on 
four  occasions  notices  were  given  relating  to  cleansing,  all  of  which 
were  complied  with. 

Improvements. — Housing.  Forty-four  houses  were  completed  during 
the  year,  this  number  being  the  smallest  annual  return  for  several 
years;  it  was  however  stated  that  “a  considerable  number” 
were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  the  Bomarsund  area. 
The  work  carried  out  in  pursuance  of  the  Housing  Regulations 
gives  evidence  of  commendable  activity.  The  houses  inspected  num¬ 
bered  118  and  only  four  of  these  were  satisfactory  in  all  particulars. 
One  closing  order  was  made  and  enforced,  2  houses  were  voluntarily 
closed  and  demolished  and  for  18  houses  the  necessary  repairs  were 
carried  out  after  informal  notices  had  been  served.  Ninety-six  houses 
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were  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  and  the  council  adopted  its  usual 
procedure  in  such  cases  by  serving  notices  “  for  the  purpose  of  closing,” 
previous  to  making  closing  orders  in  the  event  of  the  warning  notices 
not  having  the  desired  effect.  Extensive  repairs  were  carried  out  to 
houses  in  the  following  localities  : — Glebe  Row,  East  End,  Massey’s 
Yard,  Netherton  Road  and  Victoria  Terrace,  Bedlington  ;  Strong’s  and 
Rutter’s  Buildings,  Choppington  Station,  and  Scotland  Gate ;  Ravens- 
worth  Terrace  and  Clayton  Street.  These  were  tabulated  as  follows  : — 
house  roofs  stripped  and  renewed  6,  repaired  41  ;  spouting,  fall  pipes, 
gutters,  etc.,  renewed  and  repaired  for  44  houses:  house  walls  repaired 
39  ;  damp  brick  floors  relaid  with  concrete  26  ;  wood  floors  repaired  28  ; 
defective  chimney  flues  repaired  29  ;  staircases  provided  for  bedrooms 
in  lieu  of  ladders  6  ;  dormer  windows  provided  for  attic  bedrooms  6  ; 
doors  and  windows  repaired  27  ;  decayed  plaster  stripped  and  renewed 
29;  through  ventilation  provided  2;  lead  damp  course  provided  1.  The 
sanitary  accommodation  and  drainage  of  houses  was  also  improved  in 
several  instances  and  nine  yards  attached  to  houses  were  paved.  Five 
cases  of  overcrowding  were  successfully  dealt  with  and  the  cleansing  of 
six  “  filthy  dwelling  houses  ”  was  enforced.  The  medical  officer  also 
pointed  out  that  a  considerable  number  of  improvements  were  volun¬ 
tarily  carried  out  by  property  owners  which  do  not  appear  in  the  above 
records. 

Water  Supply. — Several  extensions  of  the  council’s  water  mains  were 
carried  out,  notably  900  yards  of  9-inch  main  in  the  Bedlington  and 
Choppington  districts.  Additional  standpipes  were  provided  in  two 
instances.  The  arrangement  previously  made  for  augmenting  the  local 
supply  by  obtaining  water  as  required  from  the  mains  of  the  Tyne¬ 
mouth  Corporation  proved  most  valuable  and  enabled  the  council  to 
maintain  an  adequate  supply  on  all  occasions,  but  particularly  during 
the  time  that  much-needed  improvements  in  the  local  waterworks  were 
being  effected.  The  improvements  included  the  repairing  of  several 
extensive  defects  at  the  intake,  the  reservoir,  the  old  filter  bed,  and 
the  pumping  wells,  all  of  which  were  successfully  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  the  council’s  engineer. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — An  important  scheme  of  sewerage  which 
was  prepared  by  the  council’s  surveyor  in  1912  was  under  consideration 
and  after  many  legal  difficulties  had  been  successfully  overcome  the 
Local  Government  Board’s  sanction  was  obtained  in  November,  includ¬ 
ing  authority  to  borrow  422,467  for  carrying  out  the  work.  The  scheme 
provided  for  the  construction  of  a  main  outfall  sewer  from  Bedlington 
Station  to  the  tidal  waters  of  the  River  Blyth  at  East  Sleekburn,  the 
total  length  of  the  proposed  new  sewers  being  2,395  yards  and  its  size 
varying  from  9  inch  to  18  inches  in  diameter.  As  regards  improvement 
of  existing  sewers  it  was  reported  that  wherever  old  or  bad  sewers  were 
found  the  defects  were  remedied.  The  following  improvements  in 
private  drainage  systems  were  carried  out  in  response  to  notices  by  the 
sanitary  inspector,  viz.  : — gullies  provided  for  untrapped  drains  20  : 
fall  pipes  disconnected  3  ;  inspection  chambers  provided  4 ;  obstructed 
drains  and  water  closets  unstopped  152  ;  new  drains  provided,  45  yards. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — A  number  of  improvements  were  carried 
out  the  most  important  being  the  substitution  of  19  water  closets  for 
privies  which  were  abolished.  Two  additional  water  closets  were  pro¬ 
vided  where  the  accommodation  was  insufficient,  15  wooden  risers  were 
taken  out  and  replaced  with  others  of  non-absorbent  material ;  29 
privies,  27  ashpits  and  16  water  closets  were  repaired. 

Scavenging. — This  work  was  chiefly  carried  out  by  contractors, 
though  about  one-fourth  of  the  houses"  in  the  district  were  scavenged 
by  the  council’s  employees.  The  medical  officer  again  emphasised  the 
satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  work  was  carried  out  in  those  districts 
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where  the  council’s  officials  have  full  control,  and  the  serious  tax  put 
on  the  time  of  the  officials  in  other  districts  served  by  contractors  “  who 
have  not  done  their  work  at  all  well.” 

Streets  and  Roads. — The  improvement  of  footpaths  in  the  district 
which  has  been  energetically  carried  out  for  some  years  was  continued  ; 
740  yards  of  tar  macadam  footpaths  and  1,130  yards  of  kerbing  were 
laid.  The  work  of  making  up  private  streets  was  again  very  disappoint¬ 
ing  when  the  needs  of  the  district  are  taken  into  consideration ;  two 
back  streets  and  a  portion  of  Bell’s  Place  represented  the  total 
improvements. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (R.  M.  Laverick). — The  work  carried 
out  during  the  year  under  review  was  admirably  set  out  in  the  report 
and  the  number  of  improvements  effected  is  very  creditable.  The 
special  visits  of  inspection  numbered  752,  informal  notices  358  and 
statutory  notices  11.  The  nuisances,  contraventions  of  byelaws,  etc., 
found  numbered  497,  all  of  which  were  reported  to  have  been  remedied. 
The  matters  dealt  with  included  the  following  : — offensive  accumula¬ 
tions  164,  defective  spouting  13,  foul  yards  and  passages  12,  offensive, 
out-buildings  3,  filthy  dwellings  6,  in  addition  to  several  other  matters 
set  out  in  the  previous  paragraphs. 

Requirements. — Housing.  The  improvements  effected  in  houses 
recorded  above  is  encouraging,  but  the  scope  for  and  the  long  con¬ 
tinued  need  of  further  efforts  in  this  direction  are  very  great. 
In  addition,  twTo  very  pronounced  defects,  which  exist  in  many  of  the 
houses  in  this  and  similar  districts,  do  not  appear  to  have  received  the 
attention  which  they  deserve, he.,  £he  back-to-back  condition  of  many 
houses  and  the  grossly  inadequate  bedroom  accommodation.  The  latter 
frequently  consist  of  a  low  ill-lighted  and  equally  ill-ventilated  attic, 
approached  by  a  dangerous  ladder.  The  above  very  pronounced  defects, 
should  be  dealt  with  in  all  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Regula¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  the  many  other  defects  to  which  reference  has  been 
made  in  previous  reports.  The  failure  to  deal  with  back-to-back  houses 
has  no  doubt  been  largely  due  to  the  inadequate  housing  accommodation 
in  this  district.  Reference  is  made  to  this  insufficiency  by  the  medical 
officer  who  reported  that  in  one  locality  (Netherton)  although  100 
houses  had  recently  been  built  the  supply  did  not  equal  the  demand. 
Under  such  circumstances  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  local  authority 
should  consider  the  desirability  of  carrying  out  a  housing  scheme  under 
Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

Water  Supply. — The  stand  pipe  system  of  water  distribution  should 
not  be  allowed  in  new  houses,  and  separate  services  should  be  provided 
for  all  houses  now  supplied  by  stand  pipes. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  illegal  open  channel  sewers  which  still 
exist  should  be  abolished  and  covered  sewers  and  drains,  as  required 
by  Sections  19  and  23  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  should  be  sub¬ 
stituted.  The  provisions  of  the  latter  section  should  also  be  enforced 
for  the  many  houses  in  this  district  for  which  provision  is  not  made 
for  draining  away  roof  and  surface  water. 

River  Pollution. — The  new  sewerage  scheme  above  referred  to  should 
be  followed  by  adequate  measures  for  removing  pollutions  of  the  Nether¬ 
ton  Letch,  Green  Letch,  Willow  Burn  and  Sleekburn,  which  have 
given  rise  to  serious  nuisances  and  complaints  for  a  number  of  years. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  abolition  of  foul  privy  ashpits  is  not 
proceeding  as  rapidly  as  is  desirable.  Considering  the  large  number 
of  such  structures  which  do  not  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  the  abolition  of  about  twenty  per  year  is  most 
unsatisfactory ;  at  the  above  rate  it  would  require  several  generations 
to  rid  the  district  of  “  these  menaces  to  the  public  health.”  Wherever 
a  satisfactory  sewer  is  available  the  perpetuation  of  the  conservancy 
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system  should  be  disallowed  and  the  provision  of  water  closets  should 
be  insisted  upon  not  only  for  new  houses  but  in  all  cases  where  the 
improvement  of  existing  sanitary  accommodation  is  desirable. 

Scavenging. — The  system  of  scavenging  carried  out  by  the  council’s 
employees  should  be  extended  over  the  whole  of  the  council’s  area. 
In  view  of  the  experience  of  the  council  and  its  officials  and  of  the 
many  advantages  of  such  a  system  compared  with  the  grave  disadvan- 
ages  of  the  contract  system,  it  is  surprising  that  the  council  has  not 
undertaken  the  scavenging  of  the  whole  district  and  thereby  secured 
valuable  sanitary  and  financial  advantages. 

Streets  and  Roads. — There  is  much  need  for  greater  use  of  the. 
council’s  powers  under  Section  150  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Adoptive  Acts. — The  efficient  sanitary  administration  of  this  district 
and  the  removal  of  many  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  have  long 
existed  would  be  greatly  facilitated  by  the  council’s  obtaining  increased 
legal  powers,  as  is  possible  under  the  following  Acts  : — The  Infectious 
Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890;  The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907; 
The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.  Sections  25  and  35  of 
the  last-named  Act  would  be  especially  valuable  in  dealing  with  unpaved 
yards  and  damp  houses. 

*  13*11  if  3  deaths  of  non-residents  which  occurried  within  the  district  be  deducted, 
and  if  22  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  district  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  13*31. 


Blyth. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  M.  MacLachlan,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Area,  4,312  acres ;  estimated  population,  32,066  ;  birth  rate,  30'59  ; 
general  death  rate,  *15*19;  zymotic  death  rate,  2*08;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  114*17;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0*93;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  1*90. 

Adopted  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ;  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (certain  section  of  Parts  II.,  III., 
IV.,  V.,  VI.  and  X.);  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ; 
Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  general  death  rate,  the  zymotic  death  rate 
and  the  respiratory  death  rate  have  increased  by  0*95,  0*14  and  0*57 
respectively  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  The  remaining  rates  have  decreased  as  follows  : — birth 
rate  2*16,  infant  mortality  rate  0*72  and  Phthisis  death  rate  0*50. 

The  general  death  rate  was  the  second  highest  and  the  zymotic  death 
rate  the  third  highest  recorded  in  the  administrative  county. 

Nine  hundred  and  seventy-seven  births  were  registered  during  the 
year  and  four  hundred  and  eighty-seven  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no 
births  but  5  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable 
to  other  districts,  and  that  4  births  and  32  deaths  which  took  place 
outside  the  district  related  to  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the 
district.  The  nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered 
981,  and  the  nett  deaths  514.  Of  the  latter,  112  were  of  children  under 
one  year  and  129  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

Five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
notified  as  follows  : — Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  34,  Erysipelas 
43,  Scarlet  fever  350,  Enteric  fever  22,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  48  and 
Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  30. 

Sixty-seven  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric 
fever  7,  Measles  15,  Scarlet  fever  8,  Whooping  cough  10,  Diphtheria 
and  Membranous  croup  4  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  23. 

Phthisis  caused  30  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  61  and  violence  24. 
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Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — A  considerable  increase  (139  cases) 
in  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  fever  and  a  decrease  (56  cases)  in  that  of 
Diphtheria  were  particularly  noticeable  compared  with  the  preceding 
year  (1912).  Enteric  fever  also  showed  an  increase,  22  cases  being 
notified  compared  with  9  during  1912.  The  medical  officer  attributed 
the  great  prevalence  of  Scarlet  fever  to  (1)  the  difficulty  with 
which  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  have  to  contend  in 
isolating  the  patient  (i.e.,  the  absence  of  suitable  bedroom  accommo¬ 
dation  in  many  houses),  and  (2)  the  neglect  to  secure  medical  assistance 
in  many  cases  of  illness  with  the  result  that  children  suffering  from 
mild  attacks  of  the  disease  ai’e  not  isolated  and  are  frequently  sent  to 
school  in  an  infectious  condition.  In  commenting  on  the  22  cases  of 
Enteric  fever,  seven  of  which  proved  fatal,  it  was  stated  that  probably 
some  were  due  to  sanitary  defects  and  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that 
the  disease  was  most  prevalent  in  those  wards  in  which  the  privy- 
midden  system  is  most  general. 

Anti-toxin  was  supplied  free  by  the  local  authority  in  cases  of 
Diphtheria  and  the  medical  officer  urged  the  local  practitioners  to  make 
fuller  use  of  the  facilities  provided  by  the  county  council  in  respect  of 
bacteriological  examinations  as  an  aid  to  the  early  diagnosis  of  this  and 
other  diseases. 

Only  45  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  removed  to  the  isolation 
hospital  and  the  medical  officer  expressed  regret  that  fuller  use  was 
not  made  of  the  facilities  provided  in  the  above  direction.  The  sanitary 
inspector  disinfected  405  houses  in  which  cases  of  notifiable  disease 
occurred. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable). — Measles  was  very  prevalent 
over  the  whole  district  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  15  deaths 
were  reported.  Attention  was  directed  to  the  fact  that  Measles  is  the 
most  fatal  of  the  infectious  diseases  and  to  the  need  for  parents 
recognising  much  more  fully  the  dangers  of  this  disease. 

Whooping  cough  was  also  prevalent  in  the  earlier  months  of  the  year, 
particularly  in  the  Bebside  district.  No  schools  were  closed  but  each 
of  the  elementary  schools  was  disinfected  during  the  Midsummer  and 
Christmas  holidays  as  a  precautionary  measure. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  was  very  prevalent  in  August  and  September  ; 
handbills  dealing  with  the  dangers  of  this  disease  and  the  requisite 
preventive  measures  to  be  adopted  were  distributed  throughout  the 
district. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Registered  workshops  numbered  143,  but 
only  47  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  ;  also  9  visits  were  paid  to  factories 
aad  19  to  work  places.  Nine  defects  were  found  (and  remedied),  seven 
relating  to  uncleanly  premises,  one  to  sanitary  accommodation  and  one  to 
insufficient  ventilation.  Of  the  workshops,  twelve  were  bakehouses  and 
two  of  the  defects  mentioned  were  found  in  them.  No  outworkers  were 
known  to  be  employed  in  the  district. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds :. — Nineteen  cowkeepers  were  on  the  register  and 
the  total  number  of  dairy  cows  kept  was,  approximately,  200.  A  con¬ 
siderable  proportion  of  the  milk  supply  was  imported  and  sold  in  milk- 
shops  or  by  the  producers  but  the  number  of  milkshops  was  not  stated 
in  the  report.  All  premises  within  the  council’s  area  connected  with 
the  milk  supply  were  “regularly  inspected,”  and  cleansing,  lime¬ 
washing,  etc.,  of  these  were  “  regularly  attended  to.”  No  allusion  was 
made  in  the  report  to  the  structural  condition  of  the  cowsheds,  nor  were 
any  improvements  reported. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  were  nineteen  slaughter  houses  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  10  of  which  were  owned  by  the  local  authority  and  occupied 
separately  by  the  various  tenants.  No  distinction  appears  to  have  been 
made  between  “  licensed  ”  and  “  registered  ”  slaughter  houses  as 
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required  by  Section  169  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875.  No  reference 
was  made  in  the  report  to  the  number  of  visits  of  inspection  paid  nor 
to  the  number  of  defects  or  contraventions  of  byelaws  met  with  or 
remedied.  No  action  was  taken  under  the  unsound  food  clauses  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts.  With  a  view  to  securing  conformity  with  the 
council’s  byelaws,  extracts  of  the  principal  byelaws  were  printed  and 
distributed  among  the  various  occupiers. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Four  such  premises  were  on  the  register 
and  although  frequent  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  “  everything  was 
found  in  order  and  in  conformity  with  the  byelaws.”  One  case  of 
infectious  disease  (Erysipelas)  was  reported  and  suitable  measures  were 
adopted. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. — Although  several  houses  of  this  character 
exist  in  the  district  and  the  council  in  1909  framed  byelaws  for  their 
regulation,  for  the  third  year  in  succession  no  administrative  action 
taken  with  a  view  to  enforcing  the  byelaws  was  reported. 

Refuse  Disposal  and i  Scavenging .> — The  refuse  collected  was,  as 
regards  more  than  a  third,  disposed  of  by  tipping,  and  the  remainder 
was  supplied  to  local  farmers  for  manurial  purposes,  except  a  small 
proportion  of  easily  combustible  matter  which  was  burned.  The 
medical  officer  reported  that  the  work  of  scavenging  was  satisfactorily 
performed  by  the  council’s  staff  and  “it  is  rare  that  any  complaint  is 
received.  ” 

Improvements. — Housing, — Forty-six  houses  were  erected  and  certi¬ 
fied  for  habitation  as  follows  : — North  and  South  Wards  29,  East  and 
West  Wards  15,  New  Delaval  2.  The  sanitary  inspector  pointed  out 
that  the  failure  of  a  local  fishing  company  had  an  appreciable  influence 
on  the  housing  accommodation.  The  company,  about  three  years  ago, 
built  fifty  houses  for  its  employees  and  the  removal  of  the  latter  from 
the  district  when  operations  were  suspended  resulted  in  many  houses 
being  for  a  time  unoccupied.  The  demand  for  houses,  however,  was 
such  that  all  were  shortly  re-occupied. 

Sixty-nine  houses  were  inspected  in  accordance  with  the  Housing 
Regulations.  Of  these,  58  were  “  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ” 
and  in  11,  various  defects  were  reported,  chiefly  relating  to  sanitary 
accommodation  and  yard  paving.  All  the  defects  were  remedied.  One 
house  at  Cowpen  was  entirely  re-roofed  and  several  other  improvements 
were  carried  out.  Credit  was  given  in  the  report  for  improvements 
effected  by  a  local  colliery  company  : — at  Cowpen,  during  the  years 
1912-13,  improvements  were  carried  out  in  174  of  the  company’s  houses  ; 
a  large  scullery  kitchen,  furnished  with  an  open  fireplace  and  set-pot,  was 
built  at  the  rear  of  each  cottage  by  which  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  the  occupants  was  very  appreciably  increased  as  many  of  the  domestic 
duties,  e.g.,  washing  was  previously  carried  out  in  the  living  room, 
which  was,  in  many  instances,  of  necessity  also  used  as  a  bedroom. 

Water  Supply. — The  scheme  for  augmenting  the  town’s  supply,  to 
which  allusion  was  made  in  the  report  for  the  preceding  year,  was  com¬ 
pleted  and  was  reported  to  have  “proved  most  satisfactory.”  The 
supply  is  pumped  from  a  disused  coal  pit  at  Hepscott,  where  new 
pumping  machinery  was  laid  down  and  a  reservoir  constructed. 

Chemical  examinations  and  a  series  of  bacteriological  examinations  of 
the  new  supply  were  made  and  satisfactory  reports  obtained.  The 
council’s  mains  were  extended  as  follows  : — East  and  West  Wards  420 
yards,  North  and  South  Wards  171  yards,  New  Delaval  Ward  50  yards; 
total,  641  yards.  Seventy-two  new  service  pipes  were  laid  to  dwelling- 
houses,  etc. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  South  Blyth  storm  water  sewer  was 

extended  for  a  distance  of  140  yards  and  at  Alexandra  Crescent  a 

sewer  30  yards  in  length  was  laid.  The  medical  officer  reported 
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that  the  sewerage  system  of  the  district  was  “  sufficient  and 
efficient,  and  was  furnished  with  proper  provision  for  flushing  and 
ventilation.”  These  remarks,  however,  can  scarcely  be  applied  to  the 
open  channel  sewers  which  still  exist  in  the  district.  A  regrettable 
feature  in  the  report  is,  that  no  improvements  in  house  drainage  are 
recorded  though  attention  has  been  previously  drawn  to  the  great  need 
for  such  improvements,  especially  in  the  colliery  areas. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — Twenty-three  privies  were  abolished  and 
water  closets  substituted.  In  five  of  these  instances  the  work  was 
carried  out  as  the  result  of  notices  under  the  Housing  Acts ;  the 
remainder  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907,  the  council  contributing  half  the  cost.  The  sanitary 
inspector  testified  to  the  clean  and  satisfactory  conditions  which 
resulted  from  the  above  alterations.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  learn 
that  all  the  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  were  provided  with  water 
closets. 

Streets  and  Roads.— The  surveyor  reported  that  several  streets,  both 
back  and  front,  were  made  up  during  tire  year  (including  those  at  Kitty 
Brewster  and  Bell’s  Row),  the  above  improvements  being  specifically 
set  out  in  his  report  which  was  appended  to  that  of  the  medical  officer. 

Sanitary  Inspector' s  Report  (J.  Fawcett).— An  interesting  report  of 
the  work  of  the  year  was  submitted  and  many  important  aspects  of  the 
local  sanitary  administration  were  included  and  discussed.  The 
tabular  statement  required  by  Article  XX.  (16)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
Order,  1910,  was  not  included  and  the  particulars  of  administrative 
action  taken  is,  therefore,  incomplete  in  several  particulars.  Eighty- 
three  notices  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  weve  served  but  whether 
these  were  informal  or  statutory  was  not  stated,  nor  was  reference 
made  to  the  matters  dealt  with  nor  to  the  result  of  the  notices. 

Requirements. — Housing. — Considering  the  condition  of  a  very  large 
number  of  the  older  houses  in  this  district,  the  action  taken  to  compel 
the  owners  to  carry  out  much-needed  improvements  is  extremely  dis¬ 
appointing.  The  need  for  a  much  fuller  recognition  and  use  of  the 
■council’s  powers  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  the  Housing  Regulations 
of  1910  is  apparent  considering  that  them  are  5,780  working-class 
dwellings  (i.e.,  under  =£16  rateable  value)  in  the  district  and  that  from 
the  date  of  the  Regulations  to  the  end  of  the  year  under  review — over 
three  years — only  104  houses  had  been  inspected  ;  in  other  words,  at  the 
present  rate  of  inspection  it  will  take  nearly  two  centuries  to  make  the 
required  survey  of  the  houses  which  now  exist.  In  all  houses  dealt 
with  the  nature  of  the  bedroom  accommodation,  which  the  housing- 
inspector  points  out  is  the  greatest  defect,  should  have  special  atten¬ 
tion,  as  also  the  back-to-back  condition  of  several  houses  and  the  very 
insufficient  means  of  ventilation  in  others  not  built  back-to-back. 

Water  Supply, — The  standpipe  system  of  distribution  should  not  be 
allowed  for  new  houses,  and  where  this  system  has  been  adopted  for 
■older  houses  its  abolition  should  be  urged  or  compelled. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  illegal  open  channel  sewers  which  still 
■exist  should  be  abolished  and  the  council’s  obligation  to  provide 
covered  sewers  (Section  19)  and  to  enforce  the  provision  of  covered 
-drains  (Section  23)  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  should  be  no 
longer  neglected.  The  provisions  of  the  section  last  mentioned  should 
also  be  enforced  in  order  that  satisfactory  provision  for  the  drainage  of 
roof  and  surface  water  fom  houses  may  be  made  in  the  considerable 
number  of  instances  where  such  provision  is  absent  or  insufficient. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  abolition  of  insanitary  privy  ashpits, 
though  more  energetically  carried  out  during  the  year  under  review  than 
formerly,  made  very  slow  progress.  No  enterprising  sanitary  authority 
in  whose  district  there  are  nearly  3,500  structures  of  this  insanitary  type 
.should  be  satisfied  with  their  abolition  at  the  rate  of  about  20  per  year 
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and  the  continued  existence  and  foul  condition  of  many  of  these  struc¬ 
tures  is  a  grave  reflection  on  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  district. 
The  plea  which  the  sanitary  inspector  makes  in  his  report  for  more 
energetic  action  in  the  direction  indicated  is  well  grounded  and  should 
receive  the  early  and  sympathetic  consideration  of  the  council. 

Refuse  Disposal. — -The  medical  officer  urged  the  sanitary  authority 
to  take  into  consideration  the  present  unsatisfactory  system  which,  he 
pointed  out,  “is  derogatory  to  the  health  of  the  district  and  conducive  to 
“  the  annual  plague  of  flies  and  the  resultant  pollution  of  food,  etc., 
“  which,  in  many  cases,  is  the  origin  and  cause  of  the  spread  of  such 
“  diseases  as  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  Enteric  fever,  etc.”  The  suggestion 
was  made  that  tipping  should  be  discontinued  and  the  refuse  collected 
should  be  barged  to  sea  or  dealt  with  by  a  modern  refuse  destructor. 

Streets  and  Roads. — The  improvement  of  the  streets  and  roads,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  colliery  areas,  is  long  overdue  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  recent  deliberations  of  the  council  will  result  in  very  radical  changes. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act, 
1907,  and  the  appointment  of  a  health  visitor  is  extremely  desirable  in 
this  district. 

Disinfection. — A  steam  disinfector  has  long  been  needed  in  this 
district,  especially  since  dangerous  infectious  diseases  may  at  any  time 
be  introduced  by  reason  of  the  local  shipping  industry. 

Annual  Report. — The  tabular  statements  required  by  Article  V.  of  the 
Housing  Regulations  and  Article  XX.  (16)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
Order,  1910,  should  not  be  omitted  in  future  annual  reports.  " 

*  16*03  if  5  deaths  of  non-residents  which  occurred  within  the  district  he  deducted, 
and  if  32  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  distiict  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  16*58. 


Oramlington. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  James  Anderson,  M.B.,  C.M.,  B.Hy. 

Area,  4583  acres  ;  estimated  population,  8,250 ;  birth  rate,  27' 63 ; 
general  death  rate,  *13'69  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  0’97  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  162'28  ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0'72 ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  2‘42. 

Adopted  Acts.— Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Part  III.)  ; 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890:  Notification  of  Births  Act' 
1907  ;  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  general  death  rate,  the  infant  mortality  rate 
and  the  Phthisis  death  rate  have  increased,  in  comparison  with  the 
corresponding  rates  for  the  preceding  year,  by  1*79,  57‘68  and  0'60 
respectively ;  the  remaining  rates  have  decreased  as  follows  : — birth  rate 
1'69,  zymotic  death  rate  0‘ 25  and  respiratory  death  rate  0‘ 03. 

In  this  district  was  recorded  the  highest  infant  mortality  rate  in  the 
administrative  county. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  births  were  registered  during  the 
year  and  one  hundred  and  thirteen  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births 
but  one  death  occurring  in  the  district  was  properly  assignable  to 
another  district  and  that  six  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the 
district  were  of  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The 
nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  228,  and  the 
nett  deaths  118.  Of  the  latter,  37  were  of  children  under  one  year  and 
30  of  persons  65  years  ond  upwards. 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
as  follows  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  1,  Ervsipelas  3,  Scarlet 
fever  119,  Enteric  fever  4,  Poliomyelitis  1,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  7 
and  Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  11. 
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Eight  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric  fever  1, 
Scarlet  fever  2  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  5. 

Phthisis  caused  6  deaths  and  respiratory  diseases  20. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable). — The  notifications  received  numbered 
146  as  against  33  during  the  preceding  year.  This  very  appreciable 
increase  was  almost  entirely  due  to  a  widespread  epidemic  of  Scarlet 
fever.  The  disease  was,  however,  of  an  exceedingly  mild  type  and  only 
two  of  the  cases  terminated  fatally.  The  following  table  indicates  the 
localities  in  which  each  class  of  infectious  disease  occurred  and  the 
number  of  cases  notified  : — 


Sub-distric.s. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Ery¬ 

sipelas. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Polio¬ 

myelitis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Totals. 

Pul¬ 

monary. 

Other 

Forms. 

Cramlington  Village,  etc.  ... 

— 

2 

31 

1 

— 

2 

— 

36 

West  Cramlington  ... 

— 

— 

16 

— 

1 

— 

— 

17 

East  Cramlington 

1 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

2 

9 

High  Pit,  Klondvke,  etc.  ... 

— 

45 

3 

— 

2 

2 

52 

Shankhouse  ... 

7 

— 

— 

— 

2 

9 

East  Hartford 

— 

1 

15 

— 

— 

1 

5 

22 

West  Hartford 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Whole  district  ... 

1 

3 

119 

4 

1 

7 

11 

146 

Only  three  of  the  above  cases  were  removed  to  the  council’s  isolation 
hospital.  The  medical  officer,  however,  makes  reference  to  the  very 
imperfect  isolation  of  many  cases  nursed  at  home  and  especially  to  the 
pernicious  practice  of  neighbours  visiting  infected  houses.  The  sanitary 
inspector  disinfected  80  houses  in  which  cases  of  the  above  diseases 
occurred,  fumigation  by  formaldehyde  being  the  method  employed.  No 
steam  disinfector  is  available  in  the  district. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable). — Influenza  was  very  prevalent 
and  six  deaths  from  this  disease  were  recorded.  No  other  diseases 
falling  within  this  category  were  prevalent  to  any  appreciable  extent 
and  on  no  occasion  was  it  found  necessary  to  resort  to  school  closure. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Seven  workshops,  one  of  which  was  a  bake¬ 
house,  wrnre  on  the  register  ;  there  were  also  two  factories  in  the  district. 
The  occupier  of  each  of  these  premises  was  the  local  co-operative 
society  and  the  conditions  were  reported  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 
Seventy  visits  of  inspection  were  paid,  only  one  defect,  which  was 
remedied,  being  met  with.  No  home-workers  were  employed. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Nine  cowkeepers  were  on  the  register,  and  one 
milkshop.  The  various  premises  were  regularly  inspected  during  the 
year,  52  visits  having  been  paid.  Four  contraventions  of  the  council’s 
regulations  were  found,  all  of  which  were  remedied  in  compliance  with 
informal  notices  served  by  the  sanitary  inspector.  The  medical  officer 
reported  that  none  of  the  milk  supplies  had  been  found  to  have  any  con¬ 
nection  with  any  of  the  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  and  that  no 
instances  of  tuberculous  milk  had  been  discovered  or  complained  of. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  only  slaughter  houses  in  this  district  are  two, 
at  Shankhouse  and  Cramlington  Village,  occupied  by  the  local  co¬ 
operative  society.  The  medical  officer  points  out  that  neither  of  these 
premises  has  been  “licensed”  nor  “registered”  and  the  council  has  not 
yet  framed  byelaws  for  the  regulation  of  these  premises.  They  are, 
however,  in  good  structural  condition  and  generally  well  kept.  Sixty 
visits  of  inspection  were  paid  ;  three  defects  were  found  and  subse¬ 
quently  remedied.  No  action  under  the  unsound  food  clauses  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  was  found  to  be  necessary. 
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Offensive  Trades. — Two  premises  occupied  by  tripe  boilers  were  on 
the  register  and  although  the  local  authority  has  not  yet  adopted  byelaws 
for  the  regulation  of  such  premises,  the  report  stated  that,  in 
both  instances,  the  general  conditions  are  satisfactory  and  no  complaints 
were  received. 

Scavenging. — This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  council,  the  team  labour 
alone  being  obtained  by  contract.  The  council  has,  however,  adopted  a 
scheme  for  providing  all  the  team  labour  required  in  the  future.  Not  a 
single  complaint  was  received  of  the  manner  in  which  this  work  was 
carried  out,  a  state  of  affairs  which  not  only  reflects  credit  on  the 
council  and  its  staff,  but  also  serves  as  an  admirable  object-lesson  to 
neighbouring  authorities  who  still  rely  on  the  unsatisfactory  contract 
system. 

Improvements. — Housing. — Building  operations  were  more  active  than 
during  the  preceding  year,  but  the  housing  accommodation  of  the  district 
was  not  increased,  as  although  38  new  houses  were  built  and  25  others 
were  in  course  of  erection  42  houses  were  closed  and  24  of  these  were 
demolished.  The  above  improvements  were  carried  out  at  East  (  ram- 
lington  where  55  dilapidated,  back-to-back  houses  were  in  process  of 
demolition  and  new  houses  of  modern  type  were  being  erected  on  the 
same  and  an  adjoining  site.  In  other  parts  of  the  district  the  record  of 
improvements  was  very  unsatisfactory.  The  housing  inspector  reported 
that  of  the  125  houses  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Regulations  28 
were  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  but  not  a  single  closing 
order  was  issued,  and  in  only  21  houses  had  repairs  been  effected. 
Many  housing  defects  were  remedied  by  action  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  e.</.,  structural  defects  and  dampness,  in  54  instances  :  defective 
spouting,  78 ;  insanitary  and  unpaved  yards,  6.  Six  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  were  dealt  with  and  five  of  these  had  been  remedied  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — No  extensions  of  the  sewerage  system  were 
carried  out  although  some  progress  was  made  towards  providing  an 
improved  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  Shankhouse  and 
East  Hartford.  Several  improvements  in  house  drainage  were  effected 
as  a  result  of  informal  notices  served  by  the  sanitary  inspector.  In  79 
instances  of  defective  and  insufficient  drainage  the  matters  complained 
•of  were  remedied. 

Streets  and  Roads. — The  making  up  of  the  back  street  on  the  south 
side  of  Station  Road  as  the  result  of  formal  procedure  under  Section  150 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  resulted  in  a  very  marked  improvement 
in  this  locality  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  sanitary  authority 
should  continue  this  work  in  several  other  parts  of  the  district. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  medical  officer  reported  that  the  sani¬ 
tary  accommodation  in  this  district  consisted  of  1,138  privies  connected 
to  ashpits,  504  “  ashclosets,”  25  pail  closets  and  108  water  closets. 
Twenty-two  ashpit  privies  were  abolished  during  the  year,  three  being 
replaced  by  water  closets  and  the  remainder  by  “ashclosets.’'  The 
total  number  of  informal  notices  served  by  the  sanitary  inspector  in 
reference  to  the  above  structures  was  121  and  in  105  cases  the  notices 
were  complied  with. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (W.  J.  Coulson). — The  visits  of  inspection 
paid  by  this  officer  totalled  726,  and  556  informal  notices  referring  to 
various  defects  and  nuisances,  etc.,  were  served.  About  two-thirds  of 
the  notices  were  not  complied  with,  and  although  54  statutory  notices 
were  served  in  only  four  cases  was  the  requisite  work  carried  out.  The 
various  matters  dealt  with  were  set  out  in  tabular  form  in  the  report, 
as  required  by  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1910. 

Requirements. — Housing.  The  extremely  unsatisfactory  state  of  many 
houses  in  this  district  has  been  the  subject  of  comment  on  previous 
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occasions  but  the  council’s  powers  in  the  direction  of  securing  ameliora¬ 
tive  measures  were  still  being  very  indifferently  used.  The  Housing 
Regulations  return  for  the  year  shows  that  although  28  representations 
were  made  to  the  council  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  not  a  single 
closing  order  was  made.  Further,  although  42  notices  relating  to  back- 
to-back  houses  were  served  and  the  defects  complained  of  were  un¬ 
remedied,  no  effective  steps  appear  to  have  been  taken  for  compelling  the 
owners  to  comply  with  the  notices  served.  The  inaction  of  former  years 
in  the  direction  of  housing  improvements  will  not  be  counter-balanced 
unless  more  stringent  measures  are  adopted  for  serving  and  enforcing 
notices  dealing  with  the  various  defects  reported  by  the  officials. 

Water  Supply. — The  distribution  of  water  by  the  stand-pipe  system 
should  be  prohibited  as  regards  all  new  houses  and  the  substitution  of 
private  services  to  houses  now  served  by  stand-pipes  (and  especially  first 
floor  flats)  should  be  urged. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  abolition  of  the  mai  y  illegal  open 
channel  sewers  which  abound  in  this  district  is  an  urgent  necessity.  In 
addition  to  the  illegality  of  such  a  system  of  sewerage  the  nuisances  and 
public  health  disadvantages  of  open  sewers  render  the  continuance  of 
these  conditions  a  reproach  to  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  dis¬ 
trict.  As  the  medical  officer  cogently  remarks,  “  they  are  never  kept 
“  clean  and  should  be  done  away  with,  their  place  being  taken  by 
“  covered  drains.” 

The  proposed  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  East  Hart¬ 
ford  and  Shankhouse  should  be  carried  out,  and  measures  should  be 
adopted  for  remedying  the  gross  pollution  of  water-courses  by  crude 
sewage  at  West  and  South  Cramlington. 

Improvements  in  the  drainage  of  many  houses  in  this  district  are 
also  much  needed  and  especially  provision  for  roof  and  surface  water 
drainage. 

Sanitary  Accommodation.  The  abolition  of  insanitary  uncovered 
privy  ashpits  has  not  up  to  the  present  received  the  attention  which  the 
public  health  necessities  of  the  district  demand  and  it  is  regrettable 
that  the  lecoid  of  the  year  under  review  is  less  satisfactory  as  regards 
the  extension  of  the  water-carriage  system  than  that  of  the  preceding 
year  The  perpetuation  of  the  conservancy  system  should  be  prohibited 
for  all  new  houses  and  in  dealing  with  foul  privy  ashpits  the  substitu¬ 
tion  of  water  closets  should  be  enforced  whenever  the  water  supply  and 
sewerage  system  are  suitable.  Furthermore,  the  repairing  of  foul  'privy 
ashpits  should  be  discountenanced  by  the  local  authority  and  their 
abolition  insisted  upon. 

Removal  of  Nuisances.— The  proportion  of  nuisances  abated  to  notices 
served  is  still  so  low  as  to  constitute  a  serious  reflection  on  the  sanitary 
administration  of  the  district  and  suggests  the  need  for  the  officials 
receiving  greater  support  from  the  council  in  their  endeavours  to 
remove  many  of  those  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  have  already 
existed  too  long.  It  is  also  desirable  that  the  nuisances  arising  from 
unpaved  yards  should  receive  greater  attention. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Now  that  the  council  has,  at  last,  utilised  its 
powers  in  enforcing  the  improvements  of  private  streets  and  has 
adopted  the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892,  the  undoubted  benefits 
which  result  from  such  action  should  be  extended  to  many  other  parts 
of  the  district  where  improvements  in  the  direction  indicated  are  long 
overdue. 

Slaughter  Houses,  etc. — The  council  should  without  further  delay 
fulfil  its  obligation  of  “  licensing  ”  or  “  registering  ”  the  slaughter 
houses  in  the  district  as  well  as  of  framing  and  adopting  byelaws 
dealing  with  such  premises.  It  is  also  advisable  that  byelaws  for  the 
regulation  of  offensive  trades  should  be  adopted. 
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Disinfection. — The  absence  of  any  provision  for  the  efficient  dis¬ 
infection  of  bulky  articles — mattresses,  bedding,  etc.  which  have  been 
exposed  to  infection  should  receive  the  attention  of  the  council,  and  the 
provision  of  a  steam  disinfector  for  this  district  or  conjointly  with  one 
or  more  adjacent  districts  is  the  only  satisfactory  method  of  meeting 
this  requirement. 

*  1430  if  the  death  of  a  non-resident  which  occurred  within  the  district  be  deducted, 
and  if  six  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  district  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  14'38. 


Earsdon. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Taylor  Dixon,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Area,  4,705  acres  ;  estimated  population,  10,900  ;  birth  rate,  32' 75  ; 
general  death  rate,  *13'21 ;  zymotic  death  rate,  1'74;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  128'85 ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  1'56 ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  2' 29. 

Adopted  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Parts  II.  and  III.),  Private  Street 
Works  Act,  1892. 

In  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  preceding  year 
the  birth  rate  has  decreased  by  0'67  ;  the  remaining  rates  have  increased 
as  follows  : — general  death  rate  1'07,  zymotic  death  rate  0'63,  infant 
mortality  rate  45  75,  Phthisis  death  rate  O' 2 7  and  the  respiratory  death 
rate  1'28. 

The  birth  rate  was  the  second  highest  recorded  in  the  administrative 
county. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-six  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  one  hundred  and  forty-four  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  but 
5  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other 
districts  and  that  one  birth  and  17  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the 
district  related  to  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The 
nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  357,  and  the 
nett  deaths  156.  Of  the  latter,  46  were  of  children  under  one  year 
and  28  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-one  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
as  follows  : — Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  44,  Erysipelas  8, 
Scarlet  fever  115,  Enteric  fever  3,  Puerperal  fever  1,  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  14  and  Tuberculosis  (other  than  pulmonary)  6. 

Nineteen  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric  fever  1, 
Measles  1,  Scarlet  fever  3,  Whooping  cough  1,  Diphtheria  and  Mem¬ 
branous  croup  2,  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  11. 

Phthisis  caused  17  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  25  and  violence  4. 

The  following  table  gives  statistical  information  relating  to  each  of 
the  sub-districts  into  which  the  medical  officer  divides  the  district  : — 


Sub- districts. 

Popu¬ 

lation. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

deaths. 

Zymotic 

deaths. 

Infectious 

diseases. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
births. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

notified. 

Attack 
rate  per 
1000  pop. 

Earsdon 

3,980 

137 

34'4 

62 

15*6 

19 

138'6 

5 

1-26 

64 

16-1 

Backworth  .  . 

2,245 

57 

25 '4 

21 

9'3 

3 

52'6 

1 

0-44 

40 

17  8 

Holywell 

3,402 

112 

329 

45 

13  2 

16 

1428 

7 

205 

58 

17-0 

Mur  ton 

1,273 

51 

40'0 

28 

22'0 

8 

156-8 

6 

4-71 

29 

22-8 

Whole  district 

10,900 

357 

32'7 

156 

143 

46 

128-8 

19 

1  74 

191 

17-5 
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Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable). — A  considerable  increase  was  shown 
in  the  number  of  cases  notified  compared  with  the  figures  for  either  of 
the  two  years  immediately  preceding.  This  increase  was  almost  entirely 
due  to  epidemics  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  fever,  the  attack  rates  of 
these  two  diseases  representing  4'03  and  10‘5  respectively  per  1,000 
population.  The  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  district  and 
among  the  difficulties  experienced  in  controlling  these  outbreaks  the 
medical  officer  specially  refers  to  one,  viz.,  the  pernicious  practice  which 
is  still  common,  of  visiting,  by  friends  and  neighbours,  houses  in  which 
cases  of  infectious  disease  are  present.  Handbills  were  printed  and 
distributed  warning  the  public  of  the  dangers  attending  this  practice. 
The  cases  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital  numbered  92,  these  repre¬ 
senting  56  per  cent,  of  the  cases  of  the  ttiree  principal  diseases  (Scarlet 
fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  fever).  Seventy-five  houses  and  four 
schools  were  disinfected  by  the  sanitary  inspector  in  consequence  of 
outbreaks  of  the  above-named  diseases.  All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  noti¬ 
fied  wTere  specially  visited  and  disinfection  of  the  premises  was  carried 
out  in  all  houses  in  which  the  disease  proved  fatal. 

Factories  and  W  or  h  shops. — The  workshops  in  this  district  numbered 
21  and  the  factories  6  :  each  was  visited  twice  during  the  year.  Only 
one  bakehouse  was  on  the  register.  The  only  contraventions  of  the  Act 
reported  had  reference  to  lime-washing  and  in  three  instances  notices 
were  served  and  subsequently  complied  with. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Twenty-six  cowkeepers  and  three  purveyors 
of  milk  were  on  the  register.  The  various  premises  were  inspected  on 
58  occasions  by  the  officials  of  the  sanitary  authority  and  the  conditions 
as  regards  cleanliness  found  to  be  satisfactory.  All  the  cowsheds  are 
provided  with  a  supply  of  water  from  the  council’s  mains.  No  struc¬ 
tural  improvements  were  reported,  but  a  plan  for  a  new  cowshed  at 
Seaton  Terrace  was  passed  by  the  council. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  were  seven  private  slaughter  houses  in  the 
district  but  the  local  authority  had  still  failed  to  meet  its  legal  obliga¬ 
tion  to  make  byelaws  dealing  with  the  registration,  licensing  and  general 
control  of  these  premises.  Attention  to  this  omission  was  again  directed 
by  both  the  medical  officer  and  the  sanitary  inspector  in  their  respective 
reports.  It  was  reported  that  the  provision  made  for  the  temporary 
storage  of  garbage  was  unsatisfactory  in  some  instances.  With  this 
exception  no  defects  were  reported  nor  was  any  action  taken  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  the  unsound  food  clauses  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts. 

Improvements. — Housing. — Although  the  need  for  housing  accommo¬ 
dation  in  this  district  becomes  year  by  year  increasingly  acute,  the 
number  of  houses  erected  again  shows  a  reduction  when  compared 
with  previous  years,  the  number  for  the  year  under  review  being  13. 
As  regards  the  improvement  of  existing  houses  the  report  is  again  most 
unsatisfactory.  Of  the  195  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Regu¬ 
lations  in  only  six  were  the  defects  remedied,  although  notices  were 
served  requiring  improvements  to  be  carried  out  in  101  instances.  At 
North  Row,  East  Holywell,  33  houses  with  low  attic  bedrooms  were 
improved  by  raising  the  side  walls  and  roofs,  thus  giving  additional 
air  space  and  accommodation. 

Water  Supply.— This  continued  to  be  obtained  from  the  mains  of  the 
Newcastle  &  Gateshead  Water  Company,  the  local  council  acting  as  the 
distributing  authority,  and,  with  the  exception  of  eight  houses  still  obtain¬ 
ing  water  from  the  well  at  Holywell  Village,  the  whole  of  ~fche  houses  in  the 
district  are  now  supplied  from  the  council’s  mains.  The  latter  were 
extended  for  a  distance  of  300  yards,  at  Duchess  Street,  Garden  Terrace, 
Holywell  Village,  and  Backworth  Brickworks.  Ten  new  service  con¬ 
nections  for  houses  were  made,  two  at  Holywell  Village  and  eisht  at 
the  Holywell  Miners’  Homes.  A  gradual  increase  in  the  consumption 
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has  been  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  but  during  1913  the  average 
consumption  per  head  per  day  was  9' 8  gallons  compared  with  9' 9  gallons 
in  1912. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — Extensions  of  the  sewerage  system  were 
carried  out  for  Bertram  Place  (725  yards),  Seaton  Terrace  Miners' 
Homes  (908  yards),  Holywell  Miners’  Homes  (100  yards)  ;  also  at  Well- 
held,  Earsdon,  Earsdon  Road,  West  View  and  Holywell  Village  (150 
yards).  Several  improvements  to  private  drainage  systems  were 
reported  ;  at  the  Backworth  Council  School  the  drains  were  relaid  ;  at 
Louisa  and  Percy  Streets,  Shiremoor,  gullies  and  branch  drains  were 
provided  in  lieu  of  offensive  surface  channels  ;  in  other  parts  of  the 
district  276  yards  of  new  drains  were  laid  and  100  yards  of  defective 
drains  taken  up  and  relaid. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — Twenty-one  privy  ashpits  were  abolished 
during  the  year,  “  ash-closets  ”  and,  in  three  cases,  water  closets  being 
substituted.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  last-mentioned  structures 
did  not  figure  more  prominently  in  the  substitutions  referred  to. 

Streets  and  Roads. — The  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  streets 
and  roads  in  this  district  has  been  the  subject  of  favourable  comment  in 
previous  reports  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  this  work  is  being 
continued.  During  the  year  under  review  the  following  streets  were 
made  up  by  the  local  coal  company  : — Miners’  Homes,  Burn  Row, 
Double  Row,  Office  Row  and  the  side  street  at  Bates’  Cottages,  Holy- 
well.  New  asphalte  footpaths  were  laid  at  Holywell  Village,  Church 
Pit  Road,  and  Cowan’s  Lane  and  about  500  yards  of  footpath  kerbing 
were  put  down. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  JReport  (J.  R.  Macmillen). — Visits  of  inspection 
numbered  926,  and  the  various  defects  met  with  were  the  subject  of  483 
informal  notices.  Although  only  about  one-fifth  of  the  notices  wefe 
complied  with  no  statutory  notices  appear  to  have  been  served. 

Acquirements. — Housing.— The  annual  return  of  work  carried  out  in 
pursuance  of  the  Housing  Regulations  is  again  a  most  unsatisfactory 
record  and  the  comments  made  in  the  county  medical  officer’s  report 
for  1912  are  again  applicable.  The  houses  inspected  numbered  195  ;  six 
of  these  were  represented  to  the  council  as  being  unfit  for  habitation, 
and,  as  regards  the  various  defects  in  other  houses,  128  informal  notices 
were  served  by  the  housing  inspector.  No  closing  orders  were  made 
by  the  local  authority,  and  although  in  only  six  instances  were  the 
defects  remedied  not  a  single  statutory  notice  was  served.  Further, 
the  report  contains  no  record  of  any  improvements  carried  out  as 
regards  the  124  houses  which  were  reported  to  be  unfit  for  habitation 
in  1-912.  It  is  therefore  obvious,  when  this  inglorious  record  is  con¬ 
sidered,  that  the  council  is  very  seriously  in  default  as  regards  the 
exercise  of  its  powers  under  the  Housing  Acts,  and  unless  some  radical 
change  in  policy  and  administration  is  shown  in  the  immediate  future 
it  will  be  necessary  to  exercise  coercive  measures  in  order  to 
enforce  the  necessary  action  by  the  council.  No  doubt  the  dearth 
of  housing  accommodation  is  to  some  extent  responsible  for  the 
remissness  of  the  council  in  failing  to  deal  with  houses  admittedly 
unfit  for  habitation,  and  for  this  reason  alone  it  is  extremely  desirable 
that  the  scheme  (adopted  July,  1914)  for  providing  110  cottages  at  West 
Holywell  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  (  lasses  Act, 
1890,  should  be  urgently  pressed  forward.  So  long  as  the  present  need 
for  additional  accommodation  remains,  the  work  of  improving  the 
existing  houses  will  be  all  the  more  difficult,  even  if  the  council  is 
earnestly  desirous  of  so  doing. 

Water  Supply. — The  substitution  of  separate  service  pipes  for  houses 
in  place  of  stand  pipes  is  very  much  needed  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
full  advantage  will  be  taken  of  the  concessions  recently  made  by  the 
council  with  the  object  of  encouraging  property  owners  to  improve 
water  distribution. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  for  Havelock  Place  and  Low  Steads,  which  has  been 
“  under  consideration  ”  for  an  unduly  long  period,  should  be  proceeded 
with  and  the  pollution  of  the  Seaton  Burn  from  these  sources  removed 
without  further  delay.  The  drainage  of  many  of  the  older  houses  in 
this  district  remains  inadequate,  especially  as  regards  the  removal  of 
roof  and  surface  water.  A  fuller  use  of  the  powers  given  under  Section 
23  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  is  therefore  extremely  desirable. 

Sanitary  Accommodation.— When  the  number  of  insanitary  privy  ash¬ 
pits  which  still  exist  in  this  district  is  considered  the  record  of  improve¬ 
ments  effected  during  the  year  under  review  is  decidedly  meagre.  It  is  also 
extremely  disappointing  to  find  that  the  water-carriage  system  is  being 
so  rarely  installed  either  in  new  houses  or  during  improvements  of  sani¬ 
tary  accommodation  in  existing  houses  The  powers  which  the  council 
now  possess  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  should 
be  made  use  of,  both  as  regards  new  and  existing  houses,  when  their 
sanitary  accommodation  is  under  consideration  and  the  provision  of  a 
water  closet  should  be  insisted  upon  wherever  a  satisfactory  sewer  and 
water  supply  are  available. 

Scavenging. — The  contract  system  of  scavenging  still  remained  and 
the  report  of  the  sanitary  inspector  again  gives  evidence  of  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  manner  in  wdiich  some  of  the  contractors  carried  out  their  work. 
This  experience  is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  district  under  review,  as 
serious  inconvenience  to  householders  as  well  as  possible  dangers  to  the 
public  health  are  almost  invariably  associated  with  any  system  of 
scavenging  by  contract.  It  is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the 
council  do  not  inaugurate  a  system  of  scavenging  by  its  own  workmen 
and  directly  supervised  by  its  own  officials,  a  course  which  has  been 
successfully  adopted  by  several  neighbouring  authorities  and  has  resulted 
in  benefits  from  both  a  sanitary  and  financial  point  of  view. 

Removal  of  Nuisances. — That  some  very  drastic  reform  is  needed  in 
the  direction  of  meeting  the  council’s  obligations  under  Section  92  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  is  evidenced  by  the  annual  return  of  the 
sanitary  inspector.  The  various  matters  met  with  in  the  course  of 
inspections  which  called  for  administrative  action  were  the  subject  of 
483  informal  notices.  Of  these,  89  were  minor  nuisances  relating  to 
choked  drains,  ashpits  requiring  scavenging,  etc.,  which  were  suc¬ 
cessfully  dealt  with.  The  remaining  notices  had  relation  to  structural 
defects  in  houses  107,  overcrowding  6,  defective  spouting  49,  damp 
walls,  etc.,  53,  unsatisfactory  water  supply  27,  insufficient  drainage  10, 
insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  113,  paving  (or  absence  of)  of  yards 
26,  total  391.  Only  seven  of  the  last-mentioned  matters  had  been 
attended  to  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  yet  not  a  single  statutory  notice 
had  been  served.  A  definite  system  of  following  up  informal  notices 
should  be  instituted  and  in  all  cases  in  which  the  matters  complained  of 
are  not  remedied  in  a  specified  period,  statutory  notices  should  be  served 
and  enforced. 

Streets  and  Roads.— No  relaxation  should  be  allowed  as  regards  the 
council’s  policy  for  securing  the  improvement  of  streets  and  roads,  there 
being  yet  several  instances  in  the  district  in  which  action  is  needed. 

Byelaw7s.— The  legal  obligation  to  adopt  byelaws  for  the  regulation 
of  slaughter  houses  has  not  yet  been  met  in  spite  of  the  many  references 
made  to  this  matter  in  previous  reports.  An  early  opportunity  should 
be  taken  for  considering  the  adoption  of  byelawrs  relating  to  (1)  slaughter 
houses,  and  (2)  the  prevention  of  nuisances  from  the  keeping  of  animals. 

Disinfection. — A  modern  steam  disinfector  should  be  provided  at  the 
isolation  hospital,  this  being  a  most  essential  part  of  the  equipment 
wThich  has  hitherto  been  disregarded. 

*  14*31  if  the  deaths  of  five  non-residents  which  occurred  within  the  district  he 
deducted,  and  if  seventeen  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  without  the  district  be 
added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  14*42. 
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Gosforj  h. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W.  Galbraith,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C’.S. 

Area,  1,303  acres ;  estimated  population,  15,800  ;  birth  rate,  23'48 ; 
general  death  rate,  *14' 43  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  O' 5 7  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  72* 77  ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  1*13  ;  death  rate  from 
respiratory  diseases,  O' 88. 

Adoptive  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts 
III.  and  IV.)  ;  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ;  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (certain  sections  of  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV., 
VII.,  VIII.  and  X.). 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  birth  rate,  the  general  death  rate  and  the 
Phthisis  death  rate  have  increased,  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding 
rates  for  the  preceding  year,  by  0'98,  1'29  and  0'61  respectively  ;  the 
remaining  rates  have  decreased  as  follows  : — zymotic  death  rate  0*02, 
infant  mortality  rate  41'26  and  respiratory  death  rate  0'37. 

The  respiratory  death  rate  was  the  third  lowest  recorded  in  urban 
districts. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births 
but  89  death  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other 
districts  and  that  2  births  and  29  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the 
district  related  to  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The 
nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  371,  and  the 
nett  deaths  168.  Of  the  latter,  27  were  of  children  under  one  year  and 
54  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-two  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
as  follows  : — Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  31,  Erysipelas  7, 
Scarlet  fever  52,  Enteric  fever  3,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  27  and 
Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  12. 

Nine  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric  fever  1, 
Measles  3,  Scarlet  fever  1,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  3,  and 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  1. 

Phthisis  caused  18  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  14  and  violence  10. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable). — The  number  of  cases  notified  (132) 
is  an  increase  of  32  compared  with  the  returns  for  1912.  This  is  largely 
accounted  for  by  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified.  Thirty- 
nine  cases  (all  forms)  were  notified,  compared  with  18  (Pulmonary  only) 
during  the  preceding  year.  The  district  was  never  entirely  free  from 
Scarlet  fever  during  the  year,  but  the  incidence  never  assumed  epidemic 
proportions  and  cases  occurred  in  all  parts  of  the  district.  Only  one  of 
the  52  cases  terminated  fatally.  The  mortality  from  Diphtheria  was 
considerably  higher  as  three  of  the  39  cases  notified  were  fatal.  The 
medical  officer  expressed  his  approval  of  the  steps  taken  by  the  county 
council  towards  providing  a  Tuberculosis  sanatorium  and  remarked 
that  such  an  institution  “  will  prove  an  undoubted  boon  to  this  and  all 
other  districts  in  the  county.”  The  sanitary  inspector  reported  that 
175  special  visits  were  paid  to  houses  for  purposes  of  enquiry  and 
disinfection  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease.  Sixty- 
three  cases  were  removed  to  the  joint  hospital  at  Newburn. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable). — The  only  disease  falling  within 
this  classification,  which  was  prevalent  to  an  appreciable  extent,  was 
Measles;  the  cases  were  reported  to  represent  “a  legacy  of  the  1912 
epidemic.”  Three  deaths  were  reported. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Thirty-six  workshops  were  on  the  register, 
ten  of  these  being  bakehouses.  The  factories  numbered  nine.  Fifty- 
seven  visits  of  inspection  were  paid,  48  to  workshops  and  9  to  factories. 
On  5  occasions,  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  found  and  subsequently 
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remedied  ;  two  of  these  were  referred  to  the  local  authority  by  H.M. 
Inspector  under  Section  5  of  the  Act.  No  outworkers’  lists  were 
received. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milhshops.- — Six  cowkeepers,  two  dairymen 
and  ten  purveyors  of  milk  were  on  the  register.  A  considerable  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  milk  supplied  is  produced  outside  the  district  as  only  about 
78  dairy  cows  are  kept  by  the  six  registered  cowkeepers.  Five  contra¬ 
ventions  of  the  regulations  were  found,  viz.  : — failure  to  cleanse  cowshed 
2,  lime-washing  overdue  2,  overcrowding  1  ;  these  were  all  remedied  on 
complaint  being  made.  New  regulations,  to  come  into  operation  April 
1st,  1914,  were  framed  by  the  urban  council  and  these  would  supersede 
those  previously  in  force  since  1891. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Of  the  five  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  one 
was  “  registered  ”  and  four  <£  licensed.”  During  the  year  one  slaughter 
house  was  abolished  and  one  re-constructed.  Forty-three  visits  of 
inspection  were  paid  and  four  contraventions  of  byelaws  with  respect 
to  cleansing  were  found  and  compliance  subsequently  enforced.  On  only 
one  occasion  was  administrative  action  under  the  unsound  food  clauses 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  found  to  be  necessary,  a  carcase  affected  with 
tuberculosis  being  found,  condemned  and  destroyed. 

The  medical  officer  reported  that  there  were  no  common  lodging 
houses,  offensive  trades,  nor  cellar  dwellings  in  the  district. 

Improvements. — Housing. — Although  23  houses  were  erected  only  one 
of  these  was  of  the  working-class  type,  this  representing  a  very  pro¬ 
nounced  decrease  of  building  activity  compared  with  former  years.  As 
regards  the  older  houses,  23  were  inspected  in  pursuance  of  the  Housing 
Regulations,  but  in  none  of  these  were  the  defects  met  with  sufficient 
to  render  the  houses  unfit  for  habitation.  In  ten  of  the  houses  inspected 
the  defects  were  remedied,  or  being  remedied,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
and  the  remainder  were  “  under  consideration.”  In  18  instances  defective 
roofs  and  spouting  were  repaired,  10  houses  were  provided  with  addi¬ 
tional  means  of  ventilation,  4  dirty  houses  were  cleansed  in  response 
to  notices  served,  30  houses  with  damp  walls  were  successfully  dealt 
with  as  nuisances,  and  3  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated. 

Water  Supply. — The  mains  of  the  Newcastle  &  Gateshead  Water 
Company  were  extended  for  a  distance  of  235  yards.  In  three  instances 
houses  without  a  proper  supply  were  successfully  dealt  with  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  notices  served.  The  distribution  of  water  in  a  few  cases, 
e.g.,  South  Gosforth  and  Coxlodge,  was  not  satisfactory,  but  this  was 
reported  to  be  receiving  the  consideration  of  the  council. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — No  improvements  or  extensions  of  the 
sewerage  system  were  reported.  Many  improvements  to  private  drain¬ 
age  systems  were  effected  in  compliance  with  notices  served  by  the 
sanitary  inspector,  viz.,  in  113  instances  house  drains  were  repaired  or 
relaid  ;  in  29  instances  means  of  ventilation  were  provided  ;  16  waste 
pipes  were  trapped  ;  14  new  scullery  sinks  were  fixed  and  83  nuisances 
arising  from  various  defects  in  house  drainage  systems  were  abated. 
The  drains  of  all  newly-erected  buildings  were  tested  before  occupation 
certificates  were  granted. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  very  desirable  work  of  removing 
insanitary  privy  middens  was  again  proceeded  with,  35  of  these  struc¬ 
tures  being  abolished  during  the  year  and  water  closets  substituted. 
In  59  instances  fixed  ashpits  were  also  abolished  and  movable  ashbins 
provided.  The  medical  officer  reported  that  there  were  no  pail-closets 
in  the  district  and  that  the  council  insist  on  all  new  houses  being 
furnished  with  water  closets. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (T.  R.  Bennett,  chief  inspector). — This 
was  again  a  creditable  record  of  work  carried  out  in  the  improvement 
of  houses  and  their  surroundings.  The  visits  of  inspection  numbered 
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2,237  ;  612  informal  and  51  statutory  notices  were  served  and  598 
nuisances,  etc.,  were  abated.  The  matters  remedied  were  classified 
in  detail  in  the  report  and  included  the  following  : —  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  68,  drainage  159,  defective  yard  paving  16,  nuisances  from 
animals  5,  structural  defects  in  houses  78,  overcrowding  3,  dirty  houses, 
yards,  etc.,  27,  offensive  accumulations  20,  other  matters  25. 

Requirements. — Water  Supply. — The  abolition  of  the  stand-pipe 
system  in  the  few  instances  which  still  exist  and  the  provision  of 
separate  service  connections. 

Sanitary  Accommodation.— The  policy  the  council  has  hitherto  followed 
as  regards  the  abolition  of  insanitary  privy  ashpits  should  not  be  relaxed 
until  every  one  of  the  251  examples  of  “these  menaces  to  the  public 
health  ”  which  still  exist  have  been  removed. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal.— This  work  is  still  carried  out  by 
contractors.  Although  the  terms  of  the  contracts  give  considerable 
scope  for  supervision  and  control  by  the  local  authority,  the  latter 
would  be  well  advised  to  carry  out  this  work  by  their  own  employees, 
thus  securing  full  control  as  regards  the  scavenging  of  the  district  and, 
doubtless,  at  the  same  time  obtaining  financial  benefits  such  as  have 
accrued  in  adjoining  districts  in  which  the  contract  system  has  been 
abolished. 

Undoubtedly  the  most  pressing  need  is  the  provision  of  a  refuse 
destructor  and  it*is  to  to  be  hoped  that  the  protracted  deliberations  and 
negotiations  which  have  arisen  in  connection  with  this  matter  will  result 
in  the  provision  of  this  sanitary  essential  at  an  early  date.  As  long  as 
the  present  system  of  tipping  is  continued  complaints  may  be  looked  for 
as  in  the  past  and  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  district  in  this 
respect  will  be  thus  held  up  to  reproach. 

Disinfection. — In  connection  with  the  provision  of  a  refuse  destructor 
the  need  of  a  steam  disinfector  should  be  considered  ;  such  an  apparatus 
would  form  a  valuable  addition  to  the  sanitary  equipment  of  the  district 
and  the  combination  suggested  would  be  an  economical  arrangement. 

*  10‘63  if  the  deaths  of  89  non-residents  which  took  place  within  the  district  be 
deducted,  and  if  deaths  of  29  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  district  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  1V39. 


Hexham. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  John  A.  Jackson,  M.D. 

Area,  5,149  acres;  estimated  population,  8,500  ;  birth  rate,  18'47 ; 
general  death  rate,  *14*00;  zymotic  death  rate,  0*94 ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  146*49 ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  1*29 ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  1*17. 

Adopted  Acts. — The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ; 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Parts  II.  to  VI.  inclusive, 
certain  sections  of  Part  VII.,  also  Parts  VIII.  and  X.);  Infectious 
Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ;  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

The  Phthisis  and  respiratory  death  rate  were  each  the  same  as  during 
the  preceding  year;  of  the  remaining  rates  the  zymotic  death  rate  and 
the  infant  mortality  rate  have  increased  by  0*59  and  79*83,  and  the  birth 
rate  and  general  death  rate  have  decreased  by  2*70  and  2*12  respectively. 
The  birth  ‘rate  was  the  third  lowest  recorded  in  urban  districts. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-three  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  one  hundred  and  nineteen  deaths.  It  appeared  that  6  births  and  12 
deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other  dis¬ 
tricts  and  that  4  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district  were  of 
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persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  births  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  157  and  the  nett  deaths  111. 
Of  the  latter  23  were  of  children  under  one  year  and  41  of  persons  65 
years  and  upwards. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-eight  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
as  follows  : — Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  6,  Erysipelas  3,  Scarlet 
fever  10,  Enteric  fever  2,  Poliomyelitis  2,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  6, 
Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  5,  Measles  142  and  Whooping 
cough  22.  Excluding  the  two  latter  diseases,  which  are  not  usually 
notifiable,  the  notifications  numbered  34. 

Eight  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric  fever  1, 
Whooping  cough  3  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  4. 

Phthisis  caused  11  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  10  and  violence  3. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — Excluding  Measles  and  Whooping 
cough  which  are  not  generally  notifiable,  34  cases  were  notified  as  com¬ 
pared  with  65  during  the  preceding  year.  The  most  noteworthy  decrease 
was  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  fever,  10  being  notified  as  against 
43  during  1912.  Seven  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  medical  officer  comments  on  the  growing  appreciation  by  the  public 
of  the  benefits  of  hospital  isolation  and  remarks  that  the  difficulty  ex¬ 
perienced  in  former  years  in  persuading  the  inhabitants  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  the  facilities  provided  does  not  now  exist.  Measles  was  pre¬ 
valent  to  a  considerable  extent,  142  “  first  cases  in  each  household 
being  notified  and  school  closure  was  necessitated  during  January  in  the 
case  of  two  of  the  elementary  schools.  None  of  the  cases  however  ter¬ 
minated  fatally.  Whooping  cough  was  also  prevalent  to  a  lesser  extent, 
22  “  first  cases  ”  being  notified,  and  three  deaths  from  this  disease 
occurred.  Twelve  houses  were  disinfected  by  the  council’s  staff. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  number  of  workshops  on  the  register 
was  not  stated  in  the  report.  The  visits  of  inspection  numbered  87,  of 
which  26  were  to  factories  and  61  to  workshops.  Twenty-one  contra¬ 
ventions  of  the  Act  (13  relating  to  sanitary  accommodation,  7  to  want 
of  cleanliness  and  one  to  insufficient  ventilation)  were  met  with,  and 
14  of  these  had  been  remedied  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Seven  outworkers 
were  employed  in  the  district  by  five  employers ;  three  of  the  former 
were  employed  in  cleaning  and  washing  wearing  apparel,  one  in  feather 
sorting  and  one  in  the  furniture  and  upholstering  trade. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  only  reference  to  these  premises  was  in 
the  tabular  statement  of  the  sanitary  inspector  and  the  number  of 
cowkeepers,  etc.,  on  the  register  was  not  stated.  The  dairy  cows  kept 
in  the  district  numbered  approximately  292.  Thirty-nine  visits  of 
inspection  were  paid,  21  defects  and  contraventions  of  the  regulations 
were^ound  which  with  one  exception  were  remedied. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  no  private  slaughter  houses  in  this  dis¬ 
trict.  A  scheme  for  alterations  and  additions  to  the  council’s  slaughter 
houses  was  being  carried  out  and  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  total  estimated  cost  of  which  was  JS830.  When  completed 
the  provision  made  will,  it  was  stated  in  the  report,  be  sufficient  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  town  for  some  years.  Bi-weekly  inspections  of 
the  above  premises  were  made  and  eight  carcases  unfit  for  food  were 
found  and  condemned. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Two  houses  of  this  description  were  on 
the  register  and  weekly  inspections,  in  addition  to  several  night 
inspections,  were  made.  No  contraventions  of  the  byelaws  appear  to 
have  been  met  with,  but  there  was  no  allusion  in  the  text  of  the  report 
to  these  premises. 

Offensive  Trades. — No  allusion  was  made  to  these  premises  in  the 
medical  officer’s  report. 
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Improvements. — Housing.  Only  three  new  houses  were  certified  for 
habitation  during  the  year.  In  pursuance  of  the  housing  regulations 
496  houses  were  inspected,  31  representations  were  made  of  houses  unfit 
for  habitation  and  20  houses  were  closed.  Several  defects  were  also 
remedied  by  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  viz.  :  various 
structural  defects  in  18  houses ;  defective  spouting,  13  ;  yards  payed,  17  ; 
dampness  of  house  walls,  4;  overcrowding,  1.  The  consideration  of  a 
scheme  for  providing  houses  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  engaged  the  counciTs  attention  during  the 
year,  but  no  definite  decision  resulted  although  the  need  for  such  a 
scheme  has  been  pointed  out  on  several  previous  occasions,  by  both 
local  and  county  officials  and,  latterly,  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Water  Supply. — An  adequate  supply  was  maintained  throughout  the 
year.  The  water  mains  were  extended  for  a  total  distance  of  540  yards, 
30  defective  service  pipes  were  renewed  and  13  new  service  connections 
were  installed.  The  average  yield  from  the  springs  provided  a  supply 
of  35  gallons  per  head  per  day.  Fifty-five  informal  and  6  statutory 
notices  relating  to  various  defects  in  the  water  supply  of  houses  were 
served  and  with  7  exceptions  these  had  been  remedied  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — A  new  sewer  (from  Milestone  Cottage  to 
Duke  Willey)  was  provided  for  improving  the  sewerage  system  in  the 
Allendale  Road  district  and  a  sewer  at  St.  Wilfrid’s  Road  was  diverted 
and  extended.  Forty  nuisances  arising  from  defective  house  drainage 
were  abated  in  compliance  with  notices  from  the  sanitary  inspector. 
Over  1,000  yards  of  new  drains  and  sewers  were  laid  and  tested  during 
the  year. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (Mr.  G.  L.  Murray). — The  tabular  state¬ 
ment  supplied  in  pursuance  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1910,  gives 
evidence  of  much  valuable  work  in  the  removal  of  nuisances  and  other 
insanitary  conditions  of  houses  and  their  surroundings.  The  total 
number  of  inspections  was  1,318,  and  the  defects  found  numbered  824. 
Seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  verbal  and  informal  notices  and  eighty- 
four  statutory  notices  were  served.  Of  the  defects  found  713  had  been 
remedied  and  the  remainder  were  being  “  followed  up  ”  at  the  close  of 
the  year.  The  defects  chiefly  related  to  sanitary  conveniences  and  of 
the  149  met  with  relating  to  structure,  insufficiency  and  foul  condition, 
only  9  remained  unremedied. 

Requirements. — Housing.  The  medical  officer  earnestly  ca’ls  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  urgency  of  the  housing  question.  “  Your  town,”  he  remarks, 
“  falls  far  short  of  what  is  now  considered  the  minimum  requirements 

for  healthy  dwellings  and  I  fail  to  see  how  this  can  be  remedied 
“  until  you  supply  the  deficiency  in  quantity  which  exists.  I  am  eonn- 
“  dent  the  building  of  workmen’s  houses  would  materially  benefit  the 
“  health  of  the  town,  and  if  this  could  be  done,  together  with  a  town 
“  improvement  scheme,  the  increase  in  rates,  if  any,  would  be  more 
“  than  justified  by  the  decrease  in  the  death  rate  and  in  the  comfort 
“  and  physical  and  moral  improvement  of  many  of  the  inhabitants. 
4‘  Other  historic  towns  in  the  county  have  had  a  somewhat  similar 
*(  housing  legacy.”  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  Hexham  Council 
should  without  further  delay  follow  the  example  set  by  the  neighbouring 
councils  of  Morpeth  and  Alnwick  by  carrying  out  a  housing  scheme 
under  Part  III.  of  the  1890  Act  as  well  as  by  taking  suitable  steps  for 
dealing  with  the  congested  areas  which  now  exist  in  the  older  parts  of 
the  town. 

Tuberculosis. — Attention  was  again  directed  to  the  high  death  rates 
from  Phthisis  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  which  have  existed  in 
this  district  for  some  years.  The  Phthisis  death  rate  for  the  year 
under  review  was  in  excess  of  the  average  rate  for  the  preceding  five 
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years  and  the  medical  officer  points  out  that  “  the  figures  this  year 
“  emphasise  the  importance  of  grappling  with  the  question.”  That  a 
town  with  such  undoubted  natural  advantages  and  (excluding  housing 
accommodation)  so  well  provided  for  as  regards  general  sanitary 
administration  should  be  maintaining  such  an  unenviable  record  is 
sufficient  proof  that  methods  hitherto  adopted  for  stemming  this 
“  waste  of  human  life  ”  are  insufficient.  The  removal  of  those  condi¬ 
tions  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  preceding  paragraph  and  which 
past  experience  has  proved  to  have  such  a  marked  bearing  upon  the 
causation  and  spread  of  this  disease  is  a  duty  which  should  not  be 
shirked,  and  if  this  duty  remains  unfulfilled  the  money  now  being 
spent  in  other  directions  for  dealing  with  this  disease  will  be  to  a 
great  extent  wasted. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — There  is  still  need  in  some  localities  for  a 
fuller  use  of  the  council’s  powers  under  Section  36  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  in  improving  the  sanitary  accommodation  where  the  existing 
provision  is  insufficient. 

Annual  Report. — Future  reports  should  include  information  on  all 
the  various  matters  required  to  be  given  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  enumerated  in  Article  XIX.  (14)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
Order,  1910. 

*  13'05  if  the  deaths  of  12  non-residents  which  occurred  within  the  district  be  deducted, 
and  if  four  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  distinct  he  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  12*25. 

Longbenton. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  R.  Burn,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Area,  5,347  acres;  estimated  population,  12,565;  birth  rate,  31' 75 ; 
general  death  rate,  *11'22  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  1*19;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  105*26;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0*47;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  1*91. 

Adopted  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (certain 
sections  of  Parts  II.,  III.  and  IV.)  ;  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention) 
Act,  1890. 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  birth  rate,  the  zymotic  death  rate  and  the 
respiratory  death  rate  have  increased,  in  comparison  with  the  corre¬ 
sponding  rates  for  the  preceding  year, by  0*33,0*56  and  0*64  respectively; 
the  remaining  rates  have  decreased  as  follows  general  death  rate  1*06, 
infant  mortality  rate  6*41  and  Phthisis  death  rate  0*24. 

The  birth  rate  was  the  third  highest  recorded  in  the  administrative 
county. 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-seven  births  were  registered  during  the 
year  and  one  hundred  and  forty-one  deaths.  It  appealed  that  no  births 
but  10  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other 
districts  and  that  2  births  and  13  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the 
district  related  to  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The 
nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  399,  and  the 
nett  deaths  144.  Of  the  latter,  42  were  of  children  under  one  year  and 
31  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
as  follows  : — Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  17,  Erysipelas  19, 
Scarlet  fever  63,  Enteric  fever  1,  Puerperal  fever4  1,  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  17  and  Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  11. 

Fifteen  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Measles  1,  Scarlet 
fever  2,  Whooping  cough  1,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  3  and 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  8. 

Phthisis  caused  6  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  24  and  violence  4. 
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The  following  table  gives,  for  each  of  the  sub-districts,  and  fotr  the 
whole  urban  area,  the  population,  birth  rate,  the  various  mortality  rates, 
the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified,  and  the  attack  rate 
of  the  latter  per  1,000  of  the  population  : — 
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Longbenton 

10,327 

323 

31-3 

110 

10-6 

28 

86-7 

8 

0  77 

97 

9-4 

Burradon  and 
Camperdown... 

2,238 

76 

33-9 

35 

15-6 

14 

184-2 

7 

3  13 

32 

14  3 

Whole  district... 

12,565 

399 

31'7 

145 

11-5 

42 

1053 

15 

1-19 

129 

10-2 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — The  incidence  of  these  diseases  was 
strikingly  similar  to  that  experienced  in  the  preceding  year.  The  cases 
notified  were  most  numerous  in  June,  October  and  November  and  least 
numerous  during  January,  February  and  July.  Scarlet  fever  again 
accounted  for  half  the  number  of  notifications  received  but  only  two  of 
the  63  cases  terminated  fatally.  -  Thirty-six  patients  (Diphtheria  11, 
Scarlet  fever  25)  were  removed  to  the  joint  isolation  hospital.  The 
sanitary  inspector  disinfected  56  rooms  in  44  houses  where  cases  of  notifi¬ 
able  disease  occurred,  including  five  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  The  medical 
officer  testified  to  the  value  of  the  arrangements  made  by  the  county 
council  for  bacteriological  investigations,  and  the  “  great  assistance  in 
the  diagnosis  of  infectious  diseases  ”  thus  rendered. 

Infections  Disease  (N on-notifiable).- — The  medical  officer  reported 
that  “  there  were  no  serious  epidemics  of  these  diseases,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Diarrhoea  ’  ’  ;  this  disease  was  very  prevalent  in  August, 
September  and  October  and  eight  fatal  cases  occurred.  A  few  cases  of 
Measles  and  Whooping  cough  were  met  with  and  one  death  from  each 
of  these  diseases  was  recorded. 

At  the  end  of  October  a  serious  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred. 
The  outbreak,  which  was  traced  to  milk  supplied  from  a  farm  in  this 
district,  affected  523  persons,  of  whom  511  lived  in  the  area  of 
the  City  of  Newcastle  and  12  (including  5  at  the  farm)  were  resident  in 
the -Longbenton  district.  Fortunately  no  deaths  occurred,  but  many  of 
those  attacked  were  seriously  ill.  Thus  one  more  instance  is  added  to 
the  list  of  epidemics  due  to  milk  poisoning,  and  the  necessity  of  legis¬ 
lation  for  the  adequate  control  of  the  milk  supply  is  again  demonstrated. 

Factories  and  W orhshops. — These  premises  numbered  55,  three  being- 
factories  and  the  remainder1  workshops.  Eleven  of  the  latter  were 
bakehouses,  none  of  which  were  “  underground.”  Eighty-three  visits 
of  inspection  were  paid  and  on  eight  occasions  contraventions  of  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  Act  were  met  with  and  subsequently  remedied. 
One  contravention  was  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  in  pursuance  of 
Section  5  of  the  Act.  One  outworker,  engaged  in  needlework,  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  district. 

Dearies  and  Cowsheds. — Twenty-eight  cowkeepers  and  3  purveyors  of 
milk  were  on  the  register,  the  approximate  number  of  dairy  cows  kept 
by  the  former  being  282.  New  regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops  Order  were  framed  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  for  approval.  The  visits  of  inspection  numbered  63  and 
several  defects  were  met  with,  all  of  which  were  remedied.  Two  new 
cowsheds  we**  built  and  two  were  closed.  Other  improvements  effected 
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were,  drains  relaid  in  2  instances,  floors  of  cowsheds  paved  with  cement 
4,  improved  light  and  ventilation  2,  lime- washing  and  cleansing  9. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Byelaws  relating  to  the  registration,  licensing, 
and  regulation  of  premises  were  framed  and  submitted  to  the  confirming 
authority.  Of  the  seven  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  four  were 
modern  buildings  provided  for  the  purpose.  The  walls  of  one  of  the 
older  premises  were  cement-rendered  in  compliance  with  notice  served 
during  the  preceding  year.  No  action  under  the  unsound  food  clauses 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  was  reported,  but  only  22  visits  of  inspection 
were  paid. 

Scavenging. — The  particulars  given  of  the  council’s  system  of 
scavenging  are  extremely  interesting  and  present  a  valuable  object-lesson 
to  several  local  authorities  who  still  persist  in  working  under  the  un¬ 
satisfactory  contract  system.  Although  scavenging  was  more  frequently 
carried  out  in  this  district  than  when  the  work  was  let  to  contractors 
and  the  number  of  houses  dealt  with  was  486  more  than  formerly,  tne 
total  cost  of  the  work  was  £78  less  than  the  sum  paid  to  contractors  in 
1904  ;  a  saving  of  Is.  9d.  per  house.  The  report  also  indicates  the  influ¬ 
ence  which  the  free  supply  of  coals  to  employees  in  colliery  districts 
exerts  upon  scavenging  arrangements.  In  the  Burradon  and  Camper- 
down  districts,  which  are  almost  entirely  occupied  by  colliery  employees, 
the  amount  of  refuse  collected  averaged  12  cubic  yards  per  house  per 
annum  ;  at  Benton,  in  the  Grove  district,  which  is  purely  residential 
and  where  the  houses  are  much  larger,  the  average  amount  was  3^  cubic 
yards.  Nearly  half  the  refuse  collected  was  deposited  at  four  tips,  the 
remainder  being  used  by  farmers  for  manurial  purposes. 

Improvements. — Housing.  Only  six  houses  were  built  and  occupied 
during  the  year.  The  improvement  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  in 
the  colliery  houses  at  Burradon,  Camper  down  and  West  Moor  was 
continued  in  accordance  with  arrangements  between  the  owners  and  the 
late  rural  council,  the  following  works  being  carried  out  : — for  14  houses 
at  West  Moor  new  floors  were  laid  in  all  the  ground  floor  rooms  and  the 
walls  were  replastered  where  necessary  with  cement ;  at  Camperdown, 
for  27  houses  the  floors  of  both  living  and  sleeping  rooms  were  relaid, 
new  staircases  were  provided,  the  lighting  and  ventilation  of  the  attic 
bedrooms  were  improved,  and  the  area  adjoining  16  of  the  houses  was 
laid  with  cement ;  at  Burradon  ,  3  house  floors  were  laid  ;  four  of  the 
colliery  rows  at  West  Moor  and  one  at  Burradon  were  provided  with 
new  eaves  gutters.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  102  houses  were  in¬ 
spected  in  pursuance  of  the  Housing  Regulations  and  in  94  of  these 
defects  were  found.  With  eleven  exceptions  the  work  required  to 
remedy  these  defects  had  been  carried  out  or  was  nearly  completed  at 
the  close  of  the  year.  One  closing  order  was  made  and  put  into  effect. 

Water  Supply. — The  mains  of  the  distributing  authority  (the  New¬ 
castle  &  Gateshead  Water  Company)  were  extended  for  a  distance  of 
57  yards.  All  the  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  from  the  com¬ 
pany’s  mains,  with  ten  exceptions.  One  house  which  was  reported 
during  the  preceding  year  to  be  without  a  water  supply  was  connected 
to  the  mains. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.— No  improvements  in  the  sewerage  system 
of  the  district  was  reported.  In  44  instances  defects  in  house  drainage 
systems  were  dealt  with  in  response  to  notices  served  by  the  sanitary 
inspector,  the  following  improvements  being  carried  out  : — relaying  of 
defective  house  drains,  22  ;  new  drains  laid,  607  yards  ;  gullies  or  other 
traps  provided,  79  ;  new  inspection  chambers  built,  12  ;  soil  and  ventila¬ 
tion  pipes  fitted,  102  yards  ;  water  closets  re-fitted,  22  ;  eaves  troughing 
provided,  1,364  yards.  In  connection  with  this  work  36  tests  by  water 
and  57  by  smoke  were  applied.  The  drainage  of  new  buildings  was 
also  the  subject  of  special  supervision  by  the  sanitary  inspector. 

Sanitary  Accommodation.— The  abolition  of  insanitary  privy  middens 
continued  in  this  district,  59  privies  and  30  ashpits  being  thus  dealt 
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with.  In  seven  instances  only  were  water  closets  substituted  as  62 
houses  were  provided  with  ashclosets.  The  number  and  type  of  each 
class  of  sanitary  convenience  in  this  district  were — water  closets  741, 
ash  closets  1,195,  privies  612,  privy  ashpits  349,  other  ashpits  299  and 
pail  closets  6. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (W.  Bean). — A  comprehensive  and  well, 
prepared  report  which  indicated  energetic  action  in  the  removal  of 
conditions  prejudicial  to  the  public  health  was  appended  to  that  of  the 
medical  officer.  The  visits  of  inspection  numbered  _  935,  nuisances, 
defects  and  contraventions  of  byelaws  found  361,  informal  notices 
served  215,  statutory  notices  134.  Several  of  the  above  notices  referred 
to  two  or  more  defects,  the  number  of  the  latter  which  were  remedied 
in  compliance  with  notices  was  384.  The  nuisances,  etc.,  were  classified 
as  follows — structural  defects  in  houses  44,  defective  spouting  120,  over¬ 
crowding  15,  dampness  7,  paving  of  yards  8,  insufficient  water  supply  1, 
obstructed  drains  52,  insufficient  drainage  44,  defective  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  45,  various  other  conditions  48. 

Adoptive  Acts,  Byelaws  and  Regulations. — The  council  were  invested 
with  additional  powers  by  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  which 
came  into  operation  on  December  20th,  1913,  and  certain  sections  of 
Parts  II.,  III.  and  IV.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1907,  are  now  in  force  in  the  district.  New  Byelaws  and  Regulations 
relating  to  the  following  matters  were  framed  and  were  awaiting  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board — (1)  New  Streets  and  Build¬ 
ings,  (2)  Slaughter  Houses,  (3)  The  Prevention  of  Nuisances  from  the 
Keeping  of  Animals,  etc.,  (4)  The  Drainage  of  Existing  Buildings  and 
Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders,  1885-6. 

Requirements. — Housing. — The  housing  accommodation  in  the  colliery 
parts  of  the  district  remained  unsatisfactory  in  the  following  par¬ 
ticulars  : — Many  of  the  houses  are  of  an  old  type  and,  in  spite  of 
improvements  carried  out  during  recent  years,  are  lacking  in  several 
requirements ;  the  accommodation  provided  in  individual  houses  and 
especially  the  bedroom  accommodation  is  both  extremely  unsatisfactory 
in  nature  and  insufficient  in  amount ;  the  number  of  houses  for  the 
working  classes  is  quite  inadequate  and  as  the  result  of  this  and  the 
conditions  previously  mentioned,  much  overcrowding  exists  and  is 
exceedingly  difficult  to  remedy.  Unless  the  urban  council  has  definite 
evidence  that  private  enterprise  is  likely  to  meet  this  deficiency  in  house 
accommodation  in  the  immediate  future,  a  scheme  for  providing  houses 
under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classses  Act,  1890, 
should  be  prepared  and  considered  without  delay.  Meanwhile  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  existing  houses  should  be  urged  and  enforced, 
especially  as  regards  bedroom  accommodation  in  the  older  houses. 

Water  Supply.— Steps  should  be  taken  without  further  delay  to 
secure  the  closure  of  the  well  at  Holystone  Cottages.  In  this  instance 
and  four  others  (Prosperous  Pit,  Paddock  Hall,  Hope  Cottage  and 
Hope  Pit  where  water  has  to  be  carried  a  considerable  distance)  the 
provisions  of  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  should  be 
enforced. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  extension  of  the  water-carriage  system 
should  receive  more  consideration  than  has  been  the  case  during  the 
past  few  years.  However  much  the  ashclosets  now  being  provided  may 
be  an  improvement  on  previous  structures,  they  are  still  open  to  one  very 
serious  objection  which  no  progressive  sanitary  authority  can  afford  to 
ignore,  i.e.,  they  provide  for  the  storage  of  faecal  matter  in  close 
proximity  to  dwellings.  A  sanitary  authority  whose  district  is  so 
well  provided  with  water  and  sewerage  systems  cannot  view  with  com¬ 
placency  such  a  perpetuation  of  the  conservancy  system  as  is  represented 
by  the  installation  of  62  new  privies  (ashclosets)  in  one  year. 

Pollution  of  Seaton  Burn.— The  sewage  from  a  number  of  houses  in 
the  Burradon  sub-district  is  still  discharged  in  an  untreated  condition 
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into  this  Burn.  As  the  adjoining  authority  (Weetslade)  are  considering 
a  scheme  for  dealing  with  a  similar  pollution  in  the  same  locality,  an 
opportunity  occurs  for  dealing  with  the  pollutions  referred  to  by  a 
joint  scheme  which  would  be  mutually  advantageous.  The  council’s 
obligations  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  most  satisfactorily  and  economically  met  by  action  in  the 
above  direction. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Several  streets  in  the  Forest  Hall,  South  Gos- 
forth,  West  Allotment  and  Camperdown  localities  are  urgently  in  need 
of  attention  and  the  council’s  powers  under  Section  150  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  should  be  put  into  operation  without  further  delay. 

Disinfection. — The  provision  of  a  steam  disinfector  at  the  joint  isola¬ 
tion  hospital  still  remains  a  much  needed  requirement. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  licensing  or  registration  of  these  premises 
should  be  proceeded  with  as  soon  as  the  new  byelaws  are  available. 

*  1T46  if  the  deaths  of  10  non-residents  which  took  place  within  the  district  be- 
deducted,  and  if  the  deaths  of  13  residents  which  occurred  outside  the  district  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  of  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  11 '62. 


Newbiggin-by-the-Sea. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  H.  Hart- Jack  son,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

• 

Area,  633  acres ;  estimated  population,  5,375  ;  birth  rate,  25'86 ; 
general  death  rate,  *9T1  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  0'93  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  143'88 ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  nil ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  1'86. 

Adopted  Acts. — The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Parts 
II.,  V.,  VI.  and  X.),  and  certain  sections  of  Parts  III.  and  IV.). 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  infant  mortality  rate  has  increased  by  50' 15 
in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rate  for  the  preceding  year  ;  the 
remaining  rates  have  decreased  as  follows  : — birth  rate  3'90,  general 
death  rate  3'53,  zymotic  death  rate,  1'62,  Phthisis  death  rate  0'69  and 
respiratory  death  rate,  0'46. 

No  deaths  were  recorded  from  Phthisis — a  condition  which  obtained 
in  only  one  other  sanitary  district  (the  urban  district  of  Rothbury). 
The  general  death  rate  was  the  second  lowest  recorded  in  the  adminis¬ 
trative  county. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  forty-nine  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  nor  deaths  occurred 
in  the  district  which  were  properly  assignable  to  other  districts  but 
that  7  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district  were  of  persons 
ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  births  belonging  to 
the  district  therefore  numbered  139,  and  the  nett  deaths  56.  Of  the 
latter,  5  were  of  children  under  one  year  and  10  of  persons  65  years  and 
upwards. 

Forty-five  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  :■ — - 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  5,  Erysipelas  4,  Scarlet  fever  27, 
Enteric  fever  3  and  Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonay)  6. 

Five  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric  fever  1, 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  1  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 
2  years)  3, 

Respiratory  diseases  caused  10  deaths  and  violence  1. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable). — Cases  of  Scarlet  fever  were  again 
the  most  numerous  and  accounted  for  27  of  the  45  cases  notified.  All 
infected  houses  were  visited  and  30  were  disinfected  by  the  sanitary 
inspector. 
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Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable).—  No  reference  was  made  to  the 
prevalence  or  otherwise  of  these  diseases  during  the  year.  Three  deaths 
from  infantile  Diarrhoea  were  recorded. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  report  stated  that  the  two  factories 
and  eight  workshops  in  the  district  were  periodically  inspected,  and 
with  the  exception  that  one  bakehouse  required  lime- washing,  the  con¬ 
ditions  found  were  satisfactory.  No  outworkers  were  employed  in  the 
district. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  were  five  dairy  cowsheds  and  two  milk- 
shops  in  the  district,  one  of  the  latter  having  been  added  to  the  register 
during  the  yeai\  Visits  of  inspection  were  paid  “periodically”  to  all 
these  premises  but  no  defects  or  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  were 
reported. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Two  registered  slaughter  houses  were  in  use  and 
these  were  regularly  inspected.  Complaints  were  again  received  as 
regards  one  slaughter  house  which  is  in  close  proximity  to  dwelling 
houses,  but  no  contraventions  of  the  council’s  byelaws  were  found  to 
exist.  The  medical  officer  stated  that  a  public  slaughter  house  is 
greatly  needed.  No  action  as  regards  unsound  food  was  reported. 

Scavenging. — ' This  work  is  carried  out  in  the  day  time  by  contractors, 
but  the  local  authority  now  insist  on  the  carts  being  covered  with  tar¬ 
paulin  sheets.  The  medical  officer  reported  that  the  work  was  more 
satisfactorily  done  than  formerly  •  few  complaints  were  made  and  any 
received  were  immediately  dealt  with.  In  spite  of  this  improvement, 
the  carrying  out  of  the  work  by  the  council’s  own  employees  and 
with  proper  scavenging  carts  was  again  recommended. 

Improvements. — Housing.  The  activity  in  building  operations,  to 
which  reference  was  made  in  the  report  of  the  preceding  year,  was 
again  recorded.  Sixty  new  houses  were  erected,  one  house  was  con¬ 
verted  into  tenements,  and  fifteen  houses  suitable  for  working  men’s 
dwellings  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  close  of  the  year.  In  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  Housing  Regulations  26  houses  were  inspected,  none  of 
which  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation.  The  chief  defects  met 
with  were  “  dampness  of  walls  and  floors,”  “  lack  of  efficient  spouting  ” 
and  “  want  of  proper  sanitary  accommodation.”  In  26  houses  the 
defects  were  remedied  without  closing  orders  being  made.  In  six 
instances  notices  requiring  abatement  of  overcrowding  were  served,  but 
the  result  of  such  action  was  not  stated.  Five  old  houses  which  had 
previously  been  reported  were  voluntarily  demolished  and  business 
premises  erected  on  the  site. 

Water  Supply. — The  surveyor  reported  that  the  council’s  water  mains 
were  extended  to  four  new  terraces  of  houses  and  that  64  new  house 
connections  were  made.  The  annual  consumption  represented  an  aver¬ 
age 'of  1 0*8  gallons  per  head  per  day.  The  public  well  at  Woodhorn 
Lane  was  closed  by  the  council,  a  sample  of  water  obtained  therefrom 
having  been  analysed  and  reported  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — A  new  outfall  sewer,  discharging  into  the 
sea  at  low  water  mark,  was  constructed  at  a  cost  of  £1,000,  and  several 
houses  in  the  south-eastern  portion  of  the  district,  which  were  previously 
drained  to  a  stream,  have  thus  been  satisfactorily  provided  for.  A 
portion  of  the  sewage  from  Westfield  has  been  diverted  and  is  now 
drained  to  the  new  outfall  sewer.  New  sewers  were  also  provided  for 
houses  in  Spital  Field  Terrace  and  Woodhorn  Demesne.  No  improve¬ 
ments  of  private  drainage  systems  were  reported. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — Although  a  large  number  of  water  closets 
have  been  installed  during  recent  years  the  privy  system  still  pre¬ 
dominates,  there  being  in  the  district  552  privies,  21  pail  closets,  8  earth 
closets  and  536  water  closets.  Sixteen  water  closets  were  provided 
during  the  year  in  lieu  of  privies  which  were  abolished  and  five  water 
closets  were  provided  for  houses  in  which  the  accommodation  was 
insufficient. 
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Streets  and  Roads. — Several  improvements  were  effected  and  described 
in  detail  in  the  surveyor’s  report  which  was  appended  to  that  of  the 
medical  officer.  A  loan  of  £1,572  was  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  for  carrying  out  improvements  of  this  nature. 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Report  (R.  Appleby). — The  improvements  effected 
during  the  year  and  much  interesting  information  relating  to  sanitary 
matters  were  set  out  in  the  report,  but  as  the  tabular  statement  of 
administrative  action  taken  (which  is  required  by  Art.  XX.  (16)  of  the 
Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1910)  was  not  included  several  important 
details  regarding  the  work  of  this  officer  are  omitted. 

Requirements. — Housing. — The  accommodation  for  the  working-class 
population  in  this  district  still  remains  inadequate,  and  as  this  con¬ 
dition  has  now  existed  for  some  considerable  time  in  spite  of  the 
activity  in  building  operations,  to  which  reference  has  already 
been  made,  there  seems  no  probability  of  private  enterprise  providing 
sufficient  accommodation  of  the  class  of  houses  required.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  council’s  powers  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act  should  be  utilised  in  order  to  meet  the 
deficiency. 

Sanitary  Accommodation.  There  is  still  much  scope  for  adminis¬ 
trative  action  for  improving  the  sanitary  accommodation  in  this  district 
and  no  relaxation  of  the  council’s  previous  efforts  in  this  direction 
should  be  allowed.  The  claims  of  this  district  to  be  regarded  as  a 
health  resort  cannot  be  otherwise  than  very  seriously  prejudiced  by  the 
existence  of  552  privies  and  141  uncovered  ashpits  in  the  council’s  area. 
The  aboltion  of  these  insanitary  structures  and  the  substitution  of  water 
closets  and  ashbins  is  urgently  needed  if  the  sanitary  wellbeing  of  the 
district  is  to  be  efficiently  safeguarded. 

Scavenging. — This  work  should  be  taken  over  by  the  urban  council. 
Such  a  step  would  not  only  conduce  to  greater  efficiency  in  such  an 
important  work,  but  at  the  same  time  would  probably  result  in  an 
appreciable  financial  advantage  if  the  experiences  of  other  district 
councils  in  the  county  may  be  taken  as  a  criterion. 

Adoptive  Acts.— The  sanitary  administration  of  the  district  would  be 
much  more  efficiently  provided  for  if  advantage  were  taken  of  the 
powers  obtainable  under  the  following  The  Infectious  Disease  (Pre¬ 
vention)  Act,  1890  ;  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ;  also 
Section  25  of  the  1907  Amendment  Act  relating  to  the  paving  of  yards, 
etc.,  which  was  not  included  in  the  sections  already  adopted. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. — The  tabular  statement  required  by 
Article  XX.  (16)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order  should  be  included  in 
future  annual  reports. 

*  10  42  if  tile  deaths  of  seven  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  district  he  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  10-31. 


N  EWEURN. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  W.  Messer,  M.B.,  C.M.,  B.Sc. 

Area,  4,673  acres ;  estimated  population,  18,085  ;  birth  rate,  29'97  ; 
general  death  rate,  *12‘33  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  2'26  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  110' 70  ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0‘83  ,*  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  1'38. 

Adopted  Acts. — The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ; 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (certain  sections  of  Parts 
II.,  III.  and  IV.)  ;  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ;  Private 
Street  Works  Act,  1892  ;  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  general  death  rate,  the  zymotic  death  rate  and 
the  Phthisis  death  rate  have  increased  by  0'15,  0'45  and  0'04  respec- 
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tively,  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  preceding 
year ;  the  remaining  rates  decreased  as  follows  : — birth  rate  0"39,  infant 
mortality  rate  8' 92  and  respiratory  death  rate  O' 72. 

The  zymotic  death  rate  was  the  second  highest  recorded  in  the 
administrative  county. 

Five  hundred  and  forty  births  were  registered  during  the  year  and 
two  hundred  and  twenty-three  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  but 
4  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other 
districts  and  that  2  births  and  29  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the 
district  related  to  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The 
nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  542,  and  the 
nett  deaths  248.  Of  the  latter,  60  were  of  children  under  one  year  and 
58  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

Two  hundred  and  twelve  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as 
follows  : — Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  44,  Erysipelas  5,  Scarlet 
fever  71,  Enteric  fever  4,  Puerperal  fever  1,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  55 
and  Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  32. 

Forty-one  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz. ,  Measles  15, 
Scarlet  fever  2,  Whooping  cough  8,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup 
2  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  14. 

Phthisis  caused  15  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  25  and  violence  12. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  statistics  relating  to  the  district  as 
a  whole  and  to  each  of  the  sub-districts  into  which  the  medical  officer 
has  divided  the  area  : — 


Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant 
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Zymotic 

deaths. 

Infectious 

diseases. 

Sub-districts. 
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Bate 

Bate 

Bate 

Bate 

'd 

^  «  g- 

No. 

per  1000 

No. 

per  1000 

No. 

perl,  000 

No. 

per  1000 

cS 

-M  <— 1 
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pop. 

births. 
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O 

a 

Newburn 

4,490 

139 

309 

67 

149 

23 

165'5 

12 

2-67 

37 

8-2 

Newburn  Hall  ) 

4,608 

147 

31'9 

60 

13'0 

14 

95'2 

10 

2-17 

67 

145 

&  Sugley  ) 

Throckley 

2,720 

69 

253 

47 

17'3 

9 

130'4 

8 

2-94 

24 

8-8 

Walbottle 

2,803 

80 

28'5 

28 

99 

-8 

ioo-o 

7 

2-49 

42 

14-9 

East  Denton  &  ) 
West  Denton  j 

3,464 

105 

303 

46 

13  3 

6 

57T 

4 

1-15 

42 

12  1 

Whole  district... 

18,085 

#542 

29'9 

248 

13'7 

60 

1107 

41 

2-26 

212 

11  "7 

*  Including  2  births  transferable  inwards. 


Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
notified  was  chiefly  due  to  the  operation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations 
and  the  inclusion  thereunder  of  32  cases  of  Tuberculosis  other  than 
pulmonary. 

Ninety-six  cases — 80  per  cent,  of  the  patients  suffering  from  Diph¬ 
theria,  Scarlet  fever  and  Enteric  fever — were  removed  to  the  joint 
isolation  hospital. 

The  council's  officials  disinfected  282  rooms  in  135  houses  where  out¬ 
breaks  of  notifiable  disease  occurred. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable) . — Measles  and  Whooping  cough 
were  prevalent,  and  during  the  autumn  Infantile  Diarrhoea.  As  seven¬ 
teen  deaths  under  one  year  were  attributable  to  these  three  diseases  the 
effect  upon  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  very  marked. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  number  of  registered  workshops 
(twenty-three)  in  this  district,  four  of  which  were  bakehouses,  is  com¬ 
paratively  small.  Twenty  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  workshops 
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and  five  to  factories.  Five  defects,  three  of  which  were  notified  under 
Section  5  by  H.M.  Inspector,  were  found  and  subsequently  remedied. 
No  outworkers’  lists  were  received. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Twenty- two  cowkeepers  and  seven  purveyors 
of  milk  were  on  the  register,  and  99  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  the 
respective  premises.  The  new  regulations  of  the  council  came  into 
operation  during  the  year  and  as  they  are  much  more  stringent  as 
regards  the  requirements  for  lighting,  ventilation,  etc. ,  a  large  number  of 
defects  and  contraventions  were  reported.  With  a  view  to  obtaining 
compliance  with  the  new  regulations  notices  were  served  requiring  the 
removal  of  74  defects  in  24  cowsheds,  copies  of  the  notices  were  sent 
to  the  owners  and  negotiations  were  proceeding  at  the  end  of  the  year 
with  a  view  to  enforcing  them. 

Seven  defects  of  a  minor  character  were  remedied  in  compliance  with 
informal  notices.  The  medical  officer  reported  that  a  great  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  milk  supply  was  noticeable. 

Slaughter  Houses.- — The  thirteen  premises  in  this  district  were  all 
occupied  under  licences.  The  visits  of  inspection  numbered  114  and 
thirteen  contraventions  of  the  council’s  byelaws  were  found — ten  related 
to  cleansing  and  three  to  structural  defects,  but  all  were  remedied. 
The  proximity  of  some  of  the  premises  to  dwelling  houses  gave  rise  to 
complaints  on  a  few  occasions  but,  as  the  sanitary  inspector  pointed  out, 
the  nature  of  such  a  business  as  slaughtering  animals  cannot  be  carried 
on  without  unpleasant  effluvia,  and  if  the  premises  in  the  near  vicinity 
of  dwellings  houses  are  licensed  it  is  almost  impossible  to  avoid  com¬ 
plaints.  No  diseased  carcases  were  found  in  course  of  inspection. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  and  the 
nature  of  trades  carried  on  were  not  stated  in  the  report  but  sixteen 
visits  of  inspection  were  paid.  On  three  occasions  the  conditions  found 
were  unsatisfactory  and  were  subsequently  remedied  after  complaint  by 
the  inspector. 

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal. — This  work  continued  to  be  carried  out 
by  the  council’s  staff,  the  average  amount  collected  per  house  per  annum 
being  extremely  large,  i.e.,  3'47  tons.  More  than  half  the  refuse  (7,750 
tons)  was  disposed  of  by  tipping  and  the  remainder  was  supplied  to 
farmers  for  manurial  purposes. 

Improvements. — Housing. — Although  the  number  of  dwelling  houses 
was  increased  by  105  the  medical  officer  pointed  out  that  the  increased 
accommodation  only  meets  the  requirements  of  the  increased  population. 
The  tabular  statement  supplied  in  pursuance  of  the  Housing  Regula¬ 
tions  showed  that  141  houses  were  inspected.  Of  nine  houses  found  to 
be  unfit  for  habitation,  four  were  satisfactorily  repaired  without  closing 
orders  being  made,  two  were  voluntarily  closed  by  the  owners  and  three 
closing  orders  were  made  by  the  council.  Two  of  the  closing  orders  were 
determined  on  the  houses  being  rendered  fit  for  habitation,  and  similar 
action  was  taken  in  respect  of  three  houses  for  which  closing  orders 
were  made  in  1912.  The  remaining  order  remained  operative  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Some  defects  in  houses  were  remedied  by  action  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  viz.,  dampness  of  walls  and  floors  in  5  instances, 
defective  spouting  in  4,  other  structural  defects  in  5  and  various 
nuisances  dealt  with  numbered  50. 

Water  Supply. — The  distributing  mains  of  the  Newcastle  &  Gateshead 
Water  Co.  were  extended  for  a  distance  of  559  yards.  The  sanitary 
inspector  reported  that  eleven  houses  in  the  Newburn  Ward  had  been 
provided  with  separate  services  in  lieu  of  standpipes  and  that  negotia¬ 
tions  for  further  improvements  in  this  most  desirable  direction  were 
proceeding.  Four  instances  of  unsatisfactory  water  supplies  were 
reported  but  in  only  one  of  these  was  the  cause  of  complaint  removed. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — No  reference  was  made  in  the  report  to  any 
improvements  of  the  sewerage  system  having  been  effected.  Several 
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improvements  to  private  house  drainage  systems  were  carried  out,  defec¬ 
tive  drains  being  dealt  with  in  75  instances  ;  the  drains  of  42  houses  were 
reconstructed  or  repaired  and  new  drains  were  provided  for  thirty  old 
houses  for  which  no  provision  was  previously  made.  Seven  defective 
gullies  were  replaced,  4  additional  gullies  were  provided  and  8  defective 
waste  pipes  were  repaired. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — Another  nail  was  driven  in  the  coffin  of 
the  conservancy  system  in  this  district.  Twenty-two  privy  ashpits,  35 
privies  and  one  pail  closet  were  abolished,  and  37  water  closets,  25  ash- 
bins  and  14  dry  ashpits  substituted.  Four  defective  water  closets  were 
reconstructed. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (C.  Ward). — The  report  gives  evidence 
of  commendable  activity  in  the  removal  and  prevention  of 
nuisances,  etc.,  and  the  various  details  were  admirably  classified  and 
set  out.  The  special  visits  of  inspection  during  the  year  numbered  792,. 
and  623  defects,  contraventions  of  byelaws,  etc.,  were  found.  These 
were  the  subject  of  131  informal  and  148  statutory  notices  and  470  of 
the  defects  had  been  remedied  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  defects, 
etc.,  included  the  following  :- — housing  145,  water  supply  17,  drainage 
73,  sanitary  accommodation  136,  nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals  18, 
offensive  accumulations  22,  foul  receptacles  25.  The  remaining  defects 
(154)  were  either  in  process  of  removal  or  were  “  being  dealt  with  ”  at 
the  close  of  the  year.  No  legal  proceedings  were  found  necessary. 

Requirements. — Housing, — Evidence  is  not  wanting  that  the  accom¬ 
modation  provided  is  still  below  the  requirements  of  the  district,  in  spite 
of  the  council’s  effort  to  meet  the  deficiency  by  the  erection  of  58  houses 
at  Walbottle.  The  “  serious  overcrowding  in  many  parts  of  the 
district  ”  referred  to  by  the  medical  officer  and  the  need  which  still 
exists  for  the  improvement  or  closure  of  several  unsatisfactory  houses 
can  only  be  properly  dealt  with  by  increasing,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
available  housing  accommodation,  and  a  further  scheme  under  Part  III. 
of  the  1890  Act  should  receive  the  early  consideration  of  the  council. 

Water  Supply. — The  distribution  of  the  water  supply  by  the  stand¬ 
pipe  system  should  be  abolished  and  all  houses  still  supplied  in  this 
way  should  be  provided  with  separate  connections  to  the  water  mains. 
In  all  cases  where  new  services  are  laid  into  houses,  a  scullery  sink 
(which  the  council  has  power  to  enforce  under  Section  49  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907)  should  be  provided,  in  preference 
to  water  taps  in  pantries  which  have,  unfortunately,  been  allowed  in 
previous  years. 

House  Drainage.— The  provision  for  the  drainage  of  roof  and  surface 
water  in  many  of  the  older  houses  is  very  inadequate  and  the  powers 
given  by  Section  23  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  should  be  utilised 
in  compelling  the  owners  of  such  houses  to  remedy  the  above  deficiences. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  abolition  of  insanitary  privy  ashpits 
and  the  extension  of  the  water-carriage  system  should  be  continued 
without  relaxation.  Notwithstanding  the  activity  shown  during  the 
past  two  years,  some  acceleration  of  this  work  is  very  desirable  if  the 
many  insanitary  structures  which  still  exist  are  to  be  removed  within 
a  reasonable  time. 

Adoptive  Acts  and  Byelaws. — The  provisions  of  Section  25  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  relating  to  the  paving  and 
drainage  of  yards,  and  of  Section  51  of  the  same  Act  which  relates  to 
offensive  trades  would  be  of  great  value  to  the  council  and  its  officials 
in  dealing  with  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  now  exist  or  may  arise 
in  the  future.  These  sections  were  not,  however,  included  in  the  Order 
which  endowed  the  council  with  many  additional  powers  under  the  Act 
mentioned,  and  steps  should  be  taken  to  make  good  the  omissions, 
referred  to. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. — Apparently  a  good  deal  of  misunder¬ 
standing  exists  as  to  the  cause  of  the  council’s  inability  to  treat 
Tuberculosis  in  a  spare  pavilion  of  the  joint  hospital.  It  has  been 
publicly  stated  that  though  the  Local  Government  Board  urged  that  it 
was  desirable  such  power  should  be  given,  the  county  council  refused 
their  consent.  The  real  facts  of  the  case  are  as  follows  : — The  Newburn 
Council  applied  to  the  county  council  for  authority  to  admit  and  treat 
patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  ;  the  county  medical  officer  strongly 
recommended  that  the  application  should  be  granted  and  permission 
was  given  by  the  county  council ;  the  latter  were  then  informed  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  that  they  had  no  power  to  grant  the  above 
proposal  and  that  application  should  have  been  made  to  the  Board  ; 
this  was  done  and  the  Board  refused  their  consent  unless  the  county 
council  extended  throughout  the  administrative  county  the  definition  of 
infectious  diseases,  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act, 
1889,  so  as  to  include  Phthisis.  Considering  that  the  county  council 
were  contemplating  a  comprehensive  scheme  for  treating  all  cases  of 
Tuberculosis,  it  was  not  considered  advisable  that  the  action  suggested 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  should  be  adopted,  as  if  the  Board’s 
suggestion  were  carried  out  every  sanitary  authority  would  be  em¬ 
powered  to  make  provision  for  the  treatment  of  all  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  within  its  own  area  and  if  the  above  power  were  to  any  consider¬ 
able  extent  made  use  of,  the  comprehensive  scheme,  provided  by  the 
county  council,  would  turn  out  to  have  been  unnecessary.  The  county 
medical  officer  on  two  occasions  had  a  conference  with  responsible 
officials  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  strongly  urged  the  desir¬ 
ability  of  the  Board’s  consent  being  given  to  the  Newburn  Council’s 
application.  The  Board,  however,  stated  that,  however  desirable  it 
might  be  that  their  approval  should  be  obtained,  no  power  was  given  in 
the  Isolation  Hospitals  Acts  for  them  to  give  such  approval  and  that  no 
sanitary  authority  could  undertake  the  hospital  treatment  of  tubercu¬ 
lous  patients,  unless  all  were  invested  with  this  power  in  the  manner 
indicated  above. 

This  statement  of  facts  clearly  shows  that  the  county  council  has  all 
along  been  most  anxious  that  the  spare  pavilion,  in  the  Gosforth,  New¬ 
burn  and  Castle  Ward  Joint  Hospital,  should  be  used  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  that  the  county 
council  has  endeavoured,  though  unsuccessfully,  to  bring  this  about. 

*  13’7L  if  4  deaths  of  non-residents  which  took  place  within  the  district  be  deducted, 
and  if  the  deaths  of  29  residents  which  occurred  outside  the  district  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  14'49. 


Prudiioe. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  T.  C.  Penfold,  M.B.,  C.M.,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Area,  3,889  acres;  estimated  population,  8,450  ;  birth  rate,  28'75 ; 
general  death  rate,  *11‘36  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  1'30  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  Ill'll;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0'83 ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  118. 

Adopted  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ;  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  ;  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention) 
Act,  1890  ;  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  birth  rate  and  the  respiratory  death  rate  have 
decreased,  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  preceding 
year  by  2'34  and  0'02  respectively ;  the  remaining  rates  have  increased 
as  follows  : — general  death  rate  3' 18,  zymotic  death  rate  0'82,  infant 
mortality  rate  53'20,  Phthisis  death  rate  0'35. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-two  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  ninety-six  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  nor  deaths  occurring 
in  the  district  were  assignable  to  other  districts  but  that  1  birth  and  12 
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deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district  related  to  persons  ordinarily 
resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  births  belonging  to  the  district 
therefore  numbered  243  and  the  nett  deaths  108.  Of  the  latter,  27 
were  of  children  under  one  year  and  27  of  persons  65  years  and 
upwards. 

Forty-seven  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : — 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  7,  Erysipelas  10,  Scarlet  fever  12, 
Enteric  fever  1,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  10  and  Tuberculosis  (other 
than  Pulmonary)  7. 

Eleven  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Measles  5,  Scarlet 
fever  1,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  2  and  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  (under  2  years)  3. 

Phthisis  caused  7  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  10  and  violence  2. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — The  number  of  cases  notified  was 
again  remarkably  low  and  of  the  15  deaths  attributable  to  these  diseases 
12  were  due  to  Tuberculosis.  The  medical  officer  pointed  out  that  the 
latter  disease  is  gradually  decreasing  and  commented  upon  the  marked 
improvement  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease  in  its  early  stages  which 
has  taken  place  during  recent  years.  Four  cases  of  notifiable  disease 
were  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital  and  pleasure  was  expressed  at  the 
fact  that  the  prejudice  which  previously  existed  in  this  locality  against 
the  use  of  the  isolation  hospital  was  passing  away.  Six  houses  were 
disinfected  by  the  sanitary  inspector  after  outbreaks  of  notifiable 
disease. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable). — Measles  was  very  prevalent  and 
five  deaths  were  reported.  The  necessity  of  parents  and  the  public 
generally  treating  this  disease  more  seriously  was  emphasised. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — These  numbered  2  and  22  respectively. 
Fifty-five  visits  of  inspection  were  paid,  2  defects  were  found  and 
subsequently  remedied  and  four  reports  were  sent  to  ELM.  Inspector 
in  accordance  with  Sections  5  and  133  of  the  Act.  Only  two  of  the 
workshops  were  bakehouses  and  neither  were  underground.  No  lists 
of  outworkers  employed  in  the  district  were  received. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Twenty-one  cowkeepers  and  four  purveyors 
-of  milk  were  on  the  register ;  40  visits  of  inspection  were  paid.  Allusion 
was  made  in  the  previous  annual  report  to  improvements  in  dairy  cow¬ 
sheds  and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  further  steps  in  this 
direction  were  taken  during  the  year  under  review.  In  four  instances 
insanitary  foldyards  were  inq^roved  by  a  considerable  reduction  of  their 
areas  and  by  the  provision  of  impervious  paving  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
cowsheds.  Other  improvements  were  as  follows  : — drainage  4,  lighting 
and  ventilation  2,  floor  relaid  with  cement  1,  general  repairs  2,  new 
byre  provided  1.  Two  contraventions  of  the  regulations  as  to  over¬ 
crowding  in  cowsheds  were  met  with  and  remedied  after  notices  had 
been  served. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Byelaws  relating  to  these  premises  were  framed 
and  received  the  sanction  of  the  confirming  authority.  The  six  premises 
in  this  district  are  all  “  registered.”  The  medical  officer  points  out 
that  many  contraventions  of  the  new  byelaws  exist  and  urges  that 
either  the  existing  buildings  should  be  made  to  conform  with  the  bye¬ 
laws  or  that  a  public  slaughter  house  should  be  provided.  Twenty- 
four  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  but  with  the  exception  of  one  notice 
requiring  limewashing  no  administrative  action  appears  to  have  been 
taken. 

Scavenging. — This  work  is  provided  for  in  three  ways,  at  West  Wylam 
and  Prudhoe  by  contractor,  at  Mickley,  Low  Prudhoe  and  Eltringham 
by  the  local  colliery  proprietors  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  district 
by  the  individual  occupiers.  The  contractors  and  colliery  proprietors 
were  reported  to  have  carried  out  the  work  efficiently  but  man v  of  the 
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individual  occupiers  or  owners  were  very  neglectful.  Petitions  were 
received  from  some  of  the  inhabitants  urging  the  council  to  make  more 
suitable  arrangements  and  eventually  it  was  resolved  that  the  council’s 
system  as  carried  out  at  West  Wylam  and  Prudhoe  (by  contractors) 
should  be  extended  to  the  whole  area. 

Improvements. — Housing.  No  allusion  was  made  to  the  number  of 
new  houses  provided  during  the  year  and  the  housing  accommodation 
of  the  district  remained  very  inadequate.  The  council  instructed  the 
surveyor  to  visit  several  towns  where  housing  schemes  had  been  carried 
out  by  the  local  authority  and  present  a  report  with  a  view  to  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  a  similar  scheme  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890.  (Note. — In  August,  1914,  the  council  sealed 
an  agreement  for  the  purchase  of  about  8  acres  of  land  for  the  above 
purpose). 

The  return  of  work  done  in  accordance  with  the  Housing  Regulations 
showed  that  166  houses  were  inspected.  No  representations  of  houses 
unfit  for  habitation  were  made  but  two  closing  orders  were  issued  and 
served  relating  to  houses  reported  during  the  preceding  year.  One  of 
the  above  houses  was  vacated  but  the  remaining  order  had  not  been 
enforced  as  the  tenant  stated  that  another  house  was  not  obtainable  in 
the  district.  Two  houses  which  were  reported  upon  in  1912  were  volun¬ 
tarily  closed.  In  32  of  the  houses  inspected  the  defects  met  with  were 
remedied  without  closing  orders  being  made,  defective  spouting  was 
repaired  or  renewed  in  20  instances,  and  6  yard  surfaces  were  paved. 
The  medical  officer  reported  that  a  considerable  number  of  defects  in 
houses  and  their  surroundings  which  had  been  the  subject  of  notices  in 
1912  were  remedied  during  the  year  under  review,  all  of  which  were 
set  out  in  detail  in  the  report.  Amongst  these  may  be  mentioned  the 
provision  of  16  dormer  windows  in  the  attic  bedrooms  of  back-to-back 
houses  at  Low  Prudhoe. 

Water  Supply. — The  work  in  connection  with  the  much  needed  supply 
for  the  High  Mickley  district  was  commenced  during  the  year  and 
2,400  yards  of  8  inch  and  52  of  4  inch  water  mains  were  laid  by  the 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  in  connection  with  the 
scheme.  When  completed  water  will  be  pumped  from  the  new  main  at 
Mickley  Square  to  a  small  reservoir  above  High  Mickley  from  which 
the  following  houses  will  be  supplied  by  gravitation  : — the  houses  in 
High  Mickley,  Edgewell  Cottages  and  the  isolation  hospital,  Edgewell 
House,  Mickley  Moor  Farm  and  Mickley  Vicarage.  The  supply  to 
South  View,  West  View  and  the  Aged  Miners’  Homes  has  already  been 
improved  under  the  scheme.  The  medical  officer  also  reported  that  a 
number  of  houses,  previously  supplied  by  stand  pipes,  had  been 
furnished  with  separate  service  connections. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  only  improvement  in  the  sewerage 
system  was  the  provision  of  150  yards  of  a  new  sewer  from  West  Mick¬ 
ley  to  the  Mickley  sewage  disposal  works,  to  replace  a  sewer  which  had 
been  seriously  damaged  by  pit  falls. 

The  sanitary  inspector  served  54  notices  requiring  improvements  to 
private  drainage  systems  and  in  45  of  these  instances  the  work  required 
had  been  carried  out. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — Eighty-one  foul  privy  ashpits  were 
abolished^  during  the  year.  In  48  instances  ash  closets  were  substi¬ 
tuted  and  33  water  closets  were  provided,  the  improvements  and  the 
localities  in  which  they  were  carried  out  being  set  out  in  the  medical 
officer’s  report.  In  several  instances  repairs  or  alterations  were  effected, 
notably  by  the  removal  of  wooden  privy  risers  and  the  substitution  of 
others  of  impervious  material. 

Streets  and  Roads.— It  is  exceedingly  disappointing  to  find  that  none 
of  the  unmade  roads  to  which  reference  has  been  made  in  several  pre- 
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vious  reports  were  made  up  during  the  year.  The  outlook  is  however 
somewhat  more  promising  as  it  was  reported  that  plans,  estimates  and 
apportionments  were  prepared  by  the  surveyor  with  a  viewT  to  the 
necessary  work  being  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892.  The  road  from  Prudhoe  station 
to  Prudhoe  was  widened  and  in  three  instances  public  footpaths  were 
improved. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (T.  Burnie). — Although  a  large  number 
of  sanitary  deficiencies  were  found  in  this  district  the  report  under 
consideration  gives  evidence  of  a  i^raiseworthy  attempt  and  an  appreci¬ 
able  amount  of  success  achieved  in  their  reduction.  The  special  visits 
of  inspection  numbered  530  and  the  defects  met  with  were  the  subject 
of  269  notices,  which,  with  two  exceptions,  were  informal.  In 
192  instances  the  defects  were  remedied  and  in  35  the  required  work 
had  been  placed  in  the  builders  hands.  The  matters  dealt  with  came 
under  the  following  classification  : — housing  defects  86,  insufficient 
water  supply  3,  foul  and  defective  drainage  54,  sanitary  accommodation 
85,  unpaved  yards  18,  other  matters  21. 

Byelaws. — In  addition  to  those  relating  to  slaughter  houses,  byelaws 
relating  to  the  Prevention  of  Nuisances,  etc.,  and  to  New  Streets  and 
Buildings  were  adopted,  but  the  latter  had  not  received  the  sanction  of 
the  confirming  authority  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Requirements. — Housing.  The  great  insufficiency  of  housing  accom¬ 
modation  in  this  district  as  well  as  the  extremely  unsatisfactory  condi¬ 
tion  of  a  large  number  of  the  houses  provide  a  vast  scope  for  adminis¬ 
trative  action  in  the  future,  and  if  these  conditions  are  to  be  removed 
within  a  reasonable  time  the  action  of  the  council  and  its  officials  will 
need  to  be  exercised  with  a  determination  commensurate  with  the  task 
involved.  The  recent  decision  to  proceed  with  a  housing  scheme  is  a 
step  in  the  right  direction  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  secure 
the  carrying  out  of  a  sufficient  and  suitable  scheme  without  delay. 
Meanwhile,  no  relaxation  of  the  council’s  efforts  in  the  direction  of 
improving  the  existing  houses  should  be  allowed,  especially  as  regards 
the  extremely  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient  bedroom  accommodation 
in  a  large  number  of  houses. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  credit  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  due  in  respect  of  the  abolition  of  8l  foul  privies  during  the  year 
is  very  considerably  discounted  by  the  fact  that  in  more  than  half  the 
instances  mentioned  the  objectionable  conservancy  system  was  per¬ 
petuated.  That  the  council  is  convinced  of  the  desirability  of  extend¬ 
ing  the  water  carriage  system  is  shown  by  the  praiseworthy  resolution 
to  insist  on  water  closets  for  all  new  houses  and  as  the  council  has 
ample  legal  powers  to  compel  owners  to  substitute  water  closets  in  all 
cases  where  the  existing  accommodation  is  unsatisfactory  the  perpetua¬ 
tion  of  the  privy  system  as  indicated  above  is  a  most  retrograde  step. 

Scavenging. — Now  that  the  council  has  provided  a  scavenging  system 
for  the  whole  district  a  further  improvement  should  be  effected  by  the 
council  undertaking  the  work  by  their  own  workmen  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  officials.  This  work  has  too  important  a  bearing 
upon  the  sanitary  wellbeing  of  any  district  for  any  risk  of  its  being 
inefficiently  carried  out  to  be  justifiable  and  the  experience  of  other 
district  councils  who  have  undertaken  scavenging  by  their  own  men 
indicates  that  it  can  be  carried  out  more  economically  as  well  as  much 
more  efficiently  than  by  any  other  method. 

Streets  and  Roads. — It  is  very  desirable  that  the  “  large  amount  of 
preliminary  work  ”  undertaken  by  the  officials  should  be  the  precursor 
of  many  improvements  in  the  condition  of  the  private  streets  and  roads 
in  this  district  and  that  when  reviewing  the  next  annual  report  it  will 
be  possible  to  point  to  many  instances  of  the  necessary  work  having 
been  actually  carried  out. 
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Paving  of  Yards.— There  is  still  much  scope  for  work  in  this  direction 
and  if  the  council’s  legal  powers  are  energetically  exercised  the  sani¬ 
tary  condition  of  many  houses  and  their  surroundings  will  thus  be 
greatly  improved. 

Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease. — A  steam  disinfector  should  be 
available  for  dealing  with  beds,  mattresses  and  other  bulky  articles 
which  have  been  exposed  to  infection. 

*  12 '78  if  tlie  deaths  of  12  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  district  he  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  12*79. 


Rothbury. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  F.  Barrow,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A. 

Area,  970  acres  ;  estimated  population,  1,160;  birth  rate,  16‘38  ; 
general  death  rate,  *10  34;  zymotic  death  rate,  nil;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  nil ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  nil ;  death  rate  from 
respiratory  diseases,  O' 86. 

Adopted  Act. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  II. 
and  III.). 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  there  were  no  deaths  recorded  in  this 
district  from  zymotic  diseases  and,  for  the  fifth  successive  year,  no 
deaths  from  Phthisis ;  it  is  also  noteworthy  that  no  deaths  were 
recorded  of  children  under  one  year.  The  birth  rate  and  infant  morta¬ 
lity  rate  decreased  by  1*88  and  95'23  respectively,  and  the  general  death 
rate  and  respiratory  death  rate  increased  by  O' 77  and  0'86  respectively 
in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  preceding  year. 

As  already  stated  no  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases— a  state¬ 
ment  which  is  applicable  to  only  two  other  sanitary  districts  (the  urban 
district  of  Seghill  and  the  rural  district  of  Bellingham) ;  this  district 
also  shares  with  the  urban  district  of  Newbiggin  the  distinction  of 
having  no  deaths  from  Phthisis  during  the  year  and  is  also  the  only 
district  in  which  no  infant  deaths  were  recorded ;  the  birth  rate  and 
respiratory  death  rate  were  each  the  second  lowest  in  the  county. 

Nineteen  births  were  registered  during  the  year  and  12  deaths.  It 
appeared  that  no  births  but  2  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were 
properly  assignable  to  other  districts  and  that  3  deaths  which  took 
jfiace  outside  the  district  were  of  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the 
district.  The  nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered 
19,  and  the  nett  deaths  13.  Of  the  latter,  none  were  of  children  under 
one  year  and  7  of  persons  65  years  and  uj^wards. 

Four  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : — Scarlet 
fever  1  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  3. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable). — Of  the  four  notifications  received, 
three  were  of  visitors  to  the  district.  One  case  (Scarlet  fever)  was 
removed  to  the  isolation  hospital.  The  houses  in  which  the  cases 
occurred  were  all  disinfected  and  the  usual  precautionary  measures 
adopted. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable). — Measles  and  Whooping  cough 
were  prevalent  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  the  elementary 
school  was  closed  for  six  weeks  during  January  and  February  in  conse¬ 
quence.  No  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases  occurred- 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  were  4  factories  and  18  registered 
workshops  in  the  district,  one  of  the  latter  being  a  bakehouse.  The 
visits  of  inspection  to  workshops  numbered  46  and  to  factories  5.  No 
defects  or  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  met  with.  No  outworkers 
were  employed  in  the  district. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Ten  dairy  cowkeepers  in  the  urban  area  were 
subject  to  registration  though  the  medical  officer  candidly  admits  that 
no  register  is  kept ;  the  number  of  dairy  cows  was  28.  Thirty  visits  of 
inspection  were  paid  and  the  medical  officer  reported  that  strict  cleanli¬ 
ness  was  observed  both  of  the  premises  and  the  dairy  utensils. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Three  such  premises  were  in  use  but  whether 
these  were  “  licensed  ”  or  <c  registered  ”  was  not  stated.  No  breaches 
of  the  council’s  byelaws  were  reported  and  on  each  of  the  18 
visits  of  inspection  the  general  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
The  situation  of  one  slaughter  house  was  objectionable  but  in  this  case 
removal  was  contemplated.  No  diseased  or  unsound  food  was  met  with 
during  the  year. 

Scavenging . — The  removal  of  house  refuse  devolves  upon  the 
individual  occupiers,  the  only  assistance  given  by  the  urban  council 
being  the  provision  of  a  public  tip  at  Garleigh.  The  medical  officer 
referred  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  securing  frequent  and  regular 
scavenging  under  existing  arrangements  and  in  several  cases  it  was 
necessary  to  give  notice  to  the  occupiers  reminding  them  of  their 
obligation. 

Improvements. —  Housing.  The  medical  officer  reported  that  the 
housing  accommodation  for  all  classes  was  more  than  ample.  The 
systematic  inspection  required  by  the  Housing  Regulations  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1911  but  during  the  year  under  review  two  houses  were 
reported  to  be  unfit  for  habitation.  No  closing  orders  were  made  as 
the  necessary  improvements  were  carried  out  in  one  case  and  the  other 
house  was  subsequently  burned  down  and  rebuilt. 

Water  Supply. — The  town  was  adequately  supplied  with  water  of 
good  quality  by  two  private  water  companies.  In  two  instances  the 
mains  were  extended  to  houses  for  which  the  supply  had  not  hitherto 
been  satisfactory. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  new  sewerage  system  was 
reported  to  have  worked  satisfactorily  and  the  effluent  from  the  sewage 
disposal  works  to  have  been  uniformly  good.  A  few  minor  drainage 
improvements  were  reported. 

Requirements. — Sanitary  Conveniences.  The  record  of  improvements 
in  sanitary  accommodation  was,  for  the  second  year  in  succession,  a 
blank  one,  which  is  all  the  more  regrettable  considering  that  the 
medical  officer  recently  reported  a  large  number  of  uncovered  ashpits 
in  the  district  and  for  16  houses  the  absence  of  any  ashpit  accommoda¬ 
tion.  The  further  extension  of  the  water  carriage  system  and  the  pro- 
vision  of  “an  ashpit  (or  ashbin)  fitted  with  proper  covering  ”  for  all 
houses  not  so  provided  are  important  sanitary  requirements  which  should 
have  immediate  attention. 

Scavenging. — The  absence  of  a  system  of  public  scavenging  in  any 
urban  district  claiming  consideration  as  a  health  resort  is  surprising 
and  a  scavenging  system  under  the  direct  control  of  the  council  should 
be  adopted. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — It  is  again  necessary  to  point  out  that  the 
keeping  of  a  register  of  these  premises  is  a  legal  obligation  by  virtue  of 
Clause  6  (2)  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. — The  requirements  of  Article  XX.  (16) 
of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1910,  have  again  been  ignored  and  the 
tabular  form  giving  particulars  of  work  done,  inspections  made,  etc., 
during  the  year  was  again  omitted.  This  obligation  should  be  met  in 
future  annual  reports. 

*  11*20  if  the  deaths  of  two  noil -residents  which  took  place  within  the  district  he 
deducted,  and  if  three  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  outside  the  district  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  9T6. 
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Seaton  Delaval. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  S.  Taylor,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.F.P.S. 

Area,  5,348  acres ;  estimated  population,  8,005  ;  birth  rate,  23'86 ; 
general  death  rate,  *9*49 ;  zymotic  death  rate,  0'99 ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  115*1.8  ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0*37 ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  0‘ 37. 

Adopted  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  II. 
and  III.),  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Part  X.),  Infec¬ 
tious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  zymotic  death  rate  and  the  infant  mortality 
rate  have  increased,  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the 
jDreceding  year,  by  0'69  and  17*62  respectively;  the  remaining  rates 
have  decreased  as  follows  : — birth  rate  1*89,  general  death  rate  3*83, 
Phthisis  death  rate  0*76  and  respiratory  death  rate  1*51. 

The  general  death  rate  and  the  respiratory  death  rate  were  each  the 
lowest  recorded  in  the  administrative  county,  and  the  Phthisis  death 
rate  was  the  second  lowest  among  urban  districts. 

One  hundred  and  ninety  births  were  registered  during  the  year  and 
seventy-six  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  but  one  death  occurring 
in  the  district  was  properly  assignable  to  another  district  and  that  one 
birth  and  seven  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district  related  to 
persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  births  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  191,  and  the  nett  deaths  82.  Of 
the  latter,  22  were  of  children  under  one  year  and  24  of  persons  65  years 
and  upwards. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-seven  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
as  follows  : — Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  12,  Erysipelas  12, 
Scarlet  fever  129,  Enteric  fever  2,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  9  and  Tuber¬ 
culosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  3. 

Eight  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric  fever  1, 
Scarlet  fever  1,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  1  and  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  (under  2  years)  5. 

Phthisis  caused  3  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  3  and  violence  4. 

The  medical  officer  divided  the  district  into  three  sub-districts.  The 
following  table  gives,  for  each  sub-district,  and  for  the  whole  district, 
the  birth  rate,  the  various  mortality  rates  and  the  attack  rate  of  notifi¬ 
able  infectious  diseases  per  1,000  population  : — 


Sub- districts. 

Popu¬ 

lation. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

deaths. 

Zymotic 

deaths. 

Infectious 

diseases. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
births. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop- 

No. 

notified. 

Attack 
rate  per 
1000  pop. 

Seaton  Delaval... 

4,400 

110 

25*0 

47 

10*6 

18 

163*6 

4 

0*90 

88 

2*0 

New  Hartley  ... 

1,847 

33, 

17  8 

19 

10  3 

3 

90*9 

2 

1*08 

59 

31*9 

Hartley  ... 

1,753 

47 

26*7 

16 

9*1 

1 

21*2 

2 

1*14 

20 

11*4 

Whole  district 

8,005 

*191 

23*8 

82 

10*2 

22 

115*2 

8 

0*99 

167 

20*8 

*  Including  one  birth  transferable  inwards. 


Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — Scarlet  fever  was  increasingly  pre¬ 
valent  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  accounted  for  more  than 
three-fourths  of  the  number  of  notifications  received.  The  difficulty  of 
controlling  this  disease  was  commented  upon  by  the  medical  officer, 
three  important  factors  in  its  causation  and  spread  being  pointed  out, 
viz.  : — (1)  the  friendly  (?)  visits  of  neighbours  (often  with  children)  to 
infected  houses,  (2)  the  absolute  impossibility  of  securing  efficient 
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isolation  in  many  houses  owing  to  the  absence  of  proper  bedroom  accom¬ 
modation,  and  (3)  the  rooted  objection  of  some  parents  to  allow  their 
children  to  be  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital.  The  many  advantages 
to  be  gained  by  utilising  the  last-named  provision  were  admirably  set 
out  in  the  report.  The  cases  removed  to  hospital  numbered  35  : — 
Scarlet  fever  33,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  fever  1  each.  The  sanitary 
inspector  paid  188  special  visits  to,  and  disinfected,  37  houses  in  which 
outbreaks  of  notifiable  disease  occurred. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N  on-notifiable). — Influenza  was  prevalent  and 
three  deaths  from  this  disease  were  reported.  The  only  other  non- 
notifiable  disease  which  was  prevalent  to  an  appreciable  extent  was 
Diarrhoea,  which  caused  six  deaths. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Nine  workshops  were  on  the  register,  none 
of  which  were  bakehouses.  Forty-eight  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  ; 
one  contravention  of  the  Act  was  met  with  and  remedied  after  notice. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  were  16  registered  cowkeepers  and  one 
purveyor  of  milk  in  this  district.  The  framing  of  regulations  under 
the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  was  under  consideration 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  Eleven  of  the  cowsheds  were  supplied  with 
water  from  the  council’s  mains  and  five  from  wells.  No  reference  was 
made  to  the  structural  condition  of  the  various  premises  but  they  were 
reported  to  be  “  generally  in  a  cleanly  and  satisfactory  condition.”  ‘ 
Seventy-eight  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  and  in  five  cases  it  was 
found  necessary  to  serve  limewashing  notices,  which  were  complied 
with. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  four  slaughter  houses  were  inspected  on  44 
occasions  but,  as  the  council  has  not  yet  fulfilled  its  obligation  to 
frame  byelaws,  the  efficient  control  of  these  premises  is  almost  impos¬ 
sible.  Structural  alterations  were  carried  out  at  one  slaughter  house 
after  notice  served  by  the  inspector,  but  similar  alterations  were 
urgently  needed  in  the  other  cases.  No  action  as  regards  unsound 
food  was  reported. 

Scavenging. — This  work  w^as  done  by  seventeen  contractors  and 
although  some  of  the  contracts  were  satisfactorily  carried  out,  in  other 
instances  the  work  was  very  inefficiently  performed  ;  on  two  occasions 
the  council  were  compelled  to  cancel  the  contracts  owing  to  the  negli¬ 
gence  of  the  contractors.  The  average  cost  per  house  per  annum  was 
6s.  5d.,  ashpits  being  emptied  fortnightly  and  pail  closets  weekly. 

Improvements. — Housing.  Only  five  houses  were  erected,  but  plans 
were  passed  for  the  erection  of  130  at  New  Hartley  in  view  of  colliery 
developments  at  that  place.  In  pursuance  of  the  Housing  Regulation’s 
173  .houses  were  inspected  ;  eleven  were  represented  to  the  council  as 
being  unfit  for  human  habitation  but  only  seven  closing  orders  were 
made  and  the  houses  vacated.  Twelve  unsatisfactory  houses  were 
voluntarily  closed  by  the  owners.  Although  defects  were  found  in  139 
of  the  houses  inspected  and  178  notices  were  served,  in  only  11  instances 
were  the  defects  remedied.  Credit  was  given  in  the  report  for  many 
improvements  voluntarily  carried  out  by  the  principal  property  owners, 

“  new  windows,  doors,  staircases,  floors,  etc.,  being  provided.”  The 
condition  of  the  improved  houses,  especially  as  regards  bedroom  accom¬ 
modation  was,  however,  far  from  satisfactory. 

Water  Supply. — The  council’s  water  mains  were  extended  35  yards  in 
West  Blyth  Street  and  it  was  decided  to  carry  out  similar  extensions 
at  Silver  Hill  and  Hartley  Water  Mill.  In  sixteen  instances  notices  to 
provide  a  supply  were  served  and  with  one  exception  complied  with. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — More  than  200  yards  of  new  sewers  were 
provided  in  Blyth  Street  and  Store  Terrace  and  2,087  yards  of  new 
drains  were  laid  in  connection  with  improvements  to  private  drainage 
systems,  notably  at  Gloucester  Lodge  Cottages,  Silver*  Hill  and  Cross 
Row,  New  Hartley.  A  foul  ditch  at  Long  Row  was  piped  in  for  200 
yards  and  a  serious  nuisance  thereby  abated. 
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Sanitary  Accommodation.— The  number  of  improvements  effected  was 
extremely  disappointing  considering  the  vast  scope  for  work  in  this 
direction.  Twenty-eight  privies  were  abolished,  but  ash  closets  (an 
improved  type  of  privy)  were  substituted  in  every  instance.  In  42 
instances  defective  privies,  etc.,  were  repaired. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (A.  Dorin). — The  tabular  return  prepared 
in  accordance  with  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order  was  supplemented  by  a 
report  giving  most  interesting  information  as  to  various  administrative 
details.  The  visits  of  inspection  during  the  year  numbered  568,  defects 
found  388,  informal  notices  served  408.  The  defects  remedied  num¬ 
bered  247,  but  only  25  statutory  notices  were  served  relating  to  the  141 
defects  not  dealt  with.  The  statutory  notices  all  related  to  defective 
sanitary  accommodation  and  were  complied  with. 

Requirements • — The  sanitary  circumstances  and  administration  of  this 
district  was  the  subject  of  a  recent  report  (October,  1914)  by  the  county 
medical  officer  in  which  the  many  and  varied  requirements  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  were  set  out  in  detail.  For  this  reason  the  following  brief 
enumeration  will  suffice  : — 

(1)  Housing. — («)  The  consideration  of  a  scheme  for  providing  houses 
under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1S90  ; 
(b)  a  more  effective  use  of  the  powers  given  by  Section  15  to  18  of  the 
1909  Act,  and  the  closure  or  improvement  of  the  numerous  insanitary 
houses. 

(2)  Water  Supply. — ( a )  The  owners  of  houses  at  North  Moor  Farm 
and  Camp  Terrace  should  be  compelled  to  provide  a  supply  without 
further  delay;  ( b )  improved  distribution  should  be  insisted  upon  for  all 
houses  supplied  by  standpipes  and  for  all  first  floor  flats  which  have 
not  a  supply  inside  the  house. 

(3)  Sewerage  and  Drainage. — (a)  A  new  outfall  sewer  should  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  Lysdon  Burn  drainage  area  and  the  main  sewer  now 
terminating  at  Lysdon  Farm  should  be  extended  so  as  to  provide  a  sea 
outfall;  (b)  many  improvements  are  required  in  the  drainage  of  houses 
and  especially  as  regards  roof  and  surface  water. 

(4)  Sanitary  Accommodation. — A  comprehensive  and  definite  policy 
for  dealing  with  foul  privy  ashpits ;  the  provision  of  privies  or  ash 
closets  should  not  be  allowed  except  in  the  absence  of  a  sufficient  water 
supply  and  sewerage  system. 

(5)  Scavenging. — This  work  should  be  taken  over  by  the  council. 

(6)  Streets  and  Roads. — The  council’s  powers  under  the  Private 
Street  Works  Act,  1892,  should  be  fully  utilised  until  all  private 
streets  which  are  in  an  unsatisfactory  state  have  been  made  up. 

(7)  Byelaws  for  the  regulation  of  slaughter  houses  and  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  nuisances  should  be  framed  without  further  delay. 

(8)  The  condition  of  the  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  should  receive 
consideration  and  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  should  be 
enforced. 

(9)  The  provision  of  a  steam  disinfector  at  the  joint  isolation  hospital. 

*  10'24  if  the  death  of  a  non-resident  which  took  place  within  the  district  he  deducted, 
and  if  7  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  outside  the  district  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  1018. 


S  EG  HILL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  Miller,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Area,  1,427  acres;  estimated  population,  2,049;  birth  rate,  2P96 ; 
general  death  rate,  *10'24  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  nil ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  Ill'll;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0'48 ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  2' 92. 
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Adopted  Acts. — None. 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  Phthisis  death  rate  is  the  same  as  during  the 
preceding  year  ;  the  birth  rate  and  the  respiratory  death  rate  ha  ve  in¬ 
creased  by"  1*47  and  0'97  respectively  ;  the  remainder  of  the  rates  have 
decreased  as  follows  : — general  death  rate  4' 39,  zymotic  death  rate  0  to 
and  the  infant  mortality  rate  55' 55. 

Forty-five  births  were  registered  during  the  year  and  twenty -one 
deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  nor  deaths  occurring  in  the  district 
were  properly  assignable  to  other  districts  and  that  6  deaths  which  took 
place  outside  the  district  wetre  of  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  tire 
district.  The  nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered 
45,  and  the  nett  deaths  27.  Of  the  latter,  5  were  of  children  under  one 
year  and  6  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

Six  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : — Erysipelas 
2,  Scarlet  fever  3  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1. 

No  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  a  condition  obtaining  in 
only  two  other  sanitary  districts  (the  urban  district  of  Rothbury  and  the 
rural  district  of  Bellingham). 

The  death  rate  from  respiratory  diseases,  however,  was  the  second 
highest  recorded  in  the  administrative  countv. 

Phthisis  caused  1  death  and  respiratory  diseases  6. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — Six  cases  were  notified  as  compared 
with  eleven  in  the  preceding  year.  All  the  three  cases  of  Scarlet  fever 
were  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital  and  the  infected  houses  were 
fumigated  by  the  sanitary  inspector.  One  case  of  Phthisis  was  notified 
and  terminated  fatally. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Non-notifiable ). — Measles,  Influenza  and  Chicken- 
pox  were  each  prevalent  at  different  times  during  the  year  but  no  deaths 
occurred  from  these  diseases  and  on  no  occasion  was  it  found  desirable 
to  recommend  school  closure  in  consequence  of  these  outbreaks. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  medical  officer  reported  that  there 
were  no  factories  or  workshops  in  the  district. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Three  cowkeepers  were  on  the  register  and 
the  total  number  of  dairy  cows  kept  was  49.  One  cowkeeper  left  the 
district,  leaving  two  on  the  register  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Only  three 
visits  of  inspection  were  paid  by  the  sanitary  inspector,  and  no  defects 
appear  to  have  been  reported. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Only  one  slaughter  house  exists  in  this  district, 
and  this  is  neither  licensed  nor  registered.  Ten  visits  of  inspection 
were  paid,  but  beyond  this  no  administrative  action  appears  to  have 
been  taken. 

Improvements. — Housing.  The  only  improvement  recorded  was  the 
rebuilding  of  four  houses  at  Corving  Shops.  The  internal  condition  of 
these  houses  has  been  very  materially  improved  and  they  now  provide 
an  admirable  object  lesson  as  regards  the  improvements  required  in  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  houses  m  this  district.  Fifty  houses  were 
inspected  under  the  requirements  of  the  Housing  Regulations,  1910,  but 
with  the  exception  of  the  four  houses  above  mentioned  no  defects  were 
reported. 

Sewerage,  Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — No  improvements  were 
Reported,  but  as  regards  the  latter  the  medical  officer  stated  that  the 
effluent  from  the  two  sewage  disposal  works  was  “  often,  almost  per¬ 
fect.” 

acquirements. — Housing. — When  consideration  is  given  to  the  fact 
that  nearly  half  the  population  in  this  district  live  in  houses  where  the 
proportion  of  occupants  to  rooms  is  more  than  two  to  one,  and  that  in 
no  other  district  in  England  or  Wales,  according  to  the  last  census 
returns,  was  the  general  housing  accommodation  so  limited,  it  is  evident 
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that  very  drastic  measures  under  the  Housing  Acts  are  needed.  The 
improvements  carried  out  are  infinitesimal  compared  with  the  needs  of 
the  district  and  the  provisions  of  Sections  15  to  18  of  the  1909  Act 
should  he  much  more  rigorously  enforced  in  the  future.  The  only  bed¬ 
room  accommodation  in  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  houses  is  a  small, 
low  attic,  many  of  which  have  been  divided  into  two  in  order  to  provide 
sleeping  accommodation  for  different  sexes.  Before  these  attic  rooms 
can  be  considered  as  being  “  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ”  the  lighting 
and  ventilation  require  very  considerable  improvement ;  the  partitions 
should  be  removed,  proper  staircases  should  be  provided  in  place  of  the 
ladders  which  still  exist,  and  a  fireplace  should  be  provided  in  each 
room.  The  supply  of  houses  of  three  and  four  rooms  for  the  larger 
families  is  much  below  the  demand,  and  until  this  deficiency  is  met 
the  unenviable  notoriety  of  this  district  as  regards  its  housing  accom¬ 
modation  is  not  likely  to  be  lost. 

River  Pollution. — Measures  for  remedying  the  pollution  of  the  Seaton 
Burn  at  West  Farm,  Seghill  House,  and  Mare’s  Close  are  long  overdue 
and  should  receive  the  early  attention  of  the  urban  council. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  insanitary  uncovered  privy-askpits 
at  New  Square  and  Mare’s  Close  are  in  urgent  need  of  abolition. 

Streets  and  Roads.— There  is  much  need  in  this  district  for  utilising 
the  powers  under  Section  150  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  with 
a  view  to  improving  the  condition  of  the  back  streets  ( e.g .,  at  the  rear 
of  Blake  Town),  nearly  all  of  which  are  unmade  and  few  are  provided 
with  a  footpath. 

Adoptive  Acts,  Byelaws  and  Regulations. — Another  year  has  passed 
without  these  valuable  essentials  of  efficient  sanitary  administration 
having  been  made  available.  It  was  reported  that  the  framing  of  bye- 
laws  relating  to  new  streets  and  buildings  was  “  being  considered  ” 
during  the  current  year  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  will  soon  be 
submitted  for  confirmation.  Although  building  operations  have  been 
somewhat  rare  in  this  district  for  a  considerable  period  the  activities 
in  the  adjoining  district  make  it  most  essential  that  the  urban  council 
should,  by  the  adoption  of  modern  building  byelaws,  obtain  powers  fqr 
regulating  building  operations  which  may  at  any  time  be  undertaken  in 
the  district  under  review. 

The  urban  council  have  not  yet  framed  any  regulations  under  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (W.  H.  Coulthard). — The  return  sub¬ 
mitted  is  decidedly  unique  as  regards  this  county  and  is  almost  a  blank 
one.  According  to  the  return  no  defects  or  contraventions  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  were  reported  during  the  year  and  neither  informal  nor 
statutory  notices  were  served.  The  meagre  record  of  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  is  possibly  more  the  result  of  the  imperfect  method  of 
keeping  records  than  of  the  administrative  inaction  which  the  report 
suggests.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  most  desirable  that  systematic 
records,  as  required  by  Article  XX.  (11)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order, 
1910,  should,  in  the  future,  be  kept,  and  unless  this  is  done  the  anntual 
report  required  by  (16)  of  the  above-mentioned  Article  will  continue  to 
be  incomplete  and  unsatisfactory. 

*  13T7  if  six  deaths  of  residents  occurring  without  the  district  he  added. 

The  death  rate  corrected  for  difference  in  sex  and  age  constitution  was  13*44. 

Weetslade. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  J.  W.  Stephen,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Area,  2,198  acres;  estimated  population,  6,876  ;  birth  rate,  29‘81  ; 
general  death  rate,  *12'07 ;  zymotic  death  rate,  0'58  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  107'31  ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  1*74;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  2T8. 
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Adopted  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Part 
III.)  ;  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Part  II.,  Part  III. 
(except  Sections  39  to  42  inclusive)  and  Part  IV.  (except  Section  67)  ; 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ;  Private  Street  Works  Act, 
1892. 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  Phthisis  death  rate  and  the  respiratory  death 
rate  have  increased,  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the 
preceding  year,  by  0'85  and  0"54  respectively;  the  remaining  rates  have 
decreased  as  follows  : — birth  rate  4"96,  general  death  rate  2' 13,  zymotic 
death  rate  O' 16  and  infant  mortality  rate  4'28. 

In  this  district  was  recorded  the  second  highest  Phthisis  death  rate 
in  the  administrative  county. 

Two  hundred  and  five  births  were  registered  during  the  year  and 
eighty-three  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  but  4  deaths  occurring 
in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other  districts  and  that  9 
deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district  were  of  persons  ordinarily 
resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  births  belonging  to  the  district 
therefore  numbered  205  and  the  nett  deaths  88.  Of  the  latter,  22  were 
of  children  under  one  year  and  21  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as 
follows  : — Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  6,  Erysipelas  5.  Scarlet 
fever  121,  Enteric  fever  1,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  13  and  Tuberculosis 
(other  than  Pulmonary)  4. 

Four  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric  fever  1, 
Scarlet  fever  2  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  1. 

Phthisis  caused  12  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  15  and  violence  2. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  statistics  relating  to  the  four  sub¬ 
divisions  of  this  district  : — 


Sub-districts. 

Popu¬ 

lation. 

Birtlxs. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

deaths. 

Zymotic 

deaths. 

Infectious 

diseases. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

«  §  W 

?  go. 
o 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
births. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

notified. 

i 

:  Attack 
rate  per 
1000  pop. 

Dudley  ... 

Seaton  Burn 
Annitsford 
Wideopen  and  \ 
Hazel  rigg  ) 

2,981 

1,628 

1,339 

928 

88 

38 

51 

28 

29' 5 
23'3 
38' 1 

30'2 

35 

20 

21 

12 

ll'T 

12'3 

15-7 

12-9 

8 

5 

5 

4 

909 

1316 

98'0 

142-8 

2 

2 

0"67 

1-49 

90 

38 

12 

10 

30-2 

233 

8-9 

10-8 

Whole  district  ... 

6,876 

205 

29'81 

88 

12-79 

22 

107-31 

4 

0-58 

150 

21-8 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — A  severe  epidemic  of  Scarlet  fever 
occurred,  the  attack  rate  being  18  per  1,000  population ;  the  incidence 
was  greatest  on  the  Dudley  sub-district.  The  cases  of  this  disease 
(121)  represented  an  increase  of  58  upon  the  number  for  the  preceding 
year  and  were  the  chief  factor  in  the  increased  attack  rate  from  all 
notifiable  diseases.  The  disease  was  mild  in  type  and  only  two  deaths 
resulted.  The  medical  officer  reported  that  isolation  was  more  satis¬ 
factorily  carried  out  than  in  the  epidemic  of  the  previous  year,  but 
that  the  mildness  of  the  disease  and  the  objectionable  practice  of 
visiting  by  sympathetic  neighbours  contributed  to  its  spread. 
Eighteen  of  these  cases  (but  no  j)atients  suffering  from  other  infectious 
diseases)  were  removed  to  the  Newburn  isolation  hospital.  Special 
attention  was  paid  to  Tuberculosis  and  all  cases  notified  were  visited 
by  the  medical  officer  with  a  view  to  the  detection  of  unrecognised 
cases.  The  sanitary  inspector  disinfected  120  houses  in  which  notifi¬ 
able  disease  occurred  and  disinfectants,  printed  instructions,  etc.,  were 
supplied  to  householders. 


Factories  ctnd  Workshops. — Coal  mining  and  agriculture  being  practi¬ 
cally  the  sole  occupations  in  this’  district,  no  factories  and  only  eight 
workshops  exist.  Each  workshop  was  visited  but  no  defects  or  contra¬ 
ventions  of  the  Act  were  reported.  No  outworkers  were  employed;  no 
bakehouses  were  registered. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Nine  cowkeepers  were  on  the  register  but 
only  four  visits  of  inspection  were  paid.  One  contravention  of  the 
regulations  was  found  but  this  does  not  appear  to  have  been  remedied. 
No  reference  to  the  structural  condition  of  the  cowsheds  was  made  in 
the  report,  but  it  was  stated  that  they  were  kept  in  a  clean  condition. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  five  premises  in  this  district  were  all 
“  licensed,”  but  three  were  wooden  buildings.  Two  of  the  latter  were 
“  practically  disused”  and  the  third  “comparatively  little  used.”  The 
two  remaining  structures  were  much  more  satisfactory,  but  the  medical 
officer  recommended  that  the  internal  walls  in  one  should  be  lined  with 
glazed  bricks  so  as  to  ensure  increased  cleanliness.  Onlv  four  visits  of 
inspection  were  recorded  during  the  whole  year.  - 

Scavenging. — This  work  was  carried  out  by  contractors  employed  by 
the  urban  council  but  complaints  were  frequent  as  to  the  irregular  and 
inefficient  manner  in  which  the  work  was  done.  The  medical  officer 
emphasised  the  desirability  of  the  council’s  direct  employees  carrying 
out  the  work  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  if  such  a  step  were  taken 
“  these  complaints  would  be  obviated.”  The  periods  of  removal  were  : 
— ashpits  14  days,  ash  closets  7  days,  ashbins  3  days  and  the  average 
cost  was  Is.  5§d.  per  head  per  annum. 

Improvements. — Housing.  Building  operations  were  not  so  extensive 
as  during  the  previous  year ;  only  20  houses  were  erected  compared  with 
70  during  1912.  All  the  new  houses  were  in  the  Wideopen  sub-district. 
An  increased  amount  of  attention  was  given  to  the  work  required  under 
the  Housing  Regulations,  115  houses  being  inspected.  In  90  instances 
the  medical  officer  and  the  housing  inspector  made  a  joint  inspection. 
Six  houses,  all  at  Wideopen,  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  and 
closing  orders  were  made  and  enforced.  Few  of  the  houses  inspected 
were  satisfactory  but  in  41  instances  the  defects  reported  were 
remedied. 

Water  Supply. — With  the  exception  of  two  private  wells  the  water 
supply  of  this  district  is  derived  from  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Company’s  mains,  the  council  being  the  distributing  authority  except 
for  Hazelrigg  and  part  of  Wideopen.  The  average  consumption  per 
head  per  day  was  10' 7  gallons  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  every 
house  erected  during  the  past  five  years  has  been  provided  with  a 
separate  service. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — New  sewers  were  laid  for  four  of  the  colliery 
rows  at  Dudley  and  also  for  Cobbler’s  Row.  The  drains  for  the  Old 
Colliery  Cottages  at  Wideopen  were  improved  and  connected  to  the 
recently  constructed  sewerage  system.  The  sewage  from  Nixon’s 
Buildings  and  Cobbler’s  Row,  Dudley,  which  previously  discharged 
into  the  Seaton  Burn,  was  diverted,  and  is  now  discharged  into  the 
sewerage  system  of  that  locality.  The  total  length  of  new  sewers  pro¬ 
vided  during  the  year  was  1,369  yards.  Nineteen  defective  drainage 
systems  were  improved  in  accordance  with  notices  served  by  the 
sanitary  inspector. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — In  this  district  there  were  378  uncovered 
and  289  covered  privy  ashpits,  517  ash  closets,  92  water  closets  and  23 
ashbins.  Forty-two  privies  were  abolished  during  the  year,  10  being 
replaced  by  water  closets  and  32  by  ash  closets.  The  council  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  its  decision  to  require  water  closets  for  all  the  houses 
erected  in  future.  In  twenty-one  instances  structural  defects  were 
remedied  in  accordance  with  notices  served  by  the  sanitary  inspector. 
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Streets  and  Roads. — The  back  streets  behind  Western  Terrace  and 
East  View  Terrace  were  made  up  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act, 
1892,  and  further  improvements  of  this  nature  were  under  consideration. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (J.  Dinsdale). — The  tabular  return  pro¬ 
vided  in  accordance  with  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order  was  supplemented 
by  a  further  report  giving  many  interesting  administrative  details. 
Although  many  sanitary  defects  and  deficiencies  are  found  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  the  report  undoubtedly  gives  evidence  of  a  much  greater  effort  to 
improve  such  conditions  when  compared  with  some  previous  reports. 
The  visits  of  inspection  numbered  427,  nuisances  and  other  defects  met 
with  369,  informal  notices  served  165  and  statutory  notices  21.  Eighteen 
of  the  latter  had  been  complied  with  at  the  close  of  the  year  and  245 
of  the  defects  above  mentioned  had  been  remedied.  These  related  to 
structural  defects  in  houses  117,  overcrowding  3,  unsatisfactory  drain¬ 
age  19,  sanitarv  accommodation  68  and  other  nuisances  38. 

o  y  v> 

acquirements. — The  sanitary  condition  of  this  district  was  the  subject 
of  a  report  by  the  county  medical  officer  in  April  of  the  present  year 
(1914)  and  for  this  reason  the  following  brief  enumeration  of  the  various 
sanitary  requirements  of  the  district  will  suffice  : — 

(1)  Housing. — (a)  The  adoption  of  an  adequate  scheme  under  Part 
III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890  ;  ( b )  a  much 
fuller  use  of  the  council’s  powers  under  Sections  15  to  18  of  the  1909 
Act  with  a  view  to  securing  considerable  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  many  houses  in  an  insanitary  condition  and-  the  making  and 
enforcing  of  closing  orders  where  such  improvements  are  not  carried 
out  in  a  reasonable  time ;  (c)  special  attention  to  be  paid  to  back-to-back 
houses  and  the  condition  of  attic  bedrooms,  and  a  much  higher  standard 
insisted  upon  than  has  hitherto  been  adopted. 

(2)  Water  Supply. — Improved  distribution  in  the  case  of  all  houses 
supplied  by  stand-pipes  and  of  first  floor  flats  which  have  no  water 
laid  into  the  houses. 

(3)  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  early  provision  of  such  a 
scheme  as  will  remedv  the  pollution  of  the  Seaton  Burn  from  the  Seaton 
Burn  and  Annitsford  irrigation  grounds  and  provide  an  outlet  for  all 
houses  in  the  area  which  are  not  connected  to  the  present  sewerage 
systems. 

(4)  House  Drainage. — The  service  and  enforcing  of  notices  under 
Section  23  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  as  regards  all  houses  without 
suitable  provision  for  the  drainage  of  roof  and  surface  water  and  also 
for  houses  from  which  all  slop  water  must  be  carried  down  to  the 
ground  floor. 

(5)  Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  abolition  of  all  insanitary  or 
uncovered  privy  ashpits  and  the  substitution  of  water  closets  wherever 
the  sewerage  system  and  water  supply  are  satisfactory. 

(6)  Scavenging. — When  the  present  contracts  terminate  this  work 
should  be  taken  over  by  the  council’s  staff. 

(7)  Streets  and  Roads. — A  much  fuller  use  of  the  Private  Street 
Works  Act  than  has  hitherto  been  the  case. 

(8)  Paving  of  Yards. — A  systematic  policy  for  dealing  with  unpaved 
yards  with  a  view  to  removing  the  many  deficiencies  which  are  now  so 
much  in  evidence. 

(9)  Byelaws,  etc. — The  council’s  byelaws,  particularly  those  relating 
to  Slaughter  Houses  and  the  Prevention  of  Nuisances  should  be 
enforced.  The  licences  of  the  wooden  buildings  used  as  slaughter  houses 
should  be  cancelled. 

*1279  if  the  deaths  of  four  non-residents  which  occurred  within  the  district  he 
deducted,  and  if  nine  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  district  he  added. 
The  death  rate,  corrected  for  difference  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  12*51. 
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Whitley  and  Monkseaton. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  Peel  Sparks,  M.D.,  B.S. 

Area,  1,973  acres;  estimated  population,  15,500  ;  birth  rate,  15*74 ; 
general  death  rate,  *10*25  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  0'51  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  49'18;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0*90;  death  rate  from 
respiratory  diseases,  0*96. 

Adopted  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ;  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Parts  II.  to  VI.  and  VIII.  to  X., 
also  certain  sections  of  Part  VII.)  ;  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention) 
Act,  1890. 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  birth  rate,  the  general  death  rate  and  the 
zymotic  death  rate  have  decreased  by  1*66,  1*81  and  0*02  respectively, 
in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  previous  year  ;  the 
remaining  rates  increased  as  follows  : — infant  mortality  rate  18*53, 
Phthisis  death  rate  0*57  and  respiratory  death  rate  0*10. 

The  birth  rate  was  the  lowest  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  and  the 
general  death  rate  were  each  the  third  lowest  in  the  administrative 
county. 

Two  hundred  and  forty  births  were  registered  during  the  year  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  but  11 
deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other  dis¬ 
tricts  and  that  4  births  and  14  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the 
district  related  to  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The 
nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  244,  and  the 
nett  deaths  162.  Of  the  latter,  12  were  of  children  under  one  year  and 
71  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

One  hundred  and  forty-four  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
as  follows  : — Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  35,  Erysipelas  11, 
Scarlet  fever  69,  Enteric  fever  5,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  16  and 
Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  8. 

Nine  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric  fever  1, 
Measles  2,  Whooping  cough  2,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  3 
and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  1. 

Phthisis  caused  14  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  15  and  violence  5. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — An  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
these  diseases,  when  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  was  reported, 
especially  as  regards  Scarlet  fever  and  Diphtheria.  Special  visits  were 
paid  to  houses  in  which  cases  of  Tuberculosis  occurred,  spittoons  and 
other  appliances  were  provided  and  the  houses  disinfected  after  death 
or  removal  of  the  patients.  The  sanitary  inspector  reported  that  163 
rooms  in  dwelling  houses  and  46  rooms  in  the  elementary  schools  of  the 
town  were  disinfected  owing  to  outbreaks  of  disease  and  five  lots  of 
bedding  were  destroyed.  The  following  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital  : — Scarlet  fever  36,  Diphtheria  18,  Enteric  fever 
2,  total  56,  this  number  being  about  half  the  number  of  cases  of  the 
above  diseases  notified. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable). — Measles  and  Whooping  cough 
were  again  prevalent,  two  deaths  from  each  disease  being  reported. 
Referring  to  the  incidence  of  Whooping  cough  the  medical  officer 
remarked,  “this  district  is  unfortunately  used  as  a  dumping-ground 
for  these  cases  and  every  summer  hundreds  are  imported.” 

Factories  and  Workshops.—  Fifty-four  workshops  were  on  the  register, 
no  less  than  ten  of  these  being  bakehouses ;  the  factories  numbered  ten. 
The  visits  of  inspection  numbered  135  and  the  defects  or  contraventions 
of  the  Act,  10.  Seven  of  the  latter  had  relation  to  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  and  three  to  want  of  cleanliness,  all  being  remedied  after  notice. 
One  sanitary  defect  was  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector.  No  outworkers’ 
lists  were  received. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Eleven  cowkeepers  and  34  purveyors  of  milk 
were  on  the  register,  nine  of  the  former  being  also  purveyors.  The 
various  premises  were  inspected  on  149  occasions  and  7  notices  were 
served  on  the  occupiers  relating  to  defects  met  with,  all  of  which  were 
remedied.  The  sanitary  inspector  reported  that  at  one  dairy  farm  the 
drains  were  reconstructed  and  connected  to  the  council’s  sewer,  a  new 
water  supply  from  the  public  mains  provided,  the  walls  and  floor  of  the 
cowshed  cemented  and  the  sanitary  convenience  converted  to  the  water- 
carriage  system.  All  the  dairy  farms  in  the  district  are  now  supplied 
from  the  public  water  mains. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  no  private  slaughter  houses  in  this 
district  and  the  eight  premises  owned  by  the  council  were  occupied 
and  used  by  twelve  butchers.  The  visits  of  inspection  numbered  421 
and  on  14  occasions  breaches  of  the  council’s  byelaws  were  found. 
These  all  related  to  cleanliness  and  compliance  with  the  byelaws  was 
enforced.  On  only  one  occasion  was  a  diseased  carcase  met  with,  this 
being  a  cow  affected  with  Tuberculosis  ;  veterinary  advice  was  obtained 
and  the  carcase  was  allowed  to  be  sold,  but  the  organs  affected  were 
destroyed. 

Tents,  Vans,  etc.,  used  as  Dwellings. — The  number  of  these  structures 
in  occupation  during  the  year  was  216,  there  being  186  erected  in  fields 
abutting  on  Blyth  road,  and  30  in  the  Monkseaton  area.  Five  notices, 
relating  to  contraventions  of  the  council’s  byelaws  were  served  and 
enforced. 

Improvements. —  Reports  by  the  council’s  surveyor  and  sanitary 
inspector  were  incorporated  with  the  report  of  the  medical  officer  and 
the  record  of  improvements  effected  were  again  most  satisfactory. 

Housing. — Building  operations  were  actively  carried  on  and  70  villas 
and  71  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  The  council  prepared  a 
scheme  for  the  provision  of  38  houses  at  Hill  Heads  under  Part  III.  of 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.  The  sanction  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  was  obtained  after  public  enquiry  and  the 
work  was  progressing  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  total  estimated  cost 
was  £9,670,  which  included  £900  for  land  and  £730  for  roads,  sewer¬ 
age,  etc.  Four  types  of  houses  were  being  built  and  the  rents  were  to' 
be  5/6  per  week  for  those  with  2  bedrooms  and  varied  from  6/-  to  6/9 
clear  of  rates  for  those  having  3  bedrooms.  All  were  provided  with 
baths. 

In  accordance  with  the  Housing  Regulations  191  houses  were  in¬ 
spected,  none  of  which  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation.  In  39 
houses  various  defects  were  found  and  in  23  of  these  the  defects  had 
been  remedied  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Only  one  case  of  overcrowding 
was  reported  which  was  abated  after  the  service  of  a  statutory  notice. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  sewerage  system  was  extended,  chiefly 
in  connection  with  building  operations,  and  1,150  yards  of  new  sewers 
were  laid.  A  scheme  for  enlarging  and  otherwise  improving  the  existing- 
sewerage  system  was  in  preparation.  The  systematic  improvement  of 
private  drainage  systems  was  effectively  continued  and  the  drains  of  81 
houses  were  tested.  In  33  instances  defects  were  found  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  improvements  were  carried  out  in  accordance  with  notices  served  : — 
defective  drains  reconstructed  and  made  efficient,  1,004  yards  ;  new  gullies 
provided,  57  ;  new  inspection  chambers  and  intercepting  traps,  60  ; 
ventilating  inlets  fixed,  54  ;  new  soil  pipes,  205  yards  ;  defective  soil 
pipes  made  good,  79  yards  ;  obstructed  drains  unstopped,  35. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — Further  energetic  action  in  this  direction 
was  also  reported  ;  one  privy  and  63  pail  closets  were  abolished  and 
water  closets  substituted,  the  total  number  of  such  conversions  during 
the  three  years  1911-13  inclusive  being  209.  In  only  248  houses  is  the 
sole  sanitary  accommodation  a  pail  closet.  Minor  defects  relating  to 
sanitary  accommodation  were  remedied  in  356  instances. 
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Scavenging. — This  work  was  efficiently  carried  out  by  the  council’s 
staff,  a  daily  collection  of  refuse  being  maintained  during  the  summer 
months  where  necessary,  and  a  tri- weekly  collection  in  all  other  cases. 
The  amount  of  refuse  collected  averaged  7  cwts.  per  head  per  annum 
and  the  cost  of  removal  l/6£,  or  6/-  per  house.  The  refuse,  as  in 
previous  years,  was  deposited  on  tips  provided  by  local  farmers.  The 
nearest  house  was  150  yards  distant  from  the  principal  tip  and  only  six 
houses  were  within  a  quarter  mile  radius.  No  complaints  were  received. 
The  trade  refuse  and  house  refuse  of  a  combustible  nature  was  burnt 
in  the  natural  draught  refuse  destructor  at  Hill  Heads. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Repo rt  (J.  W.  Harper). — The  report  was  admir¬ 
ably  arranged  and  tabulated  and  gives  evidence  of  very  efficient  adminis¬ 
trative  work.  The  visits  of  inspection  numbered  5,145  and  the  sanitary 
defects,  nuisances,  etc.,  met  with  were  the  subject  of  744  informal 
and  82  statutory  notices.  Ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the  defects  com¬ 
plained  of  had  been  remedied  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  matters 
dealt  with  may  be  classified  as  follows: — drainage,  116;  sanitary 
accommodation,  451  ;  structural  defects  in  houses,  25  ;  yard  paving,  7  ; 
contravention  of  byelaws,  regulations  and  special  Acts,  36  ;  various  other 
matters,  19.  A  conviction  was  obtained  in  one  instance  for  removing 
offensive  material  through  the  district  in  contravention  of  the  byelaws. 

Requirements. — Sanitary  Accommodation.— The  commendable  action 
by  the  council  and  its  officials  during  recent  years  towards  the  abolition 
of  the  conservancy  system  should  be  energetically  continued  until  the 
anomaly  of  “  privy  pail  closets  in  a  health  resort  ”  has  been  removed. 

Refuse  Disposal. — It  is  equally  important  that  a  more  satisfactory 
method  of  disposing  of  over  5,000  tons  of  refuse  per  annum  than  by 
tipping  should  be  adopted.  The  dangers  to  public  health  which  invari¬ 
ably  accompany  the  tipping  system  are  too  great  to  be  complacently 
regarded,  especially  in  such  a  district  as  this,  where  health  brings 
wealth.  The  medical  officer’s  remark,  that  the  provision  of  a  refuse 
destructor  is  becoming  an  urgent  necessity,  should  receive  early  and 
sympathetic  consideration  by  the  council. 

Sewerage.— The  urgent  need  of  a  new  outfall  sewer  was  also 
emphasised  in  the  medical  officer’s  report. 

Water  Supply. — The  cottages  on  St.  Mary’s  Island  should  be  provided 
with  a  supply  from  the  public  mains. 

Steam  Disinfector. — The  sanitary  equipment  of  this  important  urban 
district  will  remain  inadequate  until  such  an  apparatus  is  available. 

Slaughter  Houses. — As  the  present  accommodation  is  insufficient, 
either  the  deficiency  must  be  made  good  by  the  council  or  by  the 
butchers.  The  precedent  of  granting  licences  in  a  district  where  there 
are  no  private  slaughter  houses  would  be  an  unfortunate  one,  but  the 
refusal  to  do  so  will  be  logically  untenable  unless  additional  accommo¬ 
dation  is  provided  by  the  council  at  an  early  date.  The  suggestion 
made,  that  the  present  slaughter  houses  should  be  used  as  hunger  houses 
and  a  cooling  house  and  a  public  abattoir  erected  in  close  proximity 
deserves  the  consideration  of  the  council. 

*  10*45  if  the  deaths  of  11  non-residents  which  took  place  within  the  district  he 
deducted,  and  if  14  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  outside  the  district  he  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  10*97. 
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RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


Alnwick. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  Scott  Purves,  M.D. 

Area,  93,009  acres:  estimated  population,  12,159;  birth  rate,  20'80  ; 
general  death  rate,  *13'07  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  0'32 ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  83'00 ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  1'06 :  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  1*81. 

Adopted  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ;  Infectious 
Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ;  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892  (foe 
certain  streets). 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  birth  rate,  the  zymotic  death  rate  and  the 
Phthisis  death  rate  decreased  by  O' 66,  O' 3*4  and  O' 01  respectively  in 
comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  preceding  year ;  the 
remaining  rates  increased  as  follows  : — general  death  rate,  0'45,  infant 
mortality  rate  17*63  and  respiratory  death  rate  0'58. 

Among  rural  districts  in  the  county  the  respiratory  death  rate  was 
the  second  highest. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births 
but  12  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to 
other  districts  and  that  11  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district 
were  of  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  births 
belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  253,  and  the  nett  deaths 
158.  Of  the  latter,  21  were  of  children  under  one  year  and  76  of  persons 
65  years  and  upwards. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-five  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
as  follows  : — Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  30,  Erysipelas  5,  Scarlet 
fever  80,  Enteric  fever  1,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  17  and  Tuberculosis 
(other  than  Pulmonary)  2. 

Four  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.  : — Scarlet  fever  1, 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  1  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 
2  years)  2. 

Phthisis  caused  13  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  22  and  violence  5. 

The  following  table  gives  statistical  information  of  considerable 
interest  relating  to  the  district  as  a  whole  and  also  to  each  sub¬ 
division  : — 


Sub-districts. 

Popu¬ 
lation  . 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

deaths. 

Zymotic 

deaths. 

Infectious 

diseases. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Rate 
perl, 000 
births. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

notified. 

Attack 
rate  per 
1000  pop. 

Wark worth  ... 

6,881 

157 

22'8 

85 

12'3 

12 

76'4 

3 

0'43 

119 

I7'3 

Embleton  . . . 

4,558 

83 

18-2 

62 

13' 6 

5 

60'2 

— 

— 

14 

3'0 

Den  wick 

720 

13 

18'0 

11 

15' 2 

4 

3077 

1 

1*39 

2 

27 

Whole  district 

12,159 

253 

20'80 

158 

12'99 

21 

83'0 

4 

0'32 

135 

111 

129 


Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable). — The  following  table  indicates  the 
localities  in  which  each  class  of  infectious  disease  occurred  and  the 
number  of  cases  notified  : — 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified. 


Sub-districts. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 
“  other  forms  ” 

Totals. 

Warkworth 

26 

5 

73 

1 

12 

2 

119 

Embleton 

3 

— 

7 

— 

4 

— 

14 

Denwick 

1 

• — 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

2 

Totals 

30 

5 

80 

1 

17 

2 

135 

The  great  preponderance  of  the  above  diseases  in  the  Warkworth 
sub-district  is  very  marked,  even  when  the  higher  population  of  the 
sub-division  is  taken  into  account. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  is  nearly  double  the  number  for  the 
preceding  year,  a  very  considerable  increase  m  the  incidence  of  both 
Scarlet  fever  and  Diphtheria  being  the  chief  contributory  cause. 

Of  the  80  cases  of  Scarlet  fever  64  were  reported  from  the  colliery 
village  of  Radcliffe ;  the  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions,  combined 
with  the  absence  of  isolation  hospital  accommodation,  had,  doubtless, 
a  marked  influence  on  the  extent  of  the  outbreak. 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Shilbottle,  Warkworth,  Radcliffe 
and  Alnmouth.  In  the  latter  village  two  separate  outbreaks  occurred 
and  in  order  “  to  restore  public  confidence  in  Alnmouth  as  a  health 
resort  ”  a  systematic  inspection  and  testing  of  all  the  sewers  and  drains 
in  the  village  was  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  sanitary 
inspector.  Sixty-three  houses  in  which  cases  of  notifiable  disease 
occurred  were  disinfected  by  the  sanitary  inspector. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable). — No  reference  to  these  diseases 
was  made  in  the  medical  officer’s  report  and  no  deaths  from  such 
diseases  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  official  table  required  by  the  Home 
Office  was  not  included  in  the  medical  officer’s  report,  nor  was  the 
number  of  premises  on  the  register  given,  but  the  sanitary  inspector 
reported  as  follows  : — Fourteen  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  and  in 
three  instances  notices  were  served  requiring  the  removal  of  conditions 
which  contravened  the  Act.  There  was  only  one  bakehouse  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  and  this  was  reported  to  be  satisfactorily  kept.  No  outworkers 
were  known  to  be  employed  in  the  district. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.. — The  register  of  cowkeepers  was  “  revised 
and  corrected  to  date  ”  and  included  the  names  of  38  cowkeepers;  the 
total  number  of  dairy  cows  kept  was  336.  The  milk  was  for  the  most 
part  sent  away  from  the  district  to  the  adjoining  urban  districts  of 
Amble  and  Alnwick,  and  also  to  Blyth,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Whitley 
Bay  and  Tyne  Dock.  Twenty-one  visits  of  inspection  were  paid,  but 
no  structural  improvements  were  found  to  be  necessary.  The.  report 
testifies  to  the  improved  condition  of  the  cowsheds  which  was  noticeable, 
especially  as  regards  general  cleanliness. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  were  nine  private  slaughter  houses  in  the 
district  and  four  of  these,  situate  at  Warkworth,  Alnmouth  and  Emble- 
ton  were  licensed  and  subject  to  the  byelaws  of  the  council.  The 
remaining  five  were  situate  at  Radcliffe,  Felton,  Glanton,  Craster  and 
Longhoughton  but  the  special  urban  powers  as  regards  slaughter  houses 
which  the  council  possess  do  not  apply  in  the  five  parishes  last  men¬ 
tioned.  Twenty-four  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  and  in  two  instances 
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sanitary  defects  were  found  and  subsequently  remedied  in  compliance 
with  notices  served  by  the  sanitary  inspector.  The  occupation  of  a 
slaughter  house,  at  Embleton,  which  adjoined  a  dwelling  house,  was 
discontinued  during  the  year.  The  question  of  providing  a  public 
slaughter  house  at  Wark worth  was  considered  but  no  definite  steps 
were  taken  as  the  council  had  not  the  necessary  legal  power  to  close  the 
existing  slaughter  houses  or  to  compel  the  occupiers  to  use  a  public 
slaughter  house  if  such  provision  were  available. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Only  one  such  house  is  on  the  register, 
this  being  at  Embleton.  Four  visits  were  paid,  one  contravention  of 
the  byelaws  was  found  and  remedied,  and  structural  improvements, 
the  nature  of  which  was  not  specified,  were  carried  out. 

Improvements. — Housing.  Seven  new  houses  were  built,  viz.,  New- 
brough  Colliery  2,  Togston  3,  Felton  1  and  Doxford  1.  The  returns  of 
the  housing  inspector  showed  that  183  houses  were  dealt  with  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Housing  Regulations,  the  parishes 
inspected  being  Edlingham,  Shilbottle,  Newton-by-the-Sea,  Longhough- 
ton  and  Christon  Bank.  None  of  the  houses  were  reported  by  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  but  in  35  instances  various  defects  were  found, 
chiefly  as  regards  drainage  and  sanitary  accommodation.  In  only  seven 
of  the  houses  were  the  defects  remedied  but  this  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  the  notices  were  served  near  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
workmen’s  dwellings  at  Quaker  Row,  Embleton,  were  remodelled  and 
improved,  as  also  was  the  Dovecot,  Glanton. 

Water  Supply. — The  report  of  the  sanitary  inspector  contained  many 
interesting  details  of  the  various  water  sup23lies  in  this  extensive  dis¬ 
trict  and  the  improvements  effected  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 
A  new  branch  pipe  was  laid  so  as  to  improve  the  supply  to  Hermi¬ 
tage  Farm  ;  the  Butts  water  main  at  Warkworth  was  relaid  through 
the  river  and  the  supply  very  appreciably  increased  ;  alterations  in  the 
distribution  of  the  Alnmouth  supply  were  carried  out  with  successful 
results,  in  order  to  improve  the  inadequate  pressure  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
and  boring  operations  were  in  progress  at  Denwick  Drift  with  a  view 
to  augmenting  this  supply.  A  scheme  for  improving  the  water  supply 
to  Hauxley  and  Togston  was  prepared  and  application  made  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  sanction  to  borrow  <£1,280  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  necessary  works.  The  Board,  however,  suggested  that  the 
high  level  area  in  the  township  of  Warkworth,  the  village  of  Ackling- 
ton  and  premises  elsewhere  (other  than  in  the  township  of  Togston) 
should  be  supplied  from  an  independent  source,  and  the  existing  water 
main  retained  for  the  supply  of  Hauxley  and  Togston  exclusively. 
This  suggestion  was  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year  and 
does  not  appear  to  meet  with  universal  favour  though  the  scheme 
prepared  by  the  Surveyor  did  not  provide  for  the  requirements  of 
Acklington. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  sewer¬ 
age  system  at  Alnmouth  received  the  consideration  of  the  rural  council 
on  several  occasions  and  a  scheme  for  relaying  the  old  sewers,  which 
consisted  of  open  jointed  field  pipes,  was  undertaken  and  commenced 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  The  large  accumulation  of  surface  water 
on  Alnmouth  Common  was  successfully  dealt  with  by  the  provision  of 
a  new  land  drain.  Several  improvements  to  private  drainage  systems 
were  effected  in  response  to  notices  served,  viz.  : — at  Alnmouth,  Ack¬ 
lington  Park,  Acklington  Field  House,  Warkworth,  Glanton,  Egling- 
ham  and  Craster.  Several  other  improvements  to  the  drainage  of  farm¬ 
houses  were  also  reported  to  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Alnwick 
Castle  authorities.  At  Hauxley  Old  School  the  sewage  was  diverted 
from  a  foul  roadside  ditch  and  provision  made  for  its  discharge  over 
land,  the  nuisance  formerly  existing  being  thus  abated. 
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Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  approximate  number  and  type  of  sani¬ 
tary  conveniences  in  this  district  was  reported  to  be  as  follows  : — water 
closets  500,  waste  water  closets  10,  privies  with  fixed  receptacles  1,800, 
privies  with  movable  receptacles  200,  earth  closets  50.  Improved 
accommodation  was  provided  at  High  Powburn,  Christon  Bank,  Guy- 
zance  East  House,  Warkworth,  Ratcheugh,  Felton,  Denwick  and  East 
Cawledge  Park,  but  the  nature  of  these  improvements  was  not  given  in 
the  report. 

Scavenging. — The  public  systems  of  scavenging  at  Alnmouth  and 
Togston,  which  are  under  the  control  of  the  council  were  maintained 
in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  the  results  thus  obtained  constituted  a 
marked  contrast  to  the  haphazard  methods  which  were  in  operation  in 
other  villages  where  this  important  work  is  still  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
tenants. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (M.  Temple  Wilson). — This  was  appended 
to  the  report  of  the  medical  officer,  and  gave  a  most  interesting  resume 
of  the  sanitary  work,  actual  and  prospective,  which  had  received  the 
council’s  attention  during  the  year.  The  tabular  statement,  now 
required  under  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  was  supplied  and 
the  following  particulars  were  given  : — the  visits  of  inspection  numbered 
1,493  and  the  defects  found  were  the  subject  of  73  informal  and  13 
statutory  notices.  In  49  instances  the  defects  complained  of  were 
remedied,  these  having  relation  to  the  following  matters  : — defective 
spouting  2,  drainage  16,  foul  sanitary  accommodation  24,  contraventions 
of  byelaws  7. 

Requirements. — Housing. — Evidence  is  not  wanting  that  in  some  parts 
of  this  district,  notably  at  Shilbottle,  Hauxley  and  Togston,  the  demand 
for  housing  accommodation  is  considerably  greater  than  the  supply  and  the 
council  should  take  an  early  opportunity  for  considering  its  powers 
under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  with 
a  view  to  meeting  the  deficiency.  There  is  also  need  for  a  fuller  use  of 
the  council’s  powers  under  Sections  15  to  18  of  the  1909  Act  in  the 
direction  of  securing  improvements  in  existing  houses,  notably  at  Rad- 
cliffe,  Bilton  Banks  and  Little  Houghton  Kiln  Cottage,  etc. 

Water  Supply. — The  most  pressing  requirement  in  this  district  is 
undoubtedly  the  provision  of  a  suitable  water  supply  in  the  Hauxley, 
Togston,  Heather  Leazes  and  Acklington  districts  and  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  secure  such  a  scheme  as  will  fully  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  these  districts  and  remove  the  serious  inconveniences  and 
dangers  to  health  which  continue  to  exist.  If  the  scheme  submitted 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  is  decided  upon  it  will  still  be  necessary 
to  deal  with  the  extremely  unsatisfactory  and  even  dangerous  conditions 
which  exist  at  Acklington.  Other  instances  of  unsatisfactory  water 
supplies  which  urgently  demand  the  attention  of  the  local  authority 
exist  at  Spitalford,  Gloster  Hill,  Sturton  Grange  South  side,  and  Ship- 
ley  Lane  and  the  rural  council  will  continue  in  default  as  regards  its 
statutory  obligations  under  Section  3  of  the  Public  Health  (Water) 
Act,  1878,  as  long  as  the  present  undesirable  conditions  exist  at  these 
places. 

River  Pollution. — Many  contraventions  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Pre¬ 
vention  Acts  still  continued  and  measures  for  dealing  with  them  are 
long  overdue.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  steps  taken  for  preventing 
the  pollution  of  the  Lady  Burn  at  Togston  will  be  successful  and  that 
the  conditions  at  High  Hauxley,  Rennington,  Christon  Bank,  Newton 
Hall,  Shilbottle,  Glanton,  Acton  Hall,  etc.,  will  receive  the  eaHy  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  rural  council  and  that  suitable  schemes  will  be  adopted 
for  remedying  the  pollutions  referred  to. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — Improvements  are  desirable  in  several 
localities  and  the  abolition  of  insanitary  pkivy  ashpits  should  be 
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expedited  ;  wherever  a  satisfactory  sewer  and  water  supply  are  available 
the  substitution  of  water  closets  should  be  urged,  if  not  compelled. 

Scavenging. — A  review  of  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the  various  parts 
of  this  district  brings  into  prominence  two  important  features,  (a)  the 
satisfactory  conditions  as  regards  refuse  removal  at  Alnmouth  and 
Togston,  where  public  scavenging  systems  under  the  council  are 
in  operation;  (b)  the  frequent  complaints  of  nuisances  arising  from 
unsightly  deposits  of  house  refuse,  overflowing  ashpits,  etc.,  which 
characterise  the  districts  in  which  no  such  system  exists,  e.g.,  Wark- 
worth,  Embleton,  Christon  Bank,  Newton-by-the-Sea,  etc.  The  absence 
of  public  systems  of  refuse  removal  in  places  such  as  those  referred  to 
can  only  be  regarded  as  a  dereliction  of  one  of  the  primary  duties  of 
any  sanitary  authority,  he.,  the  prevention  and  removal  of  nuisances, 
and  in  the  case  of  villages  having  claims  as  health  resorts  the  sanitary 
deficiency  referred  to  is  certain  to  act  prejudicially  both  as  regards  the 
financial  and  sanitary  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district. 

Byelaws. — The  council’s  byelaws  relating  to  (a)  New  Streets  and 
Buildings,  ( b )  Prevention  of  Nuisances,  and  (c)  Slaughter  Houses  should 
be  extended  so  as  to  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  rural  district.  The 
adoption  of  byelaws  on  the  lines  of  the  Local  Government  Board’s  Model 
Byelaws  relating  to  “  the  removal  of  house  refuse  and  the  cleansing  of 
earth  closets,  privies,  ashpits,  etc.,”  would  be  of  considerable  assistance 
to  the  council  and  its  officers  in  dealing  with  constantly  recurring 
nuisances  in  those  districts  in  which  no  public  system  of  scavenging  is 
provided. 

*  12*99  if  the  deaths  of  12  non -residents  which  took  place  within  the  district  he 
deducted,  and  if  11  deaths  of  residents  which  occixrred  outside  the  district  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  11*74. 


Belford. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  G.  Macaskte,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

Area,  39,619  acres ;  estimated  population,  4,961  ;  birth  rate,  16'93 ; 
general  death  rate,  *12*49  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  0'20  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  47*61  ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0'60 ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  1*00. 

Adopted  Acts. — The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Part 
III.)  ;  the  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Of  the  above  rates  the  Phthisis  death  rate  was  the  same  as  for  the 
preceding  year ;  the  general  death  rate  and  the  respiratory  death  rate 
increased  by  1*26  and  0*40  respectively ;  the  remainder  of  the  rates 
decreased  as  follows  : — birth  rate  1*74,  zymotic  death  rate  0*20  and 
the  infant  mortality  rate  16*90. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  the  second  lowest  recorded  in  the 
administrative  county ;  among  rural  districts  the  birth  rate  was  the 
lowest,  the  zymotic  death  rate  the  second  lowest  and  the  respiratory 
and  Phthisis  death  rates  were  each  the  third  lowest. 

Eighty-four  births  were  registered  during  the  year  and  sixty-two 
deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  but  one  death  occurring  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  was  properly  assignable  to  another  district  and  that  4  deaths 
which  took  place  outside  the  district  were  of  persons  ordinarily  resident 
within  the  district.  The  nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore 
numbered  84  and  the  nett  deaths  65.  Of  the  latter,  4  were  of  children 
under  one  year  and  29  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

Fifteen  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : — Diph¬ 
theria  2,  Erysipelas  3,  Scarlet  fever  7,  Enteric  fever  2  and  Tuber¬ 
culosis  1. 
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One  death  occurred  from  zymotic  disease,  viz.,  Measles. 

Phthisis  caused  3  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  5  and  violence  3. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  birth  rate,  the  various  mortality 
rates  and  the  attack  rate  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  each  sub¬ 
division  for  the  district  : — 


Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

deaths. 

Zymotic 

deaths. 

Infectious 

diseases. 

Sub-districts. 

Popu 

lation. 

No. 

Bate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Bate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Bate 
perl  ,000 
births. 

No. 

Bate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

notified. 

Attack 

rate  per 

1000  pop. 

Belford 

735 

14 

19-0 

12 

16’3 

2 

142-8 

- 

_ 

1 

1-3 

North  Sunder¬ 
land 

1,089 

19 

17-4 

10 

9-2 

1 

52-6 

4 

3-6 

Bamburgh  . . . 

401 

6 

14-9 

5 

12-5 

— 

— 

1 

2-49 

3 

7-5 

Beadnell 

319 

3 

9’4 

5 

157 

1 

333-3 

— 

— 

2 

62 

Remainder  of 
district 

2,417 

42 

17*4 

33 

13-6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

20 

Whole  district 

4,961 

84 

16-9 

65 

13T 

4 

47-6 

1 

020 

15 

30 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — The  remarkable  immunity  from 
these  diseases  which  this  district  has  enjoyed  for  some  time  continued 
during  the  year  under  review,  the  number  of  cases  notified  (15)  being 
two  less  than  during  the  preceding  year.  With  a  view  to  maintaining 
this  satisfactory  record  the  medical  officer  gave  a  succinct  statement  in 
his  report  of  the  various  causes  which  give  rise  to  such  diseases  as 
Diphtheria  and  Phthisis,  as  well  as  the  measures  which  should  be  taken 
by  householders  and  others  with  a  view  to  preventing  the  spread  of 
disease.  The  sanitary  inspector  disinfected  eleven  houses  in  which 
cases  of  Tuberculosis,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  fever,  or  Scarlet  fever  had 
occurred,  as  well  as  a  ship,  lying  temporarily  in  Budle  Bay,  on  which  a 
case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  fever  had  occurred. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( No'n-notifiable ). — An  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  and  it  was  considered  necessary  to  close 
the  schools  at  Beadnell  and  Bamburgh  for  periods  of  four  and  five  weeks 
respectively  during  February  and  March.  Only  one  case  ended  fatally. 
The  schools  at  the  above  places  and  at  North  Sunderland  were  disin¬ 
fected  by  the  sanitary  inspector. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  latter  premises  numbered  84  and  of 
these  8  were  occupied  by  herring  curers  and  5  were  bakehouses.  The 
only  defects  or  contraventions  of  the  Act  dealt  with  were  in  the  herring 
yards.  In  consequence  of  complaints  by  the  Home  Office  inspector  as 
to  the  need  for  limewashing  and  improvements  as  regards  general  clean¬ 
liness,  six  notices  were  served.  It  was  expected  that  the  notices  would 
be  complied  with  before  the  opening  of  the  next  herring  season.  The 
number  of  visits  of  inspection  during  the  year  was  84,  and  with  the 
exceptions  above-mentioned  the  conditions  found  were  generally  satis¬ 
factory.  No  outworkers  were  known  to  be  employed  in  the  district. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Twenty-three  cowkeepers  were  on  the  register 
and  all  the  cowsheds  were  inspected.  The  attention  of  occupiers  was 
directed  in  a  few  instances  to  the  need  for  limewashing  as  well  as  the 
thorough  cleansing  of  the  premises  and  the  -instructions  given  were 
subsequently  carried  out.  The  medical  officer  again  pointed  out  that 
greater  attention  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows  is  also  extremely 
desirable. 
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Slaughter  Houses. — These  numbered  seven  and  all  but  one  were 
licensed,  the  local  authority  having  obtained  urban  powers  for  the 
control  of  slaughter  houses.  Twenty  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  and 
in  three  instances  notices  for  remedying  defects  were  served.  In  two 
of  these  the  defects  were  remedied  but  the  sanitary  inspector  points 
out  that  no  improvements  as  regards  structural  matters  were  effected. 
No  action  was  taken  under  the  unsound  food  clauses  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — The  only  premises  of  this  type  are  situate 
at  Belford  and  the  sanitary  inspector  reported  that  extensive  repairs 
were  carried  out  to  the  interior  of  the  premises.  The  house  is 
registered  for  13  lodgers  and  the  use  of  the  kitchen  for  sleeping  pur¬ 
poses  has  now  been  prohibited.  Six  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  and 
the  house  is  reported  to  be  “  very  clean  and  well  kept.” 

Improvements. — Housing.  Five  new  houses  were  occupied  during  the 
year  and  a  closing  order  for  one  cottage  at  Belford,  which  was  operative 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  was  determined,  the  house  having 
been  considerably  improved.  The  inspections  made  under  the  Housing 
Regulations  numbered  197,  two  of  -the  houses  being  found  “  unfit  ”  ; 
closing  orders  were  made  in  both  instances  and  the  houses  vacated. 
One  house  was  voluntarily  closed  by  the  owner.  Various  defects  such 
as  dampness,  structural  defects  and  dilapidations  were  found  in  115  of 
the  houses  inspected  but  in  only  32  of  the  latter  were  “  all  or  some  ” 
of  the  defects  remedied.  The  improvements  effected  were  set  out  in 
detail  in  the  sanitary  inspector’s  report. 

Water  Supply. — New  supplies  from  the  mains  of  the  North  Sunder¬ 
land  waterworks  company  were  provided  for  Newham  Mill  Cottage  and 
Swinhoe  Cottage,  these  being  the  only  instances  in  which  new  water 
supplies  were  installed  during  the  period  under  review. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.— It  is  extremely  disappointing  to  find  that, 
as  regards  improvements  in  this  branch  of  sanitary  administration,  the 
year  under  review  was  another  “  lean  year,”  although  so  much  is 
needed  in  this  district.  With  the  exceptions  that  an  old  drain  at 
Elford  was  relaid  and  ventilation  provided  and  that  at  Shoreston  Hall 
a  modern  system  of  sewage  disposal  was  installed,  no  improvements 
appear  to  have  been  carried  out. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — Only  four  water  closets  were  installed 
during  the  year,  three  of  these  being  for  recently  erected  cottages  at 
Shoreston.  In  twenty  instances  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  houses 
was  improved  and  remodelled,  the  conservancy  system,  however,  being 
maintained. 

Sanitary  Inspector’ s  Report  (T.  W.  Dodd). — The  tabular  return  fur¬ 
nished  in  accordance  with  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1910,  shows  that 
447  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  various  premises  and  that  208 
defects,  contraventions  of  byelaws,  etc.,  were  found,  most  of  which 
related  to  structural  defects  in  houses.  The  above  defects  were  the 
subject  of  informal  notices  served  on  the  respective  owners  or  occupiers 
but  although  only  about  half  the  notices  were  complied  with,  only  one 
statutory  notice  appears  to  have  been  served  during  the  whole  year. 

Requirements. — Housing.  The  record  of  improvements  effected,  when 
considered  in  conjunction  with  the  many  unsatisfactory  housing  condi¬ 
tions  in  this  district,  is  extremely  disappointing.  Although  the  number 
of  houses  inspected  is  quite  satisfactory  the  record  of  action  taken 
shows  that  the  powers  possessed  by  the  sanitary  authority 
are  not  being  utilised,  as  although  defects  were  found  in  115 
of  the  houses  and  informal  notices  were  served,  less  than  one-third  of 
the  latter  were  complied  with  and  not  a  single  statutory  notice  was 
served  except  the  two  closing  orders  previously  referred  to.  Many 
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houses  previously  reported  to  the  council  (e.g.,  at  Blackett  Row,  Bam- 
burgh ;  Granary  Cottages,  North  Sunderland;  West  Street,  Belford ; 
Swinhoe,  Broomford  ;  Taylor  Street,  Seahouses)  remain  in  a  condition 
which  urgently  demands  attention  and  statutory  notices  under  the 
Housing  Acts  should  be  served  « and  enforced  in  all  these  instances. 

The  undoubted  need  for  additional  housing  accommodation  at  Belford, 
Bamburgh  and  North  Sunderland  has  no  doubt  accounted  to  some 
extent  for  the  delay  in  enforcing  much  needed  housing  improvements 
and  the  council  should  take  an  early  opportunity  for  considering  the 
advisability  of  utilising  its  powers  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

Water  Supply. — The  distribution  of  water  supplies  remains  very 
unsatisfactory  and  the  council’s  obligations  under  Section  3  of  the 
Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  should  be  met  in  all  the  following 
instances  where  water  has  to  be  carried  for  long  distances  : — Belford 
(Sionside,  West  Street,  and  the  common  lodging  house)  ;  North  Sun¬ 
derland  (the  houses  not  connected  to  the  water  mains)  ;  Bamburgh 
(Blackett’s  Cottages,  Alma  Cottages,  and  Armstrong  Cottages)  ;  Elling- 
ham  School  and  the  houses  near,  and  West  Fleetham.  With  regard  to 
the  latter  the  medical  officer  makes  special  reference  to  the  desirability 
of  supplying  the  houses  from  the  water  main  laid  through  the  village. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  outstanding  requirement  is  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  a  modern  system  of  sewerage  and  drainage  for  the  village  of 
Belford,  and  the  persistent  refusal  of  the  local  authority  to  carry  out 
its  statutory  obligations  under  Sections  15  and  19  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  reproach  to  the  sanitary  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  district.  Until  a  satisfactory  scheme  of  sewerage  is 
carried  out  the  work  of  remedying  the  extremely  defective  conditions 
of  house  drainage  and  sanitary  accommodation  will  be  extremely  diffi¬ 
cult  and,  as  regards  the  latter,  impossible. 

Pollution  of  Streams. — No  attempt  appears  to  have  been  made  to 
remedy  the  serious  pollution  of  the  Belford  Burn,  Long  Nanny,  River 
Waren  and  other  watercourses.  Appropriate  measures  for  dealing 
with  the  sewage  from  the  villages  of  Belford,  Chathill,  Elford,  Elling- 
ham,  Warenford  and  Lucker  previous  to  its  discharge  into  the  above 
watercourses  are  long  overdue  and  should  receive  the  early  attention  of 
the  rural  council. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  abolition  of  insanitary  privies  and 
ashpits  is  not  being  so  energetically  proceeded  with  as  the  conditions 
demand  and  a  much  fuller  use  of  the  council’s  powers  under  Section  36 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  is  extremely  desirable.  The  numerous 
examples  which  urgently  demand  the  attention  of  the  council  have 
been  pointed  out  in  a  previous  report  and  their  continued  existence  is 
not  only  a  grave  reflection  on  the  local  sanitary  administration,  but 
seriously  counterbalances  the  claims  of  some  of  these  villages  as  health 
resorts. 

Byelaws  and  Regulations. — These  should  be  more  strictly  enforced 
than  has  hitherto  been  the  case,  especially  those  relating  to  slaughter 
houses  and  to  the  keeping  of  animals. 

The  adoption  of  byelaws  relating  to  the  cleansing  of  cesspools,  privies, 
ashpits,  etc.,  is  desirable  as  regards  all  the  parishes  not  provided  for 
by  a  system  of  public  scavenging.  Such  byelaws  afford  a  ready  method 
for  preventing  and  removing  nuisances  caused  by  lethargic  occupiers 
of  premises  who  fail  to  meet  their  obligations  as  regards  the  regular 
and  frequent  cleansing  of  sanitary  conveniences. 

*  13*10  if  one  death  of  a  non-resident  occurring  within  the  district  he  deducted,  and 
if  four  deaths  of  residents  occurring  without  the  discrict  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  11*84. 
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Bellingham. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  P.  Elliot,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.M. 

Area,  246,580  acres ;  estimated  population,  5,750  ;  birth  rate,  20'52 ; 
general  death  rate,  *1T82;  zymotic  death  rate,  nil;  infant  mortality  rate 
(per  1,000  births),  11016 ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  1-56;  death  rate  from 
respiratory  diseases,  O' 87. 

Adopted  Acts. — None. 

With  the  exception  of  the  birth  rate  and  Phthisis  death  rate,  which 
increased  by  3' 30  and  O' 17  respectively,  all  the  above  rates  decreased  in 
comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  preceding  year  as 
follows  : — general  death  rate  2'79,  zymotic  death  rate  0'34,  infant  morta¬ 
lity  rate  0'95  and  respiratory  death  rate  0'87. 

Among  rural  districts  the  Phthisis  death  rate  was  the  highest  and 
the  infant  mortality  rate  the  third  highest,  but  the  zymotic  and  respira¬ 
tory  death  rates  were  each  the  lowest  and  the  general  death  rate  the 
third  lowest. 

One  hundred  and  sixteen  births  were  registered  during  the  year  and 
sixty-eight  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  but  one  death  occurring 
in  the  district  was  properly  assignable  to  another  district  and  that  2 
births  and  4  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district  related  to 
persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The.  nett  births  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  118  and  the  nett  deaths  71.  Of 
the  latter  13  were  of  children  under  one  year  and  31  of  persons  65  years 
and  upwards. 

Eighty-five  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : — 
Erysipelas  3,  Scarlet  fever  70,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  7  and  Tubercu¬ 
losis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  5. 

As  in  Rothbury  and  Seghill  urban  districts  no  deaths  occurred  from 
zymotic  diseases. 

Phthisis  caused  9  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  5  and  violence  3. 

The  medical  officer  as  in  former  years,  for  purposes  of  statistical 
comparison,  divided  the  district  into  six  sub-districts  and  the  method 
of  grouping  the  various  parishes  were  shown  in  the  report.  The  follow¬ 
ing  table  gives  information  as  to  population,  birth  rates  and  various 
mortality  rates,  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  and  the  attack 
rate  and  the  latter  per  1,000  population  in  the  several  sub-divisions  : — 
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Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable). — The  number  of  cases  notified  was 
considerably  in  excess  of  that  obtaining  for  the  preceding  year,  a  wide¬ 
spread  outbreak  of  Scarlet  fever  being  the  sole  cause  of  the  increase. 
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The  medical  officer  reported  that  the  outbreak  never  assumed  an 
epidemic  form  and  although  the  chief  incidence  was  upon  the  sub¬ 
districts  of  Bellingham  and  Falstone,  cases  were  notified  from  23  dis¬ 
tinct  centres.  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  and  only  12  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  as  against  22  cases  of  Phthisis  during  the 
preceding  year.  Under  Tuberculosis  the  medical  officer  reports  that 
greater  care  is  now  being  taken  than  formerly,  particularly  as  regards 
isolation  of  the  patients  and  the  cleanliness  and  disinfection  of  the 
home.  Thirty-four  houses  in  which  cases  of  notifiable  disease  occurred 
were  disinfected  by  the  sanitary  inspector. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable). — Measles,  Mumps,  Chicken-pox 
and  Whooping  cough  were  prevalent  in  different  parts  of  the  district 
and  the  schools  at  Plashetts,  Woodburn,  Greystead,  Emblehope  and 
the  counci]  school  at  Bellingham  were  closed  for  varying  periods  in 
consequence  of  one  or  other  of  these  outbreaks.  No  deaths  were, 
however,  recorded  as  the  result  of  any  of  the  above  diseases. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  registered  workshops  numbered  six¬ 
teen  (none  of  which  were  bakehouses)  and  the  factories  two.  Twenty- 
seven  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  but  no  defects  or  contraventions  of 
the  Act  were  reported. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Eight  cowkeepers  were  registered  and  the 
sanitary  inspector  reported  that  14  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to 
dairies  and  cowsheds.  Two  defects,  the  nature  of  which  was  not  stated, 
were  reported  and  these  were  remedied  in  compliance  with  informal 
notices.  The  rural  council  is  still  one  of  the  few  authorities  in  the 
county  which  has  not  adopted  regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
and  Milkshops  Orders. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Of  the  ten  slaughter  houses  in  the  council’s  area, 
one  was  very  considerably  improved.  Another  was  recently  occupied 
in  place  of  much  less  satisfactory  premises,  the  use  of  which  had  been 
discontinued.  The  medical  officer  pointed  out  that  the  various  pre¬ 
mises  were  kept  by  the  respective  occupiers  in  a  most  satisfactory 
condition  as  regards  cleanliness,  but  no  allusion  was  made  to  their 
structural  condition,  drainage,  water  supply,  etc.  Twenty-two  visits  of 
inspection  were  paid  and  on  three  occasions  defects  were  met  with  and 
subsequently  remedied.  No  byelaws  are  in  force  in  this  district  for  the 
registration,  licensing  and  general  control  of  these  premises.  No  action 
under  the  unsound  food  clauses  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  was  reported. 

Improvements. — Housing.  Of  the  1,460  houses  in  this  district  five 
were  built  during  the  year  under  review  and  144  were  not  inhabitated. 
The  sanitary  inspector  gave  a  detailed  account  of  a  number  of  valuable 
structural  improvements  carried  out  during  the  year  which  furnish  a 
most  praiseworthy  record  of  work  done.  In  pursuance  of  the  Housing 
Pegulations  157  houses  were  inspected,  15  of  which  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  Four  of  these  were  voluntarily  closed  by 
the  owners  and  representations  were  made  to  the  local  authority  as 
regards  11  houses.  In  only  three  instances  were  closing  orders  made 
and  two  of  the  houses  involved  had  been  vacated  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  In  32  houses  the  defects  complained  of  were  remedied. 

Water  Supply. — The  private  water  supplies  at  Low  Park  and  Grey¬ 
stead  Pectory  were  improved,  and  new  “  piped  ”  supplies  were  provided 
for  two  cottages  at  Hareshawhead,  for  one  at  Greenhead  and  for 
Birtley  Vicarage. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — No  important  extensions  of  any  sewerage 
systems  were  carried  out  but  the  surveyor  prepared  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  schemes  for  Greenhaugh  and  Lanehead  and  application 
was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction  to  borrow  T600 
for  carrying  out  the  work.  Many  improvements  to  private  drainage 
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systems  were  carried  out,  all  of  which  were  given  in  detail  in  the  sani* 
tary  inspector’s  report.  At  Carriteth  Cottages  a  septic  tank  and  filter 
were  provided  and  the  previous  pollution  of  a  tributary  of  the  River 
North  Tyne  was  thus  remedied. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — Seven  water  closets  and  three  ash  closets 
were  substituted  for  privy  middens ;  two  privy  ashpits  were  abolished 
and  one  was  roofed  over.  Twenty-six  notices  were  served  relating  to 
foul  ashpits  which  needed  cleansing,  all  of  which  were  complied  with. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (R.  E.  Riddle). — The  number  of  visits 
of  inspection  paid  during  the  year  was  484,  and  the  defects  and  con¬ 
traventions  of  byelaws  numbered  165.  Informal  notices  were  served 
relating  to  the  following  : — Housing  57,  water  supply  33,  drainage  19, 
sanitary  accommodation  47,  paving  of  yards  2,  other  matters  7,  total 
165.  The  matters  complained  of  were  remedied  after  informal  notices 
in  106  instances  and  in  two  cases  in  compliance  with  statutory  notices. 

Requirements. — Housing.  The  notices  served  in  relation  to  defects 
under  the  Housing  Acts  should  be  more  promptly  enforced  than  has 
been  the  case  at  Plashetts  and  unless  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
found  during  housing  inspections  are  promptly  remedied,  the  statutory 
•action  provided  by  the  1909  Act  should  be  taken  without  delay. 

Water  Supply. — The  medical  officer  pointed  out  that  the  water  supply 
for  West  Woodburn  was  still  unsatisfactory  and  that  steps  should  be 
taken  for  its  improvement  without  further  delay.  It  is  noteworthy  that  of 
the  premises  inspected  during  the  year  30  houses  were  reported  to  have  an 
insufficient  supply  and  that  although  in  only  six  of  these  instances  had 
the  defect  been  remedied,  no  other  steps  appear  to  have  been  taken 
and  statutory  notices  were  not  served. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — Many  instances  of  river  pollution, 
which  have  been  previously  reported  in  detail,  still  existed  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  and  the  adoption  of  remedial  measures  is  long  overdue ;  especially 
is  this  the  case  at  Falstone,  East  and  West  Woodburn  and  Otterburn. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  protracted  negotiations  which  have  delayed 
the  proposed  schemes  for  Greenhaugh  and  Lanehead  will  result  in  the 
completion  of  satisfactory  schemes  at  an  early  date  and  will  be  followed 
by  further  schemes  for  dealing  with  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  at 
Falstone,  East  Woodburn,  Donkleywood  and  Kirkwhelpington. 

Sanitary  Accommodation.- — For  many  houses  in  thiis  district  the 
accommodation  provided  is  unsatisfactory  and  improvements  are  not 
being  carried  out  as  rapidly  as  the  conditions  demand.  The  gradual 
extension  of  the  water  carriage  system  is  one  of  the  most  satisfactory 
features  in  the  report  and  such  improvements  should  be  urged  wherever 
the  sewerage  and  water  supply  render  such  a  course  practicable.  The 
rural  council  should  also  serve  and  enforce  statutory  notices  in  all  cases 
in  which  informal  notices  are  not  complied  with.  During  the  year 
under  review  only  one-third  of  the  defects  relating  to  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  were  remedied  and  not  a  single  statutory  notice  was  served. 

Scavenging. — A  public  system  of  scavenging  should  be  provided  for 
the  larger  villages,  e.g.,  Bellingham,  Wark  and  Falstone.  Many  nuis¬ 
ances,  contraventions  of  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  etc.,  which 
from  time  to  time  occur,  would  automatically  cease  if  such  schemes  were 
provided  and  the  sanitary  improvements  secured  would  be  well  worth 
the  comparatively  trifling  cost,  especially  when  the  claims  of  these 
villages  to  be  health  resorts  are  considered. 

Byelaws  and  Regulations.— The  adoption  of  byelaws  relating  to 
slaughter  houses  and  of  regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Orders  is  very  desirable  if  the  rural  council  desires  to  have 
more  effective  control  over  these  premises. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. — This  and  the  adjoining  sanitary  authority 
of  Haltwhistle  were  again  the  only  authorities  in  the  administrative 
county  which  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1913  had  made  absolutely  no 
provision  whatever  for  isolating  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
disease  even  in  the  case  of  Small-pox.  The  arguments  against  making 
any  such  provision  are  the  old  ones,  viz.  : — (1)  that  the  district  is  so 
extensive  and  some  of  the  roads  so  bad  that  one  hospital  could  not 
serve  the  whole  district,  therefore  no  hospital  should  be  provided  for 
any  portion  ;  (2)  that  if  a  hospital  were  provided  for  the  most  populous 
centre  people  would  object  to  use  it ;  (3)  that  outbreaks  of  Small-pox 
will  probably  only  occur  at  intervals  of  some  years  and  that  if  cases 
should  be  met  with  the  sanitary  authority  will  then  consider  how  they 
can  best  be  dealt  with.  This  is  hardly  the  place  for  combatting  the 
above  views,  though  the  answer  to  each  objection  is  very  easily  provided. 

*  12*34  if  the  death  of  a  non-resident  which  occurred  within  the  district  be  deducted, 
and  four  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  district  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  10*70. 


Castle  Ward. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Willmot  Holmes,  M.R. C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Area,  85,124  acres;  estimated  population,  12,472;  birth  rate,  2T32  ; 
general  death  rate,  *12'02  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  1*20  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  135'33 ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0  96;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  P68. 

Adopted  Acts. — The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 
(Part  III.)  ;  the  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ;  the  Private 
Street  Works  Act,  1892  (for  the  parish  of  Mason). 

With  the  exception  of  the  birth  rate,  which  decreased  by  O' 07,  all  the 
above  rates  have  increased,  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates 
for  the  preceding  year,  as  follows  general  death  rate  2' 80,  zymotic 
death  rate  0'63,  infant  mortality  rate  61'97,  Phthisis  death  rate  0'31 
and  respiratory  death  rate  O' 61. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  the  highest  recorded  among  rural 
districts. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  deaths.  It  appeared  that  2  births  and  10 
deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other  dis¬ 
tricts  and  that  17  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district  we^e  of 
persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  births 
belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  266,  and  the  nett  deaths 
157.  Of  the  latter,  36  were  of  children  under  one  year  and  40  of  persons 
65  years  and  upwards. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-five  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
as  follows  : — Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  31,  Erysipelas  9,  Scarlet 
fever  91,  Enteric  fever  4,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  20  and  Tuberculosis 
(other  than  Pulmonary)  10. 

Fifteen  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric  fever  1, 
Measles  3,  Scarlet  fever  1,  Whooping  cough  3,  Diphtheria  and  Mem¬ 
branous  croup  2  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  5. 

Phthisis  caused  12  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  21  and  violence  3. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable).—' The  year  was  marked  by  two  epi¬ 
demics  of  Scarlet  fever  at  Dinnington  Colliery  and  Hazelrigg 
respectively,  and  by  an  increased  incidence  of  Diphtheria  which  largely 
accounted  for  the  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications 
received.  The  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  also  increased,  20 
notifications  being  received  compared  with  8  during  the  preceding  year. 
'Commenting  on  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  fever  the  medical  officer  dealt 
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with  the  foolish  practice  of  visiting,  by  neighbours,  the  houses  where 
infectious  disease  occurred  and  further  pointed  out  that  the  inadequacy 
of  any  provision  for  isolation  in  many  of  the  houses  exerted  a  consider¬ 
able  influence  in  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases.  A  fuller  use  of  the 
isolation  hospital  was  recommended.  Fourteen  of  the  31  cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  at  Ponteland,  eight  of  these  being  inmates  of  the 
Workhouse,  where  the  drainage  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and 
subsequently  was  improved.  All  the  cases  of  Phthisis  notified  were 
visited  and  printed  leaflets  pointing  out  the  necessary  precautionary 
measures  were  supplied.  Pocket  spitting  flasks  and  disinfectants,  etc., 
were  provided  where  required  and  periodical  disinfection  (usually  once 
in  six  months)  was  carried  out  wherever  possible.  The  sanitary 
inspector  disinfected  all  houses  in  which  cases  of  notifiable  disease 
occurred  as  well  as  the  Dinnington  Colliery  School. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable) . — As  was  the  case  in  the  previous 
year,  Measles  and  Whooping  cough  were  prevalent,  but  not  in  the  same 
parishes.  The  Dinnington  C.E.  School  was  closed  for  a  fortnight  in 
May  on  account  of  Measles  and  the  schools  at  Capheaton  and  Ingoe, 
in  March  and  April,  owing  to  outbreaks  of  Whooping  cough.  Each 
disease  was  the  cause  of  three  deaths.  All  the  schools  mentioned  were 
disinfected  by  the  council’s  officials  before  being  re-opened. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  were  17  workshops  and  4  factories 
in  this  district,  two  of  the  former  being  bakehouses.  Twenty-one  visits 
of  inspection  were  reported  and  seven  contraventions  of  the  lime¬ 
washing  provisions  of  the  Act  were  met  with  and  subsequently  reme¬ 
died.  These  were  the  subject  of  complaint  by  H.M.  Inspector  under 
Section  5  of  the  Act.  The  medical  officer  reported  that  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  various  workshops  was  quite  satisfactory.  No  out¬ 
workers  were  known  to  be  employed  in  the  district. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Thirty-one  cowkeepers  were  on  the  register 
and  the  number  of  dairy  cows  kept  by  them  was  approximately  660. 
Two  dairy  cowkeepers  gave  up  business  and  were  removed  from  the 
register.  No  improvements  in  the  above  premises  were  reported,  the 
medical  officer  pointing  out  that  “  the  dairies  are  generally  in  a  very 
satisfactory  condition.”  Most  of  the  milk  produced  was  sent  to  New¬ 
castle  and  no  complaints  were  received  as  regards  tuberculous  or  other¬ 
wise  unsatisfactory  supplies. 

Slaughter  Houses. — No  special  powers  as  regards  licensing,  byelaws, 
etc.,  were  in  force.  All  the  private  slaughter  houses  (the  number  of 
which  was  not  given  in  the  report)  were  inspected  from  time  to  time 
but  no  further  administrative  action  was  reported.  Attention  was 
called  to  the  impossibility,  in  an  extensive  district  such  as  this,  of 
maintaining  a  satisfactory  supervision  of  the  meat  supply  owing  to  the 
widespread  distribution  of  the  slaughter  houses  and  the  variable  times 
at  which  slaughtering  takes  place.  One  carcase,  extensively  affected 
with  tuberculosis,  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  buried. 

Scavenging . — No  public  systems  of  scavenging  were  under  the  control 
of  the  local  authority.  In  the  mining  areas  the  work  was  usually  carried 
out  by  the  local  colliery  proprietors  and  was  reported  to  have  been  well 
done.  In  other  parts  of  the  district  the  removal  of  house  refuse  devolved 
upon  the  respective  occupiers. 

Improvements. — Housing.— In  addition  to  the  houses  provided  for  the 
staff  of  the  new  asylum  at  Stannington,  17  new  houses  were  erected 
during  the  year.  In  pursuance  of  the  Housing  Regulations  164  houses 
were  inspected  and  of  these  five  were  reported  to  be  unfit  for  habitation 
and  closing  orders  were  made.  Three  of  the  houses  were  vacated  and 
two  were  satisfactorily  improved  and  the  closing  orders  determined. 
Several  improvements  were  effected  in  other  houses,  notably  at  Prest¬ 
wick,  wheie  eight  houses  were  remodelled,  the  roofs  being  stripped,  the 
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walls  raised  and  new  floors  put  in,  etc.  The  housing  inspector  repoit i  d 
that  “  this  is  the  most  improved  village  m  the  district,  both  m  appe 
ance  and  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view.” 

Water  Supply. — No  improvements  to  private  supplies  were  reported. 
The  Newcastle"  &  Gateshead  Water  Company,  however,  extended  their 
water  mains  and  2,885  yards  of  new  mams  were  laid  chiefly  m  con¬ 
nection  with  the  development  of  the  Darras  Hall  building  estate  near 

Ponteland.  A- 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.— The  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  for  the  village  of  Kenton  having  been  adversely  reported  upon  by 
the  county  medical  officer,  negotiations  between  the  council  and  the 
various  property  owners  were  opened  and  the  latter  agreed  to  cany  out 
var  ous  Movements.  A  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  was 
prepared  which  provided  for  the  Darras  Hall  estate  and  the  improve- 

S  of  the  existing  sewerage  system  for  Ponte  and  and  apphcatton  w^ 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction  to  boirow  £ 1,750 »  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  work.  The  rural  district  council  agreed  to  take 
over  the  modern  sewage  disposal  works  recently  provided  by  the  local 

colliery  company  for  the  colliery  village  of  ,Bu™ hC,los®-  J* i^nninT 
with  the  new  asylum  erected  for  the  Borough  of  Gateshead  at  Stanmng 
ton,  a  modern  system  of  sewage  disposal  was  m  course  of  erection.  As 
the  effluent  was  to  be  discharged  into  a  tributary  of ‘the  Rivei  1  BlytL 
which  is  used  as  a  source  of  water  supply  by  a  considerable  population 
lower  down  the  stream,  additional  precautions  were  being  taken  to  a\oid 
pollution.  Although  the  sewage  disposal  works  are,  m  every  way,  on 
modern  lines  the  effluent  is  subjected  to  final  treatment  by  sand 
filtration.  Improvements  to  private  drainage  systems  were  carried  out 
at  Capheaton  White  House,  Ponteland  Workhouse,  Matfen  Hall, 
Berwick  Hill  and  Dinnington  Village. 

Sanitary  Accommodation.— The  improvements  effected  were  extremely 
few  and  in  none  of  the  five  instances  mentioned  m  the  repoi .  was  the 
water-carriage  system  adopted.  The  insanitary  condition  P  5 

ashpits  at  Dinnfngton  Colliery  was  reported  by  both  the  d.stnct  and 
county  medical  officer  of  health  and  the  council  at  the  end  of  the 
year  were  negotiating  with  the  owners  with  a  view  to  improvements 

being'  carried  out.  .  , 

Requirements. — Housing. — The  medical  officer,  m  dealing  with  the 
housing  accommodation,  remarked  that  although  there  was  some  demand 
for  workmen’s  cottages  in  some  parts  of  the  district  the  demand  is 
limited  and  subject  to  considerable  fluctuation;  for  this  reason  he  con¬ 
siders  it  inadvisable  to  recommend  the  council  to  undertake  a  scheme  tor 
providing  additional  houses.  Meanwhile  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
and  Public  Health  Acts  should  be  vigorously  applied  with  a  view  to 
securing  much-needed  improvements  to  existing  houses.  The  general 
sanitary  conditions  at  Dinnington  Colliery  still  remained,  unsatisfactory, 
especiallv  as  regards  the  external  conditions,  i.e..  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation,  yard  surfaces,  roads  and  footpaths,  etc.  The  unenviable 
position  which  this  sub-district  has  occupied  for  some  years  m  the 
comparative  statistics  of  the  sub-divisions  of  this  district  should 
when  duly  considered,  convince  the  local  authority  that  the  removal  of 
the  above  conditions  is  long  overdue. 

Sewage  Disposal.— Several  instances  of  the  pollution  of  streams  by 
sewage  still  existed  and  urgently  called  for  the  attention  of  the  local 
authority,  notably  the  pollution  of  the  Ouseburn  at  Gosforth  Park  and 
of  the  Carr  Cutts  from  the  new  colliery  houses  near  Dinnington  Village. 

Sanitary  Accommodation.— The  abolition  of  insanitary  privy  ashpits 
was  not  enforced  as  vigorously  as  required  and  the  powers  given  by_ 
Section  36  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  should  be  utilised  much  more 
fully  than  has  hitherto  been  the  case  ;  in  all  instances  dealt  with  where 
the  water  supply  is  ample  and  a  suitable  system  of  drainage  exists,  the 
water-carriage  system  should  be  recommended  and  enforced. 
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Paving  of  Yards. — Many  of  the  yards  remained  in  a  most  insanitary 
condition  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  council  should  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  putting  in  force  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1907,  and  make  use  of  the  powers  provided  by  section  25  of  that  Act. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  need  for  securing  a  permanent  site  for 
a  smallpox  hospital  was  again  pointed  out  in  the  medical  officer’s  report. 

*  12'58  if  the  deaths  of  10  non-residents  which  occurred  within  the  district  he 
deducted,  and  if  17  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  district  he  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  is  12'83. 

Glendale. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Alexander  Dey,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Area,  147,942  acres  ;  estimated  population,  8,579  ;  birth  rate,  20'51  ; 
general  death  rate,  *15'50  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  O' 81  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  73'86 ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0'93 ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  1  * 05. 

Adopted  Act. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Part  III.). 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  Phthisis  and  respiratory  death  rates  decreased, 
in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  preceding  year,  by 
O' 58  and  O' 23  respectively ;  the  remaining  rates  have  increased  as 
follows  birth  rate  2'45,  general  death  rate  1*05,  zymotic  death  rate 
O' 35  and  infant  mortality  rate  2' 90. 

Although  the  general  death  rate  was  the  highest,  the  infant  mortality 
rate  was  the  third  lowest  among  rural  districts  in  the  county. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-six  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births 
but  one  death  occurring  in  the  district  was  properly  assignable  to 
another  district  and  that  5  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district 
were  of  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  births 
belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  176,  and  the  nett  deaths 
137.  Of  the  latter,  13  were  of  children  under  one  year  and  58  of 
persons  65  years  and  up  .vards. 

Fifty-three  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : — 
Diphtheria  10,  Scarlet  fever  18,  Enteric  fever  7,  Puerperal  fever  1, 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  9  and  Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  8. 

Seven  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric  fever  3, 
Measles  2  and  Whooping  cough  2 

Phthisis  caused  8  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  9  and  violence  3. 

The  following  table  gives,  for  each  of  the  sub-districts  and  for  the 
whole  district,  the  population,  birth  rate,  the  various  mortality  rates, 
the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified,  and  the  attack  rate 
of  the  latter  per  1,000  population  : — 


Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

deaths. 

Zymotic 

deaths. 

Infectious 

diseases. 

Sub-districts. 

Popu¬ 

lation. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
births. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

notified. 

Attack 
rate  per 
1000  pop. 

Wooler 

(including 

Workhouse) 

4,531 

92 

20'3 

74 

16'3 

5 

54'3 

36 

7'9 

Ford . 

4,048 

84 

20'7 

63 

15'5 

8 

95*2 

7 

1'72 

17 

4'2 

Whole  district 

8,579 

176 

20'5 

137 

15*9 

13 

73'8 

7 

0'81 

53 

61 
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Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable). — The  number  of  cases  notified  shows 
an  increase  of  ten  compared  with  the  returns  for  the  preceding  yeai, 
although  seven  fewer  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  A  somewhat 
alarming  outbreak  of  Enteric  fever  occurred  during  the  year  and  three 
of  the  seven  cases  notified  terminated  fatally.  The  medical  officer  in 
his  report  attributes  the  outbreak  to  two  undetected  cases  which  were 
not  medically  attended,  with  the  result  that  several  contacts  were 
infected  before  the  disease  was  recognised  and,  consequently,  before 
precautionary  measures  were  adopted.  In  consequence  of  outbreaks  of 
Scarlet  fever  in  July  and  Diphtheria  in  October  the  schools  at  Lilburn 
and  Doddington  respectively  were  closed.  Four  cases,  all  of  Enteric 
fever,  were  "removed  to  the  council’s  isolation  hospital.  Forty-eight 
houses  and  the  school  at  Doddington  were  disinfected  by  the  sanitary 
inspector  in  consequence  of  outbreaks  of  the  above-named  diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases  (A7 on-notifiable). — Several  outbreaks  of  Measles 
occurred  in  various  parts  of  the  rural  district,  the  following  localities 
being  affected  Branton  and  Ingram  in  April,  Crookham  m  October, 
Hazelrigg  and  Chatton  in  November  and  Mindrum  in  December,  in 
each  case  the  closure  of  the  elementary  schools  was  considered  advisable 
but  the  epidemics  were  generally  of  a  mild  nature  and  only  two  deaths 
were  caused  by  this  disease.  No  other  non-notifiable  disease  was  pre¬ 
valent  to  any  considerable  extent  during  the  year. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Seventy-seven  workshops  were  on  the 
register,  five  of  which  were  bakehouses.  The  number  of  factories  was 
not  stated,  but  of  the  104  visits  of  inspection  paid  48  were  to  factories, 
and  56  to  workshops.  Twelve  defects  were  found,  4  relating  to  “  want 
of  cleanliness”  and  8  to  insufficient  ventilation  ;  all  were  remedied.  No 
outworkers  were  employed  in  the  district. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  was  again  no  record  of  the  number  of 
registered  cowkeepers  or  the  number  of  visits  of  inspection  paid.  The 
medical  officer  reported  that  “  there  are  no  dairies  or  milkshops  in  the 
“  district  and  that  the  cowsheds  in  Wooler  were  regularly  inspected  and 
“  found  quite  satisfactory  as  regards  cleanliness,  ventilation  and  water 

“  supply.” 

Slaughter  Houses.— The  rural  district  council  obtained  urban  powers 
as  regards  the  control  of  these  premises  in  1896.  The  five  slaughter 
houses  in  the  district  are  all  “  registered.”  Weekly  visits  of  inspection 
were  paid.  The  only  mention  of  any  defects  or  contraventions  of  bye¬ 
laws  met  with  was  that  the  water  supply  for  the  slaughter  house  at 
Lowick  was  unsatisfactory.  No  action  under  the  unsound  food  clauses 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  was  reported. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Two  premises,  one  at  Wooler  and  one  at 
Lowick,  were  on  the  register  and  the  conditions  in  each  case  are 
reported  to  have  been  generally  satisfactory.  No  recoid  of  inspections 
appears  to  have  been  kept,  the  report  stating  that  the  piemises  were 
inspected  at  intervals.”  No  contraventions  of  the  council’s  byelaws 
were  reported. 

Improvements. — Six  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  one  was  in 
course  of  construction  and  two  old  cottages  were  demolished.  The 
tabular  statement  of  work  done  in  pursuance  of  the  Housing  Regulations 
shows  that  75  houses  were  inspected.  Two  were  reported  as  unfit  for 
habitation  ;  closing  orders  were  made  but  in  neither  case  had  the  closing 
orrder  been  enforced  nor  had  the  various  defects  been  lemedied  at  t  e 
close  of  the  year.  In  fifty  of  the  other  houses  inspected  the  various- 
defects  were  remedied,  these  being  chiefly  dampness,  defective  drainage, 
lighting  and  ventilation.  The  medical  officer  reported  that  the  number 
of  houses  for  the  working  classes  in  this  district  was  quite-  sufficient, 
but  in  many  of  the  houses  the  accommodation  provided  was  insufficient 
for  the  families  occupying  them. 
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Water  Supply. — The  only  improvement  reported  to  have  been  carried 
■out  was  the  provision  of  a  new  water  supply  for  the  Hazelrigg  School ; 
arrangements,  however,  were  completed  for  a  new  supply  for  the  school 
and  school-house  at  M indrum.  Negotiations  with  a  view  to  providing 
Lowick  with  a  satisfactory  supply  continued  throughout  the  year  and 
the  medical  officer,  in  commenting  on  this  much-discussed  scheme, 
hazarded  the  opinion  that  before  the  summer  (1914)  was  far  advanced 
the  necessary  supply  would  have  been  obtained.  Unfortunately  this 
has  not  yet  been  procured. 

Other  Improvements. — The  annual  report  of  the  sanitary  inspector 
does  not  show  whether  any  improvements  as  regards  drainage,  sanitary 
accommodation,  removal  of  nuisances,  etc.,  were  carried  out,  but  the 
medical  officer  reported  that  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  certain 
cottages  at  East  Learmouth  had  been  improved. 

Scavenging. — This  work  was  done  by  contractors  at  Wooler,  Lowick 
and  Wark  and  is  reported  to  have  been  carried  out  satisfactorily.  No 
systems  of  public  scavenging  existed  for  the  remaining  portions  of  the 
district. 

Requirements. — Housing. — The  condition  of  many  of  the  houses  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  working  classes  is  such  as  to  demand  a  more  vigorous 
application  of  the  provisions  of  Sections  15  to  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909,  and  the  Public  Health  Acts  than  has  hitherto 
been  the  case.  The  council’s  byelaws  relating  .to  new  streets  and 
buildings  should  be  revised  and  made  to  apply  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  rural  area. 

Water  Supply. — The  scheme  for  supplying  Lowick  should  be  expedited, 
and  the  protracted  negotiations  either  brought  to  a  successful  ter¬ 
mination,  or  other  measures  for  obtaining  this  much-needed  supply 
should  be  taken.  The  rural  council  should  also  fulfil  its  obligations 
under  Section  3  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  as  regards  the 
conditions  at  Kirk  Newton  and  other  places  where  a  suitable  water 
supply  is  not  available. 

Sewage  Disposal.— -The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Wooler  are  in  need 
of  improvement ;  the  arrangement  foh  bringing  the  storm  overflow  into 
use  is  most  unsatisfactory  and  the  provisions  made  for  supervision  of 
the  works  is  very  inadequate,  both  of  which  conditions  should  receive 
the  early  attention  of  the  council.  Measures  should  also  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  pollution  of  various  streams  by  sewage,  many  examples  of 
which  are  to  be  found  in  different  parts  of  the  district. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report.—  The  tabular  form  for  supplying  the 
requisite  information  was  included  in  the  medical  officer’s  report  but 
the  information  supplied  therein  was  so  meagre  as  to  be  practically 
useless.  The  explanation  offered,  that  “  no  records  are  kept,”  further 
shows  that  the  duties  required  under  Article  XX.  (11)  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  Order,  1910,  had  not  been  realised.  A  qualified  sanitary 
inspector  has  since  been  appointed,  and  the  above  deficiencies  will, 
doubtless,  be  remedied  in  future  annual  reports. 

*  15‘97  if  five  deaths  of  residents  occurring  without  the  district  be  added,  and  if  one 
death  of  a  non-resident  which  took  place  within  the  distract  he  deducted. 

The  death  rate  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution  was  14-05. 


Haltwhistle. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  M.  Glasse,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Area,  96,323  acres ;  estimated  population,  8,774  ;  birth  rate,  26'64 ; 
general  death  rate,  *1L72;  zymotic  death  rate,  0'79  ;  infant  mortality 
.rate  (per  1,000  births),  85‘47  ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0’68  ;  death  rate  from 
respiratory  diseases,  0'91. 

Adopted  Acts.— Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Part  III. 
rural  sections)  ;  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892  (certain  streets). 
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Of  the  above  rates,  the  general  death  rate  and  the  respiratory  death  rate 
decreased  by  0‘ 18  and  O’ 13  respectively  in  comparison  with  the  corre¬ 
sponding  rates  for  the  preceding  year  ;  the  remaining  rates  increased  as 
follows  : — birth  rate  2' 14,  zymotic  death  rate  O' 10,  infant  mortality  rate 
14'  72,  Phthisis  death  rate  O' 22. 

The  birth  rate  was  the  highest  and  the  respiratory  death  rate  the 
second  lowest  among  rural  districts. 


Two  hundred  and  thirty-four  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  one  hundred  and  three  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  but  one 
death  occurring  in  the  district  was  properly  assignable  to  another  dis¬ 
trict  and  that  7  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district  were  ot 
persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  biiths  belong- 
ino-  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  234,  and  the  nett  deaths  109.  Of 
the  latter,  20  were  of  children  under  one  year  and  38  of  persons  65  years 
and  upwards. 

Sixty-one  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  40,  Erysipelas  4,  Scarlet  fever  11, 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  4  and  Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  2. 

Seven  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Measles.  3,  Diph¬ 
theria  and  Membranous  croup  3  and  Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  (under 


2  years)  1. 

Phthisis  caused  6  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  8  and  violence  3. 


The  following  table  gives,  for  each  of  the  five  sub-districts,  into 
which  the  medical  officer  divides  his  district,  the  birth  rate,  the  various 
mortality  rates  and  the  attack  rate  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases 

*7  _ _ _ _ 
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Haltwhistle . . . 

4,084 
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29'6 

63 

15'4 

13 

107'4 

4 

0'98 

52 

12'7 

2. 

Melkridge  and 

6'3 

29'4 

Henshaw  ... 

1,114 

34 

30'5 

7 

1 

3. 

Blenkinsopp 
and  Thirlwell 

1,184 

27 

22'8 

10 
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2 
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1 

0  84 

1 

0'8 

4. 

Lambley  and 
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Best  of  district 

579 

23 

39'7 

8 

13'8 

1 

43'5 

2 

— 

1 

1'7 

5. 

1,823 

29 

15'9 

21 

11'5 

2 

68'9 

109 

7 

3'8 

Whole  district 

8,784 

234 

26'6 

109 

12'4 

19 

85'4 

7 

0'79 

61 
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Infectious  Diseases  [Notifiable).—' The  reduced  incidence  of  Diphtheria 
to  which  allusion  was  made  in  the  report  for  the  preceding  year  was, 
unfortunately,  not  maintained,  40  cases  being  notified  compared  with  12 
during  1912  :  consequently  the  total  number  of  cases  o±  infectious  dis¬ 
ease  notified  was  nearly  double  that  of  the  pre\  ious  yeai . 

Infectious  Diseases  [N on-notifiable) .—  Measles  was  prevalent  in  two 
of  the  sub-districts  and  at  Melkridge,  Henshaw,  Featherstone  and 
Greenhead  schools  were  closed  as  a  precautionary  measure  Three  of 
the  cases  terminated  fatally.  Fifteen  houses  were  disinfected  by  the 
sanitary  inspector. 

Factories  and  Workshops.—1 Thirty-five  workshops  were  on  the  register, 
four  of  which  were  bakehouses.  Only  16  visits  of  inspection  to  work- 
shoos  and  factories  were  paid.  Three  contraventions  of  the  Act  were 
met  with  all  of  which  were  subsequently  remedied.  No  outworkers 
were  known  to  be  employed  in  the  district. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Twenty-two  cowkeepers  were  on  the  register, 
but  the  report  contained  no  allusion  to  the  visits  of  inspection  nor  to 
any  defective  or  unsatisfactory  conditions  met  with  or  remedied.  The 
medical  officer  reported  that  a  new  dairy  company  had  been  established 
in  the  district  and  most  of  the  milk  produced  is  now  received  and  dis¬ 
tributed  by  the  company. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  four  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  district 
were  all  in  the  town  of  Haltwhistle  and  two  of  these  were  stated  to  be 
unsatisfactory  owing  to  their  undesirable  situation.  No  administrative 
action,  however,  was  taken,  which  was  probably  due  to  the  absence  of 
byelaws  for  the  proper  control  of  these  premises. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Two  such  houses  were  on  the  register  both 
being  in  the  town  of  Haltwhistle.  The  number  of  visits  of  inspection 
paid  was  not  stated  nor  was  any  reference  made  to  contraventions  of 
byelaws,  etc.,  met  with.  The  medical  officer  reported  that  “they  seem 
to  meet  all  requirements  so  far  as  accommodation  is  concerned  and  both 
are  kept  in  a  fairly  clean  condition.” 

Improvements.- — Housing. — Twenty-eight  houses  were  erected  during 
the  year.  With  a  view  to  remedying  the  considerable  shortage  of 
housing  accommodation,  particularly  in  the  town  of  Haltwhistle,  the 
rural  council  decided  to  utilise  the  powers  given  by  the  Small  Dwellings 
Acquisition  Act,  1899.  Application  was  successfully  made  to  the 
county  council  for  their  consent  as  required  by  Section  9  of  the  Act, 
and  subsequently  the  Local  Government  Board  were  asked  to  sanction  a 
loan  of  £20,000  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  money  to  prospective 
property  owners.  The  return  of  work  carried  out  in  pursuance  of  the 
Housing  Regulations  showed  that  59  houses  were  inspected.  Although 
six  of  these  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  only  two  closing 
orders  were  made  and  subsequently  enforced.  The  only  improvements 
recorded  were  that  in  eight  instances  remedial  measures  as  regards 
dampness  and  defective  spouting  were  carried  out,  two  other  structural 
defects  were  remedied  and  one  nuisance  arising  from  overcrowding  was 
abated. 

Water  Supply. — The  provision  of  an  improved  supply  for  the  town  of 
Haltwhistle  was  being  proceeded  with.  The  scheme  was  estimated  to 
cost  £4,000  and  included  the  construction  of  a  reservoir  at  Watchtrees 
connected  to  springs  at  Stonehouse,  Coanwood.  The  main  from  the 
reservoir  to  the  town  would  be  6"  and  would  supplant  the  old  4ff  main. 
Tenders  for  carrying  out  the  necessary  work  were  obtained  in  August 
and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  work  was  progressing.  The  new  scheme 
provided  for  the  supply  of  certain  villages  en  route,  notably  Park  and 
Row  foot.  The  rural  council  were  also  considering  the  advisability  of 
providing  a  supply  of  water  by  gravitation  for  Slaggyford  and  Town 
Green  in  the  Knarsdale  sub-district.  The  sanitary  inspector  reported 
five  instances  of  insufficiency  or  unsatisfactory  supplies  but  only  one  of 
these  appears  to  have  been  remedied. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  Haltwhistle  sewerage  and  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  scheme  was  the  subject  of  an  enquiry  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  Board’s  sanction  to  borrow  the 
necessary  money  was  being  awaited.  The  unsatisfactory  sewerage 
systems  at  Harper  Town,  Coanwood  and  Longbyre  were  under  con¬ 
sideration  and  the  sanitary  inspector  was  instructed  to  prepare  schemes 
for  remedying  the  conditions  complained  of. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  only  improvements  recorded  were  the 
abolition  of  six  privy  ashpits ;  water  closets  were  substituted  in  four 
instances  and  an  ashcloset  in  one.  The  medical  officer  stated  that  when 
the  new  water  supply  and  sewerage  scheme  are  completed  greater  efforts 
will  be  made  for  dealing  with  insanitary  privies  and  ashpits. 
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River  Pollution. — The  report  stated  that  the  many  instances  of  contra¬ 
ventions  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts  which  exist  continued 
to  receive  the  attention  of  the  rural  council  but  no  reference  was  made 
to  any  specific  instances  where  such  contraventions  had  been  removed. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (J.  Doughty). — The  visits  of  inspection 
paid  numbered  152,  exclusive  of  visits  to  cowsheds,  slaughter  houses,  etc. 
Forty-one  defects,  nuisances,  etc.,  were  discovered  and  were  the  subject 
of  a  similar  number  of  informal  notices,  dealing  with,  e.g.,  housing 
defects  (20),  water  supply  (5),  drainage  (8)  and  sanitary  accommodation 
(1).  Although  less  than  half  the  above  were  remedied  only  ten  statutory 
notices  were  served,  only  three  of  which  had  been  complied  with  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  Several  nuisances  were,  however,  abated  in  compliance 
with  verbal  requests  by  the  inspector. 

Requirements. — Housing. — The  list  of  improvements  effected  in  the 
condition  of  existing  houses  provides  an  exceedingly  meagre  record 
when  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  many  of  these  houses  is  taken  into 
consideration.  Although  the  council’s  attention  has  been  specifically 
drawn  to  the  conditions  referred  to,  the  medical  officer  reported  that 
with  very  few  exceptions  the  properties  were  as  insanitary  as  ever. 
The  need  for  a  more  vigorous  application  of  the  powers  given  by  Sections 
15  to  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909,  and  the  regula¬ 
tions  made  thereunder,  becomes  more  and  more  urgent  and  unless  steps 
are  taken  for  remedying  the  defects  met  with  in  the  course  of  inspection 
the  time  spent  in  making  such  inspections  and  reports  will  have  been 
practically  wasted,  and  the  council’s  obligations  ignored. 

The  delay  in  securing  the  improvement  or  closure  of  existing  houses 
was,  no  doubt,  to  some  extent  due  to  the  very  pronounced  inadequacy 
of  housing  accommodation,  especially  in  the  Haltwhistle  sub-district. 
This  is  evidenced  by  the  remarks  of  the  medical  officer  that  “  a  large 
proportion  of  the  old  insanitary  property  in  this  district  exists  on 
suff ranee  because  of  lack  of  houses,”  “  a  good  deal  of  overcrowding  is 
in  existence”  and  “unsuitable  houses  are  drawing  exorbitant  rents.” 
Under  such  circumstances  the  rural  council  should  take  an  early  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  carefully  considering  its  powers  under  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Workiijg  Classes  Act,  1890,  with  a  view  to  remedying  the 
deficiency  in  housing  accommodation  which  private  enterprise  has 
hitherto  failed  to  meet. 

Water  Supply.— The  supplies  for  Slaggyford  and  Town  Green  are 
unsatisfactory  and  steps  should  be  taken,  without  delay,  towards  meet¬ 
ing  the  council’s  obligations  under  Section  3  of  the  Public  Health 
(Water)  Act,  1878.  The  supply  for  Eals  village  is  very  inadequately 
distributed  and  improved  distribution  is  much  needed. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — Most  of  the  villages  included  in  the 
council’s  area  are  singularly  lacking  in  modern  systems  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal.  The  carrying  out  of  suitable  schemes  is  long  overdue, 
notably  at  Bardon  Mill,  Tow  House,  Redburn,  Carsgate,  Blenkinsopp 
Colliery,  Melkridge,  Longbyre,  Coanwood,  Harper  Town,  Halton  Lea 
Gate,  A  vie,  etc.,  and  the  pollution  of  streams  in  each  of  these  localities, 
and  for  which  the  district  council  is  responsible,  should  be  remedied 
without  further  delay.  The  insanitary  and  illegal  open  channel  sewers 
at  Coanwood  Colliery  should  be  abolished  and  covered  sewers  and  drains 
should  be  substituted. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  abolition  of  insanitary  privies  and 
uncovered  ashpits  should  receive  much  greater  consideration  than  has 
hitherto  been  the  case  and  wherever  the  water  supply  and  sewerage 
systems  are  satisfactory,  substitution  of  water  closets  should  be  insisted 
upon.  Such  action  was  especially  needed  at  Coanwood  Colliery. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  council’s  delib¬ 
erations  in  this  direction  will  shortly  result  in  the  provision  of  a  suitable 
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hospital  for  the  isolation  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases, 
the  absence  of  which  has  been  repeatedly  commented  upon  in  previous 
reports 

Adoptive  Acts,  Byelaws,  etc. — Special  urban  powers  as  regards 
slaughter  houses  should  be  obtained  in  order  that  byelaws  relating  to 
the  licensing,  registration  and  regulation  of  these  premises  may  be 
framed  ;  unless  such  action  is  taken  the  council  and  its  officials  will  find 
that  the  requisite  control  over  these  premises  will  be  a  matter  of  extreme 
difficulty,  if  not  an  impossibility.  Byelaws  giving  powers  to  enforce 
the  paving  of  back  yards,  or  the  possession  of  the  powers  obtainable 
under  Section  25  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 
Would  enable  the  council  to  deal  much  more  effectively  with  unpaved 
back  yards,  many  of  which  are  in  urgent  need  of  improvement. 

Removal  of  Nuisances. — The  notices  served  with  this  object  in  view 
should  be  enforced  if  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  district  is  to  be 
efficiently  maintained. 

*  12*41  if  the  death  of  a  non  -resident  which  occurred  within  the  district  he  deducted, 
and  if  seven  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  district  he  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  11*46. 


Hexham. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  T.  Cunningham  Penfold,  M.B.,  C.M., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Area,  196,809  acres;  estimated  population,  22,169;  birth  rate,  18*90  ; 
general  death  rate,  *12*72  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  0*40;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  71*60 ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  1*26 ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  1*53. 

Adopted  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Part 
III.)  ;  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  general  death  rate  and  the  Phthisis  death 
rate  have  increased  by  0*75  and  0*08  respectively  in  comparison  with 
the  corresponding  rates  for  the  preceding  year ;  the  remaining  rates 
have  decreased  as  follows  : — birth  rate  1*60,  zymotic  death  rate  0*14, 
infant  mortality  rate  3*62  and  respiratory  death  rate  0*64. 

Among  rural  districts  the  birth  rate  was  the  third  lowest  and  the 
infant  mortality  rate  the  second  lowest ;  the  general  death  rate  was  the 
third  highest  and  the  Phthisis  death  rate  the  second  highest. 

Four  hundred  and  seventeen  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births 
but  9  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other 
districts  and  that  2  births  and  21  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the 
district  related  to  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The 
nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  419  and  the 
nett  deaths  294.  Of  the  latter,  30  were  of  children  under  one  year  and 
132  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

Ninety-five  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : — 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  13,  Erysipelas  16,  Scarlet  fever  22. 
Enteric  fever  4,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  25  and  Tuberculosis  (other 
than  Pulmonary)  15. 

Nine  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Measles  3,  Whoop¬ 
ing  cough  2  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years'  4. 

Phthisis  caused  28  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  34  and  violence  12. 
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The  following  table  gives  statistics  relating  to  each  of  the  four  sub¬ 
divisions  of  the  district  : — 


Sub-districts. 

1 

1  Births* 

Deaths. 

Infant 

deaths. 

Zymotic 

deaths. 

Infectious 

diseases. 

Popu¬ 

lation. 

No. 

Kate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Kate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Rate 
perl, 000 
births. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

notified. 

Attack 

rate  per 

1000  pop. 

Allendale 

4,972 

97 

19-5 

87 

175 

9 

92-8 

3 

0'60 

18 

36 

By  well 

7,074 

130 

184 

83 

11-7 

12 

92-3 

2 

0-28 

51 

7*2 

Chollerton  ... 

5,456 

113 

20-7 

74 

135 

5 

442 

2 

0-36 

9 

1*6 

Hexham 

4,667 

77 

16-5 

50 

107 

4 

5P9 

2 

0-42 

17 

3‘6 

Whole  district 

22,169  *419 

18-9 

294 

132 

co 

c 

716 

9 

0-40 

95 

4’3 

*  Including  2  births  transferable  inwards. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — The  notifications  received  were  31 
fewer  than  during  1912  although  15  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  other  than 
Pulmonary,  were  included,  the  latter  not  being  notifiable  during  the 
previous  year.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified 
in  each  sub-district  : — 


Sub-districts. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Ery¬ 

sipelas. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Tuberculosis. 

Totals. 

Pul¬ 

monary. 

Other 

Forms. 

Allendale 

3 

4 

4 

2 

4 

1 

18 

By  well 

2 

11 

12 

2 

11 

13 

51 

Chollerton 

1 

1 

3 

— 

3 

1 

9 

Hexham 

hr 

i 

— 

3 

— 

7 

— 

17 

Whole  district 

13 

16 

22 

4 

25 

15 

95 

Twenty  of  the  above  cases  (Scarlet  fever  13,  Diphtheria  4  and  Enteric 
fever  3)  were  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital,  the  medical  officer 
remarking  that  there  is  an  increasing  readiness  among  the  people  to 
make  use  of  the  hospital,  which  he  attributed  to  the  fact  that  every 
patient  treated  there  becomes,  on  being  discharged,  an  advocate  of  the 
advantages  of  hospital  treatment.  A  comparison  was  drawn  between 
the  advantages  referred  to  and  conditions  which  exist  in  numerous 
instances  where  the  patient,  nursed  at  home,  “  would  be  either  cooped 
“  up  in  a  small  bedroom  for  weeks,  or  in  the  case  of  children  would  be 
“  running  about  the  streets  and  backyards  infecting  others.”  Refer¬ 
ring  to  the  incidence  of,  and  mortality  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  the 
medical  officer  expressed  the  opinion  that  “  given  better  housing  condi¬ 
tions  and  more  attention  to  hygienic  requirements  generally  the  Phthisis 
mortality  rate  could  be  reduced  fifty  per  cent,  in  ten  or  fifteen  years.” 
In  this  *  district  systematic  disinfection  by  the  council’s  staff  is  not 
carried  out  and  the  medical  officer  urged  the  council  to  discuss  the 
present  “  haphazard  and  unsatisfactory  arrangements  ”  for  this 
important  work. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( N on-notificible .) — Measles,  Whooping  cough  and 
Influenza  were  prevalent  in  the  district,  the  deaths  resulting  being 
respectively  3,  2  and  4.  No  reference  was  made  to  any  administrative 
action  regarding  these  diseases. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — In  this  district  there  were  9  factories  and 
81  registered  workshops,  two  of  the  latter  being  bakehouses  and  a  corre¬ 
sponding  number  of  inspections  were  made.  The  defects  met  with 
numbered  13  : — want  of  cleanliness  11  and  defective  sanitary  accom- 
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modation  2.  Eight  of  the  defects  were  reported  under  Section  5  of 
the  Act  by  H.M.  Inspector,  all  of  which  were  remedied.  No  out¬ 
workers  were  notified. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  dairying  industry  was  extensively  carried 
on  and  120  cowkeepers  were  on  the  register.  No  reference  was  made 
in  the  report  to  the  structural  condition  of  the  cowsheds  nor  was  any 
mention  made  of  the  number  of  inspections  or  contraventions  of  regula¬ 
tions,  etc.,  which  were  found  or  remedied.  The  sanitary  inspector 
reported  that  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained  and  the 
medical  officer  again  drew  attention  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  many 
of  the  fold-yards  which  adjoin  the  cow  byres.  A  new  and  improved 
water  supply  was  provided  for  one  dairy  cowshed  at  Allendale. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  were  31  such  premises  in  the  council’s 
area  but  as  no  special  powers  for  dealing  with  slaughter  houses  have 
been  obtained  the  council  and  its  officials  have  extremely  limited  and 
inadequate  legal  powers  for  their  regulation.  The  medical  officer 
emphasised  the  urgent  necessity  for  obtaining  additional  powers  and 
for  framing  and  adopting  byelaws,  and  judging  from  the  following 
remarks  it  is  very  evident  that  improvements  were  much  needed  : — “A 
few  of  the  slaughter  houses  would  contravene  practically  all  of  the 
Local  Government  Board’s  model  byelaws  and  while  no  one  wishes  to 
unduly  harass  the  butchers,  the  adjoining  occupiers  have  every  right  to 
be  protected  from  the  sights,  sounds  and  smells  inseparable  from  this 
business.”  On  thirteen  occasions  nuisances  relating  to  these  premises 
were  met  with  and  in  every  case  notices  were  served  and  enforced.  No 
action  as  regards  unsound  meat  was  rejDorted  and  the  number  of 
inspections  was  not  given. 

Improvements. — Housing.  No  information  was  given  as  to  the 
number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year.  As  regards  the  older  houses 
149  were  inspected  in  accordance  with  the  Housing  Regulations,  as 
follows. — Wylam  57,  Catton  49,  Warden  43.  Two  houses  at  Catton 
were  found  unfit  for  habitation  and  closing  orders  were  issued  but  only 
one  of  these  had  been  enforced  at  the  close  of  the  year  although  the 
orders  were  made  in  May.  In  29  houses  the  defects  met  with  were 
remedied  without  closing  orders  being  made.  The  following  structural 
repairs  to  houses  were  carried  out  in  accordance  with  notices  served  : — 
damp  walls  or  floors  remedied  6,  spouting  repaired  8,  roofs  repaired  2, 
improved  ventilation  provided  10. 

Water  Supply. — In  only  two  instances  were  improved  supplies  pro¬ 
vided.  Two  important  schemes  were  however  in  preparation,  one  for 
the  village  of  Great  Whittingham  and  the  other  for  the  south  side  of 
Corbridge. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  Broomley  sewerage  scheme 
involving  the  provision  of  about  4  miles  of  new  sewers  was  in  progress 
throughout  the  year  but  was  not  completed.  At  Wall  the  main  sewer 
was  extended  northwards  for  a  distance  of  70  yards  and  additional 
houses  connected  to  the  sewerage  system  ;  at  Colwell  a  portion  of  the 
main  sewer  was  relaid  with  iron  pipes.  Several  new  sewers  were 
also  laid  at  Riding  Mill  and  these  will  form  part  of  the  new 
system  for  which  a  loan  had  been  sanctioned.  A  loan  of  c£850  was 
sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board  for  purposes  of  a  new 
scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  Barrasford  and  Gunnerton. 
Several  new  sewers  were  made  in  connection  with  a  building  estate  at 
Wylam  and  connected  to  the  existing  main  sewer  near  the  Black  Bull 
Inn.  At  Haydon  Bridge  the  gravel  filter  bed  at  the  north  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  works  was  remade  with  clinkers  and  the  effluent  was  reported  to 
have  been  appreciably  improved.  Three  houses  in  Ratcliffe  Road  which 
were  previously  drained  to  the  river  were  connected  to  the  main  sewer. 
The  sanitary  inspector  reported  that  48  informal  and  6  statutory  notices 
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were  served  relating  to  nuisances  in  private  drain  systems  ;  these,  with 
seven  exceptions,  were  remedied  and  details  of  the  work  carried  out 
were  given  in  the  report. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  medical  officer  pointed  out  that  the 
type  most  favoured  in  this  district — privies  with  large  ashpits  annexed — 
is  “  fifty  years  behind  the  times.”  A  satisfactory  feature  in  the  report 
was  that  20  privies  were  abolished  and  replaced  by  water  closets  but 
there  is  such  a  vast  scope  for  work  in  this  direction  that  the  improve¬ 
ment  mentioned  loses  much  of  its  significance.  Eighty-seven  notices 
were  served  relating  to  defective  sanitary  accommodation  and  in  75 
instances  the  work  required  had  been  carried  out  at  the  close  of  the 
year. .  In  one  instance  legal  proceedings  were  successfully  instituted  for 
allowing  the  contents  of  a  privy  to  be  discharged  into  a  watercourse. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (M.  Waugh). — The  number  and  nature 
of  the  visits  of  inspection  paid  were  not  given  in  the  report,  but  with 
this  exception  the  tabular  return  required  by  the  Sanitary  Officers 
Order,  1910,  was  complete.  The  nuisances,  defects,  contraventions  of 
byelaws,  etc.,  met  with  were  the  subject  of  181  informal  and  70  statu¬ 
tory  notices.  Over  90  per  cent,  of  the  latter  and  85  per  cent,  of  the 
former  notices  had  been  enforced  at  the  end  of  the  year — a  very  satis¬ 
factory  improvement  in  administration  when  the  records  of  former  years 
are  considered.  The  matters  successfully  dealt  with  may  be  classified 
as  follows  : — drainage  48,  sanitary  accommodation  75,  housing  defects 
26,  keeping  of  animals  5,  offensive  accumulations  10  and  improvements 
to  private  sewage  disposal  installations  9. 

Requirements. — Housing.  The  need  for  additional  housing  accom¬ 
modation  in  some  parts  of  this  extensive  district  was  pointed  out  in 
the  previous  annual  report  and  the  medical  officer  with  commendable 
persistency  again  suggested  the  advisability  of  a  housing  scheme,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  regards  Acomb  and  Corbridge.  In  reply  to  the  opposition 
of  some  members  of  the  council  who  feared  that  such  a  step  “  might 
lead  to  the  emptying  of  the  older  houses  ”  he  emphasised  the  fact  that 

some  of  the  houses  at  present  occupied  might  be  left  untenanted  with 
great  advantage  to  the  community.”  The  council  fully  considered  the 
insufficiency  and  came  to  the  conclusion  “  that  action  on  their  part,” 
i.c.,  by  adopting  a  housing  scheme,  “  would  be  inexpedient.”  The 
extremely  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  at  Acomb  and  the  likeli¬ 
hood  of  considerably  more  accommodation  being  needed  owing  to  indus¬ 
trial  developments  is  a  particularly  favourable  opportunity  for  initiating 
a  housing  scheme  and  the  council  should  give  the  matter  further  and 
sympathetic  consideration.  There  is  also  much  scope  for  a  vigorous 
application  of  the  powers  given  by  Sections  15  to  18  of  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909,  in  the  direction  of  securing  improve¬ 
ments  in  existing  houses,  the  work  hitherto  carried  out  being  far  below 
the  needs  of  the  district. 

Water  Supply. — The  unsatisfactory  supplies  at  Riding  Mill  and  Butt 
Bank  which  were  reported  in  1912  do  not  appear  to  have  received  atten¬ 
tion  and  action  should  be  taken  without  further  delay. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — Although  many  improvements  have 
been  effected  in  recent  years  the  rural  council  is  under  many  obligations 
which  have  not  hitherto  been  met.  The  much  discussed  schemes  for 
North  and  South  Wylam,  Corbridge,  Acomb  and  Allendale  are  still 
x‘  on  paper  ”  only  and  unless  some  early  and  definite  steps  are  taken  in 
the  direction  of  fulfilling  the  council’s  obligations  at  the  above  places, 
more  drastic  measures  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts  will 
be  necessary.  The  adoption  of  suitable  measures  for  remedying  con¬ 
traventions  of  the  above  Acts  is  also  long  overdue  in  the  following 
localities  : — Hagg  Bank,  Ovington,  Dilston,  Warden,  High  Warden, 
Simonbum,  Humshaugh,  Hardhaugh,  Fourstones,  Newburgh,  Elrington 
and  Haydon  Bridge.  A  recent  decision  of  the  council  that,  as  regards 
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over  one  hundred  instances  of  river  pollution  in  the  district  “  nothing 
be  done  until  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal 
is  received,”  is  an  untenable  position  to  adopt  and  is  undoubtedly  a 
deliberate  shirking  of  the  council’s  obligations.  The  provision  for  the 
drainage  of  several  houses  in  this  district  was  very  unsatisfactory  and 
action  under  Section  23  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  is  desirable  in 
all  such  instances. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  abolition  of  the  many  uncovered  and 
insanitary  privy  ashpits  which  exist  should  be  continued  at  an  increased 
rate  and  the  water  carriage  system  should  be  insisted  upon  wherever 
the  sewers  and  water  supply  allow  of  such  provision.  Especially  is 
action  needed  in  such  places  as  Wvlam,  Ovingham,  Corbridge,  Haydon 
Bridge,  Allendale,  Wall  and  Acomb.  As  regards  the  latter  village  the 
medical  officer  urged  that  legal  proceedings  should  (if  necessary)  be 
taken  to  ensure  the  removal  of  the  present  insanitary  structures  as 
soon  as  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme  is  carried  out. 

Scavenging. — The  medical  officer  again  referred  to  the  urgent  need 
of  some  improved  system  of  scavenging,  especially  in  the  larger  villages 
and  it  is  regrettable  that  the  council,  after  correspondence  with  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  discussing  the  matter,  came  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  an  informal  appeal  to  the  occupiers  of  property,  asking 
them  to  clean  out  their  ashpits  more  frequently,  would  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  case.  It  is  more  than  doubtful  whether  such  a  step  will 
remedy  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  have  been  the  subject  of 
complaint  for  a  considerable  time  and  unless  systems  of  public  scaven¬ 
ging  are  provided  for  the  larger  villages  (e.r/.,  Wvlam,  Ovingham, 
Stocksfield,  Riding  Mill,  Corbridge,  Haydon  Bridge,  Allendale,  etc.) 
the  public  health  needs  of  the  district  will  not  be  met  and  action  under 
the  compulsory  powers  of  the  Local  Government  Board  under  Section  42 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  will  be  necessary. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Additional  accommodation  is  urgently 
needed  and  the  medical  officer’s  suggestion  that  this  should  take  the 
form  of  a  new  hospital  in  a  more  central  and  easily  accessible  part  of 
the  district  merits  the  careful  consideration  of  the  council. 

Disinfection. — The  efficient  carrying  out  of  this  important  work  is  so 
essential  to  the  sanitary  well-being  of  any  district  that  it  should  not  be 
deputed  to  the  occupiers  of  houses,  who  have  neither  the  technical 
knowledge  lequired  nor  the  necessary  appliances  and  who  do  not  realise 
the  dangers  which  may  result  if  the  necessary  details  are  not  conscien¬ 
tiously  carried  out.  Arrangements  should  be  made  for  the  systematic 
disinfection  by  the  sanitary  inspector  of  all  premises  in  which  notifiable 
diseases  have  occurred  and  without  such  an  arrangement  the  adminis¬ 
trative  control  of  outbreaks  of  such  diseases  is  impossible.  The  provi¬ 
sion  of  a  steam  disinfector  is  also  required  and  should  form  part  of  any 
scheme  which  may  be  adopted  for  extending  the  hospital  accommodation 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

Byelaws  and  Adoptive  Acts. — Application  should  be  made  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  under  Section  276  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  for  urban  powers  as  regards  slaughter  houses,  and  byelaws  relating 
to  these  premises  should  then  be  framed.  The  adoption  of  various 
sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  is  most 
desirable  and  would  be  of  much  value  to  the  local  authority  and  its 
officials. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. — It  is  again  necessary  to  point  out  that 
“  the  number  and  nature  of  the  inspections  made  ’’'should  be  given  in 
this  report  as  required  by  Art.  XX.  (16)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order, 
1910. 

*  13'26  if  the  deaths  of  nine  non-residents  which  occurred  within  the  district  he 
deducted,  and  if  21  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  district  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  12  42. 
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Morpeth. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  P.  Philip,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Area,  85,045  acres ;  estimated  population,  18,000 ;  birth  rate,  24'66  ; 
general  death  rate,  *17'77 ;  zymotic  death  rate,  1*38  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  117*11  ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0'27 ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  2' 05. 

Adopted  Acts. — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Part  III. 
— rural  sections). 

With  the  exception  of  the  Phthisis  death  rate,  which  decreased  by 
0'35  all  the  above  rates  increased,  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding 
rates  for  the  preceding  year,  as  follows  : — birth  rate  O' 78,  general  death 
rate  1'40,  zymotic  death  rate  0'54,  infant  mortality  rate  20'42  and 
respiratory  death  rate  0'87. 

Among  rural  districts  the  birth  rate  was  the  second  highest  and  the 
nett  general  death  rate  the  lowest ;  the  zymotic  death  rate  and  the 
respiratory  death  rate  were,  however,  each  the  highest  and  the  infant 
mortality  rate  the  second  highest. 

Four  hundred  and  forty-two  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  three  hundred  and  twenty  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  but 
114  deaths  occurring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other 
districts  and  that  2  births  and  11  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the 
district  related  to  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The 
nett  births  belonging  to  the  district  therefore  numbered  444  and  the  nett 
deaths  217.  Of  the  latter,  52  were  of  children  under  one  year  and  48 
of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

Two  hundred  and  eighteen  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
as  follows  : — Diphtheria  and  Membranous  croup  57,  Erysipelas  22, 
Scarlet  fever  85,  Enteric  fever  4,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  25  and 
Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  25. 

Twenty-five  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Enteric 
fever  1,  Measles  4,  Whooping  cough  7,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
croup  4  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  9. 

Phthisis  caused  5  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  37  and  violence  19. 

The  following  table  indicates  for  each  sub-division  and  for  the  whole 
district,  the  birth  and  mortality  rates,  the  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  and  the  attack  rate  of  the  latter  per  1,000  of  the  peculation  : — 


Popu¬ 

lation. 

Birtlis. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

deaths. 

Zymotic 

deaths. 

Infectious 

diseases. 

Sub-districts. 

No. 

Bate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Bate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Bate 
per  1000 
births. 

No. 

Bate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

notified. 

•  Attack 
rate  per 
1000  pop. 

Colliery 

13,500 

380 

28'1 

172 

12'7 

48 

126-3 

23 

1  70 

210 

15'5 

Agricultural 

4,500 

64 

14'2 

45 

lO'O 

4 

625 

2 

0  44 

8 

1*7 

Whole  district 

18,000 

444 

24'6 

217 

12'0 

52 

117*1 

25 

1'38 

218 

12'1 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — In  addition  to  the  increase  resulting 
from  the  inclusion,  for  the  first  time,  of  non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
in  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases,  compared  with  1912,  other  diseases, 
notably  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  fever  were  more  prevalent.  The  former 
was  chiefly  prevalent  at  Stobswood  Colliery  where  26  of  the  57  cases 
occurred  in  the  spring  and  autumn.  Cases  of  Scarlet  fever  were  noti¬ 
fied  from  nearly  all  the  colliery  villages  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
district,  being  most  numerous  at  Stobswood,  Broomhill  and  Chevington 
Drift.  The  four  cases  of  Enteric  fever  were  at  Broomhill  and  North 
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Seaton.  The  medical  officer  pointed  out  that  in  the  former  district  the 
sewerage  system  was  most  unsatisfactory  and  in  the  latter  “  the  new 
'privies  ”  are  too  near  the  larder  windows,  an  early  lesson  in  the  dangers 
of  perpetuating  the  conservancy  system.  Referring  to  the  notification 
of  50  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  the  medical  officer  remarked, 
“  there  are  hundreds  more  who  have  not  consulted  a  doctor  and  also 
££  many  whom  doctors  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  notify  and 
“  unnecessarily  alarm  the  patient.”  Although  only  25  notifications 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  received,  31  deaths  from  this  disease 
were  reported.  Tne  sanitary  inspectors  disinfected  56  houses  in  which 
®  cases  of  notifiable  disease  occurred,  as  well  as  six  schools,  at  Hartburn, 
Meldon,  Mitford,  Stobswood,  Ulgham  and  Widdrington,  which  had 
been  temporarily  closed  owing  to  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable). — The  prevalence  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  cough  continued  and  four  deaths  from  the  former  and  seven 
from  the  latter  disease  were  recorded. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Sixteen  workshops  were  on  the  register 
and  there  were  also  two  factories  in  the  district.  Only  one  of  the  work¬ 
shops  was  a  bakehouse.  The  visits  of  inspection  numbered  78  and  the 
only  defects  reported  were  three  instances  of  limewashing  being  required 
which  were  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector.  Notices  were  served  in  each 
instance  but  only  one,  relating  to  the  bakehouse,  was  complied  with. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  registered  c-owkeepers  and  dairymen 
numbered  35  and  the  visits  of  inspection  370.  Seven  contraventions  of 
the  regulations  relating  to  cleanliness  were  found,  all  being  remedied 
in  compliance  with  informal  notices.  No  reference  was  made  to  the 
structural  condition,  water  supply,  etc.,  of  the  various  premises,  and 
no  improvements  were  reported  to  have  been  carried  out.  The  medical 
officer  emphasized  the  need  for  greater  cleanliness  during  milking. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  rural  council  had  not  obtained  sjjecial  powers 
for  dealing  with  these  premises  and  effectual  control  was  therefore  im¬ 
possible.  No  reference  was  made  in  the  report  to  any  administrative 
action  having  been  taken  during  the  year. 

Scavenging. — Two  townships  in  this  extensive  district  were  provided 
with  a  public  scavenging  system  by  the  council,  i.e.,  Widdrington  and 
West  Chevington  ;  the  work  was  let  to  contractors  and  was  reported  to 
be  ££  done  in  a  thorough  manner.”  In  the  colliery  districts  the  em¬ 
ployers  generally  carry  out  the  work  with  varying  degrees  of  efficiency. 
Notices  were  served  by  the  inspectors  on  35  occasions  for  ££  full  and 
foul  ashpits  ”  and  compliance  with  the  notices  was  reported  in  each 
instance. 

Improvements. — Housing.  Although  plans  were  passed  for  the 
erection  of  164  houses  in  the  eastern  and  4  in  the  western  sub -district 
only  12  were  reported  to  have  been  built  during  the  year;  ££  this 
number,”  remarked  the  medical  officer,  ££  is  the  smallest  I  have  ever- 
known  in  one  year.”  In  pursuance  of  the  Housing  Regulations  148 
houses  were  inspected,  6  of  which  were  reported  to  be  unfit  for  habita¬ 
tion  but  before  closing  orders  were  made  the  owners  closed  the  houses 
and  were  reported  to  be  adopting  remedial  measures.  In  the  remaining 
houses  82  defects  were  found,  chiefly  defective  roofs,  dampness  of  walls 
and  floors,  unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  and  drainage.  Six¬ 
teen  informal  and  43  statutory  notices  were  served  relating  to  these 
defects,  nearly  all  of  which  were  remedied.  In  72  houses  in  the  eastern 
and  39  houses  in  the  western  district  defects  met  with  were  remedied 
without  closing  orders  being  made ;  obviously  some  of  these  houses  had 
been  inspected  during  previous  years.  Six  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
met  with  and  subsequently  abated  after  service  of  notices. 

Water  Supply— The  medical  officer  reported  that  the  supply  ££  to 
most  of  the  district  is  good  ;  notable  exceptions  were  Tonghirst  and 
Hepscott  where  the  distribution  was  very  unsatisfactory  ancf  Druridue 


155 


^  arm  and  cottages.  The  following  premises  were  provided  with  im¬ 
proved  supplies  Mitford  Hall,  Mitford.  Steads  Farm,  Throphill  Farm 
and  cottages  and  Newton  Underwood  Farm  and  cottages. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.— Except  that  the  long  delayed  and  urgently 
needed  sewei&ge  scheme  for  the  eastern  district  was  distinctly  nearer 
a  reality  than  at  the  end  of  1912  ”  no  improvement  of  any  of  the  sewer- 
age  systems  of  the  district  was  reported.  Application  was  made  for 
sanction  to  borrow  =£9,000  in  connection  with  the  above  scheme  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  a  public  enquiry  by  the  Local  Government  Board  was 
being  awaited,  h  ifteen  instances  of  defective  drainage  were  remedied, 
after  notice,  in  the  eastern  sub-district  and  the  inspector  for  the  western 
sub-district  reported  that  “  several  jDrivate  drainage  schemes  have  been 
carried  out,”  the  localities  not  being  stated. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  improvements  reported  were  as  fol¬ 
lows  privy  ashpits— roofed  over  32,  abolished  7 ;  ash  closets  substi¬ 
tuted  44.  '  In  eighteen  instances  structural  defects  were  met  with  and 
remedied  in  compliance  with  informal  notices. 

Sanitary  Inspectors'  Report  (A.  Adams  and  H.  Walker). — The  tabular 
form  required  under  Article  XX.  (16)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order, 
1910,  showed  that  2,029  visits  of  inspection  were  paid,  and  201  defects, 
nuisances,  etc.,  were  reported.  The  notices  served  numbered  121,  of 
which  78  were  ££  informal  ”  and  43  ££  statutory.”  With  four  exceptions 
the  defects,  etc.,  complained  of  had  been  remedied  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  The  matters  dealt  with  were  : — structural  defects  in  houses  49, 
overcrowding  6,  defective  spouts  8,  dampness  12,  defective  or  insuffi¬ 
cient  drainage  29,  sanitary  accommodation  43,  other  matters  39. 

Requirements.  Housing.  The  record  of  work  done  under  the  Hous- 
ing  Regulations  was  more  satisfactory  as  regards  the  number  of  houses 
inspected  than  in  previous  years,  but  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
houses  already  dealt  with  represent  only  one-tenth  of  those  in  the  district 
it  is  evident  that,  the  work  requires  to  be  greatly  accelerated.  As  the 
medical  officer  pointed  out,  ££  there  are  many  houses  and  farm  cottages 
which  require  improving  and  additional  accommodation  providing  ” 
and  the  typical  instances  which  were  quoted  in  the  report  emphasize 
the  great  need  for  a  more  vigorous  application  than  hitherto  of  Sections 
15  to  18  of  the  1909  Act  as  well  as  of  the  Public  Health  Acts.  In  houses 
subsequently  dealt  with  the  character  of  the  bedroom  accommodation 
should  receive  special  consideration  particularly  in  the  colliery  areas 
and  radical  improvements  in  the  ill-lighted  and  madequatelv  ventilated 
attic  rooms  should  be  insisted  upon.  1 

Water  Supply. — The  distribution  of  water  supplies  in  several  locali¬ 
ties  remained  most  unsatisfactory  and  improvements  at  Longhirst, 
Hepscott,  Middleton,  W  iddrington  Colliery,  Chevington  Drift  and 
( hevington  Crescent  were  long  overdue.  The  absence  of  building 
development  which  has  been  put  forward  as  an  excuse  for  not  carrying 
out  any  improvements  in  the  two  first-mentioned  localities  is  a  totally 
inadequate  reason,  as  the  local  authority  is  under  legal  obligations  to 
insist  on  a  satisfactory  supply  being  provided  for  the  existing  houses. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  innumerable  sanitary  defects  in  this 
district  which  have  been  awaiting  the  completion  of  the  Chevington 
sewerage  scheme  still  continued.  Though  the  progress  of  the  sclTeme 
may  have  been  to  some  extent  hindered  by  certain  engineering  diffi¬ 
culties,  the  sanitary  needs  of  the  area  to  be  served  are  so  great  that 
the  council  should  use  every  endeavour  to  secure  the  early  commence¬ 
ment  and  completion  of  the  work  involved.  The  outfall  sewer  of  the 
new  colliery  village  at  Ellington  should  be  extended  and  the  illegal 
-open  channel  sewers  at  Pegswood  and  North  Seaton  should  be  taken 
up  and  replaced  by  covered  sewers  and  drains.  Also  for  a  large 
number  of  houses  in  this  district  adequate  means  of  drainage  have  not 
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been  provided,  especially  as  regards  roof  and  surface  water,  and  a 
more  vigorous  application  of  the  powers  given  by  Section  23  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  is  extremely  desirable. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  council  should  consider  the  necessity 
for  introducing  the  water  carriage  system,  especially  in  the  populous 
mining  and  other  villages.  In  no  district  in  the  administrative  county 
has  there  been  less  progress  in  this  direction  and  the  improvements 
effected  as  regards  sanitary  accommodation  are  very  much  discounted 
by  the  fact  that  privies  (ash  closets)  were  substituted  whenever  the  use 
of  a  privy  closet  has  been  discontinued.  The  comments  of  the  medical 
officer  on  the  outbreak  of  Enteric  fever  at  North  Seaton  Colliery  where 
the  only  sanitary  deficiency  reported  was  the  new  'privies,  should  be 
seriously  considered.  In  the  future  whenever  the  improvement  of  the 
sanitary  accommodation  is  under  consideration,  the  perpetuation  of  the 
conservancy  system  should  not  be  allowed  if  the  water  supply  and 
sewerage  system  are  adequate.  The  installation  of  water  closets  in  new 
houses  should  also  be  urged  and  insisted  upon  wherever  such  provision 
is  practicable. 

Streets  and  Roads. — The  making  up  of  roads  and  the  provision  of 
footpaths  paved  with  impervious  material  remained  an  extremely  urgent 
requirement  and  another  year  has  passed  with  a  blank  return  as  to 
improvements  carried  out  in  the  above  direction.  The  absence  of  an 
adequate  sewerage  scheme  has  been  put  forward  as  a  reason  for  this 
delay,  but  in  several  localities  which  will  not  be  affected  by  the  Chev- 
ington,  etc.,  drainage  scheme  improvements  are  urgently  needed. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — In  a  district  such  as  this  with  a  large 
proportion  of  the  houses  of  such  a  character  that  effective  isolation  in 
the  home  is  impossible,  the  inadequacy  of  hospital  accommodation  for 
infectious  diseases  (other  than  Small-pox)  is  a  pronounced  sanitary 
deficiency.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that,  as  a  result  of  the  council’s 
recent  deliberations  on  this  matter,  the  required  accommodation  will 
soon  be  provided. 

Adoptive  Acts  and  Byelaws. — The  council’s  powers  for  dealing  with 
many  unsatisfactory  conditions  would  be  considerably  strengthened  if 
various  powers  obtainable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907,  were  secured.  Byelaws  relating  to  (a)  the  cleansing  of  cess¬ 
pools,  privies,  etc.,  and  (5)  the  prevention  of  nuisances  should  be 
framed  and  adopted.  The  first-named  byelaws  are  essential  for  any 
district  in  which  scavenging  is  carried  out  almost  entirely  by  private 
individuals  and  any  delinquencies  on  the  part  of  the  latter  can  be  much 
more  expeditiously  dealt  with  under  such  byelaws  than  by  the  compara¬ 
tively  slow  procedure  under  the  nuisance  clauses  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts. 

*  12‘05  if  the  deaths  of  114  non-residents  which  occurred  within  the  district  he 
deducted,  and  if  11  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  district  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  12-05. 

Non  HAM  and  Islandshihes. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  Paxton,  L.K.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 

L.F.P.S.  (Glas.). 

Area,  47,072  acres;  estimated  population,  5,830  ;  birth  rate,  21' 78 ; 
general  death  rate,  *13'37  ;  zymotic  death  rate,  0'85  ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births)),  94'49  ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  0'34 ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  1'37. 

Adoptive  Acts. — None. 

Of  the  above  rates,  the  Phthisis  death  rate  and  the  respiratory  death 
rate  have  decreased,  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the 
preceding  year,  by  0'17  and  0'34  respectively;  the  remaining  rates  have 
increased  as  follows  : — birth  rate  3‘09,  general  death  rate  1*71,  zymotic 
death  rate  O'  1 7,  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  20'46. 
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Among  rural  districts  the  general  death  rate  was  the  second  highest 
and  the  birth  rate  and  zymotic  death  rate  were  each  the  third  highest ; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  Plithisis  death  rate  was  the  second  lowest  among 
rural  districts. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  births  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  seventy-eight  deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  nor  deaths  occur¬ 
ring  in  the  district  were  properly  assignable  to  other  districts  and  that 
4  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district  were  of  persons  ordinarily 
resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  births  belonging  to  the  district 
therefore  numbered  127,  and  the  nett  deaths  82.  Of  the  latter,  12  were 
of  children  under  one  year  and  44  of  persons  65  years  and  upwards. 

Forty-two  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows 
Diphtheria  8,  Erysipelas  2,  Scarlet  fever  23,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
4  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  5. 

Five  deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  A  hooping  cough  3 
and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  two  years)  2. 

Phthisis  caused  2  deaths,  respiratory  diseases  8  and  violence  3. 

In  referring  to  the  increase  in  the  general  death  rate  the  medical 
officer  called  attention  to  the  remarkable  feature  in  the  returns,  that  44 
of  the  78  registered  deaths  (56  per  cent.)  were  of  persons  of  65  years  and 
upwards. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Notifiable ). — The  number  of  cases  notified  (42) 
shows  an  increase  of  9  compared  with  the  figures  for  the  preceding  year. 
This  increase  is  accounted  for  by  the  greater  incidence  of  Scarlet  fever 
and  by  the  notification  of  5  cases  of  Tuberculosis  other  than  Phthisis. 
Diphtheria  was  less  prevalent  than  during  1912,  and  it  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  the  council  resolved  to  supply  anti-toxin  free  to  medical 
practitioners  for  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  Twenty-eight  houses 
from  which  cases  of  infectious  disease  had  been  notified  were  disin¬ 
fected  by  the  sanitary  inspector,  as  were  also  the  elementary  schools  at 
Horncliff,  Scremerston  and  Cornhill. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Non- notifiable). — The  only  diseases  coming  under 
this  classification  that  were  prevalent  to  any  noticeable  extent  were 
Whooping  cough  and  Measles.  Three  deaths  occurred  from  the  first- 
mentioned  disease  and  it  was  considered  advisable  to  close  the  schools  at 
Thornton  for  1  week  in  February,  and  the  Ancroft  and  Shoreswood 
Schools  for  3^  and  3  weeks  respectively  in  March.  The  school  at  Corn- 
hill  was  closed  for  four  weeks  during  December  owing  to  the  prevalence 
of  Measles  :  none  of  the  cases  of  this  disease  terminated  fatally. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — 1 Thirty- three  workshops,  of  which  two 
were  bakehouses,  were  on  the  register  and  there  were  also  four  factories 
in  the  district.  Sixty-two  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  the  various 
premises  but  only  two  defects  were  found,  both  of  which  were  remedied. 
No  outworkers  lists  were  received. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Thirty-five  cowkeepers  were  on  the  register. 
The  cowsheds  were  regularly  inspected  and  the  only  contraventions 
found  were  “  lime- washing  overdue  ”  in  four  instances.  No  structural 
improvements  appear  to  have  been  carried  out  but  the  medical  officer 
reported  that  all  the  premises  were  “  in  good  order.” 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  two  slaughter  houses  in  this  district  are  situ¬ 
ate  at  Norham,  but  the  rural  council  have  not  yet  obtained  special 
powers  for  controlling  these  premises  as  have  all  the  other  neighbouring 
rural  authoities,  i.e.,  Alnwick,  Belford  and  Glendale.  The  sanitary 
inspector  paid  several  visits  of  inspection  to  these  premises  and 
reported  that  he  “was  always  satisfied  with  their  condition.” 

Improvements. — Housing. — The  medical  officer  reported  that  although 
•only  two  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  housing  accommodation  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
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district.  The  parishes  inspected  in  pursuance  of  the  Housing  Regula¬ 
tions  were  Ord  (42  houses),  Shores  wood  (18)  and  Kyloe-Fenwick  (19). 
One  house  at  Ord  and  two  at  Shoreswood  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation  and  were  voluntarily  closed  by  the  owners  after  representa¬ 
tions  by  the  housing  inspector.  Structural  defects  were  found  in  32 
instances  but  in  only  16  of  these  were  remedial  measures  carried  out  in 
compliance  with  informal  notices.  The  prevailing  defects  were 
dampness  due  to  absence  of  damp-courses,  defective  walls  and  spouting, 
and  insufficient  provision  for  light  and  ventilation. 

Water  Supply. — The  medical  officer  reported  that  “  although  no 
“  actual  water  famine  occurred,  the  water  supplies  in  certain  parts  of 
“  the  district  were  at  a  very  low  ebb.”  Improved  supplies  were  pro¬ 
vided  at  Thornton  Park  and  East  Allerdean  by  the  provision  of  wind¬ 
mill  pumps  and  at  Felkington  by  tapping  a  new  spring.  At  Norham 
Village  the  pumping  machinery  was  overhauled,  and  at  Scremerston 
improvements  were  being  carried  out  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  a  view 
to  augmenting  the  supply. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  only  improvement  reported  as  regards 
sewerage  was  the  replacing  of  a  stone  conduit  sewer  at  Horncliffe 
Square  by  a  sanitary  pipe  sewer.  In  consequence  of  complaints  by  the 
county  council  and  others  as  to  the  pollution  of  the  Doupster  Burn  by 
crude  sewage  the  rural  council  resolved  that  application  be  made  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  permission  to  constitute  the  Scremerston 
Ward  (Ancroft  Parish)  a  “special  drainage  area”  with  a  view  to 
carrying  out  certain  improvements  in  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
of  this  locality.  Several  improvements  to  private  drainage  systems 
were  carried  out,  notably  at  Buckton  Farm  Cottages,  Royalty  Farm 
Cottages,  Boathouse  (Norham),  Thornton  Park,  and  Lamb  Inn,  Ancroft. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (J.  R.  Lake). — The  tabulated  return  of 
the  sanitary  inspector  shows  that  258  visits  of  inspection  were  paid 
during  the  year ;  these,  however,  were  not  separately  classified.  Ninety- 
one  defects,  contraventions  of  byelaws,  etc.,  were  found  and  a  corre¬ 
sponding  number  of  informal  notices  were  served.  Although  thirty  per 
cent,  of  the  latter  were  complied  with  no  further  steps  appear  to  have 
been  taken  as  not  a  single  statutory  notice  was  served.  The  principal 
defects  dealt  with  were  — housing,  35  ;  water  supply,  2 ;  drainage,  17  ; 
sanitary  conveniences,  31  ;  other  matters,  6. 

Requirements. — Housing. — The  carrying  out  of  remedial  measures 
should  be  enforced  as  regards  all  the  defects  met  with  in  the  course  of 
housing  inspection.  Unless  this  is  clone  the  time  spent  is  wasted  and 
the -council’s  obligations  under  the  Housing  Acts  remain  unfulfilled. 

Water  Supply. — There  are  a  number  of  houses  in  various  parts  of 
this  district  for  which  the  water  supply,  either  as  to  amount  or  distri¬ 
bution,  is  far  from  satisfactory  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  rural 
council  should  in  the  future  give  more  attention  to  its  obligations  under 
Section  3  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  be.,  “to  see  that 
“  every  occupied  dwelling  house  in  the  district  has  within  reasonable 
“  distance  an  available  supply  of  wholesome  water  sufficient  for  the  use 
“  of  the  inmates.” 

Each  prolonged  period  of  dry  weather  has  for  some  years  shown  that 
the  council’s  obligations  in  this  direction  are  not  being  met  and  more 
energetic  action  in  the  direction  indicated  is  very  necessary. 

The  inhabitants  of  Norham  in  particular  maintain  their  well-known 
patient  long  suffering  as  regards  the  notoriously  inadequate  water 
supply  which  has  been  during  the  present  year  (1914)  the  subject  of  a 
report  by  the  county  medical  officer. 

The  district  council  appear  to  be  divided  between  those  members 
who  consider  the  present  supply  adequate  and  those  who  are  satisfied 
that  an  abundant  supply  can  be  obtained  close  at  hand  by  boring.  In 
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the  meantime,  whatever  water  collects  in  the  well  is  pumped  twice  a 
day  (about  9  a.m.  and  1.30  p.m.)  to  the  service  reservoir  and  at  these 
times  most  of  the  inhabitants  can  obtain  a  small  supply  either  from  the 
taps  in  their  houses  or,  failing  this,  from  the  nearest  standpipe.  Even 
if  the  present  supply  at  the  well  should  prove,  after  alterations,  to  be 
sufficient  in  quantity,  the  provision  of  a  considerably  larger  storage 
reservoir  is  imperative  if  the  experiences  of  past  dry  summers  are  to 
be  prevented. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — Another  year  has  passed  without  any  action 
being  taken  with  a  view  to  the  removal  of  illegal  open  channel  sewers  at 
Norham,  Holy  Island  and  other  places,  and  the  substitution  of  modern 
sewerage  systems  at  these  places  continues  to  be  very  urgently  needed. 
The  insufficient  provision  for  the  drainage  of  many  houses  also  continues 
and  there  is  much  need  for  a  fuller  use  of  the  council’s  powers  under 
Section  23  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

River  Pollution. — The  adoption  of  satisfactory  measures  for  the  puri¬ 
fication  of  sewage  previous  to  its  discharge  into  streams  has,  in  the  past, 
been  practically  ignored  in  this  district  and  the  many  contraventions  of 
the  River  Pollution  Prevention  Acts  which  exist  should  receive  the 
attention  of  the  sanitary  authority.  The  conditions  at  Norham  and 
Scremerston  are  urgently  in  need  of  improvement  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  council’s  policy  of  procrastination  which  has  been  so  much  in 
evidence  in  the  first-mentioned  instance  will  not  be  repeated  in  the 
latter. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  many  uncovered  and  dilapidated 
privy  ashpits  which  still  exist  in  this  district  should  receive  the  early 
attention  of  the  council  and  its  officials  and  a  fuller  use  of  the  powers 
given  by  Section  36  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  would  remove 
many  insanitary  conditions  which  have  existed  for  a  considerable 
period.  The  improvements  effected  are  very  insignificant  when  the 
needs  of  this  district  are  considered. 

Scavenging. — The  inauguration  of  scavenging  systems  for  the  larger 
villages  (e.</.,  Scremerston,  Norham,  Holy  Island)  and  the  carrying  out 
of  this  important  work  by  direct  employees  of  the  council  is  well  worth 
consideration  and  if  adopted  would  do  much  towards  both  removing  and 
preventing  many  conditions  injurious  to  health. 

Removal  of  Nuisances. — A  systematic  method  of  “following  up  ”  the 
notices  served  by  the  sanitary  inspector  is  very  desirable  and  the  fact 
that  nearly  one-third  of  the  notices  served  were  not  complied  with  ancl 
still  no  statutory  notices  were  served,  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  reproach 
on  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  district. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  absence  of  any  provision  for  the 
isolation  of  infectious  diseases,  other  than  small-pox,  continues,  and 
should  receive  the  early  consideration  of  the  local  authority. 

*  14*06  if  four  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  without  the  district  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  in  age  and  sex  constitution,  was  12-48. 


Rothbury. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  F.  Barrow,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A. 

Area,  166,904  acres;  estimated  population,  4,620;  birth  rate,  18*18; 
general  death  rate,  *9*95 ;  zymotic  death  rate,  0*21 ;  infant  mortality 
rate  (per  1,000  births),  83*33  ;  Phthisis  death  rate,  1*08 ;  death  rate 
from  respiratory  diseases,  1*73. 

Adopted  Acts. — None. 

The  Phthisis  death  rate  and  the  respiratory  death  rate  were  each  the 
third  highest,  while  the  birth  rate  and  general  death  rate  were  each  the 
second  lowest  and  the  zymotic  death  rate  the  third  lowest  recorded 
among  rural  districts. 
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Of  the  above  rates  the  respiratory  death  rate  was  the  same  as  for 
the  preceding  year ;  the  general  death  rate  and  the  Phthisis  death  rate 
increased  by  1'49  and  0'87  respectively  and  the  remainder  of  the  rates 
decreased  as  follows  : — birth  rate  3*51 ,  zvmotic  death  rate  0"65  and 
the  infant  mortality  rate  26' 67. 

Eighty-three  births  were  registered  during  the  year  and  forty-six 
deaths.  It  appeared  that  no  births  but  2  deaths  occurring  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  were  properly  assignable  to  other  districts  and  that  one  birth  and 
12  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the  district  related  to  persons 
ordinarily  resident  within  the  district.  The  nett  births  belonging  to 
the  district  therefore  numbered  84  and  the  nett  deaths  56.  Of  the 
latter,  7  were  of  children  under  one  year  and  21  of  persons  65  years  and 
upwards. 

Thirty-one  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : — 

Diphtheria  2,  Erysipelas  2,  Scarlet  fever  16,  Enteric  fever  1,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  5  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  5. 

One  death  occurred  from  zymotic  disease,  viz.,  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
(under  2  years). 

Phthisis  caused  5  deaths  and  respiratory  diseases  8. 

The  following  table  gives,  for  each  sub-division  of  the  district,  the 
birth  rate,  the  various  mortality  rates  and  the  attack  rate,  per  1,000 
population,  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases  : — ' 


: 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

deaths. 

Zymotic 

deaths. 

Infectious 

diseases. 

Sub-districts. 

Popu¬ 

lation. 

No. 

Kate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Iiate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
births. 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
pop. 

No. 

|  notified. 

A  ttack 
|  rate  per 
[  1000  pop. 

Rothbury 

1,200 

28 

23 '3 

11 

91 

1 

35'7 

— 

— 

5 

4-2 

(Rural  portion) 

Alwinton 

810 

10 

12'3 

13 

160 

3 

300'0 

— 

— 

4 

4-9 

Whittingham 

755 

9 

11*9 

10 

132 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

7*9 

Long  Pram- 

435 

6 

13'8 

3 

6'9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

23 

lington 

Alnham  and 

350 

15 

42 '8 

7 

20'0 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5-7 

Brinkburn 

Cambo  and 

610 

8 

131 

6 

9'8 

1 

125'0 

1 

1-64 

10 

16*4 

Elsdon 

Longliorsley  & 
Netherwitton 

460 

7 

152 

6 

130 

2 

285*7 

3 

6"5 

Whole  districtj  4,620 

*84 

182 

56 

12T 

833 

1 

0-21 

31 

6-7 

*  Including'  1  birtli  transferable  inwards. 


Infectious  Diseases  (Notifiable). — The  cases  notified  (31)  numbered 
two  more  than  in  1912.  Cases  of  Scarlet  fever  were  again  the 
most  numerous,  the  chief  incidence  being  upon  the  Elsdon  district  and 
the  school  at  this  place  was  closed  during  August  and  September. 
Special  visits  were  made  to  the  various  districts  in  which  outbreaks  of 
the  above  diseases  occurred  and  in  several  instances  insanitary  condi¬ 
tions  which  were  found  to  exist  were  remedied.  Fourteen  houses  were 
disinfected  owing  to  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseeases. 

Infectious  Diseases  (N on-notifiable). — Measles  and  Chicken-pox  were 
prevalent  chiefly  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  and  the  schools  at 
Longframlington,  Elsdon  and  Hesleyhurst  Lee  were  closed  for  varying 
periods  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  Measles,  and  Harbottle  and 
Holystone  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  Chicken-pox.  No  deaths 
were  recorded  from  either  disease. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. — There  were  six  factories  and  twenty-five 
registered  workshops  in  this  district,  none  of  the  latter  being  bake¬ 
houses.  The  visits  of  inspection  during  the  year  numbered  43  and  two 
defects,  both  relating  to  sanitary  accommodation  were  found  ;  only  one, 
however,  had  been  remedied  at  the  close  of  the  year.  No  outworkers 
were  known  to  be  employed  in  the  district. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Only  three  cowkeepers  in  this  district  carried 
on  a  regular  trade  as  dairymen  and  the  total  number  of  dairy  cows 
kept  by  them  was  25.  Most  of  the  milk  was  distributed  in  the  urban 
district.  With  the  exception  that  in  one  case  the  air  space  was  “  a 
little  deficient,”  the  general  sanitary  conditions  were  reported  to  be 
very  satisfactory.  This  sanitary  authority  is  one  of  the  few  in  the 
administrative  county  who  have  not,  as  yet,  adopted  regulations  for  the 
control  of  the  above  premises. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  only  two  slaughter  houses  in  this  district  are 
at  Whittingham  and  Elsdon,  but  the  rural  council  have  not  obtained 
special  powers  for  their  regulation.  Only  six  visits  of  inspection  were 
paid  and  no  unsound  meat  was  found.  One  defect  (nature  not  stated( 
was  the  subject  of  an  informal  notice  by  the  sanitary  inspector  and 
was  subsequently  remedied. 

Improvements.- — Housing.  As  reported  previously  the  systematic 
inspection  required  under  the  Housing  Regulations  was  completed  in 
1912,  and  during  the  year  under  review  much  valuable  work  was 
carried  out  in  the  direction  of  removing  unsatisfactory  conditions  which 
the  above  inspections  had  brought  to  light.  Of  the  24  houses  found  to 
be  unfit  for  habitation  five  were  put  into  a  condition  satisfactory  to  the 
sanitary  authority  in  response  to  informal  notices.  The  remaining 
houses  were  again  reported  to  the  rural  council  in  July  and  it  was 
resolved  to  postpone  for  a  year  the  question  of  issuing  closing  orders, 
in  the  hope  that  the  respective  owners  would  in  the  interim  carry  out 
the  necessary  alterations.  The  various  improvements  carried  out 
included  the  following  : — houses  remodelled,  6 ;  damp  house  walls 
remedied,  14;  house  walls  repaired,  6;  new  spouting  provided,  19; 
new  floors,  5  ;  new  pantries,  2 ;  roofs  repaired,  5 ;  new  sanitary  con- 
vencies  provided,  9 ;  sanitary  accommodation  improved,  24 ;  improved 
house  drainage,  8. 

Water  Supply. — The  medical  officer  reported  that  new  supplies  were 
provided  during  the  year  for  Biddlestone  Farm  House  and  Cottages, 
Lordenshaws,  Windyhaugh,  Netherton  Mill  and  one  house  at  Longfram- 
lington.  Improvements  were  made  to  the  collecting  tank  for  the  Long- 
framlington  supply  and  at  Wingates  a  petrol  engine  was  substituted 
for  the  windmill. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  medical  officer,  in  the  previous  annual 
report,  stated  that  120  houses  in  the  district  were  not  provided  with 
satisfactory  means  of  drainage.  Energetic  action  however  by  the  sani¬ 
tary  authority  resulted  in  improvements  being  effected  in  38  instances, 
the  details  of  which  were  given  in  the  report.  , 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — The  following  improvements  were  carried 
out  in  various  parts  of  the  district  : — open  privy  ashpits  provided  with 
roofs,  22 ;  privy  ashpits  abolished  and  water  closets  substituted,  2 ; 
insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  remedied  in  20  instances. 

Scavenging. — There  were  no  systems  of  public  scavenging  in  this  dis¬ 
trict,  the  work,  speaking  generally,  being  undertaken  by  neighbouring 
farmers  and  the  refuse  used  for  agricultural  purposes.  The  medical 
officer  pointed  out  that  nuisances  frequently  arose  owing  to  delay  in 
removal  of  refuse  during  busy  seasons  and  on  38  occasions  notices  were 
served  by  the  sanitary  inspector  in  consequence.  There  are  no  byelaws 
in  force  relating  to  the  cleansing  of  ashpits,  etc.,  in  the  council’s  area. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  (E.  J.  Clarkson). — The  tabular  return 
under  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1910,  shows  that  539  visits  of 
inspection  were  paid  by  this  officer;  369  defects,  nuisances,  etc.,  were 
met  with  and  a  corresponding  number  of  informal  notices  were  served. 
In  238  instances  the  defects  complained  of  were  remedied.  No  statu¬ 
tory  notices  were  served.  The  notices  which  had  not  been  complied 
with  related  chiefly  to  dampness  of  house  walls  and  floors,  defective 
spouting  and  unsatisfactory  water  supplies. 

Requirements.- — Housing.  Although  many  improvements  were  carried 
out  during  the  year  under  review  the  continued  occupation  of  houses 
admittedly  unfit  for  human  habitation  is  not  a  satisfactory  feature  in 
the  report.  The  procedure  adopted,  of  postponing  for  twelve  months 
the  consideration  of  closing  orders  for  houses  unfit  for  habitation, 
whether  occupied  or  not,  is  much  less  likely  to  succeed  in  rousing 
negligent  owners  than  that  of  making  closing  orders  and  requiring  the 
necessary  improvements  to  be  carried  out  by  statutory  procedure.  The 
issuing  of  closing  orders  relating  to  all  dwelling  houses,  whether 
occupied  or  not,  which  appear  to  the  local  authority  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  is  a  legal  obligation  under  Section  17  (2)  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909,  and  the  delay  in  dealing  with 
such  houses  is  inexcusable. 

Water  Supply.- — In  view  of  the  medical  officer’s  statement  that,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  114  of  the  houses  in  this  district  had  unsatis¬ 
factory  water  supplies  and  that  in  only  10  instances  were  improvements 
effected  it  is  evident  that  there  is  need  for  a  more  vigorous  application 
of  the  council’s  powers  under  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 
The  medical  officer  again,  as  in  former  reports,  emphasised  the  need 
of  more  satisfactory  supplies  at  Forest  Burn  Gate,  Gusset,  Hesley  Hirst 
and  Sunnyside. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  foul  open  ditch  at  Elsdon  into  which  a  * 
considerable  amount  of  sewage  is  drained  was  the  subject  of  complaint 
and  this  long-standing  nuisance,  together  with  the  pollution  of  the 
Elsdon  burn  from  other  houses  in  the  village  should  receive  the  early 
attention  of  the  council  with  a  view  to  providing  a  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  scheme  for  this  village.  As  regards  the  drainage  of  houses, 
the  commendable  improvements  effected  during  the  year  under  review 
should  be  continued  until  every  house  in  the  district  is  provided  with 
suitable  and  sufficient  means  of  drainage. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. — The  accommodation  provided  in  many 
instances  is  much  below  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  and 
the  work  of  improvement  should  be  continued  with  unabated  energy 
until  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  referred  to  are  all  remedied. 

Byelaws  and  Regulations. — The  absence  of  byelaws  and  regulations 
in  this  district  is  a  matter  which  should  receive  the  early  consideration 
of  the  rural  council.  The  adoption  of  byelaws  dealing  with  the  clean¬ 
sing  of  privies,  ashpits,  etc.,  is  an  important  administrative  requirement 
in  all  districts  in  which  a  public  system  of  scavenging  has  not  been  pro¬ 
vided  and  byelaws  relating  to  the  above  and  also  for  dealing  with  nuis¬ 
ances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  animals  should  be  adopted  without 
further  delay.  The  framing  of  regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milksliops  Orders  is  also  a  long-overdue  requirement. 

*  12T2  if  two  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  in  the  district  he  deducted,  and  if 
12  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place  without  the  district,  be  added. 

The  death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  of  sex  and  age  constitution,  was  10"80. 
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l 

3 

”i 

"3 

3 

2 

18 

■y 

16 

i 

4 

18 

1 

2 

4 

7 

i 

1 

i 

'3 

"5 

i 

12 

2 

8 

”i 

11 

34 

2 

3 

::: 

125] 

23-48 

14-43 

10  63fc 

11-39 

0-57 

1-13 

0-88 

72-77  ! 

... 

1-29 

0-02 

- 

132 

8-3  I 

Yes  ! 

63 

477 

8 

9. — Hexham . 

J.  A.  Jackson,  m.d . 

5,149 

8,417 

8,500 

163 

157 

119 

111 

23 

2 

1 

2 

3 

9 

28 

41 

(  Under  5 
(.  5  and  upwards 

"i 

"i 

”1 

2 

1 

i 

11 

1 

7 

1 

18 

2 

4 

2 

4 

... 

2 

”8 

5 

”3 

i 

5 

29 

85} 

18-47 

14-00 

13  051 

12-25 

0-94 

1  29 

1-17 

146-49  i 

2-12 

- 

0-59 

34 

4*0 

Yes 

7 

20-6 

9 

10. — Longbenton  . 

J.  R.  Burn,  m.b.,  b.s.  Durh . 

5,347 

12,443 

12,565 

397 

399 

141 

144 

42 

7 

5 

10 

6 

21 

22 

31 

(Under  5 
j.  5  and  upwards 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

6 

i 

"1 

15 

3 

9 

4 

8 

8 

1 

"2 

i 

—  4 

”4 

8 

30 

90/ 

31-75 

11-22 

ll*46ui  1 

11-62 

1-19 

0-47 

1-91 

105-26 

1-06 

0-56  I 

129 

10-2 

Yes 

36 

2-8 

10 

11 . — N  e  wbiggin-by -th  e-  Sea . . 

1  H.  Hart  Jackson,  m.b.c.s.,  l.b.c.p . 

633 

3,466 

5,375 

139 

139 

49 

56 

20 

4 

2 

3 

3 

3 

11 

10 

j  Under  5 

1 5  and  upwards 

"i 

15 

1 

X 

1 

3 

2 

1 

i 

26 

1 

4 

5 

3 

”5 

"i 

14 

1 

IE 

... 

26  / 

30  i 

25-86 

911 

10-42« 

10-31 

0-93 

Nil. 

1-86 

143-88 

353 

1-62 

— 

45 

8-3 

Yes 

n 

12. — Newburn . 

A.  W.  Messer,  m.b.,  c.m. ,  B.sc. 

4,673 

17,155 

18,085 

510 

542 

223 

248 

60 

19 

19 

14 

10 

26 

42 

58 

("Under  5 
(  5  and  upwards 

8 

is 

2 

2 

20 

"2 

8 

1L 

5 

1 

2 

14 

... 

”9 

29 

i'i 

"4 

6 

24 

4 

19 

98  ) 
15(» ) 

29-97 

12-33 

13’/  lo 

14-49 

2-26 

0-83 

1-38 

110-70 

015  1 

0-45  j 

212 

11-7 

Yes 

96 

453 

12  1 

1- 

13. — Prudhoe . 

T.  C.  Penfold,  m.b.,  c.m.,  m.b.c.s.,  l.b.c.p., 

3,889 

8,212 

8,450 

242 

243 

96 

108 

27 

8 

5 

4 

4 

13 

20 

27 

(Under  5 
i  5  and  upwards 

4 

1 

i 

i 

1 

"7 

1 

1 

1 

6 

L 

15 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

3 

ii 

”4 

1 

17 

2 

"i 

21 

40  / 

68  j 

28-75 

11-36 

12-78p 

12-79 

1-30 

0-83 

1-18 

111-11  I 

3-18 

0-82  i 

47 

5*5 

Yes  | 

4 

8-5 

13  j 

14. — Rothbury  . 

F.  Barrow,  m.r.c.s.,  l.s.a . 

970 

1,147 

1,160 

19 

19 

12 

13 

... 

i 

5 

7 

(Under  5 
(  5  and  upwards 

... 

i 

... 

”i 

"i 

’1 

• 

i’2 

"7 

is} 

16-38 

10-34 

U-20<j 

916 

Nil. 

Nil. 

0-8H 

Nil. 

0-77 

— 

4 

3-4 

Yes  , 

0 

500 

14 

15. — Seaton  Delaval . 

A.  S.  Taylor,  l.b.c.p  ,  l.b.c.s.,  l.m.,  l.k.p.s. 

5,348 

7,171 

8,005 

190 

191 

76 

82 

22 

1 

2 

2 

5 

10 

16 

24 

(  Under  5 
\  5  and  upwards 

"i 

1 

3 

"3 

6 

i 

2 

i 

5 

1 

. 

"5 

i 

"4 

7 

28 

57] 

23-86 

9-49 

10-24r 

1018 

0-99 

C‘37 

0-37 

11518 

3-83  1 

0-60 

167 

20*8 

Yes 

35 

20-9 

15 

16. — Segbill  . 

J.  Miller,  M.B.,  C.M.  . 

1,427 

2,049 

2,049 

45 

45 

21 

27 

5 

2 

2 

7 

5 

6 

(Under  5 
(. 5  and  upwards 

1 

I 

II 

3 

3 

i 

2 

3 

i 

1 

5 

1 

1 

"9 

20] 

21-96 

10*24 

1317s 

13  44 

Nil. 

0-48 

2*92 

111-11 

4-39 

0-48 

—  ] 

6 

2*9 

Yes 

3 

50-0 

16 

17. — Weetslade  . 

Alfred  J.  W.  Stephen,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p  h. 

2,198 

6,701 

6,876 

205 

205 

83 

88 

22 

4 

a 

4 

5 

13 

16 

21 

(Under  5 
\  5  and  upwards 

"i 

2 

2 

"7 

5 

6 

1 

3 

2 

i 

... 

i 

i 

... 

1 

8 

14 

"3 

... 

w  j 

29-81 

12  07 

12-791 

12-51 

0-58 

1-74 

218 

107-31 

2-13 

... 

0  16 

— 

150 

21-8 

Yes 

18 

120 

17  1 

18.— Whitley  A  Monkseaton 

J.  Peel  Sparks,  m.d.,  b.s.  Durh . 

1,973 

j  14,457 

15,500 

210 

244 

159 

162 

12 

1 

i 

8 

2 

20 

47 

71 

(Under  5 
\  5  and  upwards 

l 

"3 

14 

26 

27 

2 

9 

1 

2 

2 

11 

1 

3 

"5 

44 

148  ) 

15-74 

10-25 

10*45u 

10-97 

0-58 

0-90 

0-96 

49-18 

1-81 

0U2 

141 

9*2 

Yes 

56 

38-8 

18 

Rural  Districts— 

1. — Alnwick . 

Scott  Purves,  m.d . 

I  93,009 

12,159 

12,159 

253 

253 

159 

158 

21 

5 

2 

6 

3 

15 

30 

76 

(Under  5 

1 5  and  upwards 

"i 

1 

"1 

i‘s 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1 

i’9 

2 

9 

4 

7 

1 

1 

"2 

2 

2 

"5 

”i 

11 

5 

5 

53 

1 

2 

ilo} 

20-80 

13-07 

12*99  A 

11-74 

0-32 

1-06 

1-81 

83-00 

0-45 

0-3* 

135 

hi 

Yes 

2. — Belford . 

J.  G.  Macaskie,  l.b.c.p.,  l.b.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

:  39,619 

5,006 

4,961 

84 

84 

62 

65 

4 

2 

1 

2 

10 

17 

29 

(Under  5 
(.  5  aud  upwards 

1 

... 

2 

3 

i 

”7 

13 

"3 

... 

ii 

26 

4 

6 

... 

59j 

16-93 

12  49 

1310B 

;  11-84 

0-20 

0-60 

1-00 

47-61 

1*26 

*  0-2U 

15 

30 

Yes 

... 

2 

3. — Bellingham  . 

J.  P.  Elliot,  L.B.C.P.,  L  B.C.S.,  L.M . 

246,580 

5,750 

5,750 

116 

118 

68 

71 

13 

i 

’ 

2 

5 

19 

31 

(Under  5 

1 5  aud  upwards 

i 

"3 

9 

"3 

17 

3 

2 

b 

”3 

3 

26 

... 

i 

57  j 

20-52 

11-82 

12-34C 

1070 

Nil. 

1-56 

087 

11016 

2T9 

0-34 

— 

85 

14-7 

No 

3 ! 

4. — Castle  Ward  . 

Willmot  Holmes,  m.b.c.s.,  l.b.c.p . 

85,124 

;  11,922 

12,472 

268 

266 

150 

157 

36 

8 

7 

4 

11 

19 

32 

40 

(Under  5 

1 5  and  upwards 

i 

1 

i 

1 

“i 

1 

11 

i 

ii 

i 

2 

21 

6 

9 

4 

2 

5 

1 

3 

i 

3 

1 

”i 

ii 

1 

2 

7 

31 

”5 

... 

5L  > 
106) 

21-32 

1202 

12-58J1 

12*83 

1-20 

0-96 

1-68 

13533 

... 

2-80 

... 

0-63 

165 

13-2 

Yes 

33 

200 

4 

5. — Glendale . 

A.  Dey,  m.b.,  c.m.  . 

147,942 

8,579 

8,579 

176 

176 

133 

137 

13 

4 

i 

4 

7 

16 

34 

58 

(  Under  5 
(  5  and  upwards 

"3 

1 

1 

"2 

1 

8 

"i 

i'i 

1 

1 

25 

2 

3 

4 

"2 

i 

"4 

i 

5 

”3 

4 

5 

1 

44 

18  ) 
119/ 

20-51 

1550 

15-97E 

1  14-05 

0-81 

0-93 

105 

73-86 

1-05 

0-35 

53 

6-1 

Yes 

4 

75 

,  5 

6. — Haltwhistle  . 

J.  M.  Glasse,  m.b.,  Ch.  b.,  Edin . 

96,323 

8,545 

8,784 

234 

234 

103 

109 

20 

9 

3 

3 

4 

7 

25 

38 

(  Under  5 
"(  5  aud  upwards 

3 

l 

6 

1 

2 

3 

7 

17 

6 

1 

18 

1 

1 

6 

9 

1 

1 

i 

"4 

i 

14 

3 

6 

25 

1 

1 

??} 

26-64 

11-72 

12-41F 

i  11-46 

0-79 

0-68 

0-91 

85*47 

018 

... 

010 

61 

6*9 

No 

... 

6 

7. — Hexham . 

T.  C.  Penfold,  m.b.,  c.m.,  m.b.c.s.,  l.b.c.p., 

196,809 

;  21,890 

22,169 

417 

419 

282 

294 

30 

5 

8 

10 

9 

38 

62 

132 

(Under  5 

1 5  and  upwards 

2 

1 

4 

1 

28 

i 

1 

4 

19 

3 

40 

6 

i 

i 

i’2 

0 

14 

ii 

i 

7 

1  92 

”i 

1 

252/ 

18-90 

12-72 

1326G 

12  42 

0-40 

1-26 

153 

7160 

:  0-75 

0-14 

- 

95 

43 

Yes 

20 

21-0 

7 

8.— Morpeth  ... 

D.P.H. 

J.  P.  Philip,  M.D.,  D.P.H . 

85,045 

1  17,308 

18,0(0 

442 

444 

320 

217 

52 

20 

7 

10 

14 

27 

39 

48 

(Under  5 
(5  and  upwards 

"1 

4 

7 

2 

2 

”1 

"5 

i 

1 

.3 

2 

10 

3 

1 

18 

3 

9 

H 

11 

2 

3 

1 

9 

i 

"i 

4 

i 

26 

4 

15 

1  ’3 

I  6 

1  43 

”5 

79) 

138/ 

24-66 

17*77 

12  05H 

1205 

1-38 

0“27 

2-05 

117-11 

1-40 

0-54 

218 

12-1 

Yes 

8 

9. — Norham  &  Islandshires 

J.  Paxton,  L.B.C.P.,  L.B.C.S.,  L.P.P.S. 

47,072 

5,830 

5,ffc0 

127 

127 

78 

82 

12 

1 

2 

2 

1 

8 

12 

44 

(  Under  5 
(.  5  and  upwards 

3 

... 

2 

2 

1 

6 

"9 

”3 

** 

"1 

•4 

"3 

4 

”3 

i 

1 

!  9 

J 

22 

21 

SI 

21-78 

13-37 

14  061 

12-48 

0-85 

«•:« 

1-37 

94  49 

1-71 

017 

42 

|  7*2 

Yes 

... 

9 

10.— Rothbury  . 

F.  Barrow,  m.b.c.s.,  l.s.a . 

166,904 

4,606 

4,620 

83 

84 

46 

56 

7 

i 

2 

4 

7 

14 

21 

(Under  5 
(  5  and  upwards 

i 

'5 

i 

6 

5 

'3 

2 

1 

i 

”i 

"i 

•te] 

18-18 

9*95 

12-12J 

10-80 

0-21 

108 

1-73 

83-33 

149 

065 

31 

! 

Yes 

... 

, 

10 

a  15*60  if  5  deaths  of  residents  occurring  without  the  district  be  addel  and  if  8  deaths  of  non-residents  in  the  district  be  deducted. 


b  17*39  if  5 
c  15  08  if  93 
d  15  57  if  4 
*  13  60  if  8 
/  14  97  if  26 
g  13*11  if  22 
h  16  03  if  32 
i  14*30  if  6 
j  14*31  if  17 
k  10*63  if  29 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


19 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do, 

do. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


I  13*05  if  4  deaths  of  residents  occurring  without  the  district  be  added  and  if  12  deaths  of  non-residents  in  the  district  be  deducted.  .1  12*99  if  11  deaths  of  residents  OOQUrring  without  the  district  W  added  and  i;  12  dca:L>  :  :•  bIbbIi  in  the  district  he  deducted 

t  .  A  —  21  n  1  Cl  ll  A  A  L)  1  Oil  A  2  £  A  3  3  .  1  .  3  — 


m  11  "46  if  13 

do. 

do. 

10 

do. 

do. 

B  13-10  if  4 

do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

do. 

n  10-42  if  7 

do. 

do. 

— 

do. 

do. 

C  12-34  if  4 

do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

do. 

0  13-71  if  29 

do. 

do. 

4 

do. 

do. 

B  12-58  if  17 

do. 

do. 

10 

do. 

do. 

p  12-78  if  12 

do. 

do. 

— 

do. 

do. 

£15-97  if  5 

do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

do. 

q  11-20  if  3 

do. 

do. 

2 

do. 

de. 

F  12-41  if  7 

do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

do. 

r  10-24  if  7 

do. 

do, 

1 

do. 

do. 

G  13-26  if  21 

do. 

do. 

9 

do. 

do. 

s  13T7  if  6 

do. 

do. 

— 

do. 

do. 

U 12-05  if  11 

do. 

do. 

114 

do. 

do. 

t  12-79  if  9 

do. 

do. 

4 

do. 

do. 

I  14-06  if  4 

do, 

do. 

_ 

do. 

do. 

u  10  45  if  14 

do. 

do. 

u 

do. 

do. 

J  1212  if  12 

do. 

do 

2 

do. 

do. 

